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Principal’s Report 
 

Colour Run 

We are looking forward to everyone joining us this afternoon for the Ruskin Park Colour Run. The action is due to 

kick off at 4:30pm on the oval.   The event will involve participants completing an obstacle course (it is not overly 

difficult and should be accessible to all) and passing through ‘colour stations’, where the coloured powder will be 

applied. One lap should take approximately 5 minutes, and you can complete the course multiple times.  

Last minute reminders  

• Bring an old towel to cover the seats in your car. The powder WILL get all over them.  

• Participating adults may wish to put phones and keys in a sandwich bag to keep the colour from staining 
your case or getting into the fine cracks.  

• After the run, dust off as much dry powder as you can before you apply any water.  

• Have fun and enjoy your time with the Ruskin Park community.  
It is important to acknowledge the Family and Friends Network for the many hours of work that have gone into 

preparing this event. Their dedication and commitment to the Colour Run and many other school events is truly 

valued and incredibly important. Thank you also to the parents who have offered to assist at the event.  

Whole School Transition Program 

Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park will participate in our whole school transition 

program. On Monday 27 November and Monday 4 December, students will spend an hour in their new year level. 

They will move as a group and will not be separated into their 2024 classes. These sessions are designed to create a 

sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.  

Please be aware that staffing for 2024 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this 

transition program.  

Students will find out their 2024 classes and teacher on Monday 11 December.   

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

November 
Friday 10th    

Saturday 11th    

 

Wednesday 15th  

Wednesday 15th  

Friday 17th  

Friday 17th  

Friday 24th  

 

Wednesday 29th  

 

Thursday 30th  

 
Colour Run 

Remembrance Day Choir 

Performance 

2024 Foundation Transition 

Robotics Competition 

Yr 5 & 6 Fun Sports  

Year 4 Excursion 

Staff Professional Practice Day 

(Student Free Day) 

TheirCare Parent Information 

Session (online @7pm) 

Yr 2 Sleepover 

December 
Friday 1st  

Monday 4th  

Tuesday 5th  

Thursday 7th  

Friday 8th  

Monday 11th  

Tuesday 12th  

Wednesday 13th  

Thursday 14th  

Monday 18th  

Wednesday 20th  

 

 
Subway Lunch 

2024 Foundation Information Night 

2024 Foundation Transition 

Christmas Concert 

Paren Helper Morning Tea (TBC) 

Moving Up Day 

Yr 6 High School Transition 

Yr 6 Graduation 

Foundation Graduation 

Year 6 Excursion 

End of Term 4 (1:30pm) 



 

 

Our school structure in 2024 will be:   

Foundation- 4 classes Year 4- 4 classes 

Year One- 4 classes Year 5- 3 classes 

Year Two- 4 classes Year 6- 3 classes  

Year Three- 3 classes  

Specialist classes in 2024 will remain unchanged. This includes Physical Education, STEM, Japanese, Visual Arts, 

Performing Arts and Library.  

New School Hat 

School Council has been working with our uniform provider to update 

the design of our school hat. I am pleased to let our community know 

a design has been finalised and the new hat is currently in production. 

There are a small amount available at the moment from PSW with a 

larger delivery due at the end of the year, ready for 2024.  There will 

be an extended changeover period, with further details to be provided 

shortly.  

 

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 

Foundation 
 

Well, we`re over half way through our last term. Our Foundation students have grown 

so much this year, emotionally, socially, and with their academic learning. They have 

been impressing their buddies too. Last week they enjoyed working together making 

spaghetti and marshmallow towers! This was great fun and required lots of 

teamwork! 

Literacy 

We've continued to focus on reading and writing narratives.  We are challenging 

ourselves to write a complete story that's good enough to publish! Have a look at some of our fabulous creations so 

far.  

 



 

 

Last week and this week we focused on -et, -en, -eg and -ug, -ut, -un. We made some impressive word lists by 

putting different letters in front (onset) of these word endings (rime). Ask your child to show you how well they can 

do this now.  

