11 November 2022

Upcoming Dates
November
Friday 11th
Friday 11th
Monday 14th
Friday 18th

December
Choir at RSL Remembrance Day
Service
Colour Run
Student Free Day
2023 Foundation Transition

December
Thursday 1st
Friday 2nd
Monday 5th
Tuesday 6th

Year 2 Sleepover
Subway Lunch
2023 Foundation Information
Evening (7pm)
2023 Foundation Transition

Wednesday 7th
Thursday 8th
Monday 12th
Wednesday 14th
Wednesday 14th
Thursday 15th
Friday 16th
Tuesday 20th

Year 6 Celebration Excursion
Christmas Concert
Moving Up Day
Year 6 Graduation
Semester 2 Reports Live
Foundation Graduation Lunch
Parent Helper Morning Tea (TBC)
End of Term 4 (1:30pm Dismissal)

Principal’s Report
Remembrance Day
Each year in Australia, on the 11th of November, we pause to commemorate the end of the First World War and
remember the sacrifices made by those involved.
At Ruskin Park we recognise this day in a number of ways. In addition to classroom discussions, we hold a special
student led Assembly. This includes the reading poems, discussing the Armistice and the laying of wreaths. The
Assembly concludes with The Last Post, The Rouse, a minute silence and our National Anthem.
In 2022, our Junior and Senior choirs again sang at the Croydon RSL Remembrance Day Service. It was a special
ceremony that reminded those in attendance of the sacrifices made by many brave men and women.
Maroondah Festival
I took great delight in attending last weekend’s Maroondah Festival and being in the audience to watch our choirs
perform. Both groups displayed great confidence as they sang in front of an enthusiastic and appreciative audience.
As always, our students were excellent ambassadors for our school and should be proud of their efforts.

Colour Run
We are looking forward to everyone joining us this afternoon for the Ruskin Park Colour Run. The action is due to
kick off at 4:30pm on the oval. The event will involve participants completing an obstacle course (it is not overly

difficult and should be accessible to all) and passing through ‘colour stations’, where the coloured powder will be
applied.
Last minute reminders
•
•
•
•

Bring an old towel to cover the seats in your car. The powder WILL get all over them.
Participating adults may wish to put phones and keys in a sandwich bag to keep the colour from staining
your case or getting into the fine cracks.
After the run dust off as much dry powder as you can before you apply any water.
Have fun and enjoy your time with the Ruskin Park community.

It is important to acknowledge the Family and Friends Network for the many hours of work that have gone into
preparing this event. Their dedication and commitment to the Colour Run and many other school events is truly
valued and incredibly important. Thank you also to the parents who have offered to assist at the event.
Planning for 2023
In addition to a wonderful new building, we are making some exciting changes to our specialist program in 2023.
Following a review of our current program and to support the implementation of the new Government Schools
Agreement, we will be introducing STEM as a specialist subject in 2023. The primary focus will be Science, with
classes to be held in our new Science Lab. I can also confirm the plan is for Music and Art to run all year long with a
specialist teacher, rather than for just six months. Japanese and Physical Education will also continue.
Morning Supervision
We are noticing an increasing number of students arriving at school early in the morning. Can I please remind
parents that teacher supervision commences at 8:45am. If your child is at school prior 8:45am they will require
parent supervision. Thank you in advance for your support.
Whole School Transition Program
Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park Primary School will participate in our whole school
transition program. On Monday 28 November and Monday 5 December, students will spend an hour in their new
year level. They will move as a group and will not be separated into their 2023 classes. These sessions are designed
to create a sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.
Please be aware that staffing for 2023 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this
transition program.
Students will find out their 2023 classes and teacher on Monday 12 December.

Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Well, we`re over halfway through our last term. Our Foundation students have grown so much this year,
emotionally, socially and with their academic learning. They have been impressing their buddies too. Last week they
enjoyed working together, sharing stories that their older buddy had chosen for them and completing a book
review.

Literacy
We've continued to focus on reading, writing and performing
poems. Our understanding of rhyme, rhythm and the structure
of poems is developing and we`re now beginning to perform
poems together as a class with great focus. We have been
incorporating our `onset and rime` work into some of our
poems. Last week and this week we focused on -et, -en, -eg and ug, -ut, -un. We made some impressive word lists by putting
different letters in front (onset) of these word endings (rime).
Ask your child to show you how well they can do this now.
Maths
Our most recent maths work has focused on subitising. We are
developing the skills to look at a set of dots and quickly state how
many we see. Discussing how our brain has worked it out has been
great for discussion and explaining strategies.
“I can see 3 and 2 more, so that`s 5.”
“It`s like a full tens frame, but one`s missing, it`s 9.”
“It`s two lots of 3, that makes 6.”
It`s the same as two dice with 5 each…it`s 10.”
Science Incursion
Last week the Foundation students enjoyed an incursion which enhanced our science work on materials. We
explored and experimented with lots of different activities to sort, describe and investigate materials. We looked at
reversible and irreversible materials. We also observed some amazing wire that holds its original shape, despite
whatever shape it`s bent into, it pings back into it`s original shape every time when it`s put into hot water. It`s called
nitinol wire if you want to google it to see. The students were fascinated by it.
Japanese Day
Finally, here`s a few photos of our amazing Japanese Day. Such a fun filled, interesting day, jam packed with
Japanese activities. Fantastic effort.

