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Principal’s Report 
 

Colour Run 

Our Ruskin Park Colour Run was a success with the community coming together to experience an event that involved 

laughter, excitement and ‘colour’.  Energy levels were high as students navigated the obstacle course while teachers 

and parents applied coloured powder to each participant.  

Whilst the evening was a lot of fun, what stood out to me was the strong community spirit we have here at Ruskin 

Park. It was great to observe the interactions between students, families and staff.  

I would like to thank everyone who played a part in the day.  

 

Family and Friends Network- Thank You!! 

It is important to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of our Family and Friends Network. Their hard work is 

providing our students and wider community with many wonderful opportunities. The Colour Run is a prime 

example of what our students have experienced from their collective efforts. They also organise the subway lunches 

and the weekly icy poles.     

Upcoming events include the election day sausage sizzle, Year 6 final day lunch and the Christmas Raffle. I encourage 

all members of our community to support this enthusiastic and dedicated team.  

 

Upcoming Dates 

 December 
Thursday 1st    

Friday 2nd  

Monday 5th  

 

Tuesday 6th  

Wednesday 7th  

Thursday 8th  

Monday 12th  

 
Year 2 Sleepover  

Subway Lunch 

2023 Foundation Information 

Evening (7pm) 

2023 Foundation Transition 

Year 6 Celebration Excursion 

Christmas Concert 

Moving Up Day  

December 
Tuesday 13th  

Wednesday 14th  

Wednesday 14th  

Thursday 15th  

Friday 16th  

Tuesday 20th  
 

January 
Monday 30th  

 

 
Year 5 Excursion 

Year 6 Graduation 

Semester 2 Reports Live 

Foundation Graduation Lunch 

Parent Helper Morning Tea 

End of Term 4 (1:30pm Dismissal) 

 
 

Students return for Term 1, 2023 



 

 

End of Year Reports 

As we approach the end of year, teachers are busy completing final student assessments and adding the last touches 

to school reports. I would like to acknowledge the staff and thank them for the many hours that have been spent 

writing and editing reports. I trust that you will find them informative and that they provide a clear picture of your 

child’s achievements and areas to focus on in the future.  

The reports are scheduled to be published via Compass on Wednesday 14 December.  

Building Update  

Those who have attended the school recently would have noticed the significant progress being made in the 

construction of our new building. The majority of internal works are now complete, with just some final fittings to be 

installed. The external landscaping will progress steadily in the coming weeks. Classes will be in there for the first day 

of 2023.  

Staffing / Planning for 2023 

Planning for 2023 is well advanced. Students will shortly commence transition sessions and there is a sense of 

excitement about the year ahead. Teachers are spending a significant amount of time planning classes. This is a 

complex process with consideration given to a variety of factors, including academic and social balance. Teachers are 

well placed to make these decisions as they see the interactions and learning of each student every day.  

Our school structure for 2023 will be: 

Foundation: 4 Classes Year 4: 3 Classes 

Year One: 4 Classes Year 5: 3 Classes 

Year 2: 3 Classes Year 6: 2 Classes 

Year 3: 4 Classes  

 

Sadly, we farewell Karl Fernando, Emma Bednarz and Lydia Lim at the end of this year. These teachers have 

demonstrated great commitment and worked hard to provide the best possible learning opportunities for students 

in their class. They are passionate educators and I sincerely thank them for the contribution they have made to 

Ruskin Park. 

There are also a few changes for other staff: 

Rochelle Jinks, one of our Learning Specialists, will not have a full-time class next year. Her role will be a teaching and 

learning coach across the school.  

Todd Bell will become our Science specialist teacher.  

Brendan Alexander will be taking twelve months leave to pursue some personal interests. 

With the teacher changes listed above, and the addition of extra classes next year, we will welcome new teachers to 

Ruskin Park in 2023. We look forward to each new member bringing their experiences and knowledge to the school 

as we continue our learning journey. Next year we will welcome Megan Richter, Jessica O’Sullivan, Sarah Cornish, 

Dim Ram Lawt, Max Pfitzner, Blair Price and Paige Van Middelkoop to classroom roles.   

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 



 

 

Foundation 
 

Literacy 

The students have been writing reflections about their Foundation year and wonderings about Year 1. It has been a 

pleasure to read about their favourite memories and talk about their achievements this year. In Reading, students 

have been reflecting on texts we have read and discussing the beginning, middle and end, their favourite part and 

the main idea or event of the text. In Word Work, we have been looking at the letters Bb and Dd and how to 

appropriately form them! These letters can be a little bit tricky because they look quite similar, and sometimes we 

get them confused.  

