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Principal’s Report 
 

World Teachers’ Day 

Today, Friday 28th October, we celebrate World Teachers’ Day. I would like to sincerely thank and recognise the 

dedicated, enthusiastic and talented team of teachers we have at Ruskin Park. I am privileged to work with a team 

that is committed to providing the best possible learning opportunities to our students, while at the same time 

striving to support their emotional wellbeing and development.  

Thank you to all our Ruskin Park staff. We are lucky to have you.  

Year Four Camp 

Last week I was fortunate to have the opportunity 

to spend some time with our Year 4 campers. I was 

only visiting for an afternoon, but it was evident 

from the outset that our students were embracing 

all that camp has to offer. They challenged 

themselves on the flying fox and giant swing, and 

enjoyed other activities including archery and bush 

dancing, just to name a few. 

Our students (and staff) returned home a little 

weary but with many memories and entertaining 

stories to share.  

It is important to acknowledge and thank Mrs Barden, Miss Cochrane, Mr Fernando, Mrs Charles, Mrs Rice, Miss 

Clarke and Mrs Paige who attended and supported our students.   

Upcoming Dates 

October 
Monday 31st  
 

November 
Tuesday 1st    

Wednesday 2nd   

Thursday 3rd  

Friday 4th  

Sunday 6th  

 

Wednesday 9th 

Friday 11th   

 

Friday 11th   

Monday 14th  

Friday 18th   

 

 
Curriculum Day 
 

 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Foundation Science Incursion 

2023 Foundation Transition  

Subway Lunch 

Choirs performing at Maroondah 

Festival (10am) 

Japanese Day & Sushi Lunch 

Choir at RSL Remembrance Day 

Service  

Colour Run 

Student Free Day  

2023 Foundation Transition 

December 
Thursday 1st    

Friday 2nd  

Monday 5th  

 

Tuesday 6th  

Wednesday 7th  

Thursday 8th  

Monday 12th  

Wednesday 14th  

Wednesday 14th  

Thursday 15th  

Friday 16th  

Tuesday 20th  

 
Year 2 Sleepover  

Subway Lunch 

2023 Foundation Information 

Evening (7pm) 

2023 Foundation Transition  

Year 6 Celebration Excursion 

Christmas Concert 

Moving Up Day 

Year 6 Graduation 

Semester 2 Reports Live 

Foundation Graduation Lunch 

Parent Helper Morning Tea (TBC) 

End of Term 4 (1:30pm Dismissal) 



 

 

In what proved to be a great finale to the camp, our students participated in a Science workshop facilitated by 

Taskworks. Further details are in the Middle School report but a sincere thank you to Mooroolbark Secondary 

College who supported us by providing a large open space for the students to utilise.  

Buildings and Grounds 

It continues to be all systems go in our new building. Externally, the remaining windows are being installed and the 

scaffolding is gradually being removed. Internally, there is a large amount of activity with plastering and tiling nearly 

complete and cabinetry soon to commence. Landscaping between the new and existing building is also not too far 

away. We are still expecting completion in December.  

As construction enters the final stages, we are activating some of our plans for the remainder of the site. Our 

Building and Grounds subcommittee welcome new ideas so please make contact if you have something you would 

like considered.  

Some of our current projects include: 

• The new gazebo should be open next week. 

• External painting of the existing building will occur in stages over the coming months. The first stage is 

painting of the courtyard which will commence next week (new artwork will follow soon after). 

• A new sound system has been installed in our gym. 

I will advise of further projects once they are confirmed. 

Division Cricket 

I was exceptionally proud of our cricket team for the manner in which 

they represented our school at last week’s Division Final. In what was 

a high quality match, we narrowly went down to Victoria Road 

Primary School by 9 runs. The game was played in great spirits by both 

teams, it was competitive, but great sportsmanship was on display 

throughout the afternoon. Congratulations to all involved. 