Maths 

Students have been exploring and developing more strategies in addition and subtraction this fortnight. We have 

used number lines, counters, unifix blocks, bead frames and drawings to help solve equations! Students have also 

been working hard on their Maths goals. See the pictures below of our fabulous maths investigations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We`re nearing the end of our amazing VIP projects, just a few in each class left. We have loved hearing all about the 

things you have shared with us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation Graduation 

Date: Thursday 14th December 2023. 

Time: 9.15 am 

Location: School Gym 

The ceremony will run from 9.15 am- 10.30 am and will be followed by a 

celebratory morning tea for parents and students until 11.00 am. 

Students are to wear their school uniform and are asked to arrive at 

school promptly so we can begin on time. We would like to ask each family to bring a small plate of treats to share 

for the morning tea. Please make sure this treat is packaged or includes ingredients so we can cater for allergies. 



 

 

Teachers will provide some snacks and drinks. It is important your child still brings their healthy snack and lunch on 

this day. 

We look forward to seeing you there! Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 

 

Junior School 

Year 1 

We can’t believe it is half way through Term 4! Some amazing things are happening such as the Ruskin Park Colour 

Run and Action Teams as well as some really important learning about Remembrance Day. 

Just a reminder that as the weather increases in temperature it becomes more important that your child is applying 

sunscreen before school and that they also have a drink bottle. We have sunscreen in the classroom ready to apply 

throughout the day when needed.  

Remember to keep your eyes peeled on Classroom Dojo and Compass for important updates and information.  

Literacy 

In Literacy, we are coming to the end of our Imaginative Narrative unit. The students have had so much fun using 

their imagination and creativity to develop some wonderful, engaging stories using detail and descriptive language.  

In Reading, students have been focusing on our author of the term, Julia Donaldson. We read a range of her books 

during our Reading sessions and students were able to select their favourite one. They then wrote their own book 

talks focusing on the genre of the text, giving a short summary and writing about their favourite part of the book or 

their favourite character. Students had a wonderful time filming each other presenting their book talks with a focus 

on speaking clearly and making appropriate eye contact with the camera. They enjoyed watching back their own 

book talks and providing their peers with 2 stars and a wish.  

Our phonics sessions and homework over the past fortnight have been focused on the morphological word family - 

‘day’. Students were asked to create a word map based on the word ‘day’. They found and created some wonderful 

words! 

 

When reading with your child at home, see if you can spot some words from the ‘day’ family.  

Maths  

In Maths, we continued to explore Measurement and Geometry by specifically focusing on 

the concept of ‘Capacity’. The students eagerly engaged in hands-on activities based on 

ordering containers according to their capacity. The students had the opportunity to 

create estimates based on how many cups they thought it would take to fill a container 

and then were able to measure and compare. Check out our ‘Capacity Superstars’ below! 



 

 

 

This week we are revising 2D shapes and exploring 3D objects. The students had the opportunity to learn through 

investigations and group work, working together and independently to categorise shapes based on their properties. 

The students were taught about how 3D shapes and objects are made up of faces, edges, and vertices.  

Rotations 

This term we started doing some rotations! Our students have been mixed into four groups and are participating in 

History, Coding, Grammar and Wellbeing lessons, and have had the opportunity to work with all the Year 1 teachers! 

The teachers have loved getting to know all the students more and it has been wonderful to see how our students 

have engaged in each session with a positive attitude and Growth Mindset. 

 

Year 2 
 
We have been having a lovely time in Year 2 engaging in a range of different learning experiences. We are gearing up 

for the Year 2 sleepover coming up on the 30th of November. Permission forms are now live on Compass and your 

child will be bringing home a note regarding any medication they may require. If you haven’t begun talking about the 

upcoming sleepover, now is a great time to begin discussions with your child. There may be some nerves (for both 

you and your child!) especially if they are staying away from home for the first time. Talk to your child using positive 

language about the fun experiences that they can expect and how much you will enjoy hearing all about it when you 

see them the next day.  

As the weather warms up we will be asking students to apply sunscreen at 

school. If your child is unable to use the school sunscreen please make sure you 

send appropriate sunscreen for them to apply. 

