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Principal’s Report 
 

Last week I had the opportunity to accompany our student leaders to the State Youth 

Leadership Conference. They joined over 1400 other student leaders from across the 

state for a fun and engaging day. The theme for the conference, Dream and Lead, 

had many powerful messages and encouraged our students to discover their 

leadership potential. They participated in activities to develop problem solving skills 

while also increasing their confidence and independence.  

School Council 

We will be holding our School Council AGM on Monday 3 April 2023. All members of 

our school community are welcome to attend. After the AGM we will hold our first 

meeting of the ‘new’ 2023 School Council.  

I would like to thank all members of our community that expressed a willingness to 

be part of School Council this year. Your support is greatly appreciated.  

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Parent/ Teacher Interviews for Years One to Six will be held in Week 8, on Monday 20 March and Wednesday 22 

March. This interview is an opportunity for you to share with teachers any information you feel is important to your 

child’s schooling and also receive an update as to how your child has settled into their new year level. Bookings are 

now open on Compass.  

School Photos 

School photos are scheduled for Thursday 23 March. Please check Compass for instructions on how to place orders. 

Envelopes are also available at the office.  

Royal Children’s Hospital Fundraising 

On Thursday 6 April we invite Ruskin Park students to wear casual clothes in support of The Royal Children’s Hospital 

Good Friday Appeal. The cost for wearing casual clothes is a gold coin donation. Families are welcome to donate 

Upcoming Dates 

March 
Monday 13th    

Wednesday 15th  

Friday 17th  

Monday 20th  

 

Tuesday 21st  

Tuesday 21st  

Wednesday 22nd   

 

Thursday 23rd  

Friday 24th  

Thursday 29th  

Friday 31st 

  
Labour Day 

NAPLAN Commences 

Sushi Lunch 

Year 1 to 6 Parent/Teacher 

Interviews (8pm) 

Year 6 Mooroolbark Excursion 

Harmony Day 

Year 1 to 6 Parent/Teacher 

Interviews 

School Photos 

National Reading Day 

Year 5 Excursion 

Year 5/6 Gala Sports Day 

April 
Tuesday 4th  

Thursday 6th  

Thursday 6th  

Thursday 6th     

Friday 7th     

 

Sunday 23rd  

Monday 24th  

Tuesday 25th 

 

May 
 Monday 1st  

 
House Cross Country 

Free Dress Day (Good Friday Appeal) 

Subway Lunch 

End Term 1 (2:30pm dismissal) 

Good Friday 

 

Choir Performance at RSL 

Term 2 Commences 

ANZAC Day 

 

 
Whole School House Athletics 

 



 

 

more if they would like. Please bring your donation to school on the day and hand it to your child’s classroom 

teacher.  

Labour Day- Monday 13 March 

A reminder that Monday is a public holiday. We hope our families enjoy the long weekend. We look forward to 

welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday 14 March.  

 

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 

 

Foundation 
 

Wow! We’re just over half way through our first term as Foundation students! The students are demonstrating so 

many fabulous strategies, which they use to help themselves with their learning and playing. We are so proud of 

them. Not only have they been getting to know each other, but also their Year 5 buddies. Check out the Teddy Bear’s 

Picnic below! 

PMP 

Volunteers needed! We are excited to be able to begin our PMP program now that the students are settled into 

school routines. PMP stands for Perceptual Motor Program and is a movement-based program which helps younger 

students to improve their eye/hand and eye/foot coordination, fitness, balance, locomotion and eye-tracking skills. 

The program uses a variety of equipment and focuses on engaging students in moderate intensity stations. We rely 

on parent volunteers to help assist us in running the program on Friday mornings. Ideally we will need a minimum of 

6 parent volunteers to run the program each week. It is a fun morning full of laughs and excitement as children 

explore and experiment with their physical limits. If this is something you would be interested in, please let Mrs 

Tozer know via Dojo or email Katrina.Tozer@education.vic.gov.au  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Reading  

Our enthusiasm for reading is going from strength to strength. The students are feeling very proud of their new 

reader bags and their little books. Reading a few minutes each night at home with them is supporting their love of 

reading and practising their independent skills of finding the title, author/illustrator, discussing and gaining 

information from the pictures, using their sounds and sight words, pointing to each word, retelling the story and 

answering questions. It's a lot to learn! Thank you for helping them. 

