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Principal’s Report 
Welcome to Term Four. I trust our families had an enjoyable break and have returned to school refreshed and ready 

for a strong finish to the year.  

Term Four is always action packed and provides students and families with opportunities to engage in a number of 

class and whole school events. Already this term our Year Three students have attended their Philip Island camp, 

Year One visited Scienceworks and we had our whole school Colour Day.  

I encourage all families to regularly check Compass and stay up to date by checking the school newsletter.  

Some key events you might like to mark in your diary include: 

• Family and Friends Colour Run - Friday 11 November 

• Moving Up Day – Monday 12 December 

• Christmas Concert - Thursday 8 December 

Planning for 2023 

As per the Compass notification sent earlier this week, we will soon commence the process of formulating classes for 

next year. This is a complex process with consideration given to a variety of factors, including academic and social 

balance. If any parent has something specific they would like considered, this should be put in writing and addressed 

to me by Thursday 3 November.  

Curriculum Day and Professional Practice Day 

Each year schools need to conduct four curriculum (student free) days. At Ruskin Park we generally spread these out 

across the year, with one held each term. Our Term Four curriculum day is Monday 31 October.  

Schools are also required to schedule staff professional practice days throughout the year. Due to staff shortages 

across the industry, the Department has advised that in Term Four this be an additional day where students do not 

attend school. Following School Council approval, this date will be Monday 14 November.  

Upcoming Dates 

October 
Monday 17th  

Wednesday 19th  

Friday 21st  

Friday 21st  

Tuesday 25th  

Wednesday 26th  

Monday 31st  
 

November 
Tuesday 1st    

Wednesday 2nd   

Thursday 3rd  

Friday 4th  

Wednesday 9th 

Friday 11th   

 

 
Year 4 Camp Departs 

Division Cricket Final 

Sushi Lunch 

2023 Foundation Transition 

Year 5 Excursion  

Year 2 Incursion 

Curriculum Day 
 

 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Foundation Science Incursion 

2023 Foundation Transition  

Subway Lunch 

Japanese Day & Sushi Lunch 

Choir at RSL Remembrance Day 

Service  

 

November 
Friday 11th   

Monday 14th  

Friday 18th   
 

December 
Thursday 1st    

Friday 2nd  

Monday 5th  

 

Tuesday 6th  

Thursday 8th  

Monday 12th  

Wednesday 14th  

Wednesday 14th  

Thursday 15th  

Tuesday 20th  

 
Colour Run 

Student Free Day  

2023 Foundation Transition  
 

 
Year 2 Sleepover  

Subway Lunch 

2023 Foundation Information 

Evening (7pm) 

2023 Foundation Transition  

Christmas Concert 

Moving Up Day 

Year 6 Graduation 

Semester 2 Reports Live 

Foundation Graduation Lunch 

End of Term 4 (1:30pm Dismissal) 



 

 

OSHC will be running supervision programs on both Monday 31 October and Monday 14 November.  

Year 4 Camp 

We wish our Year Four campers well as they venture to Camp Gundiwindi. Over three days they will experience a 

number of adventure activities, including the flying fox and giant swing. It is also a chance to interact with classmates 

and teachers in an external setting. 

We look forward to hearing of their adventures when they return.  

2023 Foundation Transition 

We were excited to welcome our 2023 Foundation students for a meet and greet earlier this week. The weather was 

kind to us and our newest students were able to explore the Foundation classrooms before spending time in the 

playground. We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Friday 21 October for our Story Time session.  

Sunsmart 

As we are now moving into the warmer months, it is a timely reminder that our students are required to wear their 

SunSmart school-approved hats during recess, lunch and when they are outside during class time. Please make sure 

that your child/ren have their named hat at school. 

Best wishes for the term ahead. 

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 

 

Foundation 
 

Term 4 is off and running…where has the time gone! In between the rain, we 

have been taking advantage of some of the beautiful sunny moments with 

some outdoor learning and picnic lunches this week.  

Literacy  

In Literacy we have been focusing on blends such as dr, cr, tr to help enhance 

sounding out in our reading and with our spelling in writing. We have made 

word lists using onset and rime using -an and -at and have been finding these 

rimes in our texts. The students are becoming confident manipulating sounds 

and letters to create new words through games. Looking at onset and rime is 

also a great way to help us get ready for our rhyming poetry unit. Students 

have enjoyed using Reading Eggs to support their learning too! 