Congratulations to the students who achieved their purple card in Japanese. Well 

done to Luke, Ashton, Angus, Ali and Julia! 

 



 

 

Literacy  

We have been blown away by the progress the students have made during our Persuasive Writing unit this term. We 

have been reading convincing arguments and discussing the author’s opinion, reasons, and evidence provided. 

Students have been using strong and convincing language in their writing and learning about how to structure their 

writing pieces with an introduction, reasons and a conclusion. Our students have been practising hard to deliver their 

persuasive speeches, focussing on confidence, expression and fluency as part of the conclusion to our unit.  

In Spelling, we have begun exploring how different prefixes and suffixes can change the meaning of a base word. For 

example like, liked, unliked and likeable. 

Over the next few weeks we will be beginning our multi-genre unit of work. Students will be asked to choose a 

subject they are interested in and write a variety of different text types about that subject. You can support your 

child by talking to them about their topic and reading information, stories or poetry relating to their topic. 

Maths 

We have continued to explore mass and capacity over the last two weeks, weighing objects using informal units and 

comparing items that are heavier, lighter or equal in mass. We had a great time estimating and checking the capacity 

of different shaped containers, filling them with water and trying not to get too wet in the process!  

 

 

Next week we will be revising fractions, focusing on halves, quarters and eighths. You can support your child by 

talking about fractions you use at home (half a cup, cutting a sandwich into quarters, eating one out of eight 

strawberries etc). 

 

 



 

 

Wellbeing  

In Wellbeing, we learnt about Rainy Day friends and what to say to our peers if they are having a ‘rainy day’. We 

made posters with ideas of phrases and actions we could use to help our friends. We have enjoyed moving around to 

different classes and working alongside friends from different grades across the year level during our wellbeing 

lessons this term.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digi Tech 

We have been getting ready for moving up into Year 3, practising signing into Google Classroom and accessing 

different areas. We have enjoyed accessing different links with some educational games to play. In the coming weeks 

we will be learning how to complete and submit a variety of assignments. 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 

Literacy 

The students recently completed their persuasive unit, and it's truly impressive to see their remarkable progress in 

writing, including the use of figurative language such as rhetorical questions. They dedicated tremendous effort to 

crafting house plans, composing persuasive real estate listings, and delivering persuasive oral presentations, which 

they recorded on iPads to convince potential buyers. Their achievements are truly worth celebrating. 

This week the students have begun their new unit on ‘Narrative Performances’. Students are learning about script 

writing, including how to read a script, the different parts of a script and how to bring characters to life through their 

performances. They will delve into the art of storytelling through acting and gain an understanding of the key 

elements that make narratives engaging. Throughout this unit, students will have the opportunity to explore their 

creative talents and develop their skills in delivering compelling narrative performances.  

 



 

 

Maths 

In our Maths lessons, students have recently delved into the concept of 'Mass.' They commenced the week by 

exploring mass through hands-on activities, hefting various classroom items and comparing them using balance 

scales. As the week progressed, formal units such as grams, kilograms, and tonnes were introduced. Students had 

the opportunity to estimate and measure the mass of different items while using this terminology within small 

groups. 

 

  

This week, the focus has shifted to 'Capacity.' Students actively participated in creating an anchor chart on 'Capacity,' 

consolidating their prior knowledge, including the units used for measuring capacity. Engaging discussions ensued as 

the students examined a variety of containers and estimated their respective capacities. The students found this 

activity highly interactive, and as they continued, they honed their estimation skills, approaching the actual 

capacities more accurately. This exploration contributes to their understanding of measurement concepts. 

Wellbeing 

This term the Year Three students are focussing on Resilience. Students participated in a group discussion about 

what resilience is and why it is important to be resilient. We discussed ways in which we can become more resilient 

and be in control of our lives. We then delved deeper into discussing what we can and can’t control.  

Celebrations 

We are so proud of all our Year Three students and everything that 

they have achieved this year. There have been so many highlights, 

personal goals, class goals and sporting achievements throughout the 

year. Also, we would like to give a big congratulations to all the 

students who achieved their Purple Card in Japanese at assembly last 

Friday. 