This week we have begun to explore the concepts of print and have been practising pointing to the words as we 

read, looking at the pictures carefully and predicting what might happen next. Students have begun to record their 

ideas about the books we have read in their Reader’s Notebook through drawings and annotations. We are also 

mailto:Katrina.Tozer@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

fostering a love of reading as we read and discuss a variety of texts each day. Students are enjoying reading to their 

teachers and peers while revising their readers and sight word books at school.  

Writing  

Students have been keenly practising their letter formation and pencil grip this week. We have been thrilled to see 

all students giving writing a go and taking risks in their learning. We certainly have growth mindsets in Foundation! 

We are continuing to explore simple sentences. The students have been writing about things that they like to do 

with their families and things that they have made or done at school. They are trying to form their letters carefully 

and use some known sounds, finger spaces, sight words, capitals and full stops. Awesome! 

Word Work 

Students have focused on forming and sounding out the letters R, E, M and D for their word work this fortnight. This 

week we have… `Danced the Dinosaur Stomp` and `Made Marvellous Mice`! 

Maths  

Over the last two weeks in Maths, we have begun working with data. By asking the students yes/no questions they 

have been making choices and gathering information. We have worked hard to record the data in our own graphs 

and data displays. Then we looked at and discussed what the information showed us. I think we all have loved 

playing the yes/no games and our learning has been great fun. We tried to trick them with asking some questions 

that didn`t have a yes/no answer…but they soon spotted them! Great focusing. 

 

 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

What a fabulous time we all had at the Teddy Bear Picnic! The Year 5 buddies really designed and facilitated 

wonderful games and challenges for the Foundation students. They were inspiring in the way they related to and 

interacted with their Foundation buddies. After enjoying the obstacle course, parachute, sack races, jump catch and 

more, students enjoyed a lovely picnic with their teddies and buddies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Show and Tell 

Show and Tell started this fortnight and the students have been so excited to join in this experience. We started with 

a free choice item followed by them sharing their favourite toy. This is a valuable opportunity to help develop their 

speaking and listening skills and students were able to collect information on their Show and Tell item to share with 

their classmates. 

   

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Thank you to all the parents who joined us at parent teacher interviews. We hope you found 

them informative and we loved hearing about your children’s start to school from your 

viewpoint! Please remember our doors are always open and we are happy to meet with you at 

any stage throughout the year; not just at the formal parent teacher interviews.  

 

 

Junior School 

Year 1 
The Year 1 teachers would like to say a big congratulations to the students for being absolute superstars! We can’t 

believe that we are already halfway through Term 1. It is going to be a wonderful year filled with so many amazing 

learning experiences.  

Just a reminder that Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Monday the 20th and Wednesday the 22nd of March. 

Don’t forget to book in a time with your child’s teacher through Compass. As we believe the relationships between 

home and school are of utmost importance, it is vital to attend these interviews to discuss how your child has settled 

into Year 1 and what your child's academic and personal goals will entail moving forward.  

Wellbeing 

In Wellbeing, we have continued to explore emotions and how to identify experiences that can trigger particular 

emotions. The students had the opportunity to learn about identifying feelings not only in ourselves but emotions in 

others. We discussed what ‘empathy’ means and brainstormed ideas of how we can help others in times of need.  

We explicitly focused on our school value of resilience over the past two weeks. The students were supported to 

brainstorm a definition of resilience and a list of situations where we might need to show resilience. We discussed 

what strategies we could implement to make ourselves feel calm and happy. You might like to discuss different 

strategies that your child might use to calm themselves down at home.  

 



 

 

Literacy 

We have been continuing to focus on establishing the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop models and following 

expectations during our Literacy sessions.  