Colour Run 

Excitement is building ahead of this year’s colour run. Please highlight 

Friday 11th November in your diary. For those who may not have experienced a colour run before, the task is to make 

your way around an obstacle course while avoiding (or not avoiding) the coloured powder stations. The course is 

accessible to all family members, so parents and younger siblings are invited to join in the fun. Pease see the 

information pages sent home in recent weeks for information on how to register and purchase the optional t-shirts. 

Thank you to our Family and Friends team and the parents who have volunteered to assist on the day. Please 

support their efforts. 

Whole School Transition Program 

Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park Primary School will participate in our whole school 

transition program. On Monday 28th November and Monday 5th December, students will spend an hour in their new 

year level. They will move as a group and will not be separated into their 2023 classes. These sessions are designed 

to create a sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.  

Please be aware that staffing for 2023 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this 

transition program.  

Students will find out their 2023 classes and teacher on Monday 12th December.   



 

 

Curriculum Day and Professional Practice Day 

Each year, schools need to conduct four curriculum (student free) days. At Ruskin Park we generally spread these out 

across the year, with one held each term. Our Term Four curriculum day is Monday 31st October.  

Schools are also required to schedule staff professional practice days throughout the year. Due to staff shortages 

across the industry, the Department has advised that in Term Four this be an additional day where students do not 

attend school. Following School Council approval, this date will be Monday 14th November.  

OSHC will be running supervision programs on both Monday 31st October and Monday 14th November.  

 

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 

 

Foundation 
 

The last two weeks have been filled with fun. We’ve caught up with our buddies, explored poetry, played with 

money and have learnt about Diwali and made our own kolam drawings which symbolise light. The term is moving 

quickly, before we know it our Foundation students will be in Year 1! 

 

 

Literacy  

In Literacy we have been continuing our focus on onset and rime using -op and -og and -ot. 

We have been finding these rimes in our texts and using magnetic letters to make words. The 

students are becoming confident manipulating sounds and letters to create words and 

nonsense words. We have been reading rhyming poetry and trying to write our own poems 

during writing time. Students have enjoyed using Reading Eggs to support their learning too! 

Our speaking and listening experiences have been continuing to develop through the V.I.P 

presentations each week. Thank you to those who have completed theirs. We have been 

thrilled with the quality and effort that has gone into the photo boards and presentations and 

we look forward to seeing everyone else's over the next few weeks! 



 

 

Maths  

In Maths, we have been learning about Money. Students have been engaged in a range of hands-on activities and 

learning opportunities. We’ve enjoyed learning about how money is manufactured at the Royal Australian Mint, how 

people earn money and how it is transferred. We have made shops in each of our classrooms and students have 

taken turns to role play a visit to the shop. We also had an exciting visit to The Ruskin Park Shop, which was set up in 

the OSHC room for a special treat. Students chose an item they would like to buy and had to work out which coins 

they would need to pay for their chosen item. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science  

We’re looking forward to an incursion on November 2nd with the Mad About Science team! They will assist us in 

exploring various materials and their properties through hands-on experiments and investigations. The session will 

last for an hour and will be held at school. Please log on to Compass to pay and give permission. 

Wellbeing 

During Respectful Relationships lessons, we have explored self-expression and activities that boys and girls can do at 

home regardless of gender. We have talked about how the games we play and clothes and colours we prefer do not 

have to be influenced by gender. Boys and girls can have the same interests and preferences and they should never 

be limited in what they can do due to their gender. 

 

Junior School 

Year 1 
Another busy couple of weeks in the Year 1 area as students and teachers celebrate the current year, assess and get 

ready for Year 2. 

Literacy 

In Literacy, we have been exploring imaginative narratives. The students have used their imagination to plan and 

create some amazing stories that have included lots of interesting adjectives and details. Students had the chance to 

create their own narratives about some familiar characters such as Pig the Pug and Bluey. Students now have the 

opportunity to write narratives using their own characters ensuring they include all the narrative elements!  

We have also been reading lots of narratives and recording summaries using the SWBST (Somebody, Wanted, But, 

So, Then) strategy. Ask your child at home to summarise their take home reader books using this strategy!  



