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Upcoming Dates
April
Sunday 24th
Monday 25th
Tuesday 26th

June
Senior Choir performing at RSL
ANZAC Day
Term 2 Commences

May
Wednesday 4th
Thursday 5th
Friday 6th
Tuesday 10th
Thursday 12th
Tuesday 17th
Friday 20th
Monday 23rd
Tuesday 24th
Thursday 26th
Monday 30th

Foundation 2023 Information Night
Mother’s Day Stall
House Athletics
NAPLAN Commences
Sushi Lunch
Subway Lunch
District Cross Country
Education Week
Year 1 Excursion
Super Speak Commences (Yr. 5)
Sushi Lunch

Wednesday 1st
Wednesday 1
Friday 3rd
Friday 10th
Monday 13th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th
Monday 20th
Monday 20th
Wednesday 22nd
Friday 24th
Friday 24th

Foundation Zoo Excursion
Year 2 Excursion
Curriculum Day
5/6 District Sports
Queen’s Birthday
Family Life Evening
Student Reports Available
P/T Interviews
Year 6 REACH Incursion
P/T Interviews
Subway Lunch
End of Term 2

Principal’s Report
Term 1 concluded with a busy fortnight. Interschool sport, an incursion, buddy activities, a colouring competition,
Easter raffle, free dress day, school council and school photos just some of the activities that have taken place. While
there are still a number of COVID protocols in place, it has been pleasing to see our regular Term 1 activities resume.
Family and Friends
A huge thank you to everyone involved in our Easter raffle. Our community was incredibly generous with so many
donations and also the selling and purchasing of tickets. The committee also did an amazing job creating 20 hampers.
In total the raffle raised $2271.
A Free Dress Day and Easter Colouring Competition were also held to raise funds for the Royal Children’s Hospital
Good Friday Appeal. These totals will be calculated today.
Congratulations to all students who entered this year’s colouring competition. The judges were impressed by the
effort and attention to detail demonstrated by students. Selecting winners was very difficult.
2022 Winners:
Foundation: Jordyn FT

Year 4: Georgie 4F

Year 1: Ada 1R

Year 5: Ayesha 5E

Year 2: Dominic 2O

Year 6: Brock 6C

Year 3: Mya 3K
School Council
Earlier this week we held the first meeting of our new school council. At this meeting, positions of responsibility were
allocated. Thank you to our 2022 office bearers, Stephen Levy (President), Kathryn MacDonald (Vice President),
Ravin Mehra (Treasurer) and Leanne Duca (Secretary).

At the meeting our 2021 Annual Report was endorsed. Our results continue to be strong when compared to Similar
School and State averages. This includes information gained from parent and staff surveys as well as attendance and
academic data. These results are testament to the hard work and dedication of staff, strong support from parents
and the effort and positive attitude demonstrated by our students. These results would not be possible without the
contribution of all stakeholders. My sincere thanks and appreciation to all.
We will make the 2021 Annual Report available to the wider community shortly.
Building Update
Our building program is progressing steadily.
Demolition of Block B is complete and the
underground work for our new building is well
advanced. Pouring of the concrete slab is scheduled
to commence towards the end of the school
holidays or very early in Term 2.
COVID Update
A sincere thank you to all members of our
community for your support and flexibility as we
navigated our first full term onsite in two years. There were challenges, where students and staff were required to
isolate, but overall we were able to come together and complete a hugely successful term. I have enormous pride as
I visit our classrooms and see the connection between students and staff and the positivity and determination that is
present every day as we all seek to maximise every learning opportunity.
I am hopeful there will be no need to interrupt your holidays with Compass updates. The latest advice is that we will
commence Term 2 with the same arrangements that are currently in place. This includes recommended twice weekly
rapid testing.
I hope all members of our community enjoy a well-deserved break and I look forward to seeing you all in a fortnight.
A reminder that Term 2 commences on Tuesday 26 April.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Wow… What a fabulous first term it has been in Foundation! The smiling faces and excitement in the classroom in
the mornings as the students arrive for school has been a delightful sight. Over the term we have seen every child
settle and adapt to school life and begin to flourish in this new setting. It was so special to be able to have our
Foundation parents visit their child’s classroom on Thursday after school. The students were so excited to choose the
work they are most proud of to display and had been working hard to show their learning and achievements.
Literacy
Reading has become extra exciting this week through the exploration of the text ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’. The
learning focus has been about retelling what is happening in the key events of the story. Students read, recited and
acted out the story over the week with great enthusiasm. It was great to go on a ‘real’ bear hunt as a group! We
splashed through water, squelched through mud, swished through grass, stumbled through a forest and got caught
in a snowstorm!

