22 July 2022

Upcoming Dates
July

August

Monday 25th
Friday 29th
Friday 29th

Year 6 Reach Incursion
Sushi Lunch
Foundation 100 Days Celebration

August

Wednesday 24th
Friday 26th
Monday 29th

Book Fair Commences
Hoop Time (Years 3 & 4)
Year 6 Camp Departs

September
th

Monday 8
Tuesday 9th
Tuesday 9th
Tuesday 16th
Wednesday 17th
Friday 19th
Monday 22nd
Tuesday 23rd
Tuesday 23rd

ICAS Commences
Subway Lunch
Foundation Excursion
Regional Netball Finals
Year 5 STEAM Excursion
Hoop Time (Years 5 & 6)
Curriculum Day
Book Week Dress Up Day
Sushi Lunch

Thursday 1st
Thursday 1st
Friday 2nd
Monday 5th
Friday 9th
Monday 12th
Wednesday 14th
Friday 16th

Book Week Incursion
Fathers’ Day Stall
District Athletics
Years 3 to 6 Swimming Commences
Footy Day
Foundation to Year 2 Swimming
Commences
Year 5 Camp Departs
End of Term 3 (2:30pm)

Principal’s Report
I hope the holidays were enjoyed by all our families and trust they provided some quiet time to relax and reenergise. The students have returned refreshed and there is great energy around the school.
While there is little doubt Term 3 will provide us some challenges, there are also many positives to look forward to.
Already this term our Year 3 students have participated in a Science incursion and our senior netball team
experienced success in the Division finals.
Some key dates to mark in your diary include:
Foundation 100 days of school- Friday 29 July
ICAS commences- Various dates from Monday 8 August
Foundation Museum excursion- Tuesday 9 August
Hoop Time- Friday 19 August (Years 5 & 6)
Term 3 Curriculum Day- Monday 22 August
Book Week dress up day- Tuesday 23 August
Hoop Time- Friday 26 August (Years 3 & 4)
Year 6 camp departs- Monday 29 August
Whole school Book Week incursion- Thursday 1 September
Fathers’ Day Stall- Thursday 1 September
District Athletics- Friday 2 September
Years 3 to 6 swimming- Monday 5 September to Friday 9 September
Footy Day- Friday 9 September

Foundation to Year 2 swimming- Monday 12 September to Friday 16 September
Year 5 Camp- Wednesday 14 September to Friday 16 September
Please continue to check Compass for up to date information. There was also a Family and Friends newsletter sent
home last week with additional dates.
Building Update
Despite the inclement weather our building program is
progressing well. Last week concrete for the second floor was
poured, the second floor steel is nearing completion and the
brickwork has commenced. It really is starting to take shape.
Enjoy the images below.

Foundation 2023
It has been wonderful touring the school with prospective families. I have great pride as we visit classrooms and see
the focus and determination our students bring to their learning.
A reminder that Foundation enrolments are due by Friday 12 August. We will confirm places promptly after this
date.
To assist with longer term planning I have included below transition dates for 2023 Foundation students.
Meet and Greet: Monday 10 October at 4:15pm
Story Time: Friday 21 October 9:15am
Number Fun: Thursday 3 November 9:15am
Japanese and PE: Friday 18 November 9:15am
Final Session: Tuesday 6 December 9:15am

Andrew Moore
Principal

Assistant Principal Report
“‘Screen time for kids is an outdated concept, so let’s ditch it and focus on quality instead”
In another quality article coming out of the Generation Next newsletter, Kate Highfield, a lecturer at Australian
Catholic University writes about one of the most common topics I am asked about by parents- how much screen
time should their child/ren have? I certainly don’t have all of the answers and it is something that as a parent I
struggle with a bit also. This article talks about quality use of technology and how you can make technology a
learning opportunity. At present my boys are obsessed with the movie “The Sea Beast” being shown on Netflix- I
might also love it to be fair. We have had some strong conversations around sticking up for our beliefs when
important and right versus wrong which have been quite interesting.
If you are interested in this topic or looking for a good read, here is the link below:
https://www.generationnext.com.au/2022/07/screen-time-for-kids-is-an-outdated-concept-so-lets-ditch-it-andfocus-on-qualityinstead/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Why+it+s+time+to+move+beyond++scr
een+time&utm_campaign=NEWSLETTER+190722
Shannon Young
Assistant Principal

