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Principal’s Report 
As you can see from the calendar above, the second half of Term 3 looks busy with a number of exciting 

opportunities available to our students. Please keep an eye out for key dates in upcoming newsletters and also 

monitor events on Compass. Some of our whole school events to mark in your diary include: 

Curriculum Day- Monday 22 August 

Book Week Dress Up Day- Tuesday 23 August  

A special Book Week incursion is scheduled for Thursday 1 September.  

Father’s Day Stall- Thursday 1 September 

Footy Day- Friday 9 September 

Swimming for Years 3 to 6 (second last week of term) and Foundation to Year 2 (last week of term). Details (including 

lesson times) are now available on Compass.   

100 Days of School 

There was great excitement last week as our Foundation students 

celebrated their first 100 days of school. They have achieved so much 

already and we are thrilled to have them all as part of our Ruskin Park 

community. They each bring their own unique talents and personalities 

and it is always a highlight visiting their rooms. Well done also to all the 

staff who have contributed to an incredibly successful first 100 days.  

Thank you to our families for their ongoing support and for partnering 

with us in their child’s educational journey.  

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

August 
Monday 8th   

Tuesday 9th  

Tuesday 9th  

Tuesday 16th  

Wednesday 17th    

Friday 19th    

Monday 22nd   

Tuesday 23rd  

Tuesday 23rd  

Wednesday 24th  

Friday 26th  

Monday 29th  

 
ICAS Commences 

Subway Lunch 

Foundation Excursion 

Regional Netball Finals 

Year 5 STEAM Excursion 

Hoop Time (Years 5 & 6) 

Curriculum Day  

Book Week Dress Up Day 

Sushi Lunch 

Book Fair Commences 

Hoop Time (Years 3 & 4) 

Year 6 Camp Departs 

September 

Thursday 1st   

Thursday 1st   

Friday 2nd  

Monday 5th  

Friday 9th  

Monday 12th  

 

Wednesday 14th  

Friday 16th  

 
Book Week Incursion 

Fathers’ Day Stall 

District Athletics 

Years 3 to 6 Swimming Commences 

Footy Day 

Foundation to Year 2 Swimming 

Commences 

Year 5 Camp Departs 

End of Term 3 (2:30pm) 

 



 

 

Building Update 

Significant progress has occurred since my last update. The brick work for the ground floor is complete and the 

internal works are commencing. The roof structure is also advancing at a rapid pace and the panelling for the second 

floor is not too far away.  

A few consecutive days of dry weather has also assisted in drying our grounds. Parts of our grounds did need to be 

dug up a few months ago in order to upgrade our fire service. We have reinstated paths and with parent assistance 

covered some of the additional muddy and high traffic areas with stones.  Thank you to those who assisted in this 

task.   

As part of the building program, a significant upgrade to our electrical system does need to occur. This will take place 

in the first week of the September school holidays. As a result, the Team Kids program will need to be relocated for 

just this holiday period. They will advise of alternate locations through their usual channels. Thank you in advance for 

your flexibility.  

School Values 

As many of you would be aware, we launched our new school values earlier this year. These values are regularly 

highlighted in classrooms as we seek to incorporate them into our daily lives. In addition to posters in our 

classrooms, we have new art work in our office. Feel free to check it out next time you visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Foundation Enrolments 

A sincere thank you to all families who have completed Foundation enrolment forms for 2023. This is important 

information that assists us to plan for next year. As per the Department’s timeline, enrolments for next year are due 

by Friday 12 August. We will send confirmation letters shortly after this date.  

Please make contact if you have any questions or if I can provide any assistance.   



 

 

Exciting Staff News 

I am excited to share baby news from Miss Doensen and Miss Budge. Congratulations!!  

Miss Doensen recently welcomed Macie 

 

Miss Budge recently welcomed Sonny 

 

 

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 
Assistant Principal Report 
 

One of the beautiful things about the 

culture at Ruskin Park is that everyone is 

welcome and that although we come each 

day with various backgrounds and 

experiences, we work together as a team. 

Everyone is different and that is a 

blessing. To me it would be very boring if 

we were all the same. Today I want to talk 

about autism.  Autism Spectrum Australia 

describes autism as follows: “Autism is a 

condition that affects how a person 

thinks, feels, interacts with others, and 

experiences their environment. It is a life 

long disability that starts when a person is 

born and stays with them into old age. 

Every Autistic person is different to every 

other. That is why autism is described as a 

‘spectrum’. Aspect describes autism as a 

different brilliant. 

