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Principal’s Report 
 

Christmas Concert 

Yesterday’s concert proved to be a wonderful event with students and families engaged in a celebration of the 

festive season.  

Every child had the opportunity to take to the stage and perform before a captivated audience. Please don't 

underestimate what a significant achievement this is for any child or adult. However, it is like many things in life, the 

more we do something the better we become at it. 

Led by Miss Lim and the staff, our students performed with great 

energy and should be proud of their efforts.   

A big thank you to the Family and Friends Network for preparing the 

Christmas raffle. This included sourcing donations and preparing the 

many hampers. Thank you also to families who donated items and 

purchased tickets.   

If you haven’t had a chance I would encourage you to visit some of 

our art windows and view the students’ work. Thank you to Mrs 

Wright for preparing our modified art show.  

Last night was a fun way to celebrate the year.  

Moving Up Day 

On Monday 12 December students will have an opportunity to meet their 2023 teacher and classmates. Teachers 

have taken great care when placing students in their new classes, giving consideration to many factors, including 

academic, social and any personal needs.  

Classes would usually meet their new teacher in what will be their 2023 classroom. However, it will be a little 

different this year, as we are still a few weeks away from taking possession of our new building. I can confirm that 

Years 3 to 6 will be located in the new building in 2023. Next year’s Foundation and Year One areas will remain the 

same and Year Two will move to near the office.  

Parent Helper Morning Tea 

We are grateful that in 2022 we have been able to welcome parent helpers back into the school. We truly value the 

support of our parents and community helpers and without you many of the opportunities our students experience 

would not be possible. Examples include but are not limited to, assisting with classroom reading, Mother’s and 

Father’s Day stalls, selling icy poles, footy day or the colour run, volunteering at BBQs etc.   

Upcoming Dates 

 December 
Monday 12th  

Tuesday 13th  

Wednesday 14th  

Wednesday 14th  

Thursday 15th  

 

 
Moving Up Day  

Year 5 Excursion 

Year 6 Graduation 

Semester 2 Reports Live 

Foundation Graduation Lunch 

 

December 
Friday 16th  

Tuesday 20th  
 

January 
Monday 30th  

 

 
Parent Helper Morning Tea 

End of Term 4 (1:30pm Dismissal) 

 
 

Students return for Term 1, 2023 



 

 

To show our appreciation, we are running a special morning tea for all parent helpers on Friday 16 December at 

10:45am. The morning tea will be held in the gym.  

If you have assisted throughout the year and are available, we would love for you to attend.  

End of Year Reports 

As we approach the end of the year, teachers are busy completing final student assessments and adding the last 

touches to school reports. I would like to acknowledge the staff and thank them for the many hours that have been 

spent writing and editing reports. I trust that you will find them informative and that they provide a clear picture of 

your child’s achievements and areas to focus on in the future.  

The reports are scheduled to be published via Compass on Wednesday 14 December.   

Final Day of Term 4- Tuesday 20 December  

A reminder that students will finish at 1:30pm on Tuesday 20 December. Please send your child with lunch as we will 

have an early lunch break on this day.   

As this is the final newsletter for 2022, it is an opportune time to acknowledge the efforts of our students and staff. 

We have a dedicated staff that consistently go ‘above and beyond’ in order to provide the best learning environment 

for your children. They take great pride in our students’ successes and work hard to create caring, yet academically 

challenging classrooms. Our students also deserve credit for the manner in which they embrace the learning 

opportunities presented. Their enthusiasm and desire to improve is to be commended.  

To our parent community, thank you for your continued support. The partnership between home and school 

continues to be strong and is a significant factor in our success as a school.         

To our departing Year 6 students, we wish you every success and happiness as you commence Secondary School. To 

our other families, have a wonderful and safe holiday and we look forward to seeing you back at school on Monday 

30 January 2023.  

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 

Foundation 
 

Talk about ending the year with a bang! We have been busy little bees down here in Foundation from writing letters 

to our buddies to practising hard for the Christmas Concert. It’s hard to believe that we were just starting our 

learning journey together 11 months ago. The 2022 Foundation team feels so incredibly lucky that we got to be a 

part of your child’s schooling journey, and we wish them all the best for Year 1! We know they’ll absolutely smash it 

and we can’t wait to see what they achieve moving forward. We wish you all a safe and happy holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Numeracy  

This week we have been exploring 2D shapes in lots of hands-on ways. We have made shapes using paper plates and 

yarn, toothpicks and blue tack, and playdough. See some of the photos below! Through this practical exploration, 

students have worked on naming different shapes like a rectangle, square, rhombus, circle, and have been supported 

to explore how many sides and corners they have.  