Foundation
Term 3 is here and our amazing Foundation students have dived back into their learning with a positive mindset. We
are all super excited across the cohort as we are getting closer to our 100th day at school! This experience has
enabled us to revise our numbers each day and work on strategies such as counting forwards and backwards,
tallying, writing numbers and using tens frames. Just a reminder that we are celebrating the 100th day of school on
Friday 29th of July. Please work with your child to design a special t-shirt for them to wear on the day. Your design
will need to represent 100 in some sort of way!
Literacy
This term we have started to focus on fairy tales. Students have been exploring different fairy tale books such as
Three Billy Goats Gruff and The Three Little Pigs. We have been using these texts to look at key features, which
includes characters, settings and what occurs during the beginning, middle and end of the book. Our Foundation
learners have been working hard to increase their independent reading time, and it has been fantastic to see them
engaged with their books for longer periods of time. To build success, we have been revising what independent
reading looks like, explicitly modelling the expectations and recapping what a Just Right book is.
The focus of fairy tales has weaved its way into our Writing this term! Together we have started to retell fairy tales
by reflecting on the beginning, middle and end. The Foundation team have been prompting students with questions
such as:
Beginning

Middle

End

Who are the
characters?

What is happening to the
characters?

How did the problem get fixed?

What is the setting?

What is the problem?

What happened to the
characters?

Students have also been exploring the language that is used within fairy tales. Examples include “once upon a time”
and “they lived happily ever after”. If you have a fairy tale book at home, you might like to use some of these
prompting questions to support your child with practising the retell strategy.
Maths
Subtraction! Subtraction! Subtraction! We have absolutely loved exploring this concept. Students have been working
hard to create visual representations to match a number sentence. This has been helping them to understand that
subtraction is when something is taken away and is not there anymore! We have been creating lots of exposures to
help support this idea, which includes watching lots of videos, engaging in hands-on activities and completing a
maths craft about Pete the Cat and his missing cupcakes!
History
Term 3 is full of new experiences as we start to explore History. Our focus for this term is “Now and Then”. Students
will learn about how their families, themselves, dance and toys change over time. To help support our unit focus, we
are heading to the museum on Tuesday 9th of August to participate in the “My Grandmother’s Toy Box’ story
experience”. This is now live on Compass, so please log on to provide consent and payment before or on the 5th of
August.

Junior School
Year 1
Welcome to Term 3! We have had a wonderful start to the term with students settling back into school life so eager
to learn and grow this semester.
Literacy
In Literacy we have begun a new writing and reading unit, focusing on Procedural Texts. Students have started to
develop an understanding of what procedural writing is and the features which should be included; remembering to
carefully sequence each step and be specific in their instructions!
On Tuesday afternoon, we decided to test our procedural text writing skills and follow our own recipes to make our
very own piece of fairy bread! Our students loved the challenge of following the correct sequence of steps and
making sure they used specific words such as spread, evenly, sprinkle etc. Learning is always more exciting when
food is involved and I think the students' smiley faces speak for themselves!

Maths
In Maths we have started exploring patterns using a range of mathematical manipulatives including unfix, counters,
shapes, 100’s chart, and so on. Students began by exploring repeating patterns and identifying which part is
ongoing. Our discussions led into recognising patterns in everyday life and discussions about the importance of
patterns. Following on from repeating patterns we created and identified increasing and decreasing patterns using
numbers and applied skip counting strategies. A great way to practise skip counting patterns is through movement.
You might like to count by 10s, 5s or 2s when you’re skipping, jumping on the trampoline or hopping. Then see how
high you can go. Maybe even challenge someone in your house to see who can count the highest before you stop!
Students are also working on their individual learning goals related to maths. This has seen students working
independently or within small groups with similar goals. Goals are targeted through strategies taught in the
classroom and reinforced through games. It’s been really rewarding to see students begin their learning and share
their knowledge with others.

