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Principal’s Report 
 

House Athletics  

There was great house spirit today as students from all year levels attended our annual House Athletics. Participation 

was the focus of the day, with Years 3 to 6 students provided the opportunity to rotate through a series of track and 

field events. These included discus, shot put, long jump, triple jump and 

various running races. For our younger students, they generated wonderful 

‘House’ spirit through participation in activities such as tunnel ball, relay 

races, mini hurdles and much more.   

It was pleasing to see the high levels of sportsmanship throughout the day. 

Also, the great excitement on so many faces.   

A big thank you to Mr McDonald, staff and all the parents who assisted on 

the day. The event would not have been possible without you.   

Thank you also to Woolworths Chirnside Park for generously donating large boxes of apples and bananas. This 

helped to keep the energy levels up! 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

May 
Friday 6th  

Tuesday 10th 

Thursday 12th  

Friday 13th  

Tuesday 17th  

Friday 20th    

Monday 23rd  

Tuesday 24th  

Thursday 26th  

Thursday 26th  

Monday 30th     

 
House Athletics 

NAPLAN Commences 

Student Free Day 

Sushi Lunch 

Subway Lunch 

District Cross Country 

Education Week 

Year 1 Excursion 

Super Speak Commences (Yr. 5) 

Education Week Open Afternoon 

Sushi Lunch 

June 

Wednesday 1st  

Wednesday 1st  

Friday 3rd   

Friday 10th   

Monday 13th  

Thursday 16th 

Thursday 16th 

Friday 17th  

Monday 20th 

Monday 20th 

Wednesday 22nd  

Friday 24th    

Friday 24th    

 
Foundation Zoo Excursion 

Year 2 Excursion 

Curriculum Day 

5/6 District Sports 

Queen’s Birthday 

Family Life Evening 

Year 3 Incursion 

Student Reports Available 

P/T Interviews 

Year 6 REACH Incursion 

P/T Interviews 

Subway Lunch 

End of Term 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANZAC Day 

On the final Sunday of the school holidays our Senior Choir were a special 

part of the Croydon RSL’s ANZAC Service. They joined with the Croydon 

Primary School choir to sing two powerful songs, In The Silence by Glyn 

Lehmann and I Am Australian. Our Choir leaders also laid a wreath on 

behalf of the school.  

Mother’s Day Stall 

The Mother’s Day stall is always a special event with students enjoying the opportunity to go ‘shopping’ and search 

for that perfect gift. The stall would not be possible without the efforts of our Family and Friends Network. They 

spent many hours preparing and supervising the stall and I sincerely thank them for their support.  

 

2023 Foundation Enrolments 

A sincere thank you to current and prospective families who attended the 2023 Foundation Information Evening. We 

hope you found it informative and that it answered any questions you may have about our school and the enrolment 

process.  

I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2023 that we are taking enrolments 

now. To assist us with planning, I encourage you to complete your child’s enrolment form and bring it to the office as 

soon as possible.  

We also ask that members of our community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the enrolment 

procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form and information pack.   



 

 

School tours are available every Wednesday morning commencing at 9:30am. Please call the school on 9723 3886 to 

book a tour.  

Student Free Day- Thursday 12th May 

A reminder that students do not attend school next Thursday (12th May). Staff will be involved in professional 

learning with a focus on teaching Mathematics. OSHC are providing a program for families requiring supervision. 

Please refer to the form sent home last week for further details.   

Education Week 

Education Week is quickly approaching. Please see below an update from the committee: 

Education Week is approaching and this year we are excited to welcome the community back into our classrooms. 

The theme for Education Week is ‘Celebrating 150 Years of Public Education.’ In recognition of this we have planned 

numerous activities for your child to participate in.  The following activities will take place on Thursday 26th May. 

Open Classroom: We would like to invite you to come and visit your child’s classroom between 3.30 and 4.00pm on 

Thursday the 26th May.  During this time, you will have a chance to enter your child’s classroom to view the work 

that your child has been working on throughout the term.  

Dress Up Day: To coincide with the theme ‘Celebrating 150 Years of Public Education’, we would like to invite your 

child to step back in time and come dressed in an olden day outfit. Your child may choose to come dressed in a long 

skirt, petticoat, blouse, apron, bonnet, trousers, braces, a shirt, vest, tie, hat etc.  Please note, dressing up is optional. 

Olden Day Experiences: Throughout the day children will have the opportunity to experience what it was like in the 

‘olden days’ by playing some old-fashioned games and learning about what school was like over 100 years ago. We 

look forward to sharing these experiences with your child.  