 

 

Numeracy 

This week students have been busy surveying each other and gathering data as we investigate topics of interest. We 

continue to look at real world situations as they arise and make mathematical connections. This week we have 

investigated the number of students in attendance each day, our heights from tallest to shortest and shortest to 

tallest, the most common eye colour, our favourite chocolates, our maths results during quick quizzes, favourite fast 

foods, colours, pets, flowers and much, much, more. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have also engaged in exploring the Mass of various objects. This has seen us hefting and comparing. We’ve 

used our arms and shopping bags to improvise ‘human scales’ as we explore and discover the properties of mass.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

In Science we have been exploring Light and Sound. The students have had the opportunity to learn about how light 

travels and the properties of light. Have a look at some of the amazing shadows that the Year 1 students have 

created, using a light source and their bodies.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 2 
What an amazing couple of weeks that we have had! The students had such a great time at the Create It incursion 

this week. They eagerly engaged in a range of different hands-on experiences where they were able to demonstrate 

their creativity, teamwork and problem-solving skills. Check out our amazing ‘creators’ below!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing 

We have continued to focus on stress and understanding what different strategies we can use 

to manage it. At the beginning of our unit, the students were introduced to the character 

‘Wibbly’ (pictured). The students have been helping Wibbly develop ‘cheer up’ and ‘calm down’ 

strategies to implement when he is feeling stressed or down. This week, the students received 

a letter from Wibbly asking for suggestions on what he could do if he is lying in bed at night, 

feeling too stressed to sleep. The students enthusiastically created some wonderful letters back 

to Wibbly which included some great suggestions of strategies he could use when needed.  



 

 

Literacy 

In Literacy, we have continued to explore persuasive texts. The students have been reading various persuasive pieces 

and identifying the facts and evidence the author has used to convince the reader to see their point of view. 

Students have learnt how to use the evidence from the text to recognise and record the main idea. The students 

have had a wonderful time continuing to plan and create their own persuasive pieces of writing. Last week we used 

the idea that each year level should have their own playground at Ruskin Park Primary. Some of the powerful and 

persuasive words and sentences that the students came up with were fantastic and very convincing! 

We have also been consolidating our knowledge of contractions. The students have been finding contractions in 

texts and playing a range of games to support and develop their understanding. This week, we have begun to explore 

apostrophes for possession. The students have been introduced to when to apply an apostrophe and have been 

given opportunities to practise the skill.    

Maths 

The students have loved exploring data and data representation in Maths over the past couple of weeks. The 
students were presented with the hypothetical task of opening a healthy snack shop in the classroom. They were 
asked to develop a question to make sure the healthy snack shop worked well and catered for all student needs. The 
students collected the data and were asked to represent the data using a graph. You might like to encourage your 
child to collect some data at home and display it using a graph of their choice! Some ideas for collecting data at 
home are below: 
 

1. The different colour LEGO you have at home. 
2. The fruit or vegetables that are in your fruit bowl/fridge. 

3. The different book genres you have in your bookcase. 

4. The different colour t-shirts that are in your wardrobe.  

 

Rotations  

This term we will be continuing to run rotations. Students will be mixed from each class and participate in a range of 

fun and engaging activities exploring Science, Coding and Health and Fitness.  

In Science, we continued to develop our understanding of push and 

pull. The students have been adding to our push and pull ‘word wall’ as 

they have experienced a range of different learning tasks. We had so 

much fun working with water last week. Each rotation group learnt 

that gravity and the force of water determine if an object will float or 

sink. The students chose a range of objects, made predictions on if it 

would float or sink and tested their predictions. Students were asked to 

use their knowledge of gravity and force and the image below to 

explain why the object reacted that way to the water.  

We discovered that just because an object is big, doesn’t necessarily mean that it will sink.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In Health and Fitness, students have continued to develop their teamwork and cooperation skills. Last week, 

students participated in a range of activities that allowed them to use their problem-solving skills in a team 

environment. They enjoyed the challenge that came with creating their own cup towers, displaying wonderful 

persistence and resilience.   