Science
In Science we have begun to explore changes in everyday materials. Over the term, students will be investigating and
observing how different objects physically change in terms of colour, texture and more. There are various hands-on
exploration tasks that students will be getting involved with, and we are very excited to have started this unit with
the Grade 1s.
Students participated in their first experiment last week and became some very clever scientists, exploring
predictions and outcomes. Students had to predict what would happen to a chocolate button if they held it in their
hand and if they put it in their mouth! Our students predicted the chocolate would melt and they were correct!

Year 2
Welcome to Term 3! We have had such a wonderful start to the term. The students have settled back into the
classroom well, consistently demonstrating classroom routines and expectations. It won’t be long until we are
finishing the year and moving up to Year 3! Time flies! We have a lot of fun and exciting activities this term including
Book Week and swimming, just to name a few. It will be an action packed term filled with lots of wonderful learning
experiences.
Wellbeing
We have begun this term thinking about the games
we play with our friends. We have played fun games
in the classroom and considered how the rules that
we use help us to play fairly and make the game
more enjoyable. We then talked about what happens to the games when we don’t
follow the rules including there being lots of arguments and people not wanting to play.
We decided that it is important that for games to be fair everyone needs to know the
rules before we start playing. To extend this we considered whether the rules should be different for boys and girls.
We agreed that we are all people and the rules should be the same for both boys and girls.
Literacy
In Literacy, we have begun to explore the amazingly talented author Oliver Jeffers as part of our ‘Author Study’ unit.
The students discussed and recorded different facts that they already knew and facts that they learnt throughout the
week. We discovered all about how Oliver Jeffers creates the pictures in his stories as well as some very interesting
general information about him. The students were exposed to various Oliver Jeffers books over the past 2 weeks and
were supported to identify and record the events of the story in sequence. Students eagerly engaged in numerous
Literacy lessons that explored internal character traits. We looked at how to identify different character traits and
recorded the evidence we can use from the text to support our thinking. We also learnt about how to create a
character description using specific words and actions that demonstrate different internal character traits.

You might like to talk with your child about the Oliver Jeffers’ books that we have been exploring in the classroom.
Some examples are below!

Numeracy
In Maths, students have been learning all about multiplication and the different ways in which we can solve
multiplication problems. We have been discovering how to use repeated addition, arrays, and equal groups/groups
of to solve various problems. We have had multiple lessons where students were given the opportunity to
demonstrate their thinking using a range of different strategies and manipulatives. Students have been loving
working on their individual maths goals daily where they get to practise various challenging mathematical concepts.
Students enjoyed demonstrating their understanding of multiplication by creating array cities, where they filled the
buildings with windows to create arrays and recorded the corresponding number sentence. Check out our fabulous
designs below!

History
This term we have begun to learn about History. During our first week, students engaged in learning about the
history of Ruskin Park Primary School. Students explored how our wonderful school was first built in 1964 and
established itself as an amazing community school, before it was tragically burnt down in 1976. In this, students
explored the meaning behind our school logo- the phoenix- and how it is used as a symbol of our school rising from
the ashes, and into the school it has become today! Students also investigated how transport within our community
has changed over time- creating a chronological timeline of transport from early days right through to the cars, buses
and trains in modern day society.
Science
This term students are exploring Chemical Science! Through the beginning of our unit, students have begun to
explore mixtures. In this, students investigated what a mixture is- the ability to combine one or more ingredients or
substances together. Students analysed how people in different roles, such as a baker or a scientist, can make
mixtures for different purposes. Then it was time to get busy! Students worked in small groups and had the
opportunity to make their own mixtures for different purposes. Using ingredients such as icing sugar, puffed rice,
cocoa powder, red food dye, dishwashing detergent and more, students mixed their ingredients together and used
their scientific observations skills to describe what they had created. Check out some of the students hard at work
below.

The fun doesn’t stop at school! You can investigate mixtures at home!