Good Luck Mis Doensen 

Miss Doensen’s final day before commencing maternity leave is this coming Friday (13 May). We wish Ashleigh and 

her partner Matt all the very best for the safe arrival of their first child. We look forward to hearing updates in the 

coming weeks.   

 

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 
Foundation 
 

What a fantastic start to Term 2! It was so exciting to see all the students 

back after the holidays eager and ready to learn all the new things that 

this term will bring.  

 

We have had a busy start to the term in Reading. We have been learning 

about the Reader’s Workshop model, ‘Just Right’ books and nonfiction 

texts. The students learnt that the Reader’s Workshop model consists of a 

mini lesson, independent reading, work time and a reflection. Everyone 

has been really engaged during Independent reading time and focusing on 

not only their own reading goal but our class reading goals too. We have 

also been busy learning about ‘Just Right’ books and what they look like 

for us. To explore this concept students had lots of fun trying on each 



 

 

other's shoes to see if they were a just right fit for them as well as having a discussion about the text ‘Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears.’ Finally, the students have enjoyed learning about the differences between fiction and nonfiction 

texts. We know that a fiction text is a made-up story while a nonfiction text includes text features such as headings, 

real life pictures, facts, labels and diagrams. 

 

In Writing, students had the opportunity to work together with their teacher 

to write their first information report on Frogs using a range of nonfiction text 

features. They wrote a heading, completed a directed drawing of a real life 

frog, labelled it and wrote down true facts about frogs using the facts we read 

about in a text called ‘How Frogs Grow.’ 

 

For the last two weeks in Numeracy our students have been learning about 

patterns and how they repeat over and over. They had fun making patterns 

using concrete materials such as coloured teddies, unifix blocks, calculators, 

etc. Once students were more confident using concrete materials we started 

making patterns using a range of art supplies as well as drawing and writing 

about the patterns we had made. 

 

 

PMP started this week and the students were very excited to join in on this new learning experience. There were all 

kinds of gross motor skills for the students to have a go at such as balancing, jumping, catching, throwing and eye 

tracking. The children did very well at following instructions, taking their shoes on and off and lining up when the 

bell rang. Thank you again to all the parent volunteers that helped set up and run activities. We are all very excited 

to give it another go next week! 

 

Junior School 

Year 1 
 

Welcome back! It has been so lovely to see all the students' smiling faces back in the classroom, and to watch them 

settle back into the school routine. We are excited for another term filled with lots of new learning and some 

exciting events.  

In Literacy, we have started to look at Informational Writing. Students have been exploring nonfiction books and 

identifying different text features such as contents page, diagram/graph, index, glossary, facts etc. Students explored 

the features of nonfiction and fiction texts and sorted them using a Venn Diagram. In the following weeks we will be 

using interesting facts learned through our Reader’s Workshop to begin to develop our own information reports on a 

range of topics. If your child brings home a nonfiction reader, see if they can identify the different text features!  

In Maths last week, we explored money. We focused on 

recognising, ordering and adding the value of Australian coins 

with the same denomination. We engaged in open-ended 

activities which allowed the students to develop their problem 

solving skills and promoted discussions. You can support your 

child and their learning by discussing money in a real world 

context for example, asking them to help with the shopping, 

counting change and money in their money boxes!  

This week our focus has been on addition and subtraction, and 



 

 

strategies to solve open-ended questions. Students are learning to apply new vocabulary to promote and extend 

their understanding of tasks related to addition and subtraction including counting money, measurement and so on.  

This term, students will explore our new science unit of “Living Things, Needs and Habitats”. Students are already 

eager and excited to learn about this topic, and have started to share some fantastic facts and knowledge about it 

with their teachers! 

On Friday we had our very first Foundation - Year 2 House athletics. It was a wonderful day seeing all the students 

dressed in their house colours and watching them get involved and try their best in all of the activities. Thank you to 

all of the parent helpers for coming and supporting the students in different sporting events; these amazing days 

wouldn’t be possible without all of your support.  

Just a quick reminder that in Week 5 all Year 1 students will be going on an excursion to Healesville Sanctuary. 

Payment for the excursion is due by Tuesday the 17th of May.  

 

Year 2 
We have had such a fabulous start to Term 2! It was amazing to see the smiling faces and positive attitudes that 

returned to the classroom. Students demonstrated wonderful respect when participating in the special ANZAC 

presentation during the assembly last Friday and when participating in a range of activities that focused on the 

importance of ANZAC day.  

The students have been working really hard at honing their skills at a range of athletics day activities which they 

were able to display at our whole school Ruskin Athletics Day. We have discussed why it is important to encourage 

others and cheer on our classmates and we were all very excited to support each other!  