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy  

In Reading, students have been engaging in a variety of texts and reflecting on the story in their own ways. We have 

been encouraging students to take more control with how they view texts and to record more personal ideas. They 

have been able to choose options like their favourite part, identifying the main idea, discussing the beginning, middle 

and end, posing questions and wonderings and more! 

In Writing, we have been writing lots of letters. Students wrote letters to Santa last week, where they reflected on 

their first year of school. We sent these off in a special school letterbox and we are patiently waiting to see if we get 

a reply!  

Art Display/Christmas Concert  

Thank you to all the parents/guardians that attended the evening. Your little ones were very excited to share their 

beautiful singing and actions that they have been rehearsing for the past two weeks. We are so proud of the 

teamwork that went into learning and performing Jingle Bells and for their amazing confidence! 

Upcoming Events  

Graduation  

Just a reminder that our Foundation Graduation will occur on Thursday 15th of December from 11:30am-1:30pm. All 

parents are welcome to attend and are encouraged to come along and celebrate this special occasion with us.  

Class Party  

The Foundation class parties will be on Friday 16th December. Please send a special party lunch box for your child 

only. We will provide hot chips and cordial for those that would like to supplement their lunches. Please remember 

that due to allergies, do not send any nuts or nut products in your child’s lunchbox.  

Junior School 

Year 1 
Only one week and two days left of Year 1! We can’t believe how fast this year has gone. Our students have been 

enjoying the beginning of the festive season while working hard preparing for Year 2.  

On Thursday night we had our annual Christmas Concert and we are so proud of our students. They have worked 

very hard practising our rock and roll Christmas song.  We were also very lucky to have a special Art Show on our 



 

 

classroom windows. We hope you enjoyed the evening and we would like to thank you for all coming along and 

supporting the students.  

Literacy  

In Literacy, we are coming to the end of our Transactional text unit. The students have enjoyed creating friendly 

letters to a variety of recipients, following the correct structure.  This week students received some ‘interesting gifts’ 

from their teachers and they were not very happy about it! They had the challenge of writing and publishing a ‘thank 

you’ letter to their teachers explaining why they loved the thoughtful gift they received.  

We have explored various texts during our Reader’s Workshop that include transactional writing. Students have used 

these texts and their own ‘just right’ books to practise their individual reading goal and comprehension skills such as 

predictions, wonderings and text to self connections. It has been great to see students integrating these strategies 

naturally while reading. Keep encouraging students to read at home to allow them to find genres that interest them!  

Maths 

This week in Maths we have been revising some strategies learnt throughout the year. The main focus of our 

learning has been place value but we have also integrated addition and subtraction and identified opportunities to 

use our learning in the real world to build and extend our learning authenticity. We have learnt some engaging, 

hands-on Maths games that include our focus skills. Some of the games we have learnt are ‘Get out of my House’, 

‘Go-Fish’ and ‘Mastermind’, which can be played easily at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

Year 2 

What a year 2022 has been! We would like to say a huge thank you to our families for making this year so wonderful. 

We have had so many great experiences such as our Healesville Sanctuary excursion, Mini Boss Science incursion and 

Year 2 sleepover, just to name a few! We wish all our students luck for Year 3 in 2023.  

Last week the students and the teachers had an absolute ball at our Year 2 Sleepover. We loved being able to all 

have an amazing dinner together, play some games and watch an incredible magician. We were so proud of all the 

students and how they demonstrated fantastic resilience, especially as it was the first time many of our students had 

been away from their families. A huge 

thank you to the volunteers that came 

to help on the night and in the 

morning, we couldn’t have run it 

without you. It is safe to say that the 

pancakes in the morning were a huge 

hit! Check out some of the photos of 

the Year 2 superstars below.  