 

 

Year 4 

Literacy 

This week in Literacy we have finalised our Persuasive unit of work. The students have concluded their persuasive 

unit by writing about their hero and using a range of persuasive devices to influence their audience. It has been 

pleasing to see students embracing the use of high modality words, emotive language, personal pronouns and 

rhetorical questions to help get their point of view across. Check out some of their examples below.  Next week we 

will begin our Multi Genre unit. The students are currently selecting a topic of high interest to them to form the basis 

of research for this unit of work.  

      

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Visit 

To coincide with our Multi Genre unit we have organised a visit to the local library in Croydon. On Friday 17th 

November the students will walk down to the library, take part in an education session and get the opportunity to 

explore the range of resources available in our local community. 

Maths 

In Maths we have continued to build on our recall of multiplication facts. Students have been participating in a range 

of engaging activities to help develop their times table knowledge and then learning to apply these skills to 

multiplication and division problems.  The Year 4s have also begun to explore and describe the geometric properties 

of 2 dimensional shapes. They have been exploring the language, working on accurately measuring and constructing 

different 2 dimensional shapes. Next week they will continue to develop their spatial skills by building on their 

existing knowledge and exploring the properties of 3 dimensional shapes.   



 

 

 
 

Buddies 2024 

The Year 4s have been very excited to learn that in 2024 they will become buddies to the incoming Foundation 

students. This is a great opportunity for our students to demonstrate their leadership skills and support and nurture 

new students coming into the school. In preparation to meet their buddy, students have been busy making a buddy 

bag. Over the coming weeks, the students will continue to work on a range of activities to place in their bag and will 

get the opportunity to present it to their buddy by the end of term. 

 

 

Senior School  

Year 5 

Reading and Writing 

We have started learning all about multimodal texts. These are texts that convey 

information using more than one mode - Linguistic (words), visual (images), audio 

(sounds), spatial (layout) and gestural (body language). So far we have explored the 

various types of multimodal texts including infographics, advertisements, posters, 

comic strips, graphic novels, memes and animated storytelling.  

Through reading the various texts, we have learnt that the audience and purpose can 

be different, for example memes are usually made to entertain, advertisements are 

made to persuade and infographics are made to inform. We have looked at how the 

information is conveyed and how the modes work together to enhance the meaning.  

As we explored these multimodal texts in Reading, we applied our knowledge to write 

our own multimodal texts. We developed ideas about a place that we know well and 

then used these ideas to write an infographic, advertisement and meme about our chosen place. We also worked on 

creating comic strips and graphic novels, practising making meaning through linguistic, visual and spatial modes.  



 

 

Maths 

We have finished learning about money and financial plans and have demonstrated 

our knowledge by completing a budgeting project. Students were given the scenario 

of shopping for a class party with a budget of $100 and were given links to online 

shopping catalogues to find their items. Students needed to think about the price of 

the item, the quantity they needed to share equally, the cost for the total quantity 

they needed and finally calculate the cost of GST. This week, we have begun a unit 

revising patterns and algebra. Students have applied their knowledge to some 

worded problems throughout the week and had fun with a modified snakes and 

ladders game. After playing the game, students were asked to share the strategies 

they used to apply the four operations to the game to meet exactly 100 as their target number. Another warm up we 

enjoyed this week was the challenge of designing a staircase pattern using only unifix or MAB ones and trying to 

determine a rule to describe the pattern we made. Students discussed whether their patterns were increasing or 

decreasing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddies 

We have been lucky to have some extra time with our Buddies over the past few weeks as the transition program for 

2024 Foundation students has begun. We enjoyed having our Buddies sit with us at assembly, sharing some picture 

story books from the library with them and completing a book review together. In our most recent session, we 

supported our Buddies through a STEM challenge. We designed a tower using only spaghetti and marshmallows, 

built our tower and made some modifications to strengthen some of our designs. It was great fun and tested our 

communication skills and ability to work in a team. After building our towers, some of us had the chance to share the 

Jackie French inspired picture story books that we have been working on. We felt very proud to show off our work as 

authors and illustrators and will soon have some of these books on display near the office for the rest of the school 

to enjoy.  