Check out the following link for some mixture ideas that your budding scientist might like to create at home:
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/56712/concoctions-for-kids-3-ingredients/

Middle School
Year 3
Students have hit the ground running for the new term and are back into
the swing of it. After a well earned break students have started many
exciting, new units of work and we’re looking forward to a fun and
productive term. We’re also looking forward to the onset of Spring and
some warmer weather!
Students have started our Literacy unit on Information Reports with a
specific focus on biographies and autobiographies. We have been reading a
range of biographies and autobiographies and closely examining the layout,
structure and features of these types of texts. We are making the most of
GetEpic! And reading different biographies online. Thus far we have read
biographies on Serena Williams, Neil Armstrong, Ed Sheeran and Walt
Disney and we will be reading many more in the coming week. Our Writing
unit is closely linked to our work in Reading and students have been
learning how to plan and write their own autobiography. We look forward
to reading them.
The Year 3 students have started Mathematics studying Measurement, beginning with length, using metric units and
moving onto area, calculating areas of shapes in square centimetres. We had great fun measuring our height, arms
and hands with uniform objects from around our classrooms, as well as using centimetres and metres. We also
researched different animals and identified their length or height. Students used string to represent the length and
height of a giraffe, emu, blue whale and koala. Regular times tables and number skills practice is still a strong focus
as it is part of all strands of Maths. Your help in ensuring students practise their tables and number facts regularly at
home, (or in the car), would be greatly appreciated and beneficial.

In Humanities students have started a semester study of Australian History. They will begin the sequence of lessons
by looking in depth at Aboriginal History. This week we looked at how Aboriginal History on the continent of
Australia goes back an estimated 65,000 years, how they may have come to be here via the “land bridges” that
existed between New Guinea, Indonesia and Australia and the lifestyle of the Aboriginal people.

In Science last week students attended a fantastic incursion from Mad About Science. The focus of the incursion was
Chemical Science, specifically looking at the different states of matter, solids, liquids and gases. Students took part in
a number of exciting experiments including creating their own ‘explosion’ in a zip lock bag, mixing bicarb soda and
vinegar together to create gas. Students had the chance to touch a plasma ball and see the electricity touching their
fingers. They also saw the chemical reaction between dry ice, hot water and dish washing detergent, which bubbled
and fizzed out of the test tube. Students were also excited to hold bubbles made of warm soapy water that were
filled with the steam from dry ice.

Year 4
Literacy
In Reading, we have begun our author study on David Walliams. The students have enjoyed exploring a range of his
texts so far, such as Gangsta Granny, The First Hippo on the Moon, The World’s Worst Children, Ratburger and Fing.
We have been studying Walliams’ style of writing very closely and the techniques he uses to engage and entertain
the reader.
In Writing, we have begun our unit on biographies. Linking in with our author study, the students have been
conducting research on David Walliams. They viewed some interviews with the author and took notes of the
important details, such as information pertaining to his family life and career. The students organised this
information with relevant sub headings and wrote a biography in their own words.
Maths
In Maths, we have revised our place value skills. The students identified the various MAB blocks to match a digit,
understanding how many ones, tens, hundreds and thousands are in the number. Students recognised the difference
between factors and multiples and were able to provide examples of each. We also discussed what prime and
composite numbers are and played games to revise this knowledge. We have begun our unit of work on Time.
Students have been identifying the difference between analogue and digital clocks and representing o’clock, half

past and quarter times. We have discussed AM and PM notations and how they assist us to determine whether the
time is in the morning or afternoon.
Melbourne Museum excursion
In the last week of Term 2, we went on an excursion to the Melbourne Museum. It was a very fun day, celebrating
the lives of Indigenous Australians and learning lots of new things.
Here’s what the students thought….
On the last day of school, the whole of Year 4 went to the Melbourne Museum. When we first arrived we had our
snack because of the long bus ride. We were assigned into groups and the group we had was led by Mr Fernando,
our teacher. We went to the dinosaur exhibit first and saw a TON of cool bones from hundreds of thousands of years
ago. We then went to the earth/planet exhibit and we saw a timeline of what earth looked like and how it has
changed. We saw this press me poster and it showed a man talking about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
past. We saw this bird and it talked about a movie trailer about the world before us. We then had lunch and left. I
rate it a 4.5 out of 5 and my favourite part was the first footprints (I think it was called that but I'm not exactly sure).
By Evelyn 4F
The Melbourne Museum was a lot of Fun.
We looked at the Bug's Alive expedition and it was really funny watching Miss Cochrane getting scared by the
spiders. After that we looked at crystals and dinosaur bones. The first people's activity was the most fun. Learning
about Aboriginal peoples’ life and looking at the things they made like the boats. I rate the Museum trip 10/10.
By Jasmine 4C
Melbourne Museum recount!!
All the Grade 4 students enjoyed their excursion!!
What did we do at the Melbourne Museum?
We did a lot of things. I remember that we received a book and we needed to visit each place and try to answer the
questions.
What was your favourite part?
My favourite part was when we visited all the places and we saw different animals and the details of those animals.
Did you enjoy your excursion?
Yes!!! I felt really great when we went to the Melbourne Museum
because I was so excited and I hope all the Grade 4 students were
also really excited.
Thank you!!!!
By Veronica 4B.

