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Upcoming Dates
May
Monday 23rd
Monday 23rd
Tuesday 24th
Thursday 26th
Thursday 26th
Monday 30th

June
Education Week
Year 5 Excursion
Year 1 Excursion
Super Speak Commences (Yr. 5)
Education Week Open Afternoon
Sushi Lunch

June
Wednesday 1st
Wednesday 1st
Friday 3rd
Friday 10th

Foundation Zoo Excursion
Year 2 Excursion
Curriculum Day
5/6 District Sports

Monday 13th
Thursday 16th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th
Monday 20th
Monday 20th
Wednesday 22nd
Friday 24th
Friday 24th

Queen’s Birthday
Family Life Evening
Year 3 Incursion
Student Reports Available
P/T Interviews
Year 6 REACH Incursion
P/T Interviews
Subway Lunch
End of Term 2 (2:30pm)

Principal’s Report
Cross Country
Congratulations to all students who represented our school at
today’s District Cross Country. Our students applied themselves well
and we are proud of their efforts. Cross Country is one of the more
challenging events and tests everyone’s stamina and commitment.
Our team certainly rose to the challenge. Many weeks of early
morning training sessions with Mr McDonald had the team well
prepared for the race.
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
A huge thank you to all of our amazing parents who assisted at last weekend’s Bunnings Sausage Sizzle. Thank you
also to families who generously donated sauce, drinks or funds that could be used to purchase bread, sausages and
onions. Everyone’s combined efforts resulted in a successful event with over $2319 being raised.

In further updates, I can advise that last term we were able to raise $497.50 for the Royal Children’s Hospital Good
Friday Appeal.
Education Week
Education Week is next week. Please see below plans from the committee:
Education Week is approaching and this year we are excited to welcome the community back into our classrooms.
The theme for Education Week is ‘Celebrating 150 Years of Public Education.’ In recognition of this we have planned
numerous activities for your child to participate in. The following activities will take place on Thursday 26th of May.
Open Classroom: We would like to invite you to come and visit your child’s classroom between 3.30 and 4.00pm on
Thursday the 26th of May. During this time, you will have a chance to enter your child’s classroom to view the work
that your child has been working on throughout the term.
Dress Up Day: To coincide with the theme ‘Celebrating 150 Years of Public Education’, we would like to invite your
child to step back in time and come dressed in an olden day outfit. Your child may choose to come dressed in a long
skirt, petticoat, blouse, apron, bonnet, trousers, braces, a shirt, vest, tie, hat etc. Please note the dress up day is
optional.
Olden Day Experiences: Throughout the day children will have the opportunity to experience what it was like in the
‘olden days’ by playing some old-fashioned games and learning about what school was like over 100 years ago. We
look forward to sharing these experiences with your child.
NAPLAN
Over the past fortnight students in Years Three and Five have completed NAPLAN assessments. Students engaged in
tasks focusing on Reading, Writing, Conventions of Language and Numeracy. Our message to students was simply to
do their best and I congratulate them all on their excellent effort. Parents will receive results later in the year. Once I
have an estimated arrival time I will let you know.
Farewell Miss Budge
Today is Miss Budge’s final day before commencing maternity leave. On behalf of the school community I thank her
for the wonderful guidance she has provided her class and for her overall contribution to our school. She will be
missed but we look forward to seeing her return in the not too distant future. We wish her all the best for this
exciting new chapter.
I am pleased to inform our community that Mrs Page will join with Mrs Barden as teachers of Year 4B for the
remainder of the year. Welcome back Mrs Page.