A different brilliant is something I 

definitely agree with and there are certain 

misconceptions around people with 

Austism and often people aren’t sure how 

to support people with it. Beside is a list of 

ways which might help: 



 

 

Further to that, there have been times over the years where, I have used the movie ‘Inside Out’ to navigate this 

space where appropriate. It is simply amazing.  

 

A couple of weeks ago, one of the teachers here at Ruskin sent this to me on the weekend, wondering how we could 

use it at school. I am posting it here for families to look at as well. This video can be found on Facebook on the Al 

Shams Centre. It is certainly worth your time. 

 

Some of my favourite experiences over the years have been from teaching students with Autism. As Autism 

Spectrum Australia also says “There are lots of myths and misunderstandings about autism but while many Autistic 

people experience difficulties, with the right support Autistic people can achieve a great quality of life.”  

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 

 
Foundation 
 

We made it to 100 Days! Thank you to all the parents who worked with their 

children to make a t-shirt for our 100th day celebration. All the students looked 

amazing and a fun day was had by all. We started our day by making crowns to wear 

for the day and special glasses. All the Foundation students paid a visit to Mr Moore 

and Ms Young to demonstrate their fabulous counting, all the way up to 100! We’ve 

been preparing for the day all year, revising our numbers each day and working on 

strategies such as counting forwards and backwards, tallying, writing numbers and 



 

 

using tens frames. We met our 5/6 buddies out in the school yard for 100 exercises and enjoyed a play on the 

playground together. 

Our excursion to the Museum is on Tuesday the 9th of August. Please arrive at school by 8:15am so we can be ready 

to leave on the bus by 8:30am. Students can bring a small backpack with their snack, lunch and drink bottle. 

Thank you to the parent helpers who have been supporting our PMP program on Monday afternoons, we can’t run it 

without you so we are extremely grateful. 

Literacy 

We have continued our focus on fairy tales. Last week we went into the woods with Little 

Red Riding Hood and this week we have immersed ourselves in Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears. We have been using these texts to look at key features, which includes characters, 

settings and what occurs during the beginning, middle and end of the book. We’ve also 

been trying to visualise character descriptions. Students have been encouraged to close 

their eyes to make a picture in their mind before drawing their image in their Reader’s 

Notebook. We are continuing to use fairy tales in our writing. Students are retelling each 

fairy tale with growing confidence and detail in their own words.  

As part of our Book Week celebrations, we have a dress up day on the 23rd of August 

where students can come as a favourite book character.  

Maths  

Our maths focus has shifted to division so we have been doing lots of sharing. Most students have experience of 

sharing, especially if they have siblings at home, so this has aided their understanding. We’ve shared bananas 

between monkeys, leaves between koalas and cookies between children. Once all items have been shared we’re 

checking all our groups have the same amount to make them equal. You can help at home in everyday situations by 

showing how playing cards, toys, food items etc can be shared equally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have also been introduced to their maths toolkit. Each of their toolkits has activities specifically targeted to 

their individual learning goals. Students are enjoying their independent time to work through their task for 10-15 

minutes either at the beginning of maths or as part of their morning routine. New activities will be added regularly to 

continue to engage each student. 

 



 

 

History  

We’ve begun to look at how dance has changed over time and also how dance is different among various cultures 

around the world.  We’re looking forward to our visit to the museum on Tuesday the 9th of August to help support 

our unit focus, we will participate in the ‘My Grandmother’s Toy Box’ story experience and visit other exhibits on the 

day. 

Junior School 

Year 1 
And just like that, it is week 4! We have had an exciting few weeks with lots of amazing learning.  

Literacy 

In Literacy we have continued to focus on our procedural writing unit. Students have continued to explore a range of 

procedural writing pieces and are becoming confident in identifying the structure and features of a procedural text 

such as an exciting title, goal, being very specific in their steps and remembering to include sequencing words!  

This week students had the opportunity to write a range of procedural texts, some of the students’ favourite topics 

were ‘How to Make a Disgusting Sandwich’ and ‘How to Plant a Seed’. Students had the opportunity to participate in 

some hands-on learning experiences following their procedural text. Students embraced the challenge of creating 

detailed steps which were carefully followed to complete their chosen procedural writing task. 