We have been learning lots of different ways to remember the letter Bb and Dd. See some of the examples below:  

 

Numeracy 

Foundation students have liked learning about Time over the last 

few weeks. We’ve learnt about the features of clocks and how to 

read o’clock times. They particularly enjoyed reading ‘What’s the 

Time Mr Crocodile.’ They drew pictures to match what Mr 

Crocodile was doing in the book and found the o’clock times to 

match the time of day. 

Geography 

We had a wonderful time exploring our local area and have been identifying special and important places to us on a 

local map. We’ve talked about the places that are special to us and why they are important.  

Special Events  

Christmas Concert 

We have started to practise our song for the Christmas Concert, and we are excited to show you our beautiful singing 

voices and Christmas spirit. The Christmas Concert is on Thursday 8th of December and will be held at school. Please 

keep your eye out on Dojo and Compass for further information about the night!  

Library 

As we are nearing the end of the year, a reminder to please return all library books before the last day of term. We 

will continue to send home our reader books until the final week, but we will no longer be going to the library.  

Graduation 

Foundation Graduation preparation is underway and the excitement is building. The students have been busy 

putting together some fun and very cute presentations for their special day. We hope you can all join us for a 

wonderful event celebrating all our achievements and highlights from a wonderful Foundation year! We are having 

our Foundation Graduation on Thursday 15th of December from 11:30am-1:30pm. Presentations will be held in the 



 

 

gym at 11.30 followed by a picnic lunch. We ask that you bring a rug or camping chair for the picnic, and a lunch for 

you and your child to have at the picnic. 

We encourage you to come along to celebrate your child’s achievements.  

Junior School 

Year 1 
Another wonderful few weeks of learning in Year 1! Our 

students are working hard to achieve their learning goals in 

preparation for Year 2. We can’t believe how fast this term 

is going.  

Literacy  

In Literacy, we have begun to focus on transactional texts. 

This is a topic that we will explore for the remainder of 

Term 4. Transactional texts look at how different people communicate with others for a specific purpose. Examples 

can include postcards, emails, text messages and invitations. In both Reading and Writing, we have focused on the 

purpose and structure of postcards and letters. This week we have begun to explore friendly letters. Students have 

read and looked at a variety of different books that feature friendly letters, such as “Can I Be Your Dog?” and “The 

Day the Crayons Quit”.  They have begun to create friendly letters to a range of different people and characters.  

We created a theatrical experience for our students on Wednesday where a monster had visited us. This created 

drama and got the students excited about writing a letter back to the monster. The students had to write a letter 

following the correct letter structure, persuading the beast to not eat them. We concluded this activity with a ‘beast 

feast’ where the students got to enjoy some jelly and worms. Check out the ‘beast setting’ below.  

  

 

 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maths 

We continue to revise and consolidate our automatic recall 

of addition and subtraction facts to 20. This includes 

doubles and near doubles but our focus has been primarily 

on automation (without using our fingers!)  This has seen us 

rolling dice, using rulers and number lines, working with 

counters and blocks to model our thinking. We are also 

building our skills in recognising opportunities to apply our 

thinking in the real world eg: daily attendance, counting 

money for icy poles and so on. 

Science  

In Science, we have been continuing to explore light and sound. Students have been participating in a range of 

experiments, discussions and activities that look at how sounds travel. We have been creating sounds using various 

materials and developing our understanding of how we hear sounds.  

Year 2 
We have had a wonderful time over the past couple of weeks exploring various learning opportunities and enjoying 

the increasingly good weather (at times!). As the weather is getting warmer please remember to send your child to 

school with their hat if they were taken home and if they require any special sunscreen, please send it in to your 

child’s teacher as soon as possible.  

The students and teachers are so excited that our Year 2 Sleepover is coming up on Thursday 1st of December! 

Please keep your eyes peeled for any updates or additional information posted on Compass or Classroom Dojo.  

Wellbeing 

In Wellbeing, we have been focusing on turn-taking and being 

respectful of others. The students have had multiple 

opportunities to play games where they had to practise 

waiting patiently for their turn. After some games, it was time 

to get creative! The students were asked to draw detailed 

pictures of situations where they had to take turns and 

describe exactly what that looked like. We encourage you to 

ask your child to try some of these skills at home.  

Literacy 

In Literacy we have been putting our speaking and listening skills to the test! Students worked 

collaboratively to plan and create a persuasive argument. The teachers were looking for how 

students used strong and powerful reasons and evidence to try to convince the audience of 

their point of view. It was amazing to see students use the knowledge gained of how to present 

to the listeners in a confident and convincing way.  

This week we have started our multi-genre unit. The students were very excited to learn that 

they were going to be able to use their own interests and ideas to create some wonderful, 

engaging writing pieces across a range of genres. Encourage your child to do some research or 

think about their topic at home.  