Senior School
We hope our Senior School students and families are refreshed and ready to tackle an exciting Term Three. We have
much planned including the third Year 6 Reach workshop, Book Week, Footy Day, Swimming, and the Year 5 Camp to
Sovereign Hill and Year 6 Camp to Warrnambool.

Year 5
The Year 5 students have had a great start to Term 3 after the winter break. We have wrapped up, revised and begun
a bunch of new learning units. The students are settled and ready for another busy term ahead.
In Literacy we have now completed the poetry unit with the creation of some amazing narrative poems. This week
we started our historical biography unit. Students have been reading a range of biographies about some famous

Australians as well as some other big names such as J.K. Rowling and Jamie Oliver. The Year 5s have interviewed a
family member and began writing structured biographies about them to practise this new text type.
In Numeracy we have worked on some Number revision including multiplication and division, place value, factors
and multiples and breaking down worded problems. This is all leading into the fractions unit where students will be
using these skills and applying them to this complicated topic.
In Digital Technologies we have begun our Digital Game Development unit. Students are learning how to use
hyperlinks to design and create their own maths quiz. This unit involves a lot of trial and error and we are looking
forward to seeing what they can create.
In Humanities we also began a new unit on Australian History. We are learning about the events between 1788 and
1901, with a focus on the Australian Goldrush. This is all leading up to our Sovereign Hill Camp on the final 3 days of
Term 3. Check Compass for all the details.
In Science we finally tested the student designed gas-powered boats. Although a few of the creations failed to travel
the distance (or sunk to the bottom) we managed to find a successful boat. Using what we learned from this first
trial, students will now modify or completely redesign their boats in the hopes of making a successful voyage.

Year Six
In Mathematics, we have commenced our new unit on Fractions. So far students have developed their skills in
identifying equivalent fractions, simplifying fractions and locating them on a number line. Our main focus so far has
been on adding and subtracting fractions, including those with the same denominators and those with related
denominators. Fractions is often a concept where students put up the shutters or doubt themselves. We have

modelled and encouraged students to use a Growth Mindset, to show persistence and learn from mistakes. Through
using a Growth Mindset students’ attitude and efforts in fractions will improve dramatically. We also remind our
students to continually revise their times tables skills as this is a major component to understanding and developing
confidence in fractions.
In Writing, students in Year Six have completed their research, plan and draft of their Commonwealth Games
information report. Students selected a Commonwealth Games event which interested them and began researching
and learning about the event, including the history, origin and famous athletes. Students then planned their
information report and drafted their first copy with the goal of creating a segment about their event, in the style of
Behind the News (BTN). Through discussions and modelling of BTN clips, students also carefully chose language and
facts which would provide for an engaging video segment. On Wednesday this week, students began preparing their
videos and commenced filming their segment. We look forward to the product.
In Reading, students have been developing their skills in reading and interpreting information texts. Students have
borrowed a library or class library information text and during mini lessons in Reading, have scanned and identified
important information and details from their respective texts. In addition to this, students have developed their
understanding and use of glossaries, index pages and contents pages. Students have also identified and explained
the significance of text features other than writing and photos, including maps, diagrams, tables, etc.
Year Six Warrnambool Tour
This term the Year Six Warrnambool Tour is happening, get excited! In coming weeks, we will provide you with an
‘essential items’ list and medical requirements form. Please ensure these are returned promptly.
The second and final payment for the camp is due on August 9th.
As part of the tour we will be travelling to Warrnambool and visiting a range of locations including the Twelve
Apostles, the Flagstaff Hill Maritime Museum, and much more!
We look forward to creating a wonderful and memorable experience for the Year Six students.
Senior School Netball - Division Championship
The Year 6 mixed netball team
progressed through to the Division
Championship and played against
Oxley College on Wednesday the 20th
of July. The team were nervous in the
lead up, not knowing what to expect
and were keen to build their skills
throughout lunchtime training
sessions.
With excellent sportsmanship and
fantastic teamwork, Ruskin Park won the game 37 - 2! Aussie and Emily worked incredibly well together in goals,
working quickly to pass the ball and rebound each other’s shots. Si Phu Ra and Austin were able to smoothly
transition from attack to defence when needed, always putting their arms up to defend turnovers. Harry, Alex and
Daniel continuously put pressure on the other team through their defence, taking intercepts when they saw the
opportunity. Amber and Jasper played an integral role in feeding the ball to our shooters and always made sure they
were available if there was no one else to pass to. The whole team continuously encouraged one another and never
dropped their heads. They congratulated Oxley College on their efforts and gave three cheers to celebrate the
game.