The Year 1 teachers have been creating some ‘Out of the box’ experiences for the students to assist them in growing 

their love of writing. Last week we had ‘Wacky Wednesday’. Each curriculum area incorporated elements of ‘Wacky 

Wednesday’, the text by Dr Suess. The students absolutely loved writing about our wacky day and created some 

amazing, detailed pieces using lots of interesting vocabulary. It was wonderful to see the excitement as the students 

walked into the classroom and saw their teachers looking a bit crazy! Check out some of our ‘wacky’ superstars 

below! 

 

This week our experience was based around pirates! We read an amazing picture story book titled ‘Pirates Don’t 

Drive Diggers’ and set out on our very own pirate adventure to find the missing treasure. Students then wrote a 

recount about our pirate day. We hope that the students love these experiences as much as the teachers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been exploring the reading strategy ‘Questioning’ during our Reader’s Workshop. The students have been 

given multiple opportunities to develop their understanding of thinking deeper about the text by creating their own 

‘wonderings’ about the mentor text. We have been sharing our wonderings with each other, filming each other 

verbalising our wonderings and recording wonderings in our Reader’s Notebook.  

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been focusing on the ‘z’ and ‘sh’ sounds which are embedded into our 

reading and writing sessions, as well as having explicit focus phonics lessons. The students have had fun spotting and 

using a range of words that have the ‘z’ and ‘sh’ sounds/blends in them.  

 

 



 

 

Maths 

In Maths we have been focusing on Probability. The students have been 

exploring the probability of a range of events using the words ‘will happen’, 

‘won’t happen’ and ‘might happen’. Students had a lot of fun creating 

events that won’t happen such as dinosaurs will start roaming around the 

school! You might like to discuss different events at home that will, won’t 

or might happen. 

This week we have begun to focus on the topic of Addition and Subtraction. 

The students have enjoyed playing the game ‘Get Out of My House’, where 

they were able to demonstrate and develop their addition knowledge and understanding by trying to knock their 

partner off the game board! The students have had multiple opportunities to learn about addition through a range of 

activities and develop their understanding of how to use concrete materials to assist them to solve equations.  

Year 2 
Year 2 students are continuing to work really hard in all of their learning. It has been great to see so many students 

reading every night and excitedly bringing their home thinking to school to share. We are working hard on our 

collaborative learning by listening carefully to each other and showing respect by using our kind words and manners.  

Parent teacher interviews are nearly upon us so a reminder to book in with your class teacher through Compass.  

Wellbeing 

We have continued focusing on our school values during our Wellbeing sessions. This week the value we are focusing 

on is persistence. We have discussed the importance of being persistent- why we need to be persistent at school and 

in our learning. We also talked about some strategies that we can use to figure out what is working and what is not 

working, and where to go next to support us to refocus our efforts.  

Literacy 

This week, the reading strategy we have been working on is summarising using the 

‘Somebody Wanted But So Then’ strategy. This strategy allows us to be able to pick out 

the important parts of our story to summarise it - the main character, what they wanted, 

a problem they encountered, how they were going to solve it, and the final resolution of 

the story. We have read many different books this week and practised summarising all 

the different stories.  

In Writing, students have been continuing their narrative writing. This week we have 

embarked on an adventure through the vegie garden using our senses to explore the 

area. This then inspired our writing pieces for exciting settings and interesting characters. It has been fabulous to see 

so many wonderful and creative story ideas!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We have been exploring the /j/ sound in spelling and started thinking about digraphs.  Students are learning that a 

digraph is two letters which go together to make one sound. We have touched on the digraphs sh, ch, wh, th and ph 

and the sounds they make, as well as some words that include these digraphs in them.  

 

As we send home each week’s spelling focus in your child’s homework folder, take some time to hunt for words with 

these spelling patterns. Talk with your child about what they notice about the words, read the words with them and 

talk about what they mean. (Students are aware that to include a word in their learning they must be able to read 

the word and explain what it means.) Make sure you send their efforts along to school so that we can fill our 

classroom with lots of words! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy  

We have had lots of fun investigating the concept of length. Students made their own rulers using their hands and 

then explored the length of different items in their classroom, and even measured each other, using their ‘rulers’ as 

well as comparing the length of these objects and their classmates.  