Wellbeing  

Fruit Salad has been an exciting game that our students have used to begin to positively 

explore the concept of gender and identity. All students were given a fruit and had to 

swap spots when their fruit was called and sit next to someone new. Through this game 

students were asked to think about how the fruits were the same and how they were different and then use this 

thinking to explore how we are the same and different.  

We then moved on to consider some of the activities students enjoy doing. It was great to share some really amazing 

preferences such as football, dancing and drawing. Students then compared their preferences with others and talked 

about the wide range of activities they like to do.  

It would be a great opportunity to talk with your children about the games you liked to play when you were younger 

and even the jobs you do at home to help them to understand that we can all enjoy doing lots of different kinds of 

activities.  

Literacy  

We have begun our ‘Information Report’ unit in Literacy. Students have explored different nonfiction texts and have 

practised identifying the different features using mentor texts and their own ‘Just Right’ books. We have focused on 

thinking about and recording how different text features help us read and understand the texts and how images and 

diagrams give us more detail about a topic. The students have eagerly engaged in the information writing process, 

planning and drafting some amazing informative pieces about topics they already know such as school and how our 

bodies work. We can’t wait to begin exploring and researching different topics of interest to create our information 

reports that include all necessary elements and follow the correct structure. When reading a nonfiction book with 

your child at home, encourage them to identify different features of the texts and ask them how they think the text 

features support their understanding. Check out the structure below of how to set out an information report! 



 

 

 

We have also been learning about synonyms, what they are, how to 

identify them and how to apply them in context.  

Can you identify synonyms that match the following words? 

Smart: ____________________ 

Yell: ___________________ 

Scared: ___________________ 

Terrible: _________________ 

Cry: _________________ 

Amazing: _________________ 

  

Numeracy 

It has been a great start back to the term in Maths. Over the last two weeks we have been continuing to learn about 

addition and subtraction strategies. We have been exploring the different ways of solving single-digit and double-

digit addition equations; these have included the split strategy, jump strategy, doubles/near doubles as well as using 

different materials. The students have also worked on using a number line to work out 2-digit subtraction and 

addition problems while using the jump strategy. We have been using our addition and subtraction skills in a variety 

of new games we are learning including Total Recall. 

How to play Total Recall: 

You will need a pack of playing cards and a dice.  

In a pair you will have 6 cards in front of you. One person rolls a 10-sided dice for the other person. The person who 

didn’t roll the dice has to make that number using the six cards in front of them in any combination of subtraction or 

addition equations - the more cards, the better! For example, if they roll an 8, they could pick up the cards 2, 3, 3. 

You then keep the cards you used and before the next person goes, replace the cards so there are 6 again. The 

person with the most cards at the end of the game wins! 

Science  

This term we are exploring a biological science unit. Last year, students discovered how different living things live in 

a variety of habitats, and have different foods and needs in order to survive. This year, students are going to build on 



 

 

that knowledge by learning about how living things grow and change over time, the life cycles of a different living 

species, how offspring can have similar characteristics to their parents, amongst many other pieces of information! 

This week, students were challenged to become observational scientists. Using their scientific thinking hats, students 

explored a range of images that focused on the initial stages of a living thing entering this world. Whether it was a 

butterfly escaping out of its cocoon, or a small chick hatching from its egg, students were challenged to ‘see’, ‘think’ 

and ‘wonder’ about how a living thing changes over time through its life cycle in order to contribute to living 

ecosystems.   

Scientists At Home 

Now it's time to be scientists at home, and there is no better resource for biological science than your very own 

home! You might like to explore the different living things around your home such as plants, animals and humans; 

the list of living things goes on. As you explore your home for different living things, ask yourself: 

What can I see? What do I think is happening? I wonder how they are going to change as they grow up? 

As scientists, we need to be able to predict things before they happen, in order to make a judgement later on! This is 

what we call making a hypothesis, which our scientific Year 2s are going to practice throughout this term. 

Just a quick reminder that in Week 6 all Year 2 students will be going on an excursion to Healesville Sanctuary. 

Payments for the excursion are due by Monday 23rd of May.  

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
 

The Year Three students have settled back into the routines of learning quickly this term. The first three weeks of this 

term are particularly busy for our Year 3’s as we prepare them for NAPLAN which begins in Week 3. There are also 

many other special events occurring in this time such as Athletics Day and the Mother’s Day stall.  

We have been reading many text types recently as we prepare students to feel confident for NAPLAN next week. 

During this time we have focused on looking for evidence in a text to support our thinking and understanding to 

answer comprehension questions. We have also reflected on our reading responses and discussed different 

strategies we can use to answer questions that we are not sure about; such as looking for clues and using our prior 

knowledge to help us infer meaning. In Writing we have revised the persuasive and narrative structure. Students 

have been practising writing a short story within a time limit and tweaking stories they have written previously to 

help them do so. 