Year 6 Camp
I am pleased to inform our Year 6 families that we have confirmed the revised details of this year’s camp.
Unfortunately, our Canberra camp will not be able to proceed in 2022, however we have been able to secure a camp
at Warrnambool that we believe will provide the students with an exciting and enjoyable experience. Further details
will be provided through Compass shortly, please add to your diary the following dates:
Departure: Monday 29 August
Return: Wednesday 31 August
Curriculum Day- Friday 3 June
A reminder to our community that Friday 3 June is a student free day. OSHC will be running a program for families
requiring assistance with supervision. Details of the program and cost were sent home earlier this week.
Please note this is separate to the Education Department’s Professional Practice Day that occurred earlier this
month.
Compass
A reminder that if your child is going to be absent you can make a note of this on Compass.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
It has been amazing to see all of the students jump straight back into our school routine! We have been busy little
bees down here in Foundation with PMP, Athletics Day and everyday exploration of the curriculum. We are all super
impressed with how our wonderful cohort are progressing, and we regularly reflect on the amazing growth they are
all independently making!
Last Friday we sadly said goodbye to Miss Ashleigh Doensen due to her starting maternity leave. Ashleigh has been a
valuable member of our Foundation team and we have absolutely loved working with her. We wish her nothing but
the best for this new life chapter that she is about to embark on, and we are all looking forward to the arrival of her
first baby! As Jiminy Cricket from Pinocchio says, “goodbyes are not forever, goodbyes are not the end, they simply
mean I’ll miss you, until we meet again!”
Zoo Excursion
Just a quick reminder that the Zoo excursion is live on Compass. Permission and payment are due before 31st May. If
you are having any difficulty with paying, please discuss this with your child’s teacher or office staff.
Literacy
In Reading we have continued our focus on nonfiction texts. We are continuously recapping the differences between
fiction and nonfiction books, and some of the features that we might see, including headings, photographs, labels,
and diagrams. Students have been exposed to a variety of nonfiction texts and have worked on their comprehension
by recalling four or more facts that they remember. If you have any nonfiction texts at home, it would be great for
you to explore them with your child!
Students have absolutely loved Writing so far this term. The Foundation students have explored a variety of animals
and insects and have learned lots of new information about them. Last week, students got to put on their scientists’

hats and discover new facts about amazing ants. Students worked hard to draw and label their insects, write various
interesting facts about them and work on our whole class writing goals. We can’t wait to see what other incredible
creatures we’ll be learning about!
Maths
In Maths, we finished off our two-week exploration of patterns and have started to
look at day and night. Students observed what we might see during these times of
the day and have worked together to create a list of events and activities that we
might do! For example, brushing our teeth in the morning. We encourage you to
continuously talk about morning, afternoon, and night with your child so that they
are exposed to it every day. You might like to talk about what you see on the way
to school or go on a night exploration in your backyard.
Athletics Day
What an incredible and eventful day! Students absolutely loved being a part of this
experience and left with big smiles on their faces. There were lots of activities set
up for us on arrival like tunnel ball, jump sack and more. Although it was an
incredibly fun day, we got back to school with a lot of very tired people!

Junior School
Year 1
We can’t believe it is already Week 4! It has been a busy but exciting few weeks in Year 1. Our students are growing
in their learning every day. They are very excited to have you visit their classrooms on Thursday!
Literacy
In Writing, students have been focusing on writing an information report about animals. We have been focusing on
Australian Animals and Marine Animals. We have been concentrating on structuring our writing with subheadings
such as an introduction, appearance, habitat, diet and interesting facts with a closing statement. Students have
experimented with editing their work by underlining unknown words and extending their ideas with adjectives.
Students have also published their own information reports which they are very proud of!
In Reading, we have continued to explore the features of nonfiction texts. The features include a contents page,
glossary, index, photographs etc. We are also learning how one information text can have many ideas! We have
started to focus on identifying the different words that repeat on each page to identify what the section is mostly
about. Using this strategy helps students to determine the main idea. Ask your child to demonstrate this strategy to
you at home!

Maths
Year 1 students have been exploring addition and subtraction strategies such as
counting on and back, using number lines and 10s frames. We have also been using
a range of concrete materials including number lines, rulers, counters and 100s
charts to assist us in solving addition and subtraction number sentences. Students
have learnt games using decks of cards and dice so ask them to show you their
learning!
After our staff PD day, Year 1 students have been trialling problem solving
strategies, successfully using our thinking to develop our understanding of new
concepts.
We have also been investigating number patterns using different strategies. We
talked about patterns in our natural environment, for example, on letter boxes.
Science
In Science, we have been categorising the differences between living and nonliving
things and investigating what living things need to survive. Students have been
extremely engaged in this topic and have loved exploring living things out in the
school yard! If you are on a walk with your child at home, see if they can name
things that are living and nonliving! How do they know?
Education Week
Open Classroom: We would like to invite you to come and visit your child’s
classroom between 3.30 and 4.00pm on Thursday the 26th of May. During this time, you will have a chance to enter
your child’s classroom to view the work that your child has been working on throughout the term.
Dress Up Day: To coincide with the theme ‘Celebrating 150 Years of Public Education’, we would like to invite your
child to step back in time and come dressed in an olden day outfit. Your child may choose to come dressed in a long
skirt, petticoat, blouse, apron, bonnet, trousers, braces, a shirt, vest, tie, hat etc. Please note, dressing up is optional.
Healesville Sanctuary
Next Tuesday, the 24th of May, we will be going on our excursion to Healesville Sanctuary! Please read the following
important information about the day.
Students must arrive at school no later than 8:45 am and report to their classroom. Our bus will depart promptly at
9:05 am to ensure we arrive on time to attend the Habitats Features and Life Cycle Program.
Students are required to carry and look after their own lunch and snack in a small backpack (no school bags or lunch
boxes please) during the excursion. Please supply a bottle of water with morning tea and lunch.
Please make sure your child is prepared for all weather conditions and wearing their full school uniform. Appropriate
walking footwear (no gumboots) and a clearly labelled raincoat are a must!