In Reading, we have begun to focus on the Author's Purpose. Students have started to explore Author’s Purpose and 

the three reasons authors write; to persuade, to inform and to entertain. Students became experts at identifying the 

Author's Purpose through using a range of genres and found different clues in the text to build on this skill. While 

reading at home you may like to ask your child what the author’s purpose is in the book you are reading.  

Maths  

In Maths, we are investigating the capacity of various containers through hands-on activities using water, rice, blocks 

and other manipulatives in and around the classroom. We are identifying containers that hold the same quantity and 

comparing those that hold more or less. Our challenge has been to prove our thinking! That means we are 

hypothesising, testing and checking our predictions. This has been tricky, challenging and rewarding, building our 

knowledge so we can explain our thinking. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Science  

In Science we have continued to explore changes in everyday materials. Over the term, students will be investigating 

and observing how different objects physically change in terms of colour, texture and more.  

Students participated in their second experiment last week and became some very clever scientists, exploring 

predictions and outcomes. Students had to predict what would happen to a popcorn kernel if heat was applied to it. 



 

 

We used a popcorn machine to help our popcorn kernel experiment and made some delicious popcorn! We spoke 

about the different states of a popcorn kernel and how it feels, tastes, smells and looks!  

 

Year 2 
We have had such a wonderful start to Term 3! The students have done a fantastic job at engaging in a range of 

educational experiences and have been working hard on taking accountability for their learning and individual 

learning goals. Just a reminder that Book Week is not too far away! We are really looking forward to celebrating our 

love of reading. The Ruskin Park ‘Book Week Dress Up Day’ will be on the 23rd of August, which will come up very 

quickly! 

Wellbeing 

The students have been given the opportunity to reflect on, discuss and record 

what friendly behaviours can be demonstrated in the classroom and how they can 

be inclusive of all others. We have begun to discuss equality and have been 

discovering what that looks like through games and activities. The students have been working in teams to discuss 

and record ideas about how they can participate in activities with both boys and girls. Each grade developed a 

‘classroom statement’ about how we can make the classroom a respectful place for all.  

Literacy 

We have been busy reading and thinking about the characters in Oliver Jeffers’ stories. We have been using timelines 

to track how a character is feeling and writing about how they feel at different parts in the story, making 

observations about what caused any changes. We have compared characters across texts to see if there are any 

similarities of differences between characters and between stories.  

 

 

We are continuing with our narrative writing and using our learning about character traits to show how a character’s 

words and actions can help the reader to understand what kind of person/character they are. We have shared our 

stories via the Author's Chair and had some fun guessing each other's character traits using evidence to support our 

guesses. We have also been busy learning about compound words.  

  

                          

 

 



 

 

Maths 

Last week in Maths, students explored division. We focused on various strategies and materials that we could use to 

solve division problems such as equal groups, repeated subtraction and number lines. Students were given lots of 

opportunities to demonstrate and deepen their understanding of division using hands on manipulatives. Students 

enjoyed learning about division through the ‘Snake Game’, where they had to use their division knowledge to find 

out if a number could be divided equally, and if it could be divided equally, they were able to move to the next spot 

on the snake! You might like to ask your child to teach you the game at home. Check out some of our amazing 

division work below.  

 

This week in Maths, students learnt about 2D and 3D shapes and their properties. Students matched the 2D shape to 

their corresponding 3D shape and were given the opportunity to discover and learn about vertices, edges and faces 

and how to identify how many each shape has. We enjoyed various discussions about how we could sort different 

shapes according to a range of factors.  

 

History  

In History, we have continued to discover the changes that have occurred throughout time in our local community. 

We have investigated the similarities and differences between the past and the present for different areas of 

Croydon such as Croydon Train Station and Croydon Main street. The students looked at a range of photos that 

display different times in history and worked together to record their observations about what they saw that was the 

same and what they saw that was different using a VENN diagram.  

Science  

The students have continued to eagerly engage in our Chemical Science unit, focusing on what occurs when they mix 

a range of materials together. The students loved making Oobleck and enjoyed discovering its magical properties and 

recording their observations. Next, it was time to experiment! Putting their ‘scientist hats’ on, students explored 

what materials mix well with water and what materials don’t. They then used their scientific knowledge gained 

throughout the experiment to determine what they could do to try and effectively mix materials that would not 

usually mix together.  

 



 

 

The fun doesn’t stop at school! You can investigate mixtures at home! 

