16 September 2022

Upcoming Dates
October
Monday 3rd
Thursday 6th
Thursday 6th
Monday 10th
Tuesday 11th
Wednesday 12th
Monday 17th
Friday 21st
Friday 21st
Tuesday 25th
Wednesday 26th
Monday 31st

November
Term 4 Commences
Colour Dress Up Day
Division Athletics
2023 Foundation Transition
Year 1 Excursion
Year 3 Camp Departs
Year 4 Camp Departs
Sushi Lunch
2023 Foundation Transition
Year 5 Excursion
Year 2 Incursion
Curriculum Day

Monday 1st
Wednesday 2nd
Thursday 3rd
Friday 4th
Wednesday 9th
Friday 11th
Friday 11th
Monday 14th
Friday 18th

Melbourne Cup Holiday
Foundation Incursion
2023 Foundation Transition
Subway Lunch
Japanese Day & Sushi Lunch
Choir at RSL Remembrance Day
Service
Colour Run
Student Free Day
2023 Foundation Transition

Principal’s Report
Time flies when you’re having fun! It is hard to believe we are at the end of another busy and highly productive term.
Term Three has been filled with a wide variety of whole school and class activities that have engaged and
entertained our students.
There was wonderful excitement and colour last week as we celebrated Footy Day. It was great to see the return of
our parade which was followed by footy themed activities on the oval. Our special footy day lunch was one of the
highlights. A sincere thank you to the parent volunteers who spent many hours preparing, cooking and sorting food
for students.
Our whole school swimming program concluded today. Over the past two weeks our students have spent time
developing their skills in the pool and learning important water safety lessons ahead of the summer months. It was
great to see such excitement on the students’ faces.
As this newsletter is being prepared, our Year Five students are busy exploring Sovereign Hill and gaining an insight
into what life was like in the 1850s. They have been able to visit mines, tour various exhibits and view several shows.
We look forward to hearing of their adventures when they return.
The action is set to continue in Term 4. In October we have our first Foundation transition session, Year 6 colour day
fundraiser, Year 4 camp, Year 3 camp and a number of excursions and incursions. The Colour Run is also quickly
approaching and if you haven’t already, I encourage you to mark Friday 11 November in your diary.
NAPLAN
NAPLAN results for students in Years 3 and 5 have been posted home to families. Our results continue to be strong
and are testament to the hard work of students, parents and staff.
COVID-19 isolation requirements have changed
Any student or staff member who tests positive to COVID-19 must now isolate for a minimum of 5 days instead of 7.
If they are asymptomatic, they may return to school on day 6. If they are symptomatic, they must remain in isolation
until day 7. If they have symptoms after 7 days, they are strongly advised to stay home until their symptoms have
resolved.
As an additional risk mitigation, the Department of Health strongly recommends that those leaving isolation wear a
face mask when away from home, both indoors and outdoors, and when they cannot physically distance. Those

leaving isolation on day 6 should wear a mask for 5 days but particularly the first 2 days. Those leaving isolation on
day 7 should wear a mask for 4 days but particularly the first 2 days.
Those leaving isolation should consider taking a rapid antigen test before attending school.
Colour Dress Up Day
Year 6 are leading a whole school dress up day to raise money for their upcoming Graduation. On Thursday 6
October students can dress up in their favourite colour from head to toe. For example, wear red shorts, t-shirt, and
socks.
It should be lots of fun!
Curriculum Day and Professional Practice Day
Each year schools need to conduct four curriculum (student free) days. At Ruskin Park we generally spread these out
across the year, with one held each term. Our Term Four curriculum day is Monday 31 October.
Schools are also required to schedule staff professional practice days throughout the year. Due to staff shortages
across the industry, the Department has advised that in Term Four this will be an additional day where students do
not attend school. Following School Council approval, this date will be Monday 14 November. Please note, this has
been changed from Monday 24 October.
OSHC will be running supervision programs on both Monday 31 October and Monday 14 November.
Buildings and Grounds Update
As you can no doubt see, our new building is progressing quickly.
In addition to this, our buildings and grounds committee has also been
busy planning other improvements for our site. One key project is the
construction of a new gazebo. Work has commenced, with the structure
designed to provide shelter for our current Year 3 classrooms and for
parents at the end of each school day. It will also be a wonderful outdoor
learning space. I will share some images once it is complete.
Traffic Management
In a recent newsletter I detailed some of the changes being made by
Maroondah Council to improve traffic flow and safety in our surrounding
areas. I strongly encourage all our families to carefully check signage when
dropping off and collecting students as parking inspectors regularly visit all
schools. It is also important as signage is in place to protect our students
and other members of our community.
The main change to improve pick up and drop off is the reduction of the
‘No Stopping- School Times’ restriction in front of the school from 40
metres to 20 metres.
We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and look forward to seeing
you all back at school on Monday 3 October.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
What a way to finish the term! The last few weeks have been busy down
here in prep land but we have loved all the different events that we have
experienced.
Firefighter Visit
Last week we had Zachary and Murray from Croydon Fire Station come in
and talk to our cohort about a range of topics, like helpers in our
community, good and bad fires and what to do when there is a fire. The
students were enthralled with this opportunity and loved being able to
shoot water from the hose, look at firefighter gear and explore the
inside/outside of a fire truck!