I am incredibly proud of the effort and willingness of the team to improve their skills throughout the year and for the
passion they have built for the game! We will take the court again at the Eastern Metropolitan Regional
Championship later this term.

Miss Molly Marshall
Year Six Teacher

Other News
Book Week
Once again, we will be celebrating National Children’s Book Week at Ruskin Park from the 22nd – 26th August. The
theme for Book Week this year is ‘Dreaming with Eyes Open.’ We have been busy planning some fun activities to
help celebrate the week which will help to promote a love of reading. Throughout the week we will complete
activities associated with a number of shortlisted books. Please enter the following dates in your calendar.
22nd – 26th August:

Book Week

Tuesday 23rd August:

Book Week Dress Up Day

Thursday 25th August:

Book Fair Opens

Tuesday 30th August:

Book Fair Closes

Thursday 1st September:

‘The Imagineer’ Incursion

ICAS
A reminder that registrations for ICAS will close this Friday 22nd July. These assessments are designed to recognise
excellence for high potential students. Assessments are available for students in Years 3-6 in Digital Technologies,
English, Mathematics, Science, and Spelling. The assessments are conducted online at school. All participating
students will receive a certificate and general overview of their performance. Participation in ICAS is a parent choice
and not compulsory.
Access details for parent:
Parent Registration Link:
School Access Code:

https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps

PQM872

OSHC News
Special Letters
Recently we have been writing letters to a number of residents at Mercy Place Boronia residential aged care home.
The children have enjoyed sharing news about themselves, OSHC and school activities and have made small gifts to
pop in their letters. We hope the letters bring some joy to the residents and we look forward to hearing from them.
New OSHC Educator
We have welcomed Liam Guppy to our Educator team. Liam is currently studying Certificate 4 in Youth Work and will
be working several afternoons in after school care.

Absences from OSHC
If your child/children will not be attending before or after school care, please call or text the OSHC mobile phone as
soon as possible to let us know. The OSHC mobile number is 0439 345 134
OSHC Fee Increase
Just a reminder that OSHC fees will increase from Monday 1st August 2022.
Permanent Before School Care fee - $17.00
Casual Before School Care fee - $ 20.00

Permanent After School Care fee - $22.00
Casual After School Care fee - $25.00

Curriculum Day (In House) fee - $60.00
Curriculum Day (Excursion) fee - $70.00

OSHC Educator Team

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Tobey

Ivy

Flip

Harrison

Logan

Teagan

Harper

Christina

Cungpi

Jack

Mason

Jojo

Mason

Luke

Acung

Sui Te

Jax

Zoe

Maddelyn

Sophie

Mackenzie

Lucy

Hermione

Ronan

Harper

Georgie

Amber

Daniel

Matthew

Zara

Ridam

Noah

Thomas

Khaleen

Elma

Ram Bawi

Merry

Ruth

Ronak

Sophie

Lucy

Drew

Freya

Lani

Logan

Matthew

Aidan

Charles

Nant