 

 

We have also been revising the reading comprehension strategy summarising using SWBST (Somebody, Wanted, But, 

So, Then). The students were given the opportunity to practise the skill using a rich mentor text and their own 

chosen good fit books.  

Maths 

In Maths, we have continued to explore fractions. The students have had a wonderful time using manipulatives to 

demonstrate their understanding and record their learning. We have been looking at how to solve different fraction 

problems in a range of different contexts to really embed our understanding.  

This week we have started to explore multi-step problems. The students have been given many opportunities to put 

their mathematical understanding to the test when they were presented with multi-step worded problems. You 

might like to create your own addition and subtraction worded problems at home in real world contexts! 

Rotations  

The students have had lots of fun exploring Science, Coding and Health and Fitness in rotations this week.   

In Science, we used our knowledge of push, pull, force and gravity to identify that the shape and orientation of an 

object will determine how long it will float in the air. The students had an opportunity to investigate and create a 

‘helicopter’ and changed one variable at a time to identify the different changes such as wingspan. The students had 

a fantastic time engaging in the experiment and recording their observations. 

In Health and Fitness, students explored and practised some effective strategies that can help turn their negative 

emotions into a positive. Students discussed a range of emotions that they experienced in different settings of their 

lives, and how they can turn those negative emotions into a positive. Students continued to apply their knowledge of 

teamwork and cooperation by participating in a number of team-building exercises that challenged them to think 

strategically in order to be successful.  

Coding this week had students visiting Ruby and her friends. We used our command cards to create a sequence to 

tell the BeeBot where to go and how to get there. They explored a range of roles to help them to work in 

collaborative teams, including being the driver, designer, navigator or debugger. We have looked at the words 

associated with coding: debugging (fixing problems), steps (instructions), sequence (a group of instructions), 

decomposition  (breaking the sequence back into the steps) and program (giving the device the sequence in a 

language it can understand). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
In Year 3, students continue to work hard as we finish up the final units of 

work for the year. While we are all still working hard, students are also 

embracing a welcome break each day in the form of learning the words and 

dance moves for our fantastic Christmas concert song. We look forward to 

seeing you at the concert, Thursday 8th of December! 

In Reading, students have been exploring a range of scripts and comparing 

their structure and layout with a narrative. The focus has been on 

highlighting the elements that are specific to scripts as they relate to the idea 

that scripts are written to be performed for an audience. Students have 

examined in detail how to set out a script with the title, setting, cast of 

characters and dialogue, along with the stage or acting directions. Students are really enjoying the opportunity to 

perform various scripts for their classmates.  

In Writing, students have investigated the structure of a script. They adapted a well known fairy tale ‘The Three Little 

Pigs’ into a play and incorporated many of the key features such as the scene, and character and stage directions. 

Students shared their adaptations in Author’s Chair, practising using expression and a loud, clear voice to enhance 

their performance. They are now working on adapting a picture story book of their choice into a script to be 

performed. There have been many great choices selected such as, ‘Rodney Loses It’, ‘Pig the Pug’, and the ‘Very 

Grumpy Day’. We look forward to their performances in the coming weeks.  

In Maths we have completed our unit on Money. Students had a great time planning their dream birthday parties, 

using a predetermined budget and online catalogues. Students had to determine the cost of an item, then subtract 

that cost from their total, keeping a running total as they went. Cakes, lollies and chips were all budgeted for, some 

students even buying nerf guns and jumping castles! We have now begun our unit on telling Time. We have been 

focussing on telling time to the minute, using mini analogue clocks to discuss the different times we do things each 

day. For some reason students are very good at identifying 3:30pm on an analogue clock, a great skill to have!  

In History students have continued with their close examination of the significance of the various special days we 

celebrate in Australia, such as ANZAC Day, Australia Day, Queen's (King’s) Birthday and Labour Day. The history and 

importance of ANZAC Day was looked at in considerable depth. Students looked specifically at why ANZAC Day is so 

significant in modern Australian History and the historical perspective of the events.  

In Science the Year 3s worked in teams to design a model landscape made of soil that would show the effects of 

erosion. Students drew diagrams and annotated the different parts, including trees that would be represented by 

sticks and leaves, and rocks represented by small pebbles. Students then predicted what they thought might happen 

when water was poured over their models. We had fun outside using soil to create landscapes that included steep 

slopes, mountains, cliffs and canyons. The Year 3s watched as they poured water over their models, looking for any 

evidence of erosion. Students noticed that the water turned from clear to brown, their slopes, cliffs and mountains 

changed in appearance, trees fell down and rocks were exposed, all evidence of erosion! 