Footy Day
Footy Day was also a hit! It was great to see the students dressed in their football colours and parading around in
assembly. We all had such a blast with the football activities that Mr. McDonald had organised. Check out some of
the photos below!

Swimming
We are so proud of our little ones for building their
confidence with swimming. We had quite a few nervous
swimmers on day one, but as the week progressed, we had
lots of students giving it a go with a smile on their face.
Thank you to all the parent helpers that came along to help
with our sessions!

Literacy
In Reading, the students have been exploring text to self connections. We have looked at a range of different stories
and have been learning about how they can remind us of different things that we have seen or done in our personal
lives. Encourage your child at home to look for their own text to self connections using different sentence starters
like “this reminds me of..” or “my connection is…”
In Writing, we have continued to explore how we can use other stories to help structure our own narratives.
Students have been using Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes as inspiration for their own stories and have been
working hard to include all the necessary elements of a narrative like characters, a setting, problem and solution. It
has been fantastic to see their confidence grow with this unit and to see how far they have come with their writing
this year.
Numeracy
To consolidate our students' knowledge of addition, we have revisited the topic again whilst bringing in our
knowledge of teen numbers and counting. To help with their understanding of addition, we have been exploring lots
of different strategies that we can use when we add numbers and groups together. Students have been engaging in
multiple experiences where they have been able to use physical materials, and have a go at some of the strategies
taught such as counting on, drawing pictures, using number lines etc.

Junior School
Year 1
We can’t believe we are already at the end of Term 3! The students have had another amazing term, they are
learning and growing every day and we are so proud of them!
Footy Day
Last week we celebrated all things FOOTBALL. Students came dressed in their team
colours and we cheered and supported each other. Then it was on to some skills
training as we set off onto the oval to have-a-go at tackling, handballing, kicking, and so
on. We had so much fun.
Check out some of the photos below!

Literacy
This week students have been focusing on their targeted writing goals during free choice writing, ensuring they
understand what they are working on and thinking of ways to improve their writing. Students have loved having the
opportunity to write stories, songs, information texts and many other writing genres!
In Reading we have continued to develop our knowledge of inferring using clues within the text. This week students
had the challenge of being detectives to figure out who stole the missing house cup! Students had to look for clues
within the text such as the person's appearance, the statements the suspects gave and the clues left behind on Mr
Moore's desk. The students were experts and figured out it was Miss Rouda who stole the house cup!
While reading at home you may want to pause and infer how a character is feeling and what clues in the text give
you this information. Happy reading!
Maths
We have been doing a lot of grouping and sorting as we begin our unit on Multiplication. Students have been
identifying items in our natural environment which already come in groups, such as arms, ears, toes, chair legs, eggs,
and so on. Students identified and created equal groups before using skip counting and repeated addition to count
and check their thinking.
Science
In Science, we started a STEM project where students used newspapers to create a table. The challenge was to see
how much weight the table could bear. There was a lot of engineering, negotiating and constructing before we
tested our constructions - some successful, while others needed to revise their ideas!

Bubbles
A huge THANK YOU to Erin for helping us to create these enormous bubbles as part of our science unit ‘Changing
Everyday Materials’. There were smiles and giggles all afternoon!

Swimming
Students were super excited to embark on our swimming program this week. It has been a while since we have been
able to go swimming as a level. Our time on the bus and in the pool was greeted with cheers of excitement and
songs to get us there and back. For some students, this was the first time they participated in lessons so we were
delighted to offer this opportunity.

Year 2
Just like that it is the end of Term 3! It was a jam-packed term full of wonderful activities and we would like to thank
all families for your continued support.
Last week we celebrated Footy Day where the students were able to put their skills to the test and we participated in
a range of activities. They had an absolute ball! Check out some of our footy stars below.