We have also been exploring information texts while looking at materials and forces. We have been enhancing our 

writing by including titles, subheadings, diagrams, labels, facts and questions. The students have loved extending 

their knowledge in this area and have proudly been showing off their work to other teachers and students. Students 

are learning to identify the features of non-fiction texts through a variety of books exploring forces and materials. A 

highlight in literacy this week was learning about magnetism and push/pull forces.  

Our speaking and listening experiences have been continuing to develop through the V.I.P presentations each week. 

Thank you to those who have presented. We have been thrilled with the quality and effort that has gone into the 

photo boards and talks and we look forward to seeing everyone else's over the next few weeks! 



 

 

Maths  

In Maths we have been looking at calendars and days of the 

week. We have counted down sleeps to special events and 

learnt to locate dates and events on calendars. Students have 

also explored 3D shapes through shape hunts, playdough and 

objects in the environment. Foundation teachers were lucky 

enough to be given the opportunity to work with a Maths coach 

this week to continue to enhance the learning experiences for 

our students.  

Science  

In Foundation we have been very busy predicting, experimenting, observing, questioning and making connections 

through the science topics Marvellous Materials and Fantastic Forces. We have learnt about materials such as 

plastic, metal, wood, cotton and wool and explored their uses and properties. Ask your child if they can find things at 

home that are made from plastic, metal, wood, cotton or wool! We also have an incursion on November 2nd with 

the Mad About Science team! They will assist us in exploring various materials and their properties through hands-on 

experiments and investigations. The session will last for an hour and will be held at school. Please log on to Compass 

to give permission. 

Wellbeing 

During Respectful Relationships lessons we have explored some self regulation activities and strategies such as 

‘taming the beast’ when you get frustrated or angry. We talked about how it is normal to be angry and we are 

allowed to have strong feelings, but it is how we manage those feelings that is important. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior School 

Year 1 
Welcome to Term 4.  We can’t believe we are already here and are truly starting to see our little learners grow into 

almost Year 2 students.  

Special Events/Science- Scienceworks! 

On Tuesday the 11th of October, the Year 1 students went to Scienceworks. While it was a very exciting and fun day, 

we were developing our knowledge in the area of Light and Sound: our Science unit for this term! Students were 

immersed in an engaging exhibition and had the chance to bend light, manipulate colour, dance with shadows and 



 

 

transform reflections. With an array of open-ended interactives, students were able to magnify, mix, animate, draw, 

design and compose – all with light and sound!  

We would like to thank the parent helpers who came along and supported our students throughout the day. None of 

these amazing opportunities would be possible without your help. 

Check out some photos below!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

In Literacy this week, we have begun to focus on writing and reading narratives. When writing, students have been 

supported to develop their ideas using their Writer’s Notebook and to use those ideas to guide their narratives, 

ensuring they are including all of the narrative elements. Once modelled, students have worked independently to 

create their own narratives- focusing on the senses and the idea of ‘show not tell’ to paint a picture in the reader's 

mind. The planning strategy we have been using to support each element of a narrative structure is ‘Ooh’ 

(character), ‘Aah’ (setting) ‘Uh oh’ (problem) and ‘Phew’ (solution). This is a fun way for students to remember the 

important parts of a narrative. 

Students had the chance to identify and label inside and outside traits of some of their favourite characters such as 

Pig the Pug and Bluey. We have focused on using amazing adjectives to extend our writing.  

In Reading, we have also been focusing on narratives and the reading strategy Determining Importance. Students 

have been identifying the important events in a narrative such as the problem and solution. Students have had the 



 

 

chance to read some exciting narratives such as Gary the Pigeon and The Very Cranky Bear. Students used their 

Reader’s Notebook to record the problem and solution of both of these narratives, they also had the opportunity to 

record the problem and solutions using their own ‘Just Right’ books. When you are reading with your child at home, 

you might like to see if you can identify the problem and solution in the book!  

Numeracy 

We have been exploring multiplication and division strategies including creating ‘groups of’ and ‘sharing into equal 

parts’. We’ve discussed why it is important to learn this concept and identified real life examples when we’ve applied 

these strategies. Such as sharing lollipops for a birthday party, organising tables and chairs for a tea party and 

creating teams when playing games. Students identified numbers that could be shared equally and explored 

remainders for numbers that could not be shared equally.  

Year 2 
We can’t believe it is already Term 4. We have had such a fantastic start to the term already and we look forward to 

the new and exciting learning adventures that await! A reminder that icypole sales start this week and will be sold 

for 50c every Friday and we have our amazing ‘Create It’ incursion coming up on the 26th of October.  Please make 

sure you are checking Compass and Classroom Dojo regularly throughout the term for important updates and 

information.  

