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Principal’s Report
As we approach the final week of Term 2, I would like to thank all members of our community for their efforts and
support. At Ruskin Park we have not been immune to the challenges raised in the media, illness has impacted both
staff and students (and families), but I am immensely proud of the way our community has come together and risen
to the challenge.
Term 2 has been shorter than usual, only lasting nine weeks. However, in that time we have been able to further
develop our classroom program and see the continued return of many extra-curricular activities.
There have been numerous highlights, where students have achieved exciting results and personal bests through
persistence and hard work or been exposed to new opportunities and experiences. Some of these include:
•

•

•

•
•

Incursions and excursions: Albeit in wet conditions, our Foundation students experienced their first
excursion, a trip to The Melbourne Zoo. Our Junior School students explored Healesville Sanctuary and there
have been a number of incursions in our middle and senior year levels.
Sporting achievements: The enthusiasm and camaraderie at our House Athletics was impressive with
students supporting each other as they rotated through a variety of events. In what was a first for Ruskin
Park, we took the entire school to the Yarra Ranges Athletic Track. It was a definite highlight!
We witnessed great determination and application at the District Cross Country with our students
representing the school well and several students progressing to subsequent rounds. Interschool sport has
seen our senior students develop their skills, teamwork and sportsmanship.
Education Week: The students were excited to welcome parents back into their classroom during our open
afternoon. There were also some creative costumes reflecting attire from 150 years ago.
Family and Friends: This committed group of parents have been busy with the Mother’s Day stall, Subway
lunches and the election day and Bunnings sausage sizzles.

This is just a snapshot of what has occurred over the past nine weeks.
Reports
This is a particularly busy time of year as teachers are putting the final touches to students’ end of semester reports.
Considerable time and effort is taken to ensure parents and guardians are provided with an accurate account of how
their child has progressed throughout the first six months of the year.
Reports will be available on Compass from Friday 17 June.
Parent Teacher Interviews
A reminder that Parent/Teacher Interviews are scheduled for next week. These interviews are a chance to meet with
your child’s teacher and discuss progress to date and also plans for the remainder of the year.

Please remember that staff can be contacted via Compass at any stage of the term if you have any queries. The
partnership between home and school plays an important role in your child’s success at school and I encourage you
to be active participants in their learning.
Building Works
It is an exciting time as our new building takes shape. While
the weather has not been favourable, installation of the
steel structure is progressing smoothly. Brickwork for the lift
is nearly complete and in the next couple of weeks pouring
of concrete for the floor of the second level will occur. I have
been meeting regularly with the relevant stakeholders and
all is on track for completion towards the end of this year.
End of Term Two
A reminder to families that the term concludes on Friday 24 June with an early 2:30pm dismissal. We hope you all
have a safe and happy holiday and look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 11 July.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
We would like to congratulate all the Foundation students on their achievements this term. It has been a busy term
with many extra activities such as PMP, our Zoo excursion, Education Week and open afternoons. Writing reports
has given us an opportunity to reflect on the past semester with joy and great pride. Teachers have enjoyed seeing
their students’ wonderful achievements and growth.
Parent Teacher interviews will be held on Monday 20 June from 3:45pm - 8pm and Wednesday 22 June from 3:45 5pm. The interviews will be held in your child’s classroom. If you haven’t already booked a time, please do so via
Compass or speak with your child’s teacher to arrange an alternative time.
Literacy
In Reading we have continued our focus on nonfiction texts. We are continuously recapping the differences between
fiction and nonfiction books, and some of the features that we might see like headings, photographs, labels, and
diagrams. Students have been exposed to a variety of nonfiction texts and have worked on their comprehension by
recalling four or more facts that they remember. If you have any nonfiction texts at home, it would be great for you
to explore them with your child!
Students have absolutely loved Writing so far this term. The Foundation students have explored a variety of animals
and insects and have learned lots of new information about them. Last week, students got to put on their scientist
hat and observe, predict and pose questions about interesting plants such as a venus fly trap and ice plants. Students
worked hard to draw and label their plant observations, write various interesting facts about them and write
questions about what they wanted to know more about! We couldn't wait to research the answers to their
questions and share our findings
Maths
Over the last two weeks we have focused on addition for our Maths work. Students have been exploring strategies
such as count all, counting on, using hands on materials (counters and blocks) and 10s frames to assist in problem
solving. Students have learnt games using decks of cards and dice! Challenge your child at home to add toys, fruit or
cutlery… maths opportunities are everywhere!