This week, our students took part in the swimming program at Vicki Fields Swim School. They did such a wonderful
job at representing Ruskin Park by demonstrating respect to all and consistently demonstrating our school values.
The students all displayed persistence and determination by giving everything a go and trying their best. Well done
Year 2!
Wellbeing
We have continued to explore kindness over the last 2 weeks. The
students have really delved into what kindness looks like and how they
could show it every day in and out of the classroom. We have had
many conversations and provided the students with lots of
opportunities to practise being kind and we encourage you to continue
to discuss this with your child at home.
Literacy
In Literacy we have been exploring Dreamtime and creation stories. We have been immersing ourselves in the
Indigenous culture and looking at lots of different Dreamtime texts as well as discussing and recording why we think
they were written. This week, we explicitly focused on creation stories written by Indigenous authors. We discovered
that creation stories tell people about Indigenous history, cultures and beliefs. We read the text ‘How the Birds got
Their Colours’ and used paint to create our own birds. Check out our amazing creations below!

Maths
We had such a wonderful time exploring capacity last week! The students eagerly engaged in multiple activities that
focused on estimating and measuring the capacity of a range of containers. We had lots of fun using water to
measure a range of objects to determine the capacity and record our observations. The students were taught about
formal and informal units of measurement in regard to capacity and volume and how we could use them to
measure. The students were very surprised to hear that they may have been measuring capacity and volume without
even knowing it if they had ever done any baking or cooking at home!
History
The students loved learning about the history of our school, our local area and about
a significant person during our ‘Then and Now’ History unit this term. We concluded
the unit by focusing on the history of celebrations. The students discussed and
brainstormed different celebrations they had with their families and explained the
importance of them. We recorded our learning with a mind map that demonstrated
our understanding of when and why we celebrate those events in our lives.
Science
We had such an amazing time during our Chemical Science unit this term! The
students had lots of wonderful experiences mixing, creating and recording. They had
many opportunities to work in small groups and partners and demonstrate their
wonderful teamwork skills! We concluded our unit and demonstrated our
knowledge of mixtures by making chocolate crackles last week and discussing and
recording our findings. The students especially enjoyed getting to eat what they
created!

Middle School
Year 3
The Year 3 students have had a jam packed fortnight! We began last week with
our swimming lessons. Some students were a little nervous about dipping their
toes in the water, and others couldn’t wait to jump in. All students learnt some
new skills and ended the week exhausted but with smiles on their faces. We also
had a great time at the Ruskin Footy Day. Students showed off their footy

scarves, beanies and guernseys at the parade in the gym while singing along to their team’s song. We then headed
out to the oval to practise our footy skills. There was handballing at targets, tackling tackle bags, high marks and
kicking relays.

In Reading we have continued our Poetry unit. The Year 3s were introduced to cinquain poems that include five lines
with a specific syllable pattern that describe a noun or a topic. We have also read a range of limericks this week.
Students have worked hard to identify the specific rhyming pattern used in limericks and the different rhyming
words and the beat that limericks encompass. We are also trying very hard to finish reading The BFG before the end
of the term! Students have made many connections to the Queen while reading the text.
In Writing students have really enjoyed the unit on Poetry and have been very creative. They have looked at a range
of poetry styles and have written their own diamantes, cinquains and limericks. We have had diamantes comparing
Day and Night, or Autumn and Spring, and cinquains about the natural world or that retell a famous fairytale.
Students really enjoyed writing limericks and we have had some terrific limerick poems, including one about a girl
called Toni who loved riding her pony and a girl from Peru who went to the zoo and saw a kangaroo! Students chose
their favourite poems from the last three weeks and published them on Google Classroom in Digi-Tech.

In Maths we concluded our unit on Chance and Data. We completed several tasks including a range of chance
experiments looking at all the possible outcomes when tossing 2 coins and examining the likelihood of 2 heads, 2
tails or 1 head and 1 tail. Students also compiled their own data set by surveying their classmates on their favourite
class rewards and then had to represent their data in 2 different ways and draw their conclusions by analysing the
data. The Year 3s have had great fun completing our unit on Mapping. We first learnt how to read a grid on a map
using the x and y axis. We then learnt how to read a compass rose and worked out where north, south, east and
west are in relation to our classrooms. Students navigated their way around a map of our upcoming Phillip Island
camp, working out the different landmarks and how to get from one to another. Students then created their own
maps of their classroom, using grid references and compass directions. We also had lots of fun playing Battleships,
with students using their knowledge of grid references to locate their opponents' hidden ships.

In History students have been studying a range of topics related to Aboriginal history. This week, after examining a
range of Aboriginal art, students had a go at some Aboriginal style dot painting, incorporating various Aboriginal
symbols and Australian animals.

We finished our last Chemical Science lesson this week, with a focus on recycling. The Year 3s used their
understanding of how matter can change from a solid to a liquid and back again, to help them understand the
process of recycling soft plastics. Students thought about the advantages and disadvantages of plastic, and how
much plastic they use in a normal day. We concluded that everyone should try their best to recycle as much soft
plastic as they can, by collecting what they use and placing it in special bins at the supermarket.