Check out the following link for some mixture ideas that your budding scientist might like to create at home: 

https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/56712/concoctions-for-kids-3-ingredients/  

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
The Year 3 students are absolutely flying through Term 3! We have continued reading a wide range of biographies 

and informational texts over the last fortnight, reading up on Taylor Swift, Emma Watson, the inventor of the slinky, 

and sharks! Students have worked to identify the audience of different biographies, as well as using our ‘skimming 

and scanning’ skills to identify important details. We then summarised these details into succinct paragraphs, and 

combined our prior knowledge and new knowledge to create a synthesis of our understanding.  

In Writing, the Year 3s began planning and drafting a biography on an influential Indigenous Australian. Some of the 

people we are researching include Ash Barty, Baker Boy, Patty Mills and Jessica Mauboy. We completed some 

internet research, writing down dot points in our biography planners of important details. Students made sure their 

research was in chronological order and guided by subheadings. Students then began drafting their biographies using 

full sentences, paragraphs and correct tense.  

In Maths we have begun looking at number patterns and function machines. The Year 3 

students have created many of their own number patterns that made use of addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division. We learnt about the words ‘term’ and ‘rule’ when 

continuing number patterns. Some students even felt confident enough to create number 

patterns that used more than one rule, such as add 5 minus 2 or using multiplication to 

challenge their thinking. We then had fun creating our own ‘funky function machines’. 

Students wrote several ‘rules’ on a strip of paper that slid from side to side through their 

function machine. Students then identified the ‘input’ and ‘output’ of the machine based 

on the rule they had chosen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History students have been studying the lifestyle of Aboriginal people prior to European settlement. They have 

been looking at the relationship with the land of the Aboriginal people and focussing more specifically on the broad 

range of different food sources utilised and the seasonal knowledge required to find the various food sources. 

Students are analysing a “native tucker map” to see where different types of food were available and how the 

climate and terrain affected this. 

In DigiTech students are beginning to explore algorithms by describing a sequence of steps to show the order of 

events. This week they were given an image and needed to write the steps a robot would follow to solve the 

https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/56712/concoctions-for-kids-3-ingredients/


 

 

problem. They also followed directions to create a pattern for their friend to solve. You might like to draw up a grid 

like the image below and use the steps below to challenge your child.  

 

  

In Science we have been melting things! Students were shown a collection of melted objects (a candle, water, and 

chocolate) and had to match the melted objects with their unmelted equivalents. Students identified that heat was 

the culprit of all of this melting, and predicted that freezing might turn some of these objects back to their original 

state. We then applied heat to other substances such as honey, oil, plastic, metal, wood and more chocolate chips. 

Students sketched what they noticed before heat was applied and after, and noted down any differences.  

 

Year 4 

Literacy 

In Reading, the students have been exploring the author, David Walliams. They have read a variety of his texts 

enjoying his use of language devices such as onomatopoeia, alliteration, play with font and size. The students are 

continuing to work hard on their reading goals during choice work time and are progressing towards achieving 

them.    

In Writing, the students have been building up some background for a David Walliams inspired story. They have been 

completing Writer’s Notebook entries on setting, character, themes and morals. The students planned using a plot 

mountain to structure their piece. They will compose this piece over the coming weeks.  

Maths 

In Maths, the students continued to develop the skills to tell the time on 

both digital and analogue clocks. They practised reading times to five 

minute and minute intervals. The students also explored the difference 

between 12 and 24 hour time and converted between the two. More 

recently, we began a unit of work on Fractions. The students revised how to 

model and represent unit fractions, such as ½, ¼, ⅓ and ⅕. They also 

constructed fraction flip books to help them identify equivalent fractions.   

 



 

 

Science 

Students have been learning about space for the last few weeks in Science. 

In particular, we have been focusing on the relationship between the Earth, 

Moon and Sun. The students have been analysing the movement of the 

Earth and how this causes day and night, as well as seasonal changes. We 

have been building on our scientific vocabulary, with key terms including, 

equator, axis, revolution, orbit, hemisphere and gravity. The students 

enjoyed constructing their own models for the Earth, Sun and Moon.  

 

Mooroolbark College Matinee Performance 

The Year 4 students were privileged to be invited to the Mooroolbark College Production, “We Will Rock You”. They 

thoroughly enjoyed singing, clapping and cheering along with the performers. It was a great day out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior School  

Last Friday our Year Five and Six students joined the Foundation students to help them celebrate their first 100 days 

at school. It was a wonderful occasion where our Senior School leaders supported their buddies through a range of 

physical exercises including star jumps, push-ups and hopping. They then had lunch with their buddies and enjoyed 

chatting to them about their first 100 days of Foundation.  

