2 September 2022

Upcoming Dates
September

October

Friday 2nd
Monday 5th
Friday 9th
Monday 12th

District Athletics
Years 3 to 6 Swimming Commences
Footy Day
F- 2 Swimming Commences

Wednesday 14th
Friday 16th

Year 5 Camp Departs
End of Term 3 (2:30pm)

Monday 3rd
Tuesday 11th
Wednesday 12th
Monday 17th
Friday 21st
Monday 24th

Term 4 Commences
Year 1 Excursion
Year 3 Camp Departs
Year 4 Camp Departs
Sushi Lunch
Professional Practice Day: Students
do not attend school

Principal’s Report
This week I had the privilege of attending our Year 6 camp. It was a fantastic event, with students seizing the
opportunity and embracing all that was on offer. The trip to Warrnambool was broken up with a lunch stop at Colac
and a visit to the Twelve Apostles. For many students this was their first time at the well known attraction.
Tuesday was a busy day, with the morning spent visiting
Flag Staff Hill Maritime Village. Students were taught
about the history of the local area and coastline before
spending time touring the museum. They were fascinated
to hear about the production of the movie Oddball, and
how it was based events that are still occurring at
Warrnambool. This included meeting one of the dogs who
spends time working on the island protecting the
penguins.
Tuesday also included a visit to Hopkins Falls and whale
watching. We were fortunate to be welcomed by a small
whale swimming close to the shore. In the afternoon it
was ten pin bowling followed by mini golf after dinner.
On the final morning we participated in a guided tour of Tower Hill State Game Reserve. We were able to learn more
about Aboriginal culture, have a go at throwing a boomerang, explore native plants and see a variety of animals.
I was incredibly proud of how our students interacted and supported each other. The many compliments they
received from the public was well deserved. A sincere thank you to
Miss Marshall, Mr Coffin, Mr McDonald and Mrs Horner, without
them the camp would not have been able to procced.
Father’s Day Stall
Yesterday’s Fathers’ Day stall provided students with an
opportunity to shop for a special gift for dad, grandad or an
important person in their lives. There was great enthusiasm as
students scanned the many items available.
We must thank our wonderful Family and Friends Network. They

spent many hours carefully preparing items and also supervised the stall, assisting students with their purchases.
Without their hard work the stall would not have been possible.
It is a big job but one that is appreciated by the students.

Footy Day
Footy Day will be held on Friday 9 September. On this day students are encouraged to wear the colours of their
favourite football team. It can be any code, not just AFL. Thank you in advance to the Family and Friends Network for
organising the special lunch on this day.
Hoop Time
Over the past few weeks we have had a number of
teams participate in Hoop Time competitions at Kilsyth
basketball stadium. I congratulate all our students on
the manner in which they represented our school. They
gave their all, demonstrating determination, teamwork
and sportsmanship. There was great energy and
enthusiasm at each event with our students enjoying
the opportunity to test their skills against students from
other schools.
I would like to thank all of the parents who gave their time to assist with coaching, scoring and cheering on the
students.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Book Week is a wonderful way to celebrate and promote the joy of reading and it was delightful to see all the
creative and gorgeous costumes worn by students and staff this week. We had a fun week reading many books and
making hearts for our grandmas in response to the Foundation Book Week book ‘What do you call your Grandma?’
by Ashleigh Barton.

Literacy
In Literacy students have been exploring writing their own versions of fairy tales and are having a blast changing the
characters or setting to put their own spin on the story! Students have been learning about the suffix /ing/ and the
/er/ digraph in word work this fortnight. So look out for these sounds when reading with your child and encourage
them to use these to sound out and decode words. In Reading, the students have been honing their prediction and
visualisation skills through the exploration of the fairy tale ‘Hansel and Gretel’. There were great discussions about
the moral of the story and lessons Hansel and Gretel learned after their run in with the witch!