Year 2
Just like that, it is Week 4! It is wonderful to see our students doing a fantastic job at demonstrating our school
values in and out of the classroom. We were amazed at the energy and enthusiasm that students displayed at our

whole school athletics day last Friday. It was wonderful to witness the encouragement and sportsmanship that was
demonstrated by all. We thank all the parents who volunteered their time to come down and assist or just came
down to support our students.
Don’t forget that our Year 2 Healesville Sanctuary excursion will take place on Wednesday the 1st of June. Please
make sure you have completed payment and consent through Compass by Monday the 23rd of May. We also ask that
if you are able to assist on the day, please contact your child’s teacher.
Wellbeing
Throughout our wellbeing lessons, students have continued to explore
concepts surrounding gender and identity! This week, students focused their
learning around the concept of ‘labels’. Using our knowledge of games and
activities that we like to play, students shared what labels are used for (eg.
containers) and identified the difference between applying labels to containers
and to people. In this, students identified that it is not helpful to apply labels to
people, and investigated statements that challenge the limiting nature of
gender labels. Students continued to explore the word ‘gender’ and discussed ideas about what they think it means
to be a boy or a girl, and how these discussions can change over time. As we explore ideas around gender, we have
begun to acknowledge that we must be careful about labels, and that labels should not tell us what we can or cannot
do, whether it be learning at school, doing a favourite activity or playing our favourite games! Over the course of this
term, students will continue to recognise that every person they come across is a little bit different to them, and that
we should always enjoy the ways in which people are different!
Literacy
Our work with information reports has continued with eagerness. Students have
begun exploring how to research and collect their own information and plan for their
writing. They have been honing their skills to write their reports, adding diagrams and
a range of other text features - even glossaries - for others to read and share. In
Reading we have been thinking about our strategy to ‘Determine Importance’. We
have been reading lots of different nonfiction texts and putting on our detective hats
to think about what the text is mostly about and how we might know. We have even
been looking for words that repeat to give us a clue. Sometimes we have noticed that
there might even be more than one main idea!
Our spelling focus on synonyms has continued and it has been wonderful to notice
how students are using this to make their writing more interesting. A great car game is
to say a word and see who can come up with the most synonyms for the word. Challenge each other and have fun!
Numeracy
Last week, the students eagerly engaged in our unit on time.
We explored the parts of a clock and the students had a go at
creating their own. The language of ‘o’clock’, ‘half past’,
‘quarter past’ and ‘quarter to’ were taught through a range of
hands-on learning experiences. The students discovered what a
variety of different times looked like on an analogue clock and
recorded those times digitally. Students were presented with
an open-ended question relating to time to challenge and
extend their thinking. Check out the photos of the students
hard at work below!

You might like to practise telling the time at home with your child. Don’t forget to encourage them to use the
language of 'o'clock’, ‘half past’, ‘quarter past’ and ‘quarter to’.
Humanities
This week in our Biological Science unit, we have been developing our observational skills. The students have been
working on drawing and describing the ways in which they have grown and changed throughout different stages of
their lives. We were looking at the ways that humans grow and change and using this to label life changes. Students
compared themselves now to photos of themselves as babies and described how they have changed. The classes
have been fantastic at explaining what they see and discussing thoughts and wonderings throughout the lessons.
In Geography this week, we have been discussing places we are connected to around Australia as well as around the
world. Students have been using maps to locate different places they have travelled, where their family has come
from as well as any other special connections they may have. We have been talking about all the different places
they have seen on T.V. or read about in books. It would be great for you to continue these conversations at home
about any special family connections they may have.
Some ways we could be connected to places:
Holidays/places you have travelled to
Family who live overseas
Places in movies they love
Places they have read about in books