 

 

 



 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Year 6 

Final REACH Workshop 

 

On Tuesday the Year Six students had their final REACH workshop for the year. The focus of this lesson was on the 

high school transition and discussed the changes students will encounter moving on from primary school to 

secondary school. Students were asked to reflect upon their time and experiences at primary school and look 

forward to the future. They were also asked to think about their legacy and how they want to be remembered by 

their peers and teachers. The students engaged fabulously with the workshop, and much was discussed and 

considered. 

We encourage families to continue these discussions at home. 

 

Maths 

 

In Maths, our unit on ‘Chance’ has drawn to a conclusion. Students were involved in various hands-on activities and 

developed their skills in creating and interpreting Venn diagrams. This allowed students the opportunity to think of 

and create questions for the class. They roamed around the room collecting data and tallying their results. E.g., 

would you prefer to play sports, computer games, both or neither? Once students collected their data, they then 

worked to represent their data in the form of a Venn diagram. They worked out the probability of someone being 

selected at random, representing their findings in fraction format.  

Following on from the ‘Chance’ unit, we have commenced our new unit on ‘Mass, Volume and Capacity’. So far we 

have focused on ‘mass’ and students identified and selected a variety of items in the classroom during the activity – 

Get Me to 5 kg. Students were required to perform calculations, selecting items in milligrams (mg), grams (g) or 

kilograms (kg) and needed to get their final answer to exactly 5 kg.  

Following on from this, students have been developing their conversion skills, converting between metric units, such 

as grams to kilograms, tonnes to kilograms, etc. Students have been encouraged to draw upon their skills from 

decimals and multiplying and dividing by powers of 10.  

Literacy 

 

In Reading, we have commenced our new unit on Reader’s Theatre. This unit focuses on reading fluently to an 

audience with tone, expression, and enthusiasm. Our Reader’s Theatre scripts have focused on Greek Myths and 

Legends. As a class students have read the scripts together, identified unfamiliar or challenging vocabulary and 

rehearsed the scripts, before presenting them to their peers. 

It has been fantastic seeing many students take risks in their learning, step out of their comfort zone and have fun 

with the Reader’s Theatre unit. We look forward to developing students’ confidence and skills as we work through 

the unit. 

 

In Writing, students have been working diligently on the creation of their Google Sites related to our Geography unit. 



 

 

Students have completed their websites which included a homepage and a minimum of three subpages. They 

utilised their research which included a range of information including facts, images, graphs, maps, data tables, etc. 

from earlier sessions.  

Students have been identifying and utilising the features of multimodal texts including graphs, diagrams, tables, 

photos and text. They have also experimented with the spacing and positioning of these elements to create a visually 

pleasing website. 

Once students completed their websites, they then performed a self-assessment using the rubric, before viewing 

classmates’ websites and performing two peer assessments again, with the assistance of the rubric. 

Year 5/6 Fun Interschool Sports Day 

 

On Friday 17th November we will be competing in our first ever Term Four Fun Interschool Sports Day.  

The four sports include: Downball, Dodgeball, European Handball and Ultimate Frisbee.  

Students have been learning the rules and developing their skills and game sense in their respective sports.  

Consent and payment are available via Compass. 

 

Library News 

This fortnight in the library we have been focusing on Non-Fiction texts. In some classes we have been reading ‘Who 

Would Win’ books. It has been lots of fun to make predictions about which animal would win after reading the facts 

about each animal.  

    

This month is ‘Dinovember’ and many children have borrowed some of our exciting dinosaur books.  

 



 

 

Last weekend Jacqueline Harvey (Australian author of the Alice-Miranda, Clementine Rose and Kensy and Max series 

as well as some picture books) was at Wyreena giving a presentation and signing some of her books. It was 

wonderful to be able to meet this talented author! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

   Hunter Sienna Ashley Auk Jessica  Maddox Jack Luke Isla 

Jax Dex Mirko Joel Logan Adrian Emily Zedd Samara 

Theodore Nathaniel Rose Rivaan Happy Cung    



 

 

 

 