Junior School
Year 1
We can’t believe that it is Week 6 of Term 4 already! What a wonderful term it has been so far. We look forward to
the students participating in some amazing learning experiences and exciting activities that we have planned for the
rest of the term.
The students had such a wonderful time at Japanese Day this week and are really looking forward to our Colour Run
on Friday! Check out some photos of our superstars below.

We would love to say a huge congratulations to our Ruskin Park students who performed in the choir at the
Maroondah Festival on the weekend. You did such a fantastic job and should be very proud of yourselves and how
you represented our school. Well done!

Literacy
In Literacy, we have come to the end of our Imaginative Narrative unit. The students had so much fun using their
imagination and creativity to develop some wonderful, engaging stories using detail and descriptive language.
This week we began to explore transactional texts. The students have had multiple opportunities to learn about
different types of transactional texts and how to structure them correctly. ‘The Jolly Postman and Other People’s
Letters’ by Allan Ahlberg was a text that we analysed this week. The students were amazed at all the different types
of ways that the characters communicated through transactional writing. Some students have even had a go at
writing their own transactional texts, you might like to encourage your child to give it a go at home!
Numeracy
In Maths, we have been investigating multiplication and number patterns through a variety of hands-on games and
activities. Students were given multiple opportunities to demonstrate and develop their problem-solving skills
through open-ended tasks. This week students have used their knowledge of doubles to create and continue
counting patterns and display their understanding in various ways. Our students eagerly engaged in learning
experiences that challenged and extended their thinking using multiplicative strategies such as creating ‘groups of’
and repeated addition.
Science
This week in Science we have continued to explore Light and Sound. The students had the opportunity to form
groups with a student from each of the Year One classes and begin to create their very own shadow puppet shows.
We look forward to watching these over the next few weeks. The students have loved participating in our Science
unit this term and we look forward to continuing to develop their knowledge and understanding through fun and
exciting experiments!

Year 2
Just like that, we are halfway through Term 4! It won’t be long now until we have some Year 3 students ready for the
next step in their learning journey. The students have had a fun and exciting time over the past couple of weeks
engaging in some wonderful learning experiences.
As you can see from the photos below, the students had an amazing time for Japanese Day! It was lovely to see the
effort that was put into the costumes. Brown Sensei did a fantastic job at organising the Japanese activities, the
students had a ball!

The Ruskin Park Colour Run will be happening this Friday. The students (and teachers) are very excited to participate
in this great fundraiser for our school. Remember to have a plastic bag handy if you are driving home or walk if you
can as it will be a messy time!

Wellbeing
In Wellbeing, we have been revising kindness and what we can do to show kindness
to others. We read the text ‘Be Kind’ by Pat Zietlow Miller, discussed what the
character did to show kindness and made connections to our own lives. The students
were then asked to think about acts of kindness they have done to improve people's
lives and record them on strips of paper to begin a ‘kindness chain’, which will be
added to as the term progresses. You might like to create your own kindness paper
chain at home!
Literacy
In Literacy we are wrapping up our unit on persuasive texts. The students have consolidated their understanding that
evidence, research and passion makes for a strong, persuasive argument. We have looked at some persuasive videos
of passionate individuals who are arguing a point of view in a powerful way. The students have had multiple
opportunities to use the evidence from presentations to determine the point of view of the speaker and record how
the speaker used various persuasive techniques to convince the audience. Students were able to demonstrate their
understanding of persuasive writing and powerful language this week with the topic that all students should have an
ipad to support their learning at school. Everyone was very passionate about this topic and some arguments that
were created were very convincing!
We have also been learning about apostrophes for possession. The students have been creating their own sentences
using apostrophes for possession accurately and determining where the apostrophe should be placed on pre-written
sentences. Using books at home, see if you can spot some apostrophes for possession!

Maths
In Maths, we have been exploring fractions. The students have eagerly engaged in a range of hands-on activities to
demonstrate their understanding of halves, quarters and eighths of shapes and collections. They were given a range
of open-ended problem solving tasks to challenge themselves and demonstrate their knowledge. See if you can spot
some fractions in real world contexts at home, some examples of where you might find them are below!