We were busy with our BeeBots again this week in Coding, with students exploring their teamwork and cooperation 

skills. We used the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar and then learnt to plan, program, and debug our Very Hungry 

BeeBot to get to some yummy food by creating a sequence using the Three Button Protocol. Students' creativity and 

problem-solving strategies were amazing!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
It’s been a busy few weeks for the Year 3s. In Reading, we have had fun identifying the different themes that occur in 

Roald Dahl texts. We noticed some common themes in the texts we have read throughout the year, including The 

BFG, The Twits, Fantastic Mr Fox and James and the Giant Peach. These themes included family and friendship, 

poverty, consequences, overcoming adversity and amazing characters and worlds. We also investigated the 

similarities and differences in Roald Dahl characters. Students found that many Roald Dahl characters are mean 

adults and children with good hearts. This week we have begun looking at the life of Roald Dahl, and how his 

experiences inspired him in the development of his characters and story lines. Students found that Roald Dahl 

experienced bullying at school, which is a recurring theme throughout his texts. He was also a real life chocolate 

tester, which inspired the plot line of ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In Writing we have continued creating our own Roald Dahl inspired narratives. Students first came up with their main 

characters, which to be in keeping with the style of Roald Dahl, were mainly ‘down on their luck’ children. We came 

up with inside and outside traits, along with any ‘lingering thoughts’ that could be used later in our narratives. The 

Year 3s then created their own villain characters. Dahl’s villains are often unsavoury adult characters with a disliking 

for children, sometimes with a magical twist. As a result, many students created evil wizards, giants, witches and 

dragons. We then had fun creating our support characters. Many Dahl support characters are helpful animals or 

other small children. Students wrote about talking dogs, rabbits and friendly school kids. We enjoyed experimenting 

with Dahl-style word play, creating our own descriptive, nonsense words. 

In Numeracy, we have been investigating Volume, Capacity and Mass. It has been a very fun and hands on 

experience with students going outside to measure the volume and capacity of containers using water. They 

identified less, equal and more than a litre and explored what one mL of water looks like. Students estimated and 

accurately measured water and recorded this in their books. We explored the volume of a cube using 1cm3 blocks 

and calculated the volume of 3D shapes.  

We then began investigating Mass and completed a variety of estimating and measuring activities, including filling up 

an empty cereal box to the specified amount on the box with sand. Students also experimented with what 100g 

looks and feels like with different objects such as Skittles, Lego and pencils.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maths Challenge 

A child wants to collect exactly four litres of water. They only have two containers, one that can carry five litres and 

one that can carry seven litres. How can they measure out exactly four litres or water? 

 

   

 

 

 

In History, students have been examining the various symbols and emblems we use to represent our important ideas 

or events and how and why people choose to remember significant events of the past. They have looked at the many 

symbols we see as uniquely Australian, including the flag, The Southern Cross and a kangaroo. They brainstormed 

other symbols they could think of that could be considered symbols of Australia. They came up with some great 

responses, such as a boomerang, The Sydney Opera House, Uluru and even a jar of Vegemite. This has led to a close 

examination of the significance of the various special days we celebrate in Australia, such as ANZAC Day, Australia 

Day, Queen's Birthday and Labour Day.  

In DigiTech, we are beginning to use a Sphero. Students have explored all of the different elements and features 

including how to aim the robot. They played around with how to make the Sphero drive in a perfect square, changed 

the colour of the screen and created an animation. We are working towards creating ‘Sphero and the Chocolate 

Factory’ where students will retell the famous Roald Dahl story ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. Last week they 

thought about the different events in the story and how they could represent those events with the Sphero. For 

example when Charlie gets the Golden Ticket the Sphero will display a golden ticket on the screen and celebrate.  

We began our unit on Earth Science this term. Students have so far identified the different layers of the Earth, which 

include humus, topsoil, subsoil, parent rock and bedrock. We then had fun identifying the different types of rock. 

These include igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rock. This week we have been learning about weathering and 

erosion. We walked around the school grounds and found different examples of erosion. There were so many! We 

found grass that had been eroded from the oval, missing paint on a drain pipe, and areas where the ground had 

been eroded by students’ feet.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 4 

This week’s newsletter is dedicated to Camp Gundiwindi. 