 



 

 

Year 4 

Literacy 

The Year 4 students have begun a new Multi Genre unit. In this unit of work the students have selected a topic of 

interest, researched and will be composing multiple pieces through until the end of term. These include a fiction, 

non-fiction, poem or another piece of choice. Topics some students have chosen include gymnastics, pets, England, 

ancient Greeks and cars.  

Students will embed their learning and research into their writing pieces. These will all come together to form a 

complete writing project that they will be able to share towards the end of the term.  

Students are welcome to continue to read and research about their topic and bring in any additional work they 

discover to deepen their understanding of the topic and better support their writing.  

Maths 

In Maths, the Year 4 students are moving through some revision units of work. Over the past two weeks we have 

been focusing on: odd and even numbers, prime and composite numbers, place value and equivalent number 

sentences.  

Students can integrate this learning at home by playing a game of odd or even snap; identifying numbers in the 

world around them as odd, even or prime. You can also visit www.ilovemaths.me for many more simple games to 

play at home with your child.  

Digitech 

In Digitech, students have had the privilege of welcoming Elaine Van Bergan, a 

software engineer from Microsoft. She has discussed careers in technology and 

helped to bust many myths about the wide world of technology and coding.  

On Friday 18th November, Elaine ran a coding session with the students taking them 

through a Minecraft game. They were able to code many elements of the game and 

learn some new skills from an engineer in the industry.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ilovemaths.me/


 

 

 

Senior School  

The Senior School and Foundation students had their third Buddies session of the term last week.  

The Senior School students and their Foundation buddies worked together on a hands-on activity where the task was 

to create the tallest tower using only marshmallows and dried spaghetti. Teams had to plan the design of their tower 

and the tower had to be able to stand on its own and withstand a slight push.  

Much fun was had making these towers and there were a range of creative designs. 

 

Year 5 

In Mathematics, the Year 5 students have learned a lot about angles during our Geometry unit. They have identified 

the different types of angles and used protractors to measure and accurately draw them. We have also discovered 

the relationship between angles and 2D shapes, in particular triangles and quadrilaterals, as the sum of their internal 

angles total 180° and 360° respectively. The students had a ton of fun measuring angles using masking tape and 

whiteboard markers on their tables. 

In Literacy, our students have been using the PEEL structure (Point, Evidence, Explanation, Link) to write expository 

paragraphs about Australian author, Jackie French. We have been reading and analysing a range of her books these 

past 2 weeks and really digging into her craft. The students have been identifying the different themes, language 

choices and the connection between her stories and the illustrations created prominently by author and artist, Bruce 

Whatley. 

In Geography, we have been investigating the impact of floods and bushfires, exploring how these natural disasters 

change our environments and communities. Students have also had the opportunity to research major 

developments that have been created in Australia and their impacts on the environment, such as the creation of the 

Eastlink and the Kinley Estate.  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 6 
 

Digital Technologies 

In Digital Technologies, students have successfully assembled their mBots. In teams of two or three, students were 

required to follow a set of elaborate instructions, step by step, assembling the robot using screwdrivers, bolts and 

screws. Some frustration was had at times, however teams supported each other and worked through any issues in a 

positive manner, showing resilience and persistence.   

Students then had time playing with their robot, making it follow some simple commands such as forwards, 

backwards, turn to the right or the left, avoid obstacles and even play a tune! 

The next step involved students in their teams programming the mBots. Students are learning to code their robots to 

follow a range of requests, including following a line or shape on the carpet, altering the speed of turns and many 

more. 

Writing 

In Writing, students have recently completed their multimodal websites on Google Sites. The topic focused on our 

Geography unit on land management, including pollution, deforestation, etc.  

Students completed a homepage and at least three subpages which included a range of multimodal forms including 

facts, images, graphs, maps, data tables, etc. 

Following on from this, students then performed a self-assessment of their Google Site using the class rubric. 

Students then viewed a range of Google Sites from their peers and performed at least two peer assessments, 

carefully scanning the websites and analysing according to the 

rubric. 

 

Reading 

In Reading, we have commenced our new unit on Reader’s Theatre. 

This unit focuses on reading fluently to an audience with tone, 

expression, and enthusiasm. Our Reader’s Theatre scripts have 

focused on Greek Myths and Legends. As a class students have read 

the scripts together, identified unfamiliar or challenging vocabulary 

and rehearsed the scripts, before presenting them to their peers. 

It has been fantastic seeing many students take risks in their 

learning, step out of their comfort zone and have fun with the 

Reader’s Theatre unit. We look forward to developing students’ 

confidence and skills as we work through the unit.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

Susannah Mya Hnem Marlena Laura Simon 

 

Evie Mia Lexi Mona Louis David 

Esther Elsie Tracey Eli Blessing Grace 

Nevaeh      

      

      

         