 

 

 

 

Wellbeing 

As it is coming to the end of the year, we have been revising kindness and what types of actions demonstrate 

kindness to others. The students completed a beautiful activity where they had to complete the sentence ‘I stick with 

kindness because…’. See some wonderful examples below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

In Literacy the students have been reading and writing about topics of their choice. Last week we used our topic to 

create an engaging narrative that included all the necessary elements such as characters, setting, key events, 

problem, solution and ending. They included lots of interesting language and details to really paint a picture in the 

mind of the reader. The students had a wonderful time editing and publishing their work and creating detailed 

pictures to support their writing.  

This week we have begun to plan and create some information reports on our topic of choice. The students have 

eagerly been exploring a range of literature based on their topic and recording information to put in their own 

writing. We have been focusing on nonfiction texts in reading, specially identifying how texts are organised and how 

authors keep the reader interested using a hook, questions, photographs and interesting facts.  

The students have been introduced to Google Classroom this week! They have loved using the program to create 

their own front covers for their Multi-genre topic using images and interesting fonts and designs.    

Maths 

In Maths, we have been using our understanding of addition and subtraction to make equal and fair statements. We 

have created equations for our partners and had them determine what numbers are needed to make each 

statement true.  



 

 

Here is an example: 53 + 6 =   ? - 10  

We are now revising our knowledge of calendars and time. This week we have created our own month, named it and 

thought about some special events which might happen throughout the time. We have considered weekends and 

weekdays and talked about the missing numbers on calendars and what they mean. What a great time of year to 

consolidate this thinking at home with advent calendars. You can talk about how many days until Christmas, how 

many days have already passed and on what day will you eat a particular chocolate. We are also investigating time to 

quarter past and quarter to by organising clocks into their correct time order and talking about what time things 

happen.  

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
We have made it! The Year 3s have had such a fantastic year that it seems to 

have flown by. It seems like only yesterday we were all just getting to know 

each other and now we’ve spent a whole year together, a fun, productive and 

educational year. We, the teachers, have learned what a fantastic group of 

kids this year’s Grade 3 students are and we can see they are all champing at 

the bit to take on the challenge of Grade 4, after a well earned holiday of 

course! We have been continuing on with our regular curriculum and we’re 

all looking forward to including more Christmassy activities as we get closer 

to the end of the year. 

In Reading we have continued our unit on Narrative Performances. Students have read a range of scripts over the 

last few weeks, including a play about a robbery foiled by two grandmothers, astronauts returning from a space 

mission, and a mystery about missing garden gnomes! Students then took turns performing their scripts, making 

sure to speak with emotion and to use a loud and clear voice, along with simple props and hand gestures. The Year 

3s have had lots of fun with this unit, we have certainly seen some budding actors in the making! 

 

In Writing, the Year 3s finished writing their own scripts based on picture story books. Students worked in pairs to 

plan and draft their scripts on butcher's paper. It was tricky work converting text from the story book into dialogue, 

but with our understanding of how scripts are structured, students were able to identify who the characters were 

and what they should say. The Year 3s have now begun drafting a script of their choice. So far we have Christmas 

themed plays, murder mysteries and tales of knights and dragons.  



 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have completed our unit on telling the time. The Year 3s played lots of fun, time related games, such as 

‘Stop the Clock’ where we tried to tell the time as fast as possible, time board games where students had to tell the 

time to the minute to win, and we sang several time related songs. We ended our time unit by making some posters 

titled ‘What Does the Clock Say?’ with students showing their peers everything they know about time. We are 

finishing off the year with our Fractions unit. We revised what we already knew about fractions, such as what the 

numerator and denominator are, and where we see fractions in real life. Students have tried hard to show fractions 

of different objects including fruit, chocolate, paper plates and playdough. We have also looked at how to locate and 

represent fractions on a number line. 

Have a terrific holiday! See you next year! 

The Year 3 Team. 

 

Year 4 

In Literacy, students have continued to work through the Multi-Genre unit. Students have been exposed to a large 

range of texts to demonstrate how a single topic can be explored using a variety of genres. For example, the 

teacher’s chose the topic ‘Egypt’, so as a class we read a historical fiction text about King Tut's life, an information 

report about how the pyramids were built and a poem about the Sphinx. Students followed the writing process of 

planning, drafting, editing and revising and publishing their fiction, non-fiction and poem text about their own topic. 