Middle School
Year 3
The Year 3 students have had a very busy fortnight. Students did a fantastic job completing their NAPLAN
assessments last week, working to the very best of their abilities and trying their hardest. In preparation for NAPLAN,
the Year 3s brainstormed some stress management ideas, including what we can do to help us sleep well, different
exercises we can do at home, and fun activities and hobbies we can do with our friends and family. The most popular
activities to help students de-stress were going on the trampoline and playing with pets!
In Reading this week, the Year 3 students have completed a review of our Narrative and Persuasive units. In class we
read ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ by Maurice Sendak. Students had fun identifying all of the different narrative

features. We noticed how the setting changed from page to page and speculated if Max was dreaming or if he really
did sail on a boat to an island full of ‘wild things’. We also discussed how the text made us feel. Some students felt
happy or excited when the ‘wild rumpus’ started, and others felt sad when Max wanted to go home. We also
reviewed some persuasive texts about our favourite seasons, and if homework should be banned. Students were
able to identify all kinds of persuasive devices such as rhetorical questions, modality language and personal
pronouns.
In Writing, the Year 3s had a great time completing some ‘free choice writing’. Students could choose any text type
they wanted, as long as they wrote a plan first. We then discussed how we can enhance our writing using images.
We talked about how colours represent different feelings, and how we can choose specific colours to use in our
drawings to make our writing even more interesting. Students decided that blue represents sadness and being cold,
and red represents love, hate, and heat. The Year 3s took this new understanding and used their ideas in their
drawings.
In Maths we have begun a new unit on division. Students have
used their understanding of arrays and multiplication to help
them share objects such as counters or blocks into equal groups.
We have discussed that the word ‘equal’ means ‘the same as’, and
that there is more than one symbol that represents division.
Students have been examining the inverse relationship between
multiplication and division, how each fact family of 3 numbers can
make 2 multiplication equations and 2 division equations and they
have started using the more advanced division algorithm with the
dividend inside the frame, the divisor to the left of the frame and
the quotient (answer) on top.
In Geography, students continue to learn the states, territories and capital cities of Australia and they will be
examining one state or territory of their choice more closely. We will start looking at the different climatic regions
within our vast continent and also some of the natural and human made landmarks.
The Year 3s have had a ball this week in Science! We have identified that magnets have a ‘north pole’ and a ‘south
pole’, and that like poles ‘repel’ and unlike poles attract. We also had fun making a paperclip float! Although some
students predicted that magic would be involved, we learnt that a combination of gravity, magnetic force and force
from a cotton string actually made the paperclip float. See if you can achieve this at home!

Year 4
Literacy
In Reading, we have delved into our Fantasy unit. We started this fortnight by creating ‘character action windows’.
We identified a character's actions and inferred how these reveal their traits. After reading more of our class text,
The Spiderwick Chronicles, we revised our understanding of thinking about reading and explaining how our thinking
changes throughout a text. This week we used evidence from the text to identify the theme and compare this to the
plot. We chose a character from Spiderwick, identified their mistakes and explained how this helped the character
develop and change. Finally, we began to recognise symbolism and why authors purposely place it within their texts
for the reader to interpret.
In Writing, students have completed the writing process by planning, drafting, editing, revising and publishing their
fantasy texts. They worked hard at developing a character that grew and changed throughout the story focusing on
the character's mistakes and strengths. We focused on starting our stories with a Sensational Story Starter, including
quotation marks for character dialogue and describing the characters in detail. Students used the acronyms of CUPS
and ARMS to assist them in editing and revising their texts before publishing their creative fantasy stories.
Numeracy
In Maths, we have been exploring division and transformations/symmetry. In division, students have been exploring
different strategies to resolve a range of problems. Students have enthusiastically taken on the challenge of
discerning what strategy is ‘efficient’ for different kinds of problems. They have been able to effectively translate
learning from their multiplication unit to contribute to their understanding of division.
The Grade 4s have been working on a new unit this week, involving transformations and symmetry. Students have
been learning about the different ways that objects can be transformed and how these can be identified and labelled
as reflections, translations or rotations. The learners have also enjoyed the classes dedicated to symmetry and
tessellation. One highlight has been the chance for them to create symmetrical versions of their name with coloured
paper.

Oral Presentations
In Science, students have been delivering their oral presentations. They have been working diligently on their
projects over the last few weeks, researching their chosen scientists and preparing how they could share this
information with their class. The students have done so well in delving through large amounts of information and
extracting the key elements to include in their presentations. It has been extremely impressive to see the final
product of all their work this week as students finally had the opportunity to get in front of the class and present.
We’ve really enjoyed seeing such a diverse range of exciting posters/presentations, in addition to some creative
costumes that really enhanced the experience!