Amity C 

At Camp Gundiwindi, students engaged in many 

wonderful activities designed to build team and 

collaboration skills, independence and resilience. On the 

first day they worked in teams to overcome obstacles 

such as a giant wall and a ‘spider web’, balance a moving 

platform and complete a challenging puzzle. 

Students had time to explore the campsite, play and 

even feed the donkey, sheep, lambs and cow! Later that 

night we had a campfire, impromptu talent quest and 

explored the bush by torchlight on an exciting night 

walk. 

On the second day, students rotated around activities 

including the giant swing, flying fox and survival skills, 

where they built shelters out of natural materials in their 

environment such as sticks, leaves and mud. Some 

students even tested if their shelter was waterproof! We 

had a wonderful bush dance, where students danced 

with a partner to learn many fun country dances. 

Throughout the camp, students worked in ‘Duty Group’ 

teams to help set tables and wash and dry dishes. 

On the last day we were hosted by Mooroolbark 

Secondary College for our Taskworks incursion. Students 

were very tired, but they enjoyed creating robots, 

pulling apart and reassembling a go kart and solving 

different puzzles. 

We could not be more proud of how the students 

conducted themselves on camp. At every opportunity, 

they demonstrated excellent teamwork and leadership 

skills, were kind and supportive of each other. Well done 

Year 4s! 

Please enjoy reading these reflections by Amity (left) 

and Jacelle (next page). 



 

 

Jacelle P 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Senior School  

Buddies 

The Senior School and Foundation students had their first Buddies session of the term last week. The double session 

was an exciting one, as the Foundation students sat with the Year Five and Six students at assembly and enjoyed 

viewing the assembly from a different perspective. In the classroom, the students worked collaboratively with their 

buddies in a design activity. Students were given a dice, pen and paper and using a template, created a monster 

based on the outcome of each roll. For example, if you rolled a six on your first roll, you would draw an oval body. 

Students eventually coloured in and named their monsters before cutting out and pasting onto a colourful 

background. It was great to see the teamwork between the Year Five/Six and Foundation students and for our Senior 

School students to lead and guide their buddies in the activity. 

Division Cricket Final 

On Wednesday 19th October, our boys cricket side were involved in the 

Division Cricket Final against Victoria Road. Having previously won the 

Summer Sports Round Robin Competition, it meant our boys side 

progressed to the next level. On a beautiful sunny day, our boys competed 

extremely well and came up just short, losing by 9 runs. All of the boys 

showed tremendous sportsmanship throughout the match and left with 

their heads held high, knowing they gave their absolute best. 

Congratulations boys on a fantastic campaign! 

 

Year 6 
 

Mathematics 

In Mathematics, we have commenced a new unit on Chance. So far students have been learning about listing 

outcomes and how to list these as fractions. Students then extended their skills learning how to calculate expected 

frequencies and compare these to the observed frequencies. This allowed for some fun hands on activities including 

using dice, cards and counters. We have also been playing a game of fun Chance games including Greedy Pig and The 

King’s Tax. Ask your children how the games work at home and maybe even challenge them to a game.  

Writing 

In Writing, students have been busily planning, researching and drafting their multimodal texts. Students have 

researched a topic related to our Geography unit and collected a range of information including facts, images, 

graphs, maps, data tables, etc. Last week students commenced drafting their multimodal texts, which will be in the 

form of a website using Google Sites. Shortly, students will commence creating their website. We cannot wait to 

share some of the finished products. 

Reading 

In Reading, students have been exploring a range of multi-modal texts; analysing the five modes of communication; 

aural, spatial, linguistic, visual and gestural. This past fortnight, students have been watching and reading a range of 

multimodal texts including the mini-series ‘What’s for Dinner’. Students have also been critiquing a range of 

multimodal texts and identifying the meaning and purpose of these texts.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

Alijah Austin Hugo Luke James Jemma 

 

Keziah Hayden Evelyn Sadie Sebastian Eamon 

Ella Roaslie     

      

      

      

         



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 