Rotations
The students have had lots of fun exploring Science, Coding and Health and Fitness in rotations this week.
In Science, we have continued to develop our understanding of push, pull and gravity. The students have done a
great job at coming up with some more wonderful words for our topic ‘word wall’ as they have participated in more
activities. This week students used their knowledge of push and pull to design and create a boat that needed to float
for 10 seconds and stay upright! The students had to demonstrate problem solving skills and resilience when
attempting this tricky task and did a wonderful job.

In Health and Fitness, students have continued to develop their teamwork and cooperation skills. This week,
students explored how to communicate in different ways, using things like body language and other forms of
nonverbal communication. The students were supported to develop their leadership skills through games and
activities.

We are absolutely loving our Coding sessions with the BeeBots. This week was particularly exciting as it was time to
put our programming skills to the test by making the BeeBots dance. Not only did the students have fun with their
dancing BeeBots, they also had the opportunity to practise their teamwork skills! Amazing!

Middle School
Year 3
It’s a very busy time of year at the moment for the whole school and the Year 3s are no exception. Students are all
working hard and rising to the challenge of the many assessment tasks currently taking place. While we are all
working so hard at the moment, we are also looking forward to all the great Term 4 activities coming up, such as
transition, the Christmas concert, class parties and the many Christmas activities we’ll do later this year.

Everyone had a ball on Japanese Day this week doing a range of fun, Japanese themed activities, ranging from
Origami, Manga drawing, fan making, a Ninja Warrior competition, a costume parade, to a fabulous Kendo exhibition
after lunch. The whole day was a great success and was a welcome respite from the hard work we’re all doing.

In Reading we have been studying what a narrative performance is and identifying the features of a script. Students
have read a range of scripts/plays and have been focussing on the unique elements of a script and how to write a
script. They have been looking closely at the differences (and similarities) between a script, or a piece of writing
intended to be performed, and a regular narrative.
In Writing we have been revising the structure of Information reports. Students have chosen a topic they know a lot
about and have drafted an Information Report on their topic, including all the essential elements of an Information
Report, including a catchy title, an introduction with a “hook” to get the reader interested, sub headings and a
thought provoking conclusion. As we go forward our writing sessions will link closely with our reading sessions and
the end goal will be for students to write complete and well set out scripts of their own
In Numeracy we have begun our unit on Money. The Year 3s are now experts on recognising different Australian
coins and notes. Students have been working hard to calculate change to the nearest 5 cent. We have revised how to
add and subtract 4-digit numbers with a decimal point, and how to line up the dollars and cents correctly. They
explored a fictitious shopping catalogue and calculated the change from a 10 dollar note. Students also completed an
open-ended task where they calculated canteen orders for themself, a friend and a sibling.
In History, students have been examining how and why people choose to remember significant events of the past.
This has led to a close examination of the significance of the various special days we celebrate in Australia, such as
ANZAC Day, Australia Day, Queen's Birthday and Labour Day. Students have been working in pairs to research the
special significance of one of these days, including the reasons it is celebrated on a particular day and the groups for
which it holds special importance. We have discussed in depth the difference between a celebration and
commemoration and each group has shared their findings with the class.
In DigiTech, we are continuing to develop our ‘Sphero and the Chocolate Factory’. Students have learnt about how to
create a simple matrix animation using the lights. There were some fantastic designs like the ‘Golden Ticket’, the
boat along the chocolate river and recreating the scene of Violet turning blue. They have also learnt how to include
text to voice and sound effects to enhance the story.
In Science the Year 3s have been learning about how the surface of the Earth can change. We have discovered that
many natural phenomena can change the Earth’s surface, including the force of water, wind and ice that eventually
lead to weathering and erosion. Humans also change the Earth’s surface, through deforestation and over-farming.
We have begun designing models that will show the effects of erosion. Students drew and labelled a diagram of a
sloping hill, and predicted what might happen when water is poured on the slope.

Year 4
Literacy
In Literacy, we have been revising how to summarise a text using the important details. Students read a summary of
The Three Little Pigs and Goldilocks and The Three Bears, where the characters, location and details were not
mentioned. We identified how important it is to include these details, in order for us to understand what is
happening in the story. Students have also been following the writing process by planning, drafting and editing a
persuasive writing piece. We have been including persuasive devices such as personal pronouns, modality words and
rhetorical questions to make our opinions strong.
Maths
In Maths, the students have been studying angles. They have been identifying examples of acute, right, obtuse,
straight and reflex angles in everyday contexts.
The students have also been practising measuring angles with the use of a protractor. They were most enthusiastic
about their ‘Angry Birds’ mini project, where they were challenged to incorporate examples of various angles. You
might like to check out some of the work samples, which will be displayed on the Maths Wall in the office, over the
coming days.

Homework
The students have been excited about designing their own camp, as part of their Term Four project. This week, they
came up with some amazing activity ideas and a map to explain where everything is. We were impressed by some of
the high quality work which was produced. Below are just a few examples. We cannot wait to see the final product
of the projects and presentations, due on the 14th of December.