Numeracy
Students have been enhancing their ability to represent teen numbers in various ways to show their place value,
such as 10 and 3 more is 13. They have used icy pole stick bundles, unifix, paper chains, fingers and drawings to
make and show numbers into the teens and beyond. This has increased students' ability to understand the way we
also record numbers and what each digit represents. Our class goal has also been to read number words to ten so
please help your child to practise this at home too!

Science
Our Weather unit for science has begun with daily weather
observations and the exploration of maps, symbols and weather
events. Students used their senses to feel the breeze and cold air,
listen to the rain and wind and watch the clouds move and change
shape. Students are investigating their wonderings about weather
through information texts, science shows, weather reports and
their own observations. We will also be discussing the differences
in the sky during the day and night, so get out in your gardens at
night and help your child explore the night sky and all its beauty!
Swimming
We are all excited and counting down the sleeps to swimming! It’s a great idea to start to help your child practise
getting dry and dressed independently in readiness for swimming week. Although we hope to have parents help with
getting students ready before and after swimming, it is very challenging to get all the students changed. So the more
your child can do independently the easier it will be for them.
Some tips to practise with your child:
o

Put your towel on top of your bag so it is ready when you get out of the pool.

o

Put your socks in your shoes so they don't get wet or lost.

o

Put your bag on top of your shoes so the bag stays dry and your shoes don't get lost.

o

After you are dry, stand on your towel so your feet dry and your clothes don't drop on the wet floor.

o

Put underwear on first.

o

Dry your hair before you put your top on.

o

Wrap your bathers in your towel and put them in a plastic bag/ swimming bag.

Junior School
Year 1
What an incredible Book Week celebration
Tuesday was! It was so wonderful to see all the
students and teachers dressed up as their
favourite book characters. Throughout Book
Week the students got to complete lots of
different activities. They participated in our
whole school parade where they got to show off
their amazing costumes, they engaged in ‘The
Imagineer’ incursion and also got the opportunity
to create their very own ‘Jetty Jumper’ paper doll
based on the book “Jetty Jumpers”. Check out
some of the photos below!

Literacy
In Literacy, we have begun our unit on poetry writing. So far, we have looked at rhyming words and how they do not
necessarily have to have the same spelling pattern, it is all about the ending sound. Students have been writing their
own rhyming couplet poems focusing on animals and places such as a dog, cat and a garden. We have been
discussing why authors write poems and what features a poem has. The students have been focusing on rhythm and
rhyme when reading a poem and demonstrating expression and intonation when reading aloud. Encourage your
child to practise rhyming words at home! How many rhyming words can you make?
Maths
There have been lots of incredible learning opportunities in Maths as we explore fractions. Our focus has been on
creating half of a whole and identifying half of a group. We are encouraged to prove our thinking and to share our
ideas with others, as well as locate half in real world situations. We have engaged in lots of hands-on activities to
cement our understanding of 2 equal parts!

Science
In Science, we have continued to explore changing everyday materials. We have been looking at physical and
chemical changes within our environment. Last week students made Oobleck and investigated how it acts like a
liquid when being poured, but like a solid when a force is acting on it. The students loved picking it up and watching
it ooze out of their hands. This week students designed and created their own bubble wands using pipe cleaners and
had the opportunity to try them out. Students then reflected on what worked and if they could make the bubble
wand again, what changes they would make to their design. Check out our awesome photos!

Reminders:
Just a few reminders from us. Next Friday is Footy Day. We encourage students to come dressed in their football
team colours.
Swimming will be running the last week of term. Students will need to have:
o

A swimming costume (please pack a pair of underwear if students are wearing their swimming costume
under their uniform).

o

Goggles

o

Towel

o

Plastic bag for wet bathers.

o

All of these items must be clearly labelled.

Year 2
We had such a wonderful 2022 Book Week! It was great to see all the students in their costumes and we would like
to thank you all for the fantastic support you gave your child, the students looked amazing!
Just a reminder that Footy Day is Friday the 9th of September and swimming is in the last week of term. Please
remember to keep regularly checking Dojo for updates.