Year 4
Reading
The Year 4 students have been thoroughly engaged in our poetry unit. They have been exploring Blackout poems,
emotion poems and Haikus. During reading sessions we have been investigating the different poetic devices that are
used such as alliteration or metaphors. To finish the term, the Year 4s read, rehearsed and presented a poem to the
class with a focus on fluency and expression. The students invested their time and energy into these and they should
be proud of how they presented.
Writing
In Writing the Year 4 students have been composing a wide range of poems. This involved working in our Writer’s
Notebook, thinking about topics and words that would link in well with the poem type. Students were then able to
end the term with the opportunity to publish their favourite poems and share them with their friends.
Maths
In Maths, the students have had a focus on patterns. We have been looking at patterns that in particular result from
multiplication or division. They have had the opportunity to apply this knowledge through a variety of games and
activities. They made their own function robots and practised inputting a number then applying their chosen rule.
The Year 4s are also improving their problem solving skills, now understanding how CUBES can be applied when they
are faced with a worded problem.

Footy Day
What a fun day! The students were all decked out in their
favourite football club’s colours. After the parade the
students had the opportunity to head to the oval and
participate in a variety of footy themed activities.
Followed by a delicious hot lunch later in the day and
football themed maths tasks.

Senior School
Footy Day
It was amazing to see so many Senior School students dressed up in their footy colours for the school’s Footy Day
celebrations.
Students participated in a variety of football drills including the tackle bag, handball challenge, specky challenge and
kicking for goal.

Swimming
It has been an extremely busy time in the Senior School with the 5/6 Swimming program also occurring during Week
9.
It was marvellous to see so many Senior School students in the pool and embracing the swimming sessions,
developing confidence in their abilities and having fun with their friends in the pool.
Year 6 Warrnambool Tour
Our Year Six cohort had a wonderful time at Warrnambool. It was the cohort’s first camp since 2019 and we were so
impressed with their attitude and participation on the camp. All students who attended the camp were respectful,
responsible and supportive of each other.
Day One saw the excited students depart Ruskin Park headed for the Great Ocean Road. One of the highlights on the
first day was a stop off and tour of the 12 Apostles. We were lucky to have the sun shining on us despite the windy
conditions and students enjoyed the chance to walk around and check out the apostles. Many photos were taken
and memories collected. We then continued our sightseeing tour and explored various parts of the coast on our way
to Warrnambool. As we got closer to Warrnambool the skies darkened and by 4pm it was almost pitch black. We had
our own sound and light show from the comforts of our bus as we had a 360 degree view of the lightning storm. We
finally reached the camp grounds at around 5pm and unloaded in the rain and wind. Everyone was excited to find

out their cabin groups and of course have dinner! Chicken schnitzels and chips
were for dinner to the cheers of many! After dinner, students had the chance to
enjoy cabin time with their mates and unpack.
The second day was an action-packed day with a huge range of activities. We
started with bacon and eggs for breakfast, before boarding the bus for our first
stop – Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village. Here we were given an educational session
about the shipwrecked coast and toured the museum, viewing treasures which
were sitting on the bottom of the ocean for years. We also walked around the
village and some students saw the opportunity of the lolly shop as a good
excuse to spend some of their spending money. After this, we had lunch and
then departed for Hopkins Falls which was a surreal experience. Given the rain
overnight the falls were an awesome sight to behold, and the wind factor made
for some viewing. When then headed off down the coastline and went whale
spotting. Immediately many of us saw a couple of whales, which was a thrill!
Next, we headed off for ten pin bowling, which was a surprise to many. Students had the opportunity to show off
their skills and have fun bowling with their friends. Much fun was had. We then returned to the campsite and had
dinner – barbeque. Everyone was happy! We then hopped back on the bus and drove towards our final activity for
the busy day and night – Mini Golf at night! This was for many students a highlight, competing against each other
and teachers. With the lights on and music pumping, it made for a fun night.
The final day of our tour meant we had to be up early, packed and ready for leave. We had our final bacon and egg
breakfast before boarding the bus for the Tower Hill State Game Reserve. Here we had an indigenous information
session with a local leader, and then we were able to walk around the reserve, where we tried many different local
bush tucker along the way. We were also lucky to see wildlife including koalas (at least 8), wallabies and even a snake
or two! Students then had the chance to learn how to throw the boomerang and have a go at it. It was not easy! We
then boarded the bus for our return to Ruskin Park.
Everyone had a wonderful time and many memories were created.

Year Five Sovereign Hill Camp
Our Year Five students are returning from heir Sovereign Hill camp with many wonderful memories. We look forward
to hearing about their adventures once they get back to school. Below are a few snapshots from their time away.

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
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