3 June 2022

Upcoming Dates
June
Friday 3rd
Friday 10th
Monday 13th
Thursday 16th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th

June
Curriculum Day
5/6 District Sports
Queen’s Birthday
Family Life Evening
Year 3 Incursion
Student Reports Available

Monday 20th
Monday 20th
Wednesday 22nd
Friday 24th
Friday 24th
Friday 24th

P/T Interviews
Year 6 REACH Incursion
P/T Interviews
Subway Lunch
Year 4 Museum Excursion
End of Term 2 (2:30pm)

Principal’s Report
It has been a busy fortnight! Over the past two weeks excursions have taken
place for Foundation, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 5, we have had students represent
our school at District Cross Country and we also celebrated Education Week. In
addition to all these events, students have continued to engage readily in
classroom programs.
Education Week
Thank you to all families who supported last week’s Education Week festivities.
There was great energy in our rooms during the open afternoon and I have no
doubt students were keen to show the work they have been completing in class.
There were some creative costumes and the day’s special activities provided
students with an insight into what learning was like 150 years ago.
Parent Helpers
We are able to welcome parent helpers back into our classrooms.
If you would like to assist, I encourage you to make contact with your child’s class teacher.
A reminder that any parents wishing to assist are required to be fully vaccinated (3 doses) and hold a current
Working with Children Check.
Parent / Teacher Interviews
Information will be sent to families shortly with details of the upcoming Parent / Teacher Interviews. As per the
calendar, these interviews will occur on Monday 20 June (3:45pm to 8pm) and Wednesday 22 June (3:45pm to 5pm).
Semester One reports will be available through Compass on Friday 17 June.
Holiday Program
I am pleased to advise that bookings for the upcoming school holidays are open and can be made at:
https://teamkids.com.au/venues/ruskin-park-primary-oshc/
2023 Foundation Enrolment
We have already received a number of enrolments for 2023. If you have a child due to start at Ruskin Park next year
could you please complete an enrolment form. Forms are available from the office and also the school website. We

can also email you a copy of the form if you contact the office. I know it is early but understanding our Foundation
numbers assists with longer term planning.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Wow, what a busy time it is at school at the moment. As Foundation students, we are increasing our ability to listen
carefully, focus, follow instructions and work creatively. We are so proud of our Foundation classes and the positivity
and perseverance that we see each day.
Literacy
Through our reading, writing and science lessons we have been focusing on Non-Fiction texts relating to living things.
We have read about and discussed a variety of animals, including reptiles, insects, birds and mammals. The students
have enjoyed sorting pictures of them by discussing their different features, their habitats and ways that they move
and survive. In Writing, we have learnt that an information report looks very different to a story. We have been
writing titles, drawing labelled diagrams and writing facts about our living things. Amazing.
This has been a fabulous cross curricular unit of work that we also linked to our daily show and tell presentations.
The students are displaying more confident speaking skills as well as trying to look at and engage their audience as
they explain their knowledge. Thank you to our wonderful parents for helping support them with their practise at
home.
We have a new show and tell focus for the end of this term, then we will begin our special VIP presentations next
term. Watch out for information via Dojo very soon!
Maths
Over the last two weeks we have focused on location and direction for our maths work. Using words such as over,
under, in, on, between and next to we have directed and located each other and objects. We also used these
location and direction words through map work linked to our Zoo excursion. We talked about where the various
animals were at the zoo, what was near them and how to get from one animal to another.
Education Week
Last week, the Foundation students had a wonderful time dressing
up in olden days clothes, talking about the differences at school
and home over time and… making butter!
Our butter experiment involved a jar, a marble and some cream!
We dropped the cream and the marble into the jar and each shook
it for a minute! Before we knew it, the cream had separated into
butter milk and butter. Enjoying our school made butter on a
cracker was great fun.
Zoo Excursion
This week we had a day at Melbourne Zoo. It was wet and windy but that didn`t stop our Foundation students
learning and enjoying the excursion. We kept the smiles on our faces and showed good focusing skills as we
experienced the animals around the zoo and in the Wildlife Explorer`s session. Here are a few photos of the day.

Junior School
Year 1
It has been an exciting, busy and eventful few weeks in Year 1. Our students have
continued to strive to show and do their best learning. We can’t believe it is already
week 6!
On Tuesday 24th May, the Year 1 students were lucky enough to go on an excursion
to Healesville Sanctuary. This was to support our science unit Living Things, Needs
and Habitats. We learnt so much about Australian animals and the things they need
to survive. Did you know that koalas have 3 fingers and 2 thumbs? Ada, Tori and
Sophie were very brave to share our learning at assembly last Friday. Thank you to
the parent helpers for coming and making it a successful and enjoyable experience.