Science
Foundation students have been hard at work creating their Amazing Animals Project. Students were challenged to
design and create an animal and its habitat and the results have been remarkable. We will be sending home a
presentation template for students to complete over the holidays and present to their class in Week 1 of Term 3, so
keep a lookout in your child's reader folder!
To further explore our science topic on living things, students have been planting seeds and predicting what and how
they will grow. We are also investigating their needs for survival and observing any changes that occur in the process
of caring for the seeds.

Junior School
Year 1
Just like that, we are nearly at the end of Term 2! It has been an amazing term filled with lots of great learning and
we couldn’t be prouder of the Year 1 students.
Thank you to the parents who have already booked a Parent Teacher interview. The interviews are scheduled for
Monday 20 June from 3:45pm - 8pm and Wednesday 22 June from 3:45 - 5pm. The interviews will be held in your
child’s classroom. If you haven’t already booked a time, please do so via Compass or speak with your child’s teacher
to arrange an alternative time.
Literacy
In Reading we have focused on visualising, a reading strategy that creates a ‘movie or picture in our mind’. The Year
1 students have enjoyed developing their knowledge of this reading strategy by reading lots of descriptive texts.
Students have learnt the importance of adjectives and use these as clues to help them visualise different characters
and scenarios, such as if school was in a pool! While reading with your child at home, you may like to incorporate
visualising using the prompt, ‘In my mind I see..’ or have your child search for different clues in the text that help
create a picture or movie in their mind!
We have wrapped up our cumulative narrative focus. Students have worked very hard on creating their own
cumulative narratives on various topics such as getting dressed for school, making a hamburger and the most
exciting by far, making an ice cream sundae! The Year 1 students have grown their understanding of the topic by
including rhyming words within their cumulative narratives, adding descriptive language to excite the reader and
working on their editing skills. As a well deserved treat, students got to create and eat their own ice cream sundae
that coincided with their cumulative narrative; the ice creams were covered in gooey chocolate sauce and rainbow
sprinkles. I think we can all agree, writing is lots more fun with ice cream!

Maths
What a wonderful couple of weeks we have had in Maths. We have been consolidating and extending our
understanding of addition and subtraction strategies. We used unifix blocks, counters, number lines and pictures to
build our understanding and model our learning. Students have started working on individual Maths goals where
they are thinking about their own learning. This has seen the introduction of a Maths Toolkit where students keep
their goals sheets and resources used to work on their goals. They have begun meeting with their teacher to discuss
and present their thinking.

Year 2
Just like that it is the last week of Term 2! We can’t believe how quickly the term has gone. We would like to say a
big thank you to the students and families for such a wonderful semester. The teachers are so proud of the students
for consistently demonstrating our school values and displaying a positive attitude towards their learning. We look
forward to continuing our amazing work next semester! Please enjoy a safe and relaxing break.

Wellbeing
In Wellbeing, we have been focusing on kindness. Students have been participating in activities that explore kindness
not only to other people, but also to themselves. Classes took part in a discussion about what it means to be a good
friend and how to demonstrate that in and out of the classroom. This week, we discussed the things that make us
proud. Students had the opportunity to not only talk about achievements in the classroom, but also what they are
proud of out of the classroom. Students created their own ‘Proud Clouds’ where they recorded a range of things that
they were proud of. Check out some of our amazing creations below!

Maths
In Maths, students have been focusing on Money, Money, Money! Students explored the different Australian coins
and notes and the ways in which we can pay for items. We identified that there are 100 cents in $1 and used various
combinations of coins to make up $1. Students then explored how to make different
amounts of money using a range of combinations of coins and notes. Further to this,
students investigated shopping catalogues for the prices of items, and worked out the
coins and notes required to purchase those items. You might like to give this activity a
try at home!
Students have also begun to look at fractions,
identifying how we write fractions using a
numerator and denominator, and how we
can represent fractions using shapes and
collections of classroom resources such as
counters or unifix blocks.