Wellbeing
In Wellbeing we have been focusing on our values ‘Honesty, Respect, Persistence and
Resilience’. The students have been given the opportunity to discuss the different
ways they can show the different values in and out of the classroom. We have been
practising and demonstrating kindness to others through role plays and class
discussions. The students were exposed to ‘random acts of kindness’. We talked about
how we would make ourselves and others feel if we perform a random act of kindness
and expect nothing in return.
Literacy
We have concluded our Author Studies unit focusing on Oliver Jeffers. The students have absolutely loved exploring
the amazing Oliver Jeffers texts that have been created and about Oliver Jeffers himself. We consolidated all the
information that we learned and about the texts that we read in a
PowerPoint presentation. The students have enjoyed using transitions,
animations and various design skills to develop engaging PowerPoints filled
with interesting information about Oliver Jeffers.
This week we started to explore Dreamtime stories and cultural diversity in
Literacy. The students participated in a discussion about what they already
knew about the topic and recorded their understanding. The focus for this
week was all about making predictions about a variety of Dreamtime
narratives based on the clues of the front cover and blurbs and exploring the
purpose of why Dreamtime texts are written.
We have continued to focus on suffixes and what ‘rules’ we need to follow
when adding a range of suffixes to the end of different base words. The
students have been beginning to look at singular and plural nouns and how
to write words with different endings to represent plural nouns. You might
like to see if you can spot some plural nouns when reading with your child at
home!

Maths
Last week in Maths, we concluded our explicit focus unit on
place value. The students were given multiple opportunities to
demonstrate their Number knowledge and understanding in a
variety of contexts. We explored how to represent numbers in
different ways. Students were presented with the challenge of
only using tens and ones blocks to regroup and represent
numbers in the hundreds. ‘Think boards’ were created for the
students to show expanding, drawing and writing a range of
numbers.
This week, we started our unit on Measurement, specifically
focusing on Mass. Students have been using balance scales to measure, compare and order a range of objects
according to their mass. Teamwork was a big focus this week. Students eagerly engaged in a range of activities that
required them to work together to complete various tasks involving mass and recording their observations.

History
In History, we have been learning about ‘the last chief of the Yarra Yarra Tribe’ William Barak (1824-1908) and the
importance of the work that he did as an advocate and spokesperson for Indigenous people. The students
discovered why William Barak was such an important historical figure and other interesting facts. We have been
exploring the different tributes around the City of Melbourne dedicated to William Barak. The students have had
many discussions about why they think that these different landmarks around Melbourne have been created in
William Barak’s honour, and have been provided with opportunities to record their knowledge and understanding.
Science
This week in Science, students have continued to develop their understanding of mixtures and identifying the
different properties and purposes. Students were given the opportunity to review our ‘All Mixed Up’ unit by
beginning to create a ‘Mix and Match’ book, by writing and drawing a mixture, what it is made of and how it is used.
We are excited to share these and explore some ‘interesting’ mixtures soon!
Just a reminder that as a part of Science this term, students have been asked to find some examples of different
mixtures at home and take a photo or draw a picture of them. Please keep sending these pictures or drawings into
the classroom with your child or through Classroom Dojo. Thank you for your support!