Drop by if you have time and look at our amazing jellyfish; we measured and compared the length of their tentacles.  

 

 

 

 

 

We have started our thinking on addition and subtraction. Students have been playing race to win (or race to 100). 
They have used number lines as a strategy to assist with their thinking, jumping from one number to another.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Another great game to practice these skills is Total Recall. Turn 6 playing cards 

face up. Roll one or two dice to get a target number and then use the cards to 

make the number - remember you can use as many or as few cards as you need 

and use both addition and subtraction in the same equation if you want. Replace 

cards as they are used. The winner is the person with the most cards in their pile. 

Why not play this game at home!  

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
Literacy 

In Literacy, we have been learning about persuasive writing. Students 

have developed their persuasive techniques and included many devices 

such as statistics, hyperbole (exaggeration) and rhetorical questions. 

We’ve investigated persuasive language and high modality words to 

make our writing more convincing. Students have also been busy 

publishing their favourite texts for our Writer’s Walls in our classrooms.  
 

Maths 

In Maths, we have continued our learning of multiplication. Year 3s created their own think board poster showing 

the four strategies (equal groups, arrays, repeated addition and skip counting). The students have been learning 

about division and how it is connected to multiplication through fact families. They explored hidden arrays around 

our classroom by doing an “I Spy Array” scavenger hunt. As part of our warm ups we have learnt a new game called 

“Three in a row”. Students had to roll a dice and multiply by 5 or 10 each time to cover up a number. The first person 

to get three in a row won the game. If your child is interested in learning some other maths games at home, here is a 

useful website https://www.lovemaths.me/number-36  
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Digitech 

In Digitech students have been learning about Morse 

Code. We discovered how and why morse code was 

invented. Students used the morse code symbols to 

decode a secret message and then created their own 

message for a friend to decode. Students have just 

been introduced to Google Classroom. Students have 

explored how to sign in, create folders and find an 

assigned task from the teacher.  

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN is commencing next week. Please find the dates below for Year 3. 
Wednesday 15th March - Writing 
Thursday 16th March - Reading 
Monday 20th March - Conventions of Language 
Tuesday 21st March - Numeracy  

 

Year 4 
Literacy 

In Reading, the Year 4 students have been learning to record ‘stop and jots’ and expand upon their thinking in their 

Reader’s Notebook. Students have been learning to respond to a variety of fiction and non fiction texts and were 

encouraged to think about the different ways they can write about their reading. We have been focusing on the idea 

that when writing in our Reader’s Notebook it is like having a conversation with ourselves, explaining our thinking 

and developing our ideas. We have begun our unit of work on Information Reports and students have also been 

investigating text features, including subheadings, captions, images and contents pages. We have looked at the 

organisational structure of information reports and how to read them in a logical order. 

In Writing, the Year 4 students have just completed ‘Book talks’ about a text of interest.  Students were encouraged 

to hook the reader into their book by giving a brief overview of the text, discussing their favourite part of the book 

and writing a recommendation for their peers. Students were then encouraged to publish their book talks in a range 

of different ways.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            By Felicity 4C      By Zedd 4C                  By Lucy 4PB 



 

 

                   By Olivia 4PB         By Biak 4S                                      By Lola 4S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            By Byron 4C            By Rita 4C     By Daniel 4C 

The Year 4 students have also been learning how to write an information report. They have been busy researching a 

country of interest and taking notes about the location, culture, wildlife, and climate. They have begun to explore 

the structure and have revised the importance of recording information in paragraphs beneath the relevant sub-

headings. The students are looking forward to completing their reports over the next few weeks.  

Numeracy 

In Maths we have been learning about number sequences and how to understand and continue them. You may like 

to ask your child about the recursion rule. 