Science/Geography
This fortnight we have continued to explore the concept of living things by thinking about the stages of a butterfly
life cycle and presenting this as a timeline. Students discussed the different lifecycle stages and how these are the
same and different to that of the frog they had previously considered.
In Geography, we are finalising our thinking about the particular connections of our Indigenous peoples and how and
where they live. We have thought about the names that places are given and how these might reflect what it looks
like, what happened there in Dreamtime/Creation stories or the animals or plants that live there. Perhaps as you
embark on some well deserved holiday trips this term break, talk about the different places you are going to and
investigate their indigenous names. Here is one to get you started!
Geelong- Geelong is a large city south-west of Melbourne in Victoria. It is named after the Aboriginal word ‘jillong’
meaning ‘land’ or ‘cliffs’.

Middle School
Year 3
Over the last fortnight the Year 3 students have begun our new Literacy unit on Dreamtime/Creation stories. In
Reading we have read numerous Aboriginal Dreamtime/Creation stories and looked at their deeper meaning.
Students learnt how Dreamtime/Creation stories were written to explain how something came to be or to impart a
moral or a lesson. Students loved reading ‘How the Birds Got Their Colours’, ‘Tiddalick the Frog’, ‘How the Kangaroos
Got Their Tails’ and the story of ‘Bunjil the Eagle’.
In Writing the Year 3 students have been using what they have been learning in Reading to start writing their own
Dreamtime/Creation stories. Looking at the different morals or lessons in detail from the stories covered in Reading,
students have been incorporating their own morals or messages into original stories they have written. They have
then taken these stories and published them using digital technology.
In Maths we have completed a week on the language and properties of 2D and 3D shapes. This included
understanding the difference between 2D and 3D shapes and being able to describe these shapes in terms of sides,
faces, edges and vertices. We then commenced a unit on angles looking firstly at what a right angle is and being able
to determine if an angle is greater than or less than 90 degrees. Students were introduced to the concept that the
angle is the degree of rotation of the 2 rays of the angle and were taught the language of acute and obtuse angles.
In Geography students have examined the different climate zones within Australia. They have been mapping out the
different zones, colour coding a map of Australia and including a key, detailing tropical, subtropical, arid, temperate
and cool zones. They also looked, in a simple way, at why the temperature is warmer as we get closer to the equator
and gets colder the further we move away from the equator.
Respectful Relationships
In Year 3 students have been learning about the topic ‘Personal
Strengths’ for Respectful Relationships classes. They looked at
personal strengths like generosity, self-control, kindness,
determination, bravery, honesty, curiosity, fairness and being
hardworking or funny. Students thought of ways they have
shown these qualities in the past and ways they could show
these qualities in the future. Each student in each Year 3 has
chosen 3 personal strengths that they’d like to improve on for

the rest of the year. They display their 3 personal strengths goals on a triangular prism and put them on their desks.

Year 4
Reading
In Reading, the students have been learning the importance of the Acknowledgement and Welcome to Country.
They have explored texts written by the Indigenous author, Gregg Dreise, as well as a variety of Dreamtime/Creation
stories. The students have considered the various themes and messages contained within these texts, including
those pertaining to diversity, inclusivity, respect etc.
Writing
In Writing, the students have been looking at what makes a quality piece of writing. We have been learning to use
dialogue effectively, with a variety of speaking verbs. The students have been working to punctuate direct speech
appropriately. We have been revising the parts of speech, including nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs. The
students have enjoyed incorporating these skills into their Free Choice writing.
Numeracy
In Maths, the students have been analysing data displays. They have formulated
interesting statements and suitable questions for given sets of data. We enjoyed the
challenge of solving open-ended problems relating to data, using a variety of strategies.
The students came up with their own survey question in Digitech lessons and collected
data from their peers. They explored the use of digital technologies to present data
displays. Through Google Sheets on the computer, the students produced a variety of
graphs, including bar graphs, pie graphs and line graphs. More recently, they have been
learning to calculate collections of Australia coins and notes. Students have also worked
on calculating the change to the nearest five cents.

Senior School
Winter Interschool Sports
On Friday 10 June, Year Five and Six students participated in the Winter Sports Gala Day. It was a wonderful
experience for our Senior School students as they played in their sports against other local schools. Students
remained positive throughout the day – win, lose or draw and displayed teamwork, resilience, persistence and
respect to the umpires, opponents, and one another.