As the students become more adept at reading and master fundamental skills such as looking at the pictures,
tracking text and recognising some sight words, we move towards goal setting. We send these goals home to
support the home to school learning partnership. Teachers are currently in the process of sending individual student
reading goals home in reading logs. Please look out for your child’s reading goal and feel free to contact us if you are
unsure of what to practise when reading with your child.
In Writing, we have been exploring alliteration and students have shown their
creative sides as well as their excellent letter/sound knowledge. Students
have enjoyed making sentences using their name and the names of their
friends and siblings to form interesting and entertaining alliteration sentences.
We encourage you to keep this going at home, this can be a great game in the
car when travelling too!
Maths
Over the past fortnight we have explored measurement, in particular length, mass and capacity. We have learnt and
revised the language associated with measurement such as longer, shorter, lighter, heavier, full, empty and equal.
Students explored these concepts in hands on and real-world ways. The sand and water activities were the favourite
when investigating capacity. Students loved sorting longer and shorter pieces of material and making predictions
when weighing objects on the balance pans was a highlight too.

Show and Tell
Show and Tell has been a great success and we encourage families to keep using the
show and tell template. We have sent a new template that aligns with our science
focus ‘Living Things and Amazing Animals’ next term, so please look out for that!
Buddies
Our last Buddies session focused on what good friends do and the importance of
friendship and respect. Students worked together to create beautiful friendship keys
that will be displayed around the school to represent the students’ ideas and values
around friendship.
We wish you all safe and happy holidays and look forward to seeing everyone back again for an exciting Term 2!

Junior School
Year 1
Wow! It’s crazy that we are at the end of Term 1 already. It has been a fabulous term filled with many amazing
activities and lots of learning. Today we had our last assembly for Term 1; thank you to our Family and Friends
network for organising the Easter raffle - it was fantastic!
In Literacy, we have wrapped up our narrative unit. Students have been demonstrating persistence and
determination when focusing on their individual reading and writing goals. We have been focusing on the reading
comprehension strategy ‘Questioning’ and creating wonderings while we read. When reading with your child at
home, encourage them to think deeper about the text and create some wonderings of their own. We have also been
revising other reading comprehension strategies that we have covered this term such as Text to Self Connections and
Predictions. You may like to continue revising these as you read. Happy Reading!
In Maths we have continued to focus on time by reading
clocks to the hour and half hour. We are beginning to
integrate our understanding of time by recognising how often
we use the clock and how it directs our everyday activities. We
challenged our thinking by differentiating between things that
take a long time (eg: constructing a new building at school)
and a short time (eg: blinking).
We are also revising concepts taught earlier in the term such as place value,
months of the year, odd and even numbers, chance, days of the week, and
counting to 120. Students enjoyed challenging each other through games using
technology. If you’d like to keep practising time at home, here is a fabulous
game to keep you motivated.
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math/time/clock-splat-game/
We are coming to the end of our Science unit ‘Changes in Sky and Landscape’.
This week we have been creating some beautiful displays of the different
seasons using a range of materials. The students really enjoyed this craft
activity, as you can see from the photos below!
The students have absolutely loved learning about and exploring all the
wonderful things that history has to offer! We have covered various concepts

such as timelines, past and present transport, chores and toys, and families in the past. You may like to talk to your
child about your own family history and share family photos of yourself and grandparents at a similar age. What a
wonderful way to share your family history and rediscover family favourites!