Year 5 

In Literacy, the Year 5s have begun writing historical biographies about significant people from the years of 

Australian Colonisation such as Catherine Helen Spence or Edmond Barton. After exploring a range of significant 

historical figures, the students selected someone they were interested in to research and write a biography about. 

The students have worked hard to use subtopics to orientate their readers, e.g. ‘Early Life’ and ‘Significant 

Achievements’. These biographies lend themselves really well to our Australian History unit. So far, we have learned 

about life in Australia in the late 1700s and early 1800s, reasons for migration and how colonisation impacted the 

Indigenous Australians of the time. 



 

 

In Numeracy, we have begun investigating fractions using a range of models and number lines. The students are 

learning to add and subtract fractions and represent this visually. As we dig deeper into the unit, students will learn 

to apply their knowledge of fractions to a range of real world situations. 

In Digital Technologies, we have continued to work through our Digital Game Development unit. Students created, 

tested and shared their interactive Maths quizzes with their peers. They have now begun to plan their ‘choose your 

own adventure’ games. It will be great to see the fun and creative ideas they come up with. 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

In Year Six Mathematics, we have come to the conclusion of our first unit of the term – Fractions. Throughout the 

unit students have adopted a Growth Mindset and shown persistence and determination to improve their skills in 

Fractions. In the previous fortnight students have developed their confidence in adding and subtracting fractions 

with related and unrelated denominators, utilising their well-developed times tables skills. Following on from this, 

students were taught how to calculate the fraction of a quantity. We have been impressed with students’ efforts 

throughout the Fractions unit. We now move onto our next unit which is on Decimals. 



 

 

During the Fractions unit students were introduced to a new game fractions game called ‘Make Me Whole’. This 

activity involved a deck of cards, pen and paper and is easily replicated at home and will help with students’ goals on 

adding and subtracting fractions or multiplying and dividing fractions. The aim of the game is to make a whole. It was 

a fun activity and the energy in the room displayed the students’ enjoyment. Take a look at some of the photos. 

In Writing, students in Year Six have finished filming and editing their Commonwealth Games Behind the News (BTN) 

videos. Students created videos in the style of the popular kids show – BTN. In pairs, they recorded each other 

delivering their research and information about their chosen sporting event, before refining the product through 

carefully editing clips and adding visual and audio elements including voice overs, photos, music, etc. We were 

extremely impressed with the students’ skills and commitment to the project and we cannot wait to share these with 

you all.  

In Reading, we have commenced our new unit which is an author study on the popular and well-known author and 

illustrator – Shaun Tan. Shaun Tan’s books are developed for Senior School children and require a mature 

understanding of the texts, which delve into a range of themes including – loneliness, anxiety, war, hope, 

forgiveness, to name a few. In groups students were given a Shaun Tan book to carefully read and analyse, looking 

deeply at the illustrations. They then used their sophisticated vocabulary to describe texts and jot down the theme, 

tone and mood of the text. Students then shared their text with another pair and compared and contrasted their 

texts with the focus on the mood, tone, theme and also the illustrations. There were many rich conversations had 

and we look forward to reading and analysing a range of Shaun Tan texts in detail across the unit.  

Year Six Warrnambool Tour 

The Year Six Warrnambool Tour is quickly approaching! Recently medical forms were distributed and we thank 

everyone for their prompt return. Very soon you will be provided with an ‘essential items’ list.  

A reminder too that the second and final payment for the camp is due on August 9th. If you have any questions about 

the camp, please contact your child’s classroom teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Other News 
 

Book Week 

Once again, we will be celebrating National Children’s Book Week at Ruskin Park from the 22nd – 26th August.  The 

theme for Book Week this year is ‘Dreaming with Eyes Open.’   We have been busy planning some fun activities to 

help celebrate the week which will help to promote a love of reading. Throughout the week we will complete 

activities associated with a number of shortlisted books. Please enter the following dates in your calendar. 

22nd – 26th August:    Book Week 

Tuesday 23rd August:    Book Week Dress Up Day 

Thursday 25th August:    Book Fair Opens 

Tuesday 30th August:    Book Fair Closes 

Thursday 1st September: ‘The Imagineer’ Incursion 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A happy snap from a 
recent Kid’s Hope 

Session 
 

 

 

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

Zviko Nawl Pi Ashton Callan Jackson May 

 

Charlotte Levi Lola Mila   

      

      

      

      

         



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