 Wellbeing 

This term our Wellbeing focus will be on stress and understanding how to manage 

it. So far we have looked at what stress is and what personal signs and symptoms 

of stress we might show. Students have had an opportunity to determine what 

feelings might be related to stress and what actions a person may demonstrate 

when feeling that way. The students have started to develop a bank of strategies 

that will support them to cope with stress and challenges in the future.  

 

Literacy 

In Literacy we have begun our unit on persuasive texts. The students have been learning about how to identify 

persuasive and powerful language in a text and using their own understanding of persuasive language to make a 

sentence even more powerful. We have had a wonderful time creating our own persuasive topics and developing 

numerous opinions and reasons to support our point of view. Some of the persuasive topics that we have created so 

far are; children should be allowed to drive cars, we should have school every day (including the weekend) and 

spiders are better than snakes, just to name a few! The students have begun learning about how to correctly 

structure a persuasive writing piece and what essential elements need to be included. 

We have also been learning about contractions. The students have been playing lots of fun contraction games and 

have been eagerly identifying contractions in mentor texts and their own good fit books.  

Can you use the following words to create some contractions?  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maths 

To begin our new term, we have been focusing on multiplication and division. The students have been given many 

opportunities to consolidate and develop their understanding of the operations using mental and written strategies. 

They have demonstrated their understanding through various problem solving activities. We have focused on how 

questions can be presented in lots of different ways and what strategies we can use to solve each problem that we 

are presented with. The students have had practise with lots of different activities involving digital technologies, 

written algorithms and concrete materials. See some students hard at work below.  

 

 

 

 

 

Rotations  

This term we will be continuing to run rotations. Students will be mixed from each class and participate in a range of 

fun and engaging activities exploring Science, Coding and Health and Fitness.  

This term, we have started our Physical Science unit ‘Push and Pull’. The students have 

begun to develop their understanding of how things move and what different actions we 

can use to manipulate items by participating in a range of activities with toys and objects. 

Students recorded their observations and started to build up a bank of topic specific 

vocabulary, which will be added to as the unit progresses. We are very enthusiastic about 

exploring various materials and how we can manipulate force to push and pull them.  

We have also commenced our unit focusing on Health and Fitness, which will support the 

development of skills such as teamwork and cooperation. This week students had to work 

together to create gender and class balanced groups, come up with a team name and work together to solve a 

problem.   

Coding sessions began with great excitement as we explored the BeeBots. We learnt that a robot is a type of 

computer and computers need humans to give them instructions they can understand. Much fun was had exploring 

how to make the BeeBot move and then we even danced together! Can’t wait for our next session!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
The Year 3s had a fabulous time at ‘CYC The Island’, our very first camp! We were a little concerned about the 

weather, with torrential rain forecast, but we managed to get through several amazing activities on our first day. 

Screams of excitement were heard around the camp when students were pulled to the very top of the giant swing. 

We learnt how to drive pedal cars around a track, with students overtaking each other whenever they could! 

Students had to put their detective hats on when completing the photo hunt challenge, searching for different 

locations around the camp. And we flew across the camp on the flying fox high up in the air! 

As it was getting dark the Year 3s went on a night walk along the beach. We took our torches and walked along the 

sand, looking at seaweed, rock pools and any wildlife we could find. We also walked along the pier and saw several 

people fishing. When we arrived back at camp we settled in with supper and a movie.  

We weren’t so lucky with the weather on our second day, so our activities were mostly indoor. Students played giant 

Jenga and giant Kerplunk, had a go at indoor archery, took part in a trivia game and created some coloured sand art. 

After lunch we headed straight back to school through the rain. 

All in all it was a very successful camp, and we know students will have made memories to last them a lifetime! 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 4 

Reading 

In Reading, the students have been studying persuasive texts. They explored a variety of opinion pieces about bees 

and identified arguments for and against them. More recently, the students have been reading persuasive texts on a 

wide variety of issues including, ‘Summer is the Best Season of the Year’, ‘It’s Not Easy Being Green’ and ‘People 

Should Pay for Plastic Bags When Shopping’. They have been developing the skills to identify examples of persuasive 

devices, such as expert opinions, statistics, emotive language, rhetorical questions and hyperboles.  