Students enjoyed coming together as a year level to discuss and solve a real life maths problem involving number 

sequences. 

 

        

 

 

 

 



 

 

Senior School  
Year 5 
 

Drawing Club  

A Year 5/6 Drawing Club has started up for students who enjoy 

drawing and want to get creative during lunch time. Our first session was a huge success with around 30 students 

attending for half of lunch. Students can attend on any Tuesday, there is no need to sign up or commit.  

Reading 

Year 5 students have been exploring a range of texts that include persuasive elements. We read ‘Be A Friend to 

Trees’ by Patricia Lauber, identifying the main idea of the text, along with the author’s intended audience. We 

analysed a text titled ‘Rubbish on the School Playgrounds’, finding strong modality words including ‘definitely’, 

‘never’ and ‘obviously’. We also read ‘I Wanna New Room’ by Karen Kaufman-Orloff, with a focus on emotive 

language, finding words and phrases such as ‘heart-to-heat’, ‘creepy’ and ‘suffer’.  

We have also been looking at different sentence structures in the texts we read. While reading the book ‘Flood’ by 

Jackie French, we identified a range of main and subordinate clauses. Year 5s now know that a main clause contains 

a complete idea, while a subordinate clause relies on the main clause to make sense. This understanding of clauses 

also helped us with our knowledge of compound and complex sentences.  

 

Writing  

This past fortnight, students have been learning about persuasive texts. We explored the various techniques authors 

use to persuade their audience and students have practised using the same techniques in their own writing. The 

techniques we have explored include thinking of clear points, including finding evidence to back it up, linking back to 

your point and including specific language features such as modal words, emotive words, rhetorical questions, 

repetition and personal pronouns. Students wrote some very persuasive pieces on topics they feel passionate about, 

including: 

• Caring for the environment  

• Getting another pet 

• Changing certain aspects of school 

• Playing or watching a particular sport 

• A comparison between video games or consoles 

• Changing a rule or a law 

 

Maths 

Last week the Year 5s were learning about Measurement. We looked at units of measurement and common prefixes 

such as centi, deci, mili, kilo and have explored ways of calculating the perimeter and area of 2D shapes. Students 

enjoyed playing Tetris War with a partner. In this game, students needed to roll 2 dice, multiply the digits together to 



 

 

give you the area and then draw a shape on grid paper with that area. The winner was the person who covered the 

most area at the end of the game.  

This week we started investigating Chance. Students 

explored the possible outcomes from chance events and 

determined the probability of each outcome. The Year 5s 

enjoyed our 3 player ‘Paper, Scissors, Rock’ game. Player A 

scored points if three of the same signs were shown, player 

B scored points if two of the same signs were shown, and 

player C scored points if three different signs were shown. 

We discovered that this was not a fair game, as player B had a huge advantage, with 18 different outcomes in their 

favour.  

Buddies 

On Wednesday we joined our Buddies for a Teddy’s Bear’s picnic. The Year 5s showed great leadership in running a 

range of fun activities for the Foundation students. Everyone had a great time completing the sack races, running 

through the obstacle course, playing with the parachutes and running at the tackle bags! After the games, 

Foundation and Year 5 Buddies sat together with their teddies for a picnic lunch.  

     

 

 

 

 

Year 6 
 

Mathematics  

In Maths, we have continued with our Number unit and students have been exploring a range of different concepts. 

Students revised their understanding of multiples and factors, using their knowledge of times tables to assist them. 

They have been involved in a variety of hands-on activities to develop their confidence and skills, including the 

Multiples and Factors game and In the Club/Not in the Club. 

In the Multiples and Factors game, students played in pairs and were given a numbers chart to 50. The first player 

would choose a positive/even number that is less than 50 and cross it out on the grid. The second player would then 

choose a number to cross out, however this number must be a factor or multiple of the first number. Players 

continue to take it in turns to cross out numbers, at each stage choosing a number that is a factor or multiple of the 

number just crossed out by the other player. 