Literacy
We have wrapped up our reading unit on information reports and are now learning to identify the features of a
cumulative narrative. The Year 1 students have enjoyed developing their understanding of rhyming words and using
rhythm when reading. Students have engaged with readings of different cumulative narratives such as ‘There Was an
Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly’ and ‘Hairy Maclary’. I wonder if you can find any other cumulative tales in your home
library? Remember that the dialogue repeats and builds up in some way as the tale progresses!
In Writing we have followed on with the theme of cumulative narratives and have had a go at writing our own!
Students have been focusing on including rhyming words within their cumulative narratives, by deleting and adding
initial sounds to create a rhyming pair. We have worked very hard to create our own spin on the story, ‘There Was
an Old Man Who Swallowed a..’. Students have had the opportunity to create their own ideas of what the man may
have swallowed using a flow chart to support their thinking.
Maths
To support our adventure to Healesville Sanctuary students have been learning the terminology of location. We have
used our hands to help us recognise ‘left’ and ‘right’. Other prepositional terms used include up, down, in, out,
under, and over.

This week we have been focusing on 2-dimensional shapes. This includes spotting them in our environment (eg: our
lunchboxes, classroom clocks etc). We have drawn shapes, created shapes using icy pole sticks and identified their
attributes.

Education Week
Last Thursday we celebrated ‘150 Years of Public Education’ by going back in time to school in the olden days.
Students and teachers were invited to dress up in all things olden days and they looked amazing! Students were
taken back to a classroom where no questions were allowed, teachers were called ‘Miss’, ‘Mrs’ and ‘Mr’ and chalk
and chalkboards were used to recite information. It is fair to say that while the students thought it was very funny,
they definitely enjoy school more today! Enjoy some photos of our olden day outfits.

We would like to thank you all for attending our open classroom afternoon last Thursday. The students were so
excited to finally have you in their classrooms and to show you all of the wonderful things they have been learning
over the semester. We hope you loved seeing the learning the students are doing and how much pride they take in
their work.

Year 2
It has been a jam-packed couple of weeks! Thank you to everyone who attended the open
afternoon last Thursday. The students were so proud to show off the amazing work that
they have been doing in the classroom and discuss their learning. During the day we had a
wonderful time celebrating Education Week. The students looked fantastic in their costumes
and had such a great time learning about what school was like in the 1900s and being
immersed in the experience by using blackboards and chalk for their learning! Check out
some of the amazing pictures below.

What a day at Healesville Sanctuary this week! Even though it was raining all day and was freezing cold, the students
engaged in the learning and had such a wonderful time. Thank you to our wonderful volunteers who assisted on the
day.

Wellbeing
This week in our well-being lessons, students have completed the unit surrounding gender
and identity!
It has been great to see everyone engaging in the unit and expanding their ideas on the
topic. We have read stories that challenge our ideas about ‘what boys like’ and ‘what girls
like’, where we talked about how everyone is allowed to like whatever they like. We have
discussed the importance of personal strengths and how they could be useful when dealing
with situations in which people challenge their interests based on gender stereotypes as
well as how to celebrate everyone's different interests. Students have identified personal strengths they often use
and have selected character strengths they wish to develop throughout their week. Finally, they have reflected on
what they think about gender:
“What I have done in wellbeing: I have learnt that boys and girls can do anything they like. It doesn't matter what
their gender is, it doesn't matter about anyone else's gender, it matters that you can like anything.” - Marley 2J
Literacy
The past two weeks have seen our Information reports continue to grow!
In theme with our Healesville Sanctuary excursion, we explored
information about Australian animals- platypuses, emus, wombats,
kangaroos, koalas and numbats! Last week, students became inspired to
learn more about our Australian animals by using arts and crafts to make
their chosen animal. Be sure to check them out around our classrooms!
Students continued to build their research skills by gathering facts and
other key information using fact files and our classroom library books to
write an amazing information report about their Australian animal.
During our reading workshops, students have focused on strategies to
monitor their vocabulary. Our students recognised and learnt that as we
continue to build our reading skills we come across harder words that we
may not quite understand. Therefore, it is important to use our own strategies that will help us say and understand
new words that we come across. Students explored different strategies such as reading around words, breaking
down word parts and using text features (such as images and bold words) to help support their understanding of
new words that they find!
Our work with Information Reports has continued with eagerness. Students have begun exploring how to research
and collect their own information and plan for their writing. They have been honing their skills to write their reports,
adding diagrams and a range of other text features - even glossaries! - for others to read and share. In Reading we
have been thinking about our strategy to ‘Determine Importance’. We have been reading lots of different non fiction
texts and putting on our detective hats to think about what the text is mostly about and how we might know. We
have even been looking for words that repeat to give us a clue. Sometimes we have noticed that there might even be
more than one main idea!
Our spelling focus on synonyms has continued and it has been wonderful to notice how students are using this to
make their writing more interesting. A great car game is to say a word and see who can come up with the most
synonyms for the word. Challenge each other and have fun!
Maths
We have been practising regularly in Maths to give and follow instructions. We have used lots of location words such
as forward and backward and practised using our left and right instructions. We have shared our work with a partner
and used our ideas to direct them around a map. This all culminated in our excursion to Healesville Sanctuary where