Middle School
Year 3
The Year 3 students have had a blast over the last fortnight! We had so much fun at the Book Week parade and
completed a range of Book Week activities. As usual there was some fantastic imagination shown in the range of
wonderful costumes on parade and students really enjoyed making their plasticine space scenes based on the book,
Stellarphant. Students also enjoyed the fantastic Tony Bones with his production of The Imagineer.
In Reading we have been developing our understanding of Poetry. Students have been examining what makes
something a poem, looking at rhythm and rhyme, the use of descriptive and figurative language and various poetic
devices, such as alliteration. To further develop their understanding of alliteration students had a go at writing their
own funny tongue twisters using interesting adjectives.
Felicity from 3A created a fantastic tongue twister about teachers:
If the teacher teaches, then who teaches the teacher?
Because if a teacher teaches the teacher, then who taught the teacher that taught the teacher?
They are now revising synonyms and antonyms to write our own diamante poem. Students had a fun week creating
inspiration pages in the Writer’s Notebook by using their imagination and senses. A highlight for them was when
they used their sense of taste to describe a variety of foods such as cocoa powder, vegemite, skittles and lemon
sherbet. The teachers were not very popular after the cocoa powder experience.
In Maths we have been revising our understanding of the language of Probability and Statistics. We have extended
this into various Chance experiments where we have collected and represented our data in formal ways, such as tally
sheets and column graphs. Students had great fun flipping coins and rolling dice and recording their data. After
carrying out their experiments and graphing their results students have been able to analyse their data, formulate
questions and draw some logical conclusions about some of their results.
We are all looking forward to the Swimming program which starts next week and is always educational and lots of
fun. Another highlight of every year comes around next week with our annual Footy Day Parade. Footy Day this year
will include lots of football related activities and will incorporate some Maths and Writing activities with a football
theme. The parade takes place straight after assembly on Friday morning. If you’re free, be sure to come along and
join the fun.

Year 4
Reading (Book Week)
Each class started off the Book Week celebrations by preparing a classroom door display, inspired by our recent
author study of David Walliams. The Year Fours enjoyed participating in the book character dress up day. We were
blown away by the creativity and efforts of the students with their costumes. Unfortunately, the same cannot be
said for Mr Moore’s dad jokes at the parade! We read the picture story book, ‘Blue Flower’ by Sonya Hartnett. This
story is about self-esteem, resilience and the discovery that being different can be something wonderful. To
celebrate their own differences, the students created line drawings, signing their artwork with their thumb print.

Writing
The students have been enjoying building up their writers’ notebooks with lots of ideas, prompts and vocabulary to
use in their poems or future writing pieces. Students investigated how their senses can help support their writing by
adding depth and detail to their texts. Using their experiences, they have begun writing poems all about their
emotions, as well as beginning some fun Haiku poems about nature and animals.
Maths
In Maths, the students have been studying capacity and volume. They enjoyed exploring
the capacities of various containers. The students made predictions and measured
capacity accurately, through the use of scaled instruments. More recently, we have been
exploring the volume of various containers and considering appropriate informal units of
measurement.
For greater accuracy and as a more efficient strategy, the students have been exploring
the use of formulas to calculate volume.

Senior School
Year 5
The Year 5’s have almost completed their ‘choose your own adventure’ games in Digital Technology. They have been
busy testing each other’s games and giving feedback to make the games bug free, aesthetically pleasing and
awesome fun to play.
This fortnight in Mathematics, the Year 5 students investigated volume and estimating using units of measurement.
We built 3D objects using cubic centimetres and calculated the volume using the formula for rectangular prisms;
Volume = Length x Width x Height. The students also tried to solve a problem involving the plans for a swimming
pool where both ends were at different depths.
In Writing, our students have been able to finish their choice biographies, self-assess their work and give partner
feedback. This time everyone also recorded their voices while presenting their biography to practise their speaking
and listening skills. The students enjoyed being able to hear about a range of different people’s lives.
This past week was Book Week and the Year 5’s
loved getting involved. The dress ups were amazing
and the joy of reading was clearly evident as we dug
into some great books and related activities in class.
As a year level, we read the story ‘Just One Bee’ and
the students were able to create their own bees
and bugs with colour foiled paper. We also focussed
on precise language and the importance of carefully
selecting words when writing to best captivate our
audience.

Year 6
We are back from camp. Here is a teaser of what we did. Stay tuned for the next newsletter and a complete
summary of our time away.

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Archie

Shameeka

Kayla

Emily

Parku

Ella

Moses

Senul

Tyler

Salina

Madison

Jack

Julia

Lachlan

Yasmine

Eli

Hunter