Year 2
Wow! We can’t believe that is the end of Term 1! It has been an amazing term filled with wonderful learning
experiences and fantastic school community activities such as Harmony Day and Twilight Sports. We hope you have a
lovely and safe break. We look forward to seeing the smiling faces and growth mindsets back on Tuesday 26th of
April to begin Term 2.
Wellbeing
Last week we learnt about patience and the importance of waiting our turn. Each class had a discussion after being
presented with the question ‘When do we need to wait our turn?’. Students brainstormed and recorded ideas of
when they needed to wait their turn patiently. During the reflection, students discussed why it was important to wait
patiently and what might happen if they didn’t.
Literacy
We have had another fantastic week of writing narratives in Year 2! The students have been working on magical
stories where they have transported us to new and exciting lands at the top of the Magical Faraway Tree through
their writing. The description of what is happening in their stories and how the characters are feeling has been
amazing. It has been wonderful to see their ideas develop throughout the planning and writing stages.
This week has been an extremely exciting Easter themed writing week. We started by deciding whether the Easter
bunny should start delivering carrots instead of chocolate, went on to writing acrostic poems and finished with
creating wanted posters for an Easter bunny who was pinching easter eggs. It was egg-cellent!
In Reading, we have focussed on taking pride in our Readers’ Notebooks. The students were showing their
understanding of the reading strategies we have learnt throughout the term and remembering to explain their
thinking using clues from the text. For example we have been looking at predicting, using what can we see on the
page, what is in the writing that gives us clues about what could happen next?

This week we have also been learning about adverbs both in our writing and our reading. We have been learning
about how we add detail into our work and seeing if we can spot them in context.
Do you think you can add adverbs to these sentences?
·

The turtle walked _______ down the beach.

·

The girl patted the puppy ________.

·

The football player kicked the ball _______.

·

The bell rang ______ at the end of the day.

Numeracy
Last week we explored calendars. Students learnt how to locate specific information on a calendar, such as finding a
given date and identifying what day of the week it is. Students also learnt about interpreting a calendar and
answering specific questions based on the month of March. We discovered that our birthdays do not fall on the
same day of the week each year and participated in a discussion about why that might occur.
This week we learnt about patterns. We used concrete materials to make and record a range of increasing,
decreasing and repeating patterns. We discovered that patterns can be created using a range of things such as
numbers, colours and shapes! You might like to encourage your child to create some patterns at home.

Throughout the week, students continued to focus on their individual learning goals that have been developed
through assessment and individual conferencing with their teacher. The students demonstrated persistence,
determination and pride in their learning when practising their goals and eagerly wanted to show their skills and
knowledge gained.

Science
We had an amazing time concluding our Science unit that explored the Earth’s
resources, specifically focusing on water. Students had a wonderful time working
collaboratively to create their water tanks that they had previously designed.
After we created our amazing water tanks, we tested and reviewed the
effectiveness of them and reflected on what we could change if we built another
one to make it more effective.
Check out the photos below of the students engaged in the building process!

At Home
You might like to make your own rain water tank at home or you can create your very own rainbow by following the
experiment below!

Middle School
Year 3
The Year 3 students can’t believe how quickly the term has gone! We have covered so much in our classrooms and
the students have had a lot of fun along the way.
In Reading we have begun our unit on persuasive texts. We have worked hard to identify what goes into a persuasive
introduction, and how authors share their initial opinion with us. We have been looking at how authors introduce
their arguments and then support their ideas using examples. The Year 3 students have also begun to identify
persuasive devices. Over the last fortnight we have investigated strong modality words such as: never, always,
definitely and absolutely. We have also found examples of personal pronouns, rhetorical questions, and facts and
statistics.
In Writing the Year 3 students finished publishing their
narrative pieces. Students worked very hard to make sure
their writing followed the correct narrative structure,
including an interesting problem or adventure and a satisfying
resolution. Once students had finished publishing their
narratives they decorated their pieces with beautiful
drawings. The Year 3 students then began planning and
drafting our new persuasive writing pieces. Students were
given the topic of ‘Outdoor Play vs Indoor Play’, with very
heated discussions surrounding the topic! Students used their
‘OREO’ planners to help them organise their thinking and
determine their reasons to support their opinions. We have since been working on paragraphs to organise our drafts
and have been including different persuasive devices in each paragraph. Students have also enjoyed sharing their
persuasive writing in the Author’s Chair!
In Mathematics students have been examining the concept and language of Chance and Probability. Using language
such as impossible, certain, likely, unlikely and even chance, students have been determining the likelihood of
various events taking place. They have been carrying out chance experiments using dice, coins and coloured
spinners, and have been using a probability scale to order the likelihood of certain events. Students are working
towards identifying outcomes that may or may not be affected by prior events.
In Digitech students have been working hard to create a ‘Life at
Ruskin Park’ slideshow using Google Classroom. Students have
learned how to change the colour of the background, include
pictures and videos and increase or decrease font size.
Students have been exploring the idea of volunteering in Civics
and Citizenship and have been exploring the various places and
organisations where people can volunteer their time. Part of this
examination has been to discuss the benefits to the community of
these volunteer organisations as well as the benefits reaped by
the volunteers themselves.
The Year 3 students have had their last lesson of Biological
Science for the year! We had lots of fun playing a game of ‘Who Am I?’ in teams, using different animal features to
correctly guess the animal. We then used all the knowledge we have acquired throughout the term to group a range
of living and nonliving things into different groups that scientists would find useful. Students did really well to
identify groups such as: birds, mammals, insects, plants and a range of other categories.