 

 

Writing 

In Writing, the students have been studying persuasive writing. They 

brainstormed a list of facilities, which could be improved or built within 

our school grounds. The students then selected one facility and worked 

with their class to draft a persuasive letter to Mr Moore, to convince him 

that the facility would be worthwhile. More recently, they have been 

preparing arguments and evidence for a debate, on a topic they feel 

strongly about. The students have selected their strongest arguments to 

include in their debate, while also considering counter arguments, which 

they might require to convince their audience.   

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

Maths 

Students have been discussing the language of chance, such as impossible, unlikely, even chance, likely and certain 

and using this to identify the chances of events. They have used a variety of events such as pulls from a paper bag, 

spinners and daily life, e.g chances it will rain. Students have considered the ‘Zone of Confusion’ as not a negative 

space but a place that allows us to grow. We discussed a variety of strategies that can assist when stuck in the zone 

and how as peers we can assist others when they are confused. With this in mind students are more willing to work 

together and collaborate when working on maths tasks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Science 

In Science, the students have been studying heat. In the first week of our unit, we explored three different heat 

sources (electrical, kinetic and chemical). The students were required to sort a variety of real life examples according 

to their heat source. In our second week, we investigated three methods of heat transfer (conduction, convection 

and radiation). The students enjoyed completing a science experiment, whereby they were required to melt a block 

of ice in their hands (conduction).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior School  

Year 5 

The Year 5’s returned from camp on the last day of Term 3. It was a great experience for all the students as we were 

never short of fun activities or events. Some of the highlights included: Panning for gold, the sound and light show - 

AURA, mine tours and the hilarious pantomime. It was awesome to finally head off on camp and see the students 

demonstrate independence and maturity outside of school. 

Here is what some of the students had to say: 

“The camp activities were a lot of fun and well organised. Everyone enjoyed the food and the time we had there. 

Thank you to all the teachers.” 

“Camp was fun, we got to go into mines, stores and even blacksmiths. We had nice cabins and we got to watch a 

cool light show about the Eureka Stockade.” 

We have begun our new Literacy unit focusing multimodal texts. These are texts that use 2 or more modes of 

communication; Linguistic, Visual, Gestural, Spatial or Audio. The students have already looked at a range of these 

texts such as picture story books, newsletter articles, infographics and informational magazines. Our classes have 

loved our writing focus this week - creating comics! The students were tasked with creating this multimodal text type 

by deciding on a short idea they wanted to convey to the reader by using 2 or more modes to achieve this.  



 

 

In Maths, the Year 5 students have delved into Probability and recording the chance of an event occurring using 

fractions and decimals. We have played a range of games and conducted a number of experiments to test and 

compare theoretical and experimental probability.  

Our Science unit this term is all about Light. So far we have captured the students’ interests and found out what they 

know about light. We also made peek boxes to show how light allows us to see. We will conduct a range of hands-on 

experiments in the coming weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year Six Graduation Fundraiser – Colour Block Day 

Our Year Six students voted for and organised the Graduation fundraiser – Colour Block Day.  

On Thursday 6th October the whole school joined in the fun and dressed head to toe in their colour of choice. It was 

awesome to see our Year Six students plan, organise and support the day. In total we raised $507 which will support 

the Year Six Graduation event. 

Mathematics 

This term we have commenced with the Measurement and Geometry unit – 

Geometric Reasoning – Angles. Students revised their skills in measuring and 

identifying angles, using protractors confidently. They were taught how to find 

the degrees of unknown angles, identifying complementary and 

supplementary angles. One activity which was a highlight for many was the 

creation of ramps; where students had to plan, design and create a ramp 

where a toy car had to make a jump. Students worked collaboratively to build 

their ramp and had to work out the angle which would work best.  

Writing 

In Writing, students have been busily planning, drafting, and publishing their 

Graduation ceremony speeches. Firstly, students completed a survey about 

their experiences at Ruskin Park, before they then used this information to 

plan and draft a speech about their peer. Shortly students will be sent home 

with a copy of their speech with the expectation that they will practise it daily in preparation for the Graduation 

ceremony. 

Reading 

In Reading, students have been exploring a range of multi-modal texts; analysing the five modes of communication; 

aural, spatial, linguistic, visual and gestural. This week students read a range of different multi-modal texts including 

an infographic, Behind the News clip, and a short film named ‘Bao’. Students then discussed and analysed the modes 

of communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

Hazel Michaela Jensen Olivia Martin Lora 

 

Amelia Vann William Mia Krishna Daniel 

Lily Axel Lal Lung Callan Poppy Harrison 

Jasper Zoe Noah Scarlett Harley Andy 

Archer Yuvin Luca Scarlett Piper Mia 

      

         



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 