In Maths, students have been revising the four operations; addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We 

have discussed different strategies that can be used to solve these problems, such as 

vertical equations, counters and MAB. Students have been encouraged to identify the 

place value of the digits to assist them when solving problems. 

On Tuesday the 6th of December, the Year 4 students had the pleasure to meet their 

2023 Foundation buddies. It was a very exciting day as they introduced themselves, 

showed their buddy all the amazing things that they have made for them and 

introduced themselves to their buddy’s parents. The Year 4 students showed great 

enthusiasm and cannot wait to spend more time with their buddy in Year 5. 



 

 

 

Senior School  

The Senior School and Foundation students had their final official Buddies session for the year this week.  

The Senior School students and their Foundation buddies worked together to create Christmas Cards for their 

Foundation teachers, creating a design then writing a personal message to their teacher. 

Our Year Five and Six students have been wonderful role models for their buddies this year and led by example, 

developing strong friendships. 

 

Year 5 

The Year 5’s had a great time making pop-up Christmas cards with their buddies this week. It was a real challenge to 

get them to function correctly, but it was a lot of fun decorating them. The Year 5’s loved spending time with their 

buddies this year and they have developed such a caring and supportive relationship. 

In Mathematics, the Year 5 students practised using their skills to plan parties and stick to a budget. They then took 

on the role of theme park developers and were given a $50,000,000 budget to plan a new theme park in Melbourne. 

They used Google Sheets to keep track of their spending and calculate the running cost of their plan. They also used 

Canva to create a visual layout of their theme parks. 

In Literacy, we have been writing holiday themed pieces and the students have also enjoyed writing some free 

choice pieces. Some students tried to persuade the reader about why students should have 1:1 devices and others 

worked on a secret project, a wonderful goodbye present to Miss Bednarz! 

In Digital Technologies this week, we gave students the choice to either hone their typing skills using typing club or 

practise their coding skills on Code.org. It’s been amazing to see their progression as they type with higher accuracy 

and speed, as well as the awesome games they have created through coding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Digital Technologies 

In Digital Technologies students have been enjoying programming and coding their mBots to follow a range of 

extensive commands. Some of these commands have included following a line around a classroom, a figure eight, 

managing the speeds and angles of turns, flashing lights and sounds, and many more. 

Students also created a soccer field and played against each other, ordering their robots where to move to collect 

the ball. 

Year Six Celebration Day at Bounce 

On Wednesday, our Year Six students celebrated the end of their primary school journey with a celebration day at 

Bounce in Glen Iris.  

Students had an absolute ball throughout the two hours. In the first hour they were provided with an instructor who 

took them through the various courses and showed them how to perform some tricks. In the second hour students 

were provided free time and were able to select their favourite courses. One of the highlights was dodgeball, where 

our students played against students from other schools. Our students were extremely chuffed when they beat a 

group of junior secondary school students.  

It was wonderful to see so many students step outside of their comfort zone and challenge themselves on the 

trampolines and courses, including the X-Park, which was extremely challenging! 

Our students’ behaviour was impeccable throughout the day and their use of manners a highlight, with members of 

the public twice praising them for their conduct and behaviour. We are extremely proud of the way our Year Sixes 

interacted on the day. 

 

Graduation 

A final reminder that our upcoming Year Six Graduation is at the Dorset Gardens Hotel in the function rooms on 

Wednesday 14th December.  

Times: 

- 5:30pm arrival with photos in the garden behind the function room 

- 6:00pm formal ceremony commences 

- 7:15pm ceremony concludes and students farewell family 

- 7:30pm students and staff dinner and dessert 

- 8:30pm student disco 

- 9:30pm students to be collected from the function room 

 

It is important that we stick to the timeline above to ensure the students have sufficient time for the disco. 

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s classroom teacher. 

 



 

 

Thank You 

We thank you for the ongoing support across a busy year of schooling in Year Six. For departing families, we wish you 

all the best in the future and thank you for your support across the years. Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

Zach Chloe Lucas Steven Hadley Aaron 

 

Mohi Ella Amelia Addison Hannah Jenny 

Daniel Amity Piper Viraj   

      

      

      

         



 

 

 