Senior School
House Athletics Day
It was amazing to see the entire school attend House Athletics Day this year. We are extremely impressed with the
way our Senior School students acted as role models throughout the course of the event. They supported each
other, their houses and participated in various events with a smile on their face. A special mention to our house
captains who organised their houses and embraced the spirit setting up the house banners and leading the chants.
Winter Interschool Sports
Students have been training and developing their game sense for their respective sports over the past couple of
weeks. The sports for this term include soccer, AFL, netball and t-ball.
An event will be available shortly via Compass for parents/guardians to make payment and consent for the round
robin day. We also need some parent/guardian helpers on the day. If you are available on Friday 10th June and willing
to help coach teams on the day, please contact Mr. McDonald.

Year 5
The Year 5’s have finished their first ever NAPLAN and should be really proud of their efforts. We celebrated with a
game of capture the flag before the rain decided to put an end to that.
The 5/6 winter sports are well underway as the students practice their skills and gameplay for their selected sports.
We will be competing with other schools in the district later this term and information for this will be released in the
coming weeks.
We have begun a new Literacy unit delving into poetry. The students are learning how to analyse poems using SMILE
(Structure, Meaning, Imagery, Language and Effect) and it is interesting to hear their different perspectives about
poems. The Year 5’s have begun writing Kenning poems which they are very excited about publishing and displaying
in their classrooms.

As a class, we have been able to investigate the names of shapes, their properties and nets. The students were able
to be detectives in the classroom to classify various shapes they found around the room. After some great
discussions about these shapes and the idea of 2D vs 3D, we began to plan our Shape Cities. The students were
tasked with creating a city with their partners using 3D shapes. The students worked busily to create their designs
and then got underway to create the nets for their cities. With lots of perseverance and collaboration, the students
have made a fantastic start!
Our Year 5 cohort has some very exciting events coming up.
Please remember to give permission on Compass if you haven't already for the Melba Taster Day which will take
place next Monday 23rd May. The students will have the opportunity to try out some different secondary school
subjects and immerse themselves in the high school life.
We also begin our Super Speak program next Thursday 26th May. The students are getting excited about being able
to practise their public speaking skills.

Year Six
In Mathematics, students have been developing their skills in ‘Area’ and learning the various formulas to calculate
specific shapes such as rectangles, triangles, trapeziums, kites and even circles! Students have been involved in a
range of different activities, including problem solving activities where they needed to think of strategies to help find
answers. Some of these strategies included making a model, trial and error, drawing a diagram or constructing a
table. This week, students put together all their new knowledge and skills from the unit, put on their landscape
architect hats and designed a backyard with dimensions of 18 m x 12 m. It was fantastic to see students being
creative with their designs and using the ‘Area’ formulas to help them plan their backyards. Some students included
a range of different items including pools, tennis courts, basketball courts, fire pits, etc. Check out some of our
designs below.
In Writing, students have continued developing their skills in writing engaging persuasive texts. Students completed
their published copy of ‘Schools should have weekly excursions’. During our Open Afternoon on Thursday 26th May
(3:30-4:00pm) you will be able to visit your child’s classroom where you will have access to the Writer’s Wall.
Students will also have their Writer’s Notebook and Draft book on display, allowing parents/guardians to see the
writing process and the end product.
Students in Year Six will commence a new persuasive text shortly about a global issue such as single use plastics, junk
food advertising, shark nets, etc.
In Reading, students have been working on identifying and explaining persuasive techniques used to make an
audience side with the author. Students have been learning how to explain an author’s opinion using evidence,
quoting the text, and explaining author bias. They have been annotating and highlighting specific parts of texts,

demonstrating their skills.
We have commenced our new Humanities unit on Civics and Citizenship with a specific emphasis on Australian
Democracy. Students will be learning about the political system in Australia, the three levels of government and how
to vote.
Year Six Warrnambool Tour
We are delighted to announce that we have organised a three day / two night tour for our Year Six students. This
year we will be travelling to Warrnambool and visiting a range of exciting sites such as the Twelve Apostles and the
Flagstaff Hill Maritime Museum.
A Compass event with further details including costs and consent will be available in the near future. If you have any
questions about the tour, please contact Mr. Coffin.

2022 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS)
Ruskin Park Primary School is once again providing students in Years 3 – 6 an opportunity to take part in ICAS. These
assessments are designed to recognise excellence for high potential students. Assessments are available in Digital
Technologies, English, Mathematics, Science and Spelling. The assessments are conducted online at school. All
participating students will receive a general overview of their performance. If you would like your child to take part
in ICAS you will need to complete registration online by Friday 22nd July. Participation in ICAS is a parent choice and
not compulsory.
Access details for parent:
Parent Registration Link: https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps
School Access Code:

PQM872

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Austin
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