By Hermione, 4F

By Emily M, 4C

By Blair, 4F

By Nilaa, 4C

Senior School
Year 5
The Year 5s had a couple of lovely catch ups with their buddies while the Foundation teachers have been
transitioning next year’s Foundation students. The Year 5s and their buddies worked together to draw some pretty
interesting monsters and give them some even more interesting names. They also read some picture story books
together and gave them a book review.
In Mathematics, the Year 5 students finished their Statistics and Interpreting Data unit which saw students looking at
lots of different graphs such as line graphs and pie charts to identify pieces of information. We have now dived into
our Decimals unit where we have represented tenths and hundredths in multiple ways such as using MAB and on a
number line. We have also learned how to add and subtract decimals numbers, as well as multiplying and dividing!
In Writing, our students have finished creating their digital infographics about a chosen Australian city. They used
Canva to format their multimodal texts, including a range of communication modes and features, such as
photographs, subtitles, graphs and diagrams. The students have also been working on some free choice writing
pieces, either individually or in small groups. It’s great to see them experimenting with different styles and language
features.
The other week we all went to Mooroolbark College for the Red Earth All-Rounder Day. It was great seeing the
students mix with other students from a range of primary schools and experience a little taste of what secondary
school will be like. Some of the activities included History and Geography Trivial Pursuit, a P.E. based game called
‘Golden Egg’ and even building rockets and rafts! The students represented our school with pride and achieved the
‘ultimate all-rounders’ name by winning the cup.

Year 6
Final REACH Workshop
On Monday the Year Six students had their final REACH workshop for the year. The focus of this lesson was high
school transition and the changes students will encounter moving on from primary school to secondary school.
Students were asked to reflect upon their time and experiences at primary school and also look forward to the
future. They were also asked to think about their legacy and how they want to be remembered by their peers and
teachers. The students engaged fabulously with the workshop and much was discussed and considered.
Digital Technologies
In Digital Technologies students have commenced constructing their m-Bots. In groups of two or three, students are
responsible for an m-Bot. They are to assemble the robot, as a team, by following a set of instructions. Students will
problem solve when encountering issues or problems and work collaboratively to successfully assemble the m-Bot.
It was amazing to see so many students working well in their groups during the first session and collaborating to
solve problems.
We look forward to sharing fully assembled m-Bots soon. Students will then start programming and coding their mBots to follow a series of instructions such as following a course, avoiding obstacles, and singing a song.
Writing
In Writing, students have been working diligently on the creation of their Google Sites related to our Geography unit.
Students have completed their homepage and some of their subpages as they utilise their research which includes
range of information including facts, images, graphs, maps, data tables, etc. from earlier sessions.

Students have been identifying and utilising the features of multimodal texts including graphs, diagrams, tables,
photos and text. They have also experimented with the spacing and positioning of these elements to create a visually
pleasing website.
Reading
In Reading, we have continued with our study on multi-modal texts; analysing the five modes of communication;
aural, spatial, linguistic, visual and gestural.
The past fortnight we have been viewing a range of multimedia including scenes from movies and ads. One of these
movies includes Shrek, where students watched a couple of scenes and then completed a compare and contrast
using a Venn diagram. Students analysed how the scenes were similar and different focusing on features such as
lighting, camera angles and sound effects. In one scene from Shrek – the party, students identified how the bright
colours, building sounds, quick talking, and sharp and swift camera movement helped create a stressful situation for
Shrek, resulting in him exploding in anger.

OSHC News
OSHC Curriculum Day Halloween Party Highlights

2023 Enrolments
We are now accepting enrolments for 2023.
Please note enrolments do not carry over from one year to the next. Families are required to re-enrol each year.
If you are currently using the OSHC program, please collect an information sheet from the program to assist with reenrolling your child/children online via My Family Lounge.
If you are enrolling in the OSHC program for the first time, please see details on how to enrol online on the OSHC
page of the school website.
If you do not have access to a computer, paper copies of the enrolment form are available from the OSHC program.
OSHC Educator Team

Choir- Miss Lim

On the 6th of November, the Junior and Senior Choir performed at the Maroondah Festival. The Senior Choir sang,
‘It’s All Right’ and ‘I Make My Own Sunshine’ while the Junior Choir sang, ‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight’ and ‘Yellow
Submarine’. Both choirs sang wonderfully and the audience enjoyed their performances. Great job Junior and Senior
Choir!

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Sienna

Ashley

Auk

Jessica

Isla

Jax

Mirko

Joel

Donika

Logan

Adrian

Emily

Samara

Zedd

Theodore

Nathaniel

Rivaan

Happy

Cung

Ayra

Zara

Van

Jordy