we used maps to locate animals around the zoo. At home keep asking your child to give and receive directions using
left, right, in front, behind etc.

Humanities
We have continued to explore living things and life cycles in
our Biological Science unit, which was enhanced by our
amazing trip to Healesville Sanctuary. The students deepened
their understanding of the basic needs, diverse habitats and
life cycles of different Australian animals during our excursion.
They were given the opportunity to explore the park and then
be led through an engaging Habitats, Features and Life Cycles
program where the students developed their scientific
investigation skills and explored different ways to help care for
wildlife.
In Geography, students have been continuing to explore features of places at a local scale and discuss how they
change. We have also been learning about Indigenous connection to land and discovering different Indigenous tribe
names around Victoria. You might like to speak with your child at home about what they have found out so far!

Middle School
Year 3
Over the past fortnight Year 3 students have begun our new Literacy unit on Reviews. In
Reading we read a picture story book called ‘Voices in the Park’ by Anthony Browne,
where four different gorillas give their perspective of a day at the park. The students
read a review of this text and identified who the author of the review was, who the
intended audience was, identified the author’s opinion of the text, and the different
language features within the review. We then read several reviews of ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’.
Students learnt that reviews can be positive, or they can be negative, and they began
forming their own opinions of the text.
In Writing the Year 3 students have begun reviewing their own texts. Students chose
from a range of picture story books in the library and wrote reviews that included the title, author, genre, a short
summary (don’t give away the ending though) and their opinion of the text, including an age recommendation and a
star rating. Students then began recording their very own ‘Book Talks’. Students worked with a partner to record
each other presenting their ‘Book Talks’. We are beginning to focus on projecting our voices, standing up straight,
looking at the audience or camera, and being prepared for our presentations.

In Maths we have begun a new unit on Data. The Year 3s had so much fun coming up with
their own survey questions, making sure their questions didn’t have too many answers,
and including the option of ‘other’ to give their peers enough opinions. They represented
their findings using a variety of graphs such as a picture graph, column graph and also
used Google Sheets to represent their data digitally.
In Digital Technologies, students spent some time researching either The Moon, African
Elephants, Uluru or a capital city in Australia. They found six facts about their topic and
are now creating their own multiple choice Quiz using Google Forms. Next week students
will finish off their own quiz and will then attempt to correctly answer their peers’.
In Geography students have chosen a State or Territory of Australia and are
completing a more in-depth research project. They are looking at all the
important geographical information for their chosen State or Territory,
including population, area and different climatic conditions. They are also
including the main natural and human made features of their chosen area.
Students will share their findings with their classmates.
In Science we have begun creating our magnet mazes! The Year 3s are using
a rubric to guide their designs. Each maze must have at least four dead ends,
a tunnel and a clear theme. We have so many amazing themes, such as the
deep dark jungle, Pokemon, Harry Potter, the city and space! Students must also make sure they are using their
teamwork skills such as compromising, using clear communication and making sure they are respectful to each
other.

Year 4
Reading
In Reading, we have finished our unit of work on fantasy texts. The students have identified new and interesting
words in texts and used dictionaries to define these words. We celebrated the end of the unit by watching ‘The
Spiderwick Chronicles’ movie as we finished reading book 1 and have nearly finished book 2. The students identified
similarities and differences between the book and the movie, discussing the variation in events, character
development and setting. We also completed a book talk for a book that was read this term. Students gave a rating
out of 5 for their chosen book and identified their favourite character, explaining their reasons in detail.
Writing
In Writing, we explored various fantasy settings and how we can use magical elements to make realistic settings
more fantasy based. Students further developed these settings by identifying numerous descriptive words that were
unique and special to that location. They followed the writing process, planning, drafting, editing and revising a
fantasy text using the settings they developed. We also revised what good writers do, discussing the use of
punctuation, capitalisation, neat handwriting and rich vocabulary.