Students then learned about prime and composite numbers, utilising their times 

tables knowledge. Students tackled hands-on experiences and games to support 

their development. One game which was a hit was Composite Bingo! 

For this game students needed to get 4 counters in a row. The row could be 

horizontal, vertical or diagonal. Students in pairs had a game board and took it in 

turns to identify a pair of factors for one of the composite numbers on the 

gameboard. They then needed to tell their partner the two factors (they would 



 

 

prove this through working out). If they were correct, they placed a counter on the number.  

It has been pleasing to see students adopting a Growth Mindset across subjects but particularly in Mathematics 

where new concepts can be challenging.  

 

 Literacy 

In Reading, students have been developing their skills in analysing narratives. Students have been utilising a range of 

strategies which support them in developing their skills in reading including predicting and activating, inferring and 

visualising, making connections, questioning, etc. Students are encouraged to apply these daily to their own ‘just 

right’ readers.  

During our mini lessons, students have studied and analysed the short story – 

Anisa’s Alphabet, which is a powerful picture storybook with mature themes and 

life lessons.  

It tells the story of a young refugee's flight from danger, where the reader travels 

with Anisa on her journey, sharing her experiences, fears and resolute optimism. 

The text promotes discussion about war, freedom, survival, refugees and 

optimism.  

Whilst reading this book, students were prompted to perform ‘stop and jots’ and make elaborations which took their 

understanding and thinking to a deeper and more meaningful level. In their ‘Reader’s Notebooks’, students made 

daily ‘stop and jots’ and elaborations with a specific focus, i.e. questioning. Students furthermore analysed the 

powerful illustrations in the book, which encouraged them to think deeply and infer what the reader/illustrator 

wanted the reader to find out but didn’t make obvious. Symbolism was also a major focus whilst reading the book, 

with a green leaf frequently appearing on illustrations, which lead students to believe that this symbolised hope for 

Anisa and her family. 

 

In Writing, students have completed their narratives and have published these, which are now on our Writer’s Walls. 

We look forward to you reading them at the upcoming interviews.  

As part of the wrapping up of their narratives, teachers modelled to students how to create an appropriate 

resolution. Students brainstormed ideas for their stories and were encouraged to show how their character learned 

a lesson and how their character developed across the story.  

As we come towards the end of our narrative unit, we move forward to persuasive texts. We look forward to sharing 

these! 

Whole School News 

Harmony Day 
Harmony Day is a day to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, based on the successful integration of migrants into 

our community. Australia is one of the most successful multicultural countries on earth and we should celebrate this 

and work to maintain it. Harmony Day is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of 

cultural or linguistic background. Harmony Day aims to engage the Australian community, particularly young people, 

in celebrating the cohesive and inclusive nature of Australia. It’s about community participation, inclusiveness, and 

respect—a time to reflect on where Australia has come from, while also recognising the traditional owners of this 

land. Harmony Day provides an opportunity to celebrate and recognise the benefits and potential that cultural 

diversity brings. 



 

 

Harmony Week begins Monday 20th March and will be celebrated during the week at Ruskin Park. Students are 

invited to wear a splash of orange on Tuesday 21st March to show their support. Orange signifies social 

communication and meaningful conversation; it reflects freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. 

The celebration will continue throughout the week as students participate in a variety of conversations and activities 

that support inclusiveness and respect.  

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

Elizabeth Flynn Donnie Zac Roda  

Byron Simon Ruth Arlo Leonardo  

Dorthy Joshua Bi Bi Di Di Ngunceucin  

Kayden Jack Charlotte Jordyn Ayden Jonathon Leo Koby Lily 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Entertainment Books 

Entertainment Books 

To access please use the link below: 

https://subscribe.entertainment.com.au/fundraiser/189q377 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsubscribe.entertainment.com.au%2Ffundraiser%2F189q377&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.Moore%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ccc806478d8e9496ae75a08db0f993d17%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638120923044583461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rzBW6maRMCVfKYW6uv3vP1SpfoFv8Yk7TzMjxCwwJwI%3D&reserved=0


 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