There will be no formal homework set for the Year 3 students over the holidays. However, students are encouraged
to continue practising their times tables and number facts, as well as continuing their regular reading routines. We
hope you all have a fantastic holiday and we will see you in Term 2!

Year 4
Reading
In Reading, we have focused on using a variety of reading comprehension strategies, such as synthesising, visualising,
and making connections and inferences. We analysed the Australian National Anthem in depth, discussing the
history and definition of a variety of words. This allowed us to better understand the National Anthem and hopefully
has given us confidence to sing the anthem with pride.
Writing
As our unit of work on information reports came to an end, we
began to change our focus to planning, drafting, editing and
publishing our wellbeing stories. The stories followed our Wellbeing
unit on ‘Help-Seeking’ and how sometimes we can use strategies to
help us through a challenging time but other times we need to ask
for help. Students brainstormed different situations where we may
need to ask for help, who to ask and what strategies may assist
them. We were very eager to write the stories, as when completed
we read the stories to the Year 1 students. Due to this, students had
to create a challenge in their story that a Year 1 student would
encounter, use vocabulary specific to the age of their audience and
have an authentic author’s purpose. Students loved following the
writing process and particularly enjoyed becoming illustrators.
Maths
In Maths, we have been learning about 2-dimensional shapes and 3-dimensional objects. The students have been
studying the features of regular, irregular and composite shapes.
Students enjoyed creating pictures with a variety of regular and irregular shapes and were able to identify real life
representations of these shapes within the classroom. The students applied this knowledge to combined 2D shapes
to create a variety of tangrams.
They relished working in small groups to construct their own 3-dimensional objects with rolled paper and masking
tape. Once again, the students described the features of their object, including the 2-dimensional shapes that make
up its faces.

Science Incursion
At our Hands on Science Incursion we learnt so much. First we studied living and non-living things and sorted them
into groups. For our second activity we talked about pollination and we used small models of bees and turmeric
powder to make it look like our bees were pollinating. After that we made hot-houses and planted seeds in them.
Lastly, we talked about life-cycles and how they are made. We made some about a flower, a frog and a butterfly. I
personally rate this incursion 10/10!
By Nilaa
For our Year 4 Science Incursion, I was in a group with Blair and Robbie. Some of the activities we did included:
watering seeds (and seeing them grow over the days after the incursion), using bees made out of straws and pipe
cleaners and making them pollinate flowers. The pollen was curry powder and the flowers were plates with a flower
drawn on them. We also got to hold mealworms and arrange a life cycle of a frog. During the life cycle incursion, I
learnt about food chains, life cycles and MRS GREN. The R stands for reproduce. Overall, I had a great time and hope
everyone else loved it just as much as I did. Personally, I rate it a 10/10.
By Georgie