Numeracy
In Maths, students have revised left and right turns and using these directions when studying maps. We practised
providing clear directions to get from one location to another on the school grounds, using landmarks to identify
where to turn left and right. Students identified compass roses and how they are used in maps, using the saying
Never, Eat, Soggy, Weetbix/Waffles to help us remember the different compass points. We started a data unit of
work, focusing on asking a question and surveying the class to collect appropriate data. Students recorded this
information using a tally graph and created a picture or bar graph.
Science
In Science this week, the Year Four students explored the properties of specific materials, including tissue paper,
cellophane and cloth. They compared each material and discussed their applications in everyday life. The students
enjoyed completing an experiment to find out which material could soak up the most water. They made predictions
prior to conducting the experiment, based on their prior knowledge. Upon completion of the experiment, the
students recorded their observations and many were quite surprised by the results.

Senior School
Winter Interschool Sports
On Friday 10 June, the Year Five and Six students will participate in the Winter Gala Sports Day. Students have been
training and developing their skills and game sense in their chosen sport - soccer, AFL, netball, and t-ball.
Payment and consent for the event needs to be made via Compass.
We look forward to an action-packed day!
Open Afternoon
It was wonderful to see so many of our 5/6 families visit their child’s classroom last Thursday. We hope you enjoyed
the opportunity to explore your child’s learning space and enjoyed them showing you some of their learning and
successes so far this year.

Year 5
The Year 5’s had an awesome day at Melba College last Monday. It was a great opportunity for them to participate in
some secondary school subjects such as making sherbet in Science class and baking chocolate truffles in Food Tech.
This allowed the students to get a real feel for what life might be like in Year 7. The students had a blast and it was
lovely to see the excitement throughout the day.
We have continued to delve into poetry using the SMILE analysis and it’s really interesting to see and hear the
different perspectives amongst the class. The Year 5s have also created some wonderful metaphor poems that paint
a picture in the readers’ minds.
In Mathematics, everyone’s Shape Cities came to life and it was great to see their creativity come out during Maths
class. We are now beginning something a little more abstract as students learn how to balance equations and find
unknown values using Algebra.
We began our Super Speak program last Thursday and the students did an amazing job practising their public
speaking skills. The students enjoyed some fun voice warm up activities and tongue twisters. They learnt how to
control their voice, body and gestures to deliver a speech. It was really encouraging to see the engagement of
everyone and how much their confidence has already grown.

Year Six
In Mathematics, we have commenced a new unit on ‘Data Representation and Interpretation’. Students have been
involved in posing and refining questions, surveying classmates, collating data in data tables and selecting
appropriate graphs to represent their data sets. We have explored the use of bar graphs, side by side column graphs,
dot plots, and stem and leaf plots. Students have been involved in hands on activities, working in small teams to pose
questions and collect data. Next week, we will continue to build our students’ skills in data and introduce them to
mean, median, mode and range.

This week we completed our mid-year times tables assessment. It has been fantastic to see students practising their
times tables in a variety of ways and showing growth in terms of speed and accuracy. We remind families that
students should be practising and revising their times tables regularly.
In Writing, students in Year Six have been busily researching and planning their global issues persuasive text.
Students selected a global issue which connected to them such as single use plastics, junk food advertising, shark
nets, palm oil use, three-day weekends, etc. Students were provided with two sessions to collect research to support
their opinion on the topic. They collected a range of facts, statistics, expert opinion, and other information which will
support their stance on the global issue. Students then carefully planned their persuasive text and with the support
of a rubric commenced the writing of the text. We look forward to the finished pieces.
In Reading, we have commenced our new unit on information texts. This week students read through a range of
information texts and responded to these in their Reader’s Notebooks. Students were shown how to scan for
information and how to quote the text. Students are being supported to explore and deepen their thinking in
reading, digging deep to improve their comprehension of what they read. We are encouraging students to make
regular ‘stop and jots’ and elaborations in their Reader’s Notebooks, showing their understanding of the text. We
encourage you at home to ask your children what they are reading in the classroom and the success they have had in
reading throughout the week.
Year Six Warrnambool Tour
This is a friendly reminder that the Compass event for the Year Six Warrnambool Tour is now live. Please make
payment and consent online. We are extremely excited for the tour and after a couple of years without camps, we
understand that some students will have a mixture of emotions about the upcoming tour. If you have any questions
or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the Year Six teachers.
As part of the tour we will be travelling to Warrnambool and visiting a range of exciting sites such as the Twelve
Apostles and the Flagstaff Hill Maritime Museum.
Further information regarding medical forms, what to bring list, etc. will be distributed in the early weeks of Term
Three.

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
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