We will soon begin our next literacy topic ‘Book Talks’ where we will start by viewing and analysing other people’s 

reviews of books and move on to writing our own book reviews. Students will then record their review using an iPad 

and present this to the class.  

In Numeracy, we have investigated arrays and how they can help us to solve multiplication problems. Students 

created their own ‘skyscrapers’ using an array as the windows and described the array in as much detail as possible 

such as: groups of, repeated addition, vertical and horizontal multiplication as well as in a worded problem. We have 

spent this week revising multiple concepts such as fractions, area, and shape transformation. 



 

 

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

In Geography, students started off the term by exploring the globe via Google Earth, finding specific locations within 

Australia and then taking the time to explore some amazing places all around the world. The focus now in Geography 

is a thorough familiarisation with Australia, including learning all the states and territories, capital cities, some major 

landmarks and a look at many different Aboriginal areas and dialects as well. 

In Digital Technology the students went on a website scavenger hunt where they needed to type the URL in and 

locate specific information on the page. This included finding the topic of animals and the using the subheadings to 

list the types of animals.  

We have begun our Physical Science topic this term! Over the last fortnight the Year 3s have had so much fun playing 

with magnets. We have already started experimenting with different materials, predicting what we think could be 

magnetic and what probably isn’t. We learnt that even though something is silver and shiny, it doesn’t necessarily 

make it magnetic! We also determined that the thickness of a material and the surface texture plays a part in how 

well a magnet force will travel through the material. Students found that thin, smooth surfaces work much better 

than thick, bumpy surfaces.  

 

Year 4 

Literacy 

In Reading and Writing, we have begun our exciting unit of work on Fantasy. The students are thrilled to be 

participating in a unit that requires them to think outside the box and use their imagination. We introduced the unit 

by defining the differences between fantasy and reality, identifying common characteristics and relevant books that 

contain these features. In Writing, we created our own fantastical characters/creatures that have flaws, strengths, 

mistakes, desires and backstories. Students identified how their character might change throughout the story and we 

will be using the character next week within our own writing pieces. In Reading, we have begun reading ‘The 

Spiderwick Chronicles’. Students have been fascinated with the story and are eager to continue reading the series. 

We have been using our comprehension strategies as we are reading the text. These include creating predictions, 

identifying the problem, inferring how characters are changing and summarising. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy 

In Maths, we have been focusing on mental and written strategies for multiplication and division. In our units, the 

students have been exploring the use of arrays, equal groups, repeated addition/subtraction, number lines and fact 

families to solve problems.   

We encourage all students to use these strategies daily within their homework as these may assist in achieving their 

current Maths goals. 

Science 

In Science this week, the students were provided with some time to work on their Science Project. Some students 

used this time to continue on with their research, while others began preparing their poster/PowerPoint and cue 

cards. Next week, they will be provided some time to start practising their oral presentation with a partner and 

providing each other with some feedback. A reminder that this project is due on Monday 16th May. The students will 

need to come prepared to present on that day, however presentations will run throughout the week. 

 

Senior School  
 

Buddies Program 

We have enjoyed watching our students in the Senior School develop supportive and caring relationships with their 

Foundation students. 

Term 1 concluded with an Easter activity, where students demonstrated teamwork and encouragement, as they 

created an Easter egg basket and finished by decorating with patterns.  

Already this term we have had a Buddies session which involved supporting the Foundation students with the 

upcoming House Athletics. Senior School students and Foundation students met in their respective houses – Banksia, 

Candlebark, Wattle and Waratah and together they practised the house chants. It was fantastic to see our Senior 

School students lead by example. We then went outside and modelled and supported some games which the 

Foundation students will participate in at the House Athletics Carnival, including tunnel ball.   



 

 

Winter Interschool Sports 

Training has commenced for the Term 2 Winter Interschool Sports Day. Students have been allocated to teams and 

this week participated in their first training session. The sports for this term include soccer, AFL, netball and t-ball.  

We remind students of the expectations for the Senior School sport which include teamwork, encouragement and 

support. 

 

 
Year 5 
 

The Year 5 students have had a great start to Term 2 after their first break. A lot has already been happening in and 

out of our classrooms and there is much more to come. 

Our Persuasive unit is coming to an end with some amazing persuasive pieces on show. The Year 5s chose a big issue 

to research and write a persuasive piece about. The 

students then completed a self and peer 

assessment to evaluate their work. The students 

revised their knowledge about ‘quick writes’, in 

particular planning, editing and incorporating 

interesting vocabulary.  