Senior School
Year 5
Summer Sports Gala Day
On Thursday 31st March, our Year Five and Six students participated in the Summer Round Sports Gala Day. Sports
included Kanga Cricket, Hot Shot Tennis, Softball and Volleyball.
It was a magnificent day out for all students as they all enjoyed competing against different schools in different
sports and trying their best. The students showed great sportsmanship and support towards their teammates and
opponents.
We would also like to thank our wonderful parent volunteers who helped organise and coach teams on the day.
Buddies Program
It has been an amazing and a very busy term, however we have thoroughly enjoyed watching our students grow and
develop their friendships with their Foundation buddies.
In the past fortnight our Senior School students have been involved in a range of activities with their buddies. They
undertook an activity focusing on ‘friendship’ and what it meant to be a good friend to someone. The students
brainstormed ideas together and then created a friendship key with their Foundation buddy, with a word
representing friendship on the key, e.g. caring. The Senior School students guided their Foundation buddies and
helped them colour in the keys.
We look forward to making many more memories with the Foundation students next term.
Year 5
The Year 5 students have had an amazing start to 2022 in Term 1. It’s great
to see how our classes have become strong learning communities as well as
the new friendships that have blossomed.
Our persuasive unit is in full swing and students have begun writing about
some big world issues such as reducing food waste, stopping racism, the use
of fossil fuels and cleaning up the ocean. Each student researched their issue
before planning and writing to persuade their target audience. It will be
great to read the finished products.
In Numeracy we have completed our Measurement unit on length and area, and we have been learning about
chance. The Year 5 students have been using dice, cards, spinners, counters and the game of Rock, Paper, Scissors to
calculate the chance of certain events occurring. We have compared the theoretical and experimental probability by
running simulations in the classroom and then writing these probabilities as fractions.
Last Thursday was the 5/6 Sports Gala Day at Montrose where the students competed with other schools in our
district. It was an awesome day where everyone could have fun, compete in some friendly competition and even
forge some new friendships. The Year 5 students said, “Sports day was awesome because we had so much fun
playing against people we had never played against before! It was spectacular!” and “Sports day was really fun and
competitive. We got to make new friends and I even played against my best friend!” Ayesha 5E and Milo 5T.

Year Six
In Mathematics, students have been busy learning about order of operations, with a specific focus on BIDMAS
(brackets, indices, division, multiplication, addition, subtraction). They were involved in a range of open ended
activities, demonstrating their skills and knowledge of the concept. One particular activity called the Four4’s Puzzle,
focused on students trying to find the numbers 1-100 using only four 4’s in the number sentence. They were able to
use any operations, indices and brackets as well. We were extremely impressed with their ability to adopt a Growth
Mindset and embrace the challenge, learning from
mistakes.
In addition to this, students have been continuing to
learn and refine their times tables skills. All students
have an individual times tables goal and are
encouraged to revise these frequently at home.
Students also commence the start of their Maths
lessons practising their times table, using whatever
means that helps them. We encourage students to
continue revising and practising times tables, even
once they’ve completed a goal.
In Literacy, we have concluded our unit on reading
and writing narratives. We were impressed with the
growth across the unit as students took more risks in their writing, using similes and metaphors, sensory language
and rich language to engage their audience.
Since completing the narratives unit, students have been immersed in our new unit on reading and writing
persuasive texts. We commenced the unit with a prior knowledge reflection, where students had to answer
questions about reading and writing persuasive texts, showing their prior knowledge on the unit.
In Reading, we carefully read and analysed a persuasive text example about ‘Onsite vs. Online learning’ and
identified the structure of a persuasive text, the language used and topic sentences. In Writing, we commenced the
building of our skills in the use of personal pronouns, emotive language and high modality words. We look forward to
developing our students skills in reading and writing persuasive texts early next term.
Thank You
The teachers in the Senior School would like to wish everyone a safe and relaxing holiday period. We thank everyone
for their ongoing support in what has been a tricky term. We look forward to working closely with you all in Term
Two.

Senior Choir
Ruskin Park Primary School Senior Choir has been offered the opportunity to perform at the Croydon ANZAC Day
Ceremony this year. The ceremony will be held at Croydon library, Civic Square on Sunday, 24th April. The service will
start at 3pm. The Senior Choir will be performing as a combined choir with Croydon Primary School Choir. They will
be performing two songs: In The Silence by Glyn Lehmann and I Am Australian. The ceremony is open to the public.
Feel free to come and support the Senior Choir on the day of the ceremony.
Lydia Lim

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Esther

Van

Parker

Ruby

Trysten

Chloe

Jennifer

Michael

Sarah

Austin

Owen

Rosy

Nathaniel

Brooklyn

Thomas

Sebastian

Noah

Yuanna