End of Term
It has been another successful and extremely busy term in the Senior School – Athletics Day, Cross Country, Winter
Sports Gala Day, our second Reach workshop (Year 6) and Super Speak (Year 5) were just a few amongst many
exciting things to have occurred this term.
Thank you for your support across the term and we wish our families a wonderful and safe holiday period.

Year 5
In Mathematics, we have investigated algorithms and function machines. The Year 5 students used their algebraic
skills and understanding of inverse operations to solve problems with unknown quantities. It was great to see them
use their understanding of multiplication and the times tables to attack these problems.
In Literacy this week, the Year 5s began reading, analysing and writing odes. These poems of praise are written about
someone or something we love and include figurative language, such as metaphors and personification. The students
have also written persuasive pieces about a topic of their choice and practised presenting them with expression to
share as part of the Super Speak program.
The Year 5 students have been working incredibly hard on their public speaking skills during their Super Speak
sessions. Next week on Thursday we are inviting parents to come along and watch as Year 5 deliver their speeches in
front of you and the Year 4 students. Presenting in front of a live audience will be a great experience and a time for
some amazing growth with their confidence in public speaking. If you haven't already, please fill out the survey
posted on Dojo and Compass if you wish to attend.
The Winter Sports Gala Day was a huge success with so much amazing sportsmanship and teamwork demonstrated
throughout the day. It was awesome to see the students get out there and give it a go (even in the rain) and make
the most of the day.
In Science, the gas powered boats have begun to take shape with most of their creations ready to be tested. It will be
interesting to see which designs succeed and what alterations need to be made for their boats to meet the success
criteria of travelling 50cm.

Year Six
In Mathematics, we have continued with our unit on ‘Data Representation and Interpretation’. Students have built
on their skills in refining and developing questions, collating data and representing their data graphically through
graphs including stem and leaf plots.
Over the past week or so, we have been developing students’ skills in analysing data and calculating the mean
(average), mode, median and range of data sets. Students created hands on games such as catching contests and
collected their own data, before organising their data and finding the mean, mode, median and range from their
group’s data.
We have also continued developing our students mathematical reasoning through having students work
collaboratively to discuss their methods and procedures in finding responses to problem solving questions.
In Writing, students in Year 6 have completed their draft and published copy of their global issues persuasive essay.
Students originally selected a global issue which interested them such as single use plastics, junk food advertising,
shark nets, palm oil use and three-day weekends. They then researched their topic and planned their persuasive
texts. Students collected a range of facts, statistics, expert opinion, etc. to support their writing.
Following on from this, using their plans to guide them, students carefully constructed their persuasive essays using
a range of persuasive devices such as rhetorical questions, hyperbole, stats/facts, expert opinion and repetition.
Students also used emotive language, high modality words and personal pronouns to engage their target audience –
their Year 6 classmates.
In Reading, we have continued developing students’ skills in reading and analysing a range of different forms of
information texts. This week, students learned about the bullet train in Japan. Students made connections and used
their prior knowledge to support them in understanding the text. They were then encouraged to highlight unfamiliar
or confusing language which was then discussed in pairs to further their understanding of the text. In addition to
this, students have been shown the different features of information texts including diagrams, maps and captions.
In Science and Technology, students have commenced the construction of their gas powered boats. Either in pairs or
independently, students have a task to make a gas powered boat which must travel at least 50cm in water. Students
will be given bicarb soda and vinegar to power their boat.
Students have been asked to bring from home recycled materials which they could use for their boat, including milk
cartons, soft drink bottles, toilet paper rolls, etc.
Students have researched, planned and designed their boats and part of the challenge is to follow the design plan in
the construction of their boat. We look forward to the results!
Year Six Warrnambool Tour
Thank you to our families who have provided payment and consent for Term 3’s Warrnambool Tour. If you haven’t
made payment yet, please contact our business manager.
As part of the tour we will be travelling to Warrnambool and visiting a range of exciting sites such as the Twelve
Apostles, the Flagstaff Hill Maritime Museum and much more!
Further information regarding medical forms, what to bring list, etc. will be distributed in the early weeks of Term 3.
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