In Numeracy we have worked on telling time in a 

range of situations. The students converted 

between 12- and 24-hour time, read time tables 

and calculated elapsed time. We also revised 

multiplication and division and completed a self-guided task using the laptops where the students had to solve 

worded problems and document their mathematical thinking. 

During our first assembly of Term 2, some courageous Year 5 students presented their slides about the significance 

of ANZAC Day. It was awesome to see how well they spoke about such an important date on the Australian calendar. 

Winter sport has begun and it was pleasing to see all the 5/6 students getting involved and working to improve their 

skills in a new sport. We are running soccer, football, netball and T-ball for winter sports this term. 

In Digital Technologies we have begun our unit on binary and coding. The Year 5s loved creating black and white 

images by using binary to manipulate the pixels on their laptops. The program we are using is a part of Code.org. 



 

 

In Humanities we also began a new unit on Civics and Citizenship. The students began by exploring the origins of our 

National Flag and what it represents. They then created an alternate design and explained its symbolism and 

connection to Australia 

In Week 5, our Year 5 students will participate in the Super Speak public speaking program. The program is run over 

several sessions throughout Term 2 and aims to build students’ confidence when speaking in front of an audience in 

a fun and creative way, by teaching a range of skills including voice projection and body positioning.  

Year 6 

In Mathematics, students have commenced the new unit on Length and Area. So far students have been taught how 

to accurately measure a range of objects, select the correct metric unit and how to convert between metric units of 

length. They have been involved in a range of hands on activities, which included students measuring the lengths of 

objects in the classroom and outside in the playground. We then revisited perimeter and measured the perimeter of 

a range of items including tubs, iPads, novels and whiteboards. As we move through the unit, students will 

commence learning about area with a specific focus on learning formulas for a range of different shapes including 

triangles.   

In Reading, we have continued with 

our unit on reading and analysing 

persuasive texts. Students have 

been involved in delicately analysing 

the persuasive text titled ‘Mobile 

Phones in the Classroom’. Students 

have been explicitly taught the 

structure and vocabulary needed 

for persuasive texts, in addition to 

persuasive devices such as 

rhetorical questions, exaggerations 

and statistics/facts. They have used 

their highlighters to identify and 

annotate key details and features 

including emotive language, 

personal pronouns and high 

modality words.  

In Writing, we have commenced our 

unit on writing persuasive texts. 

Through the Writer’s Workshop, 

students have been explicitly taught 

the structure, vocabulary and 

persuasive devices. Students 

brainstormed reasons for and 

against, planned, and have 

commenced writing their draft for 

the topic, ‘Schools should have 

weekly excursions’. The topic has 

generated heated debate and opinions in the classroom and we are enjoying reading and hearing the students’ 

thoughts on the topic. We look forward to sharing published samples in the future. 



 

 

We are coming towards the end of our Humanities unit on Economics and Business. This week students 

brainstormed and identified two dream careers for their futures. They then discussed the pros and cons of each job, 

before finally selecting their dream career. The next step involved students looking at job advertisements and 

thinking about what skills and interests workers need for specific jobs.  

Our next unit will focus on Civics and Citizenship with a specific emphasis on Australian Democracy. 

2022 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) 

Ruskin Park Primary School is once again providing students in Years 3 – 6 an opportunity to take part in ICAS.  These 

assessments are designed to recognise excellence for high potential students.   Assessments are available in Digital 

Technologies, English, Mathematics, Science and Spelling.  The assessments are conducted online at school.  All 

participating students will receive a general overview of their performance. If you would like your child to take part 

in ICAS you will need to complete registration online by Friday 22nd July. Participation in ICAS is a parent choice and 

not compulsory. 

Access details for parent: 

Parent Registration Link: https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps 

School Access Code:   PQM872 

 

Senior Choir 

On the 24th of April, the Senior Choir, combined with the 

Croydon Primary School Choir performed at the 

Croydon RSL’s ANZAC Day service. The students sang In 

The Silence by Glyn Lehmann and I Am Australian. Two 

students had the opportunity to lay a wreath, to 

remember the heroes who have sacrificed their lives. 

The students sang wonderfully. Well done Senior Choir!  

Lydia Lim 
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These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

Thomas Sebastian Noah Yuanna Finn Charlie Isabella Sigourney Jordi 

Violet Hezekia Millie Ryan Milo Xavier Samuel Sophie Philip 

Harper Stephanie John Kailie Olive Nome Ruby Matilda Noah 

Brody Heer Harry Ada Lexie Maeve Delan Asha Rita 

Indi Townes Wyatt       



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 


