25 March 2022

Upcoming Dates
March
Tuesday 29th
Thursday 31st

April
Year 4 Science Incursion
Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport

Sunday 24th
Monday 25th
Tuesday 26th

School Photo Day (No Assembly)
Easter Colouring Competition Due
Free Dress Day (Good Friday Appeal)
End of Term 1 (9am Assembly,
2:30pm dismissal)

May

April
Friday 1st
Monday 4th
Friday 8th
Friday 8th

Thursday 5th
Thursday 5th
Friday 6th
Tuesday 10th

Senior Choir performing at RSL
ANZAC Day
Term 2 Commences
Mother’s Day Stall
Sushi Lunch
House Athletics
NAPLAN Commences

Principal’s Report
Twilight Sports
This is always one of my favourite events. After the challenges we have all faced in recent years, it was special to be
able to come together as a community and share a fun and relaxed evening. There was great enthusiasm as students
rotated through the different activities, with the four way tug of war again proving a highlight. The special bond
between our Foundation students and their buddies was evident and our rock band did a wonderful job entertaining
the crowd.
Thank you to Mr McDonald for his leadership and to staff, students and parents for embracing the evening.

House Cross Country
Congratulations to all students who took part
in last week’s House Cross Country. Across the
school we encourage students to challenge
themselves and Cross Country provides
another opportunity for this. For some, it was
about improving their performance from
previous years while for others the goal was
to simply finish the course. Whatever the goal,
our students embraced the challenge and
should be proud of their efforts.
Thank you to all our parent helpers. We would
not have been able to run the event without
your support.
School Photos
A reminder that school photos are scheduled for Friday 1 April. Families will have received information detailing how
to place orders. Please contact the office if you require any assistance.
Royal Children’s Hospital Fundraising
On Friday 8 April we invite all Ruskin Park students to wear casual clothes in support of The Royal Children’s Hospital
Good Friday Appeal. The cost for wearing casual clothes is a gold coin donation. Families are welcome to donate
more if they would like. Please bring your donation to school on the day and hand it to your child’s classroom
teacher.
Siblings
It may seem early in the year, but we have started the process of planning for 2023. We continue to have high levels
of interest in our school and I expect demand to exceed the number of places we can offer.
If you have a sibling that will be commencing school in 2023, could I please ask you to visit the office and collect an
enrolment form.
End of Term
The term is passing quickly and there have been many highlights. I continue to be impressed with how settled our
students are and the learning that occurs in our classrooms is something we should all celebrate.
A reminder that Term 1 concludes at 2:30pm on Friday 8 April.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
We can’t believe it! Term 1 is nearly over and the Foundation students are really
showing us what being a school kid is all about. We are so proud of the effort
that each and every one of them is putting into their learning and already there
has been so much improvement in their skills and ability to perform and
complete different tasks.
It’s been a busy 2 weeks in Foundation with the Teddy Bears Picnic, Harmony Day
and Twilight Sports last night where there were massive smiles everywhere.
Photos to follow later!
Teddy Bears Picnic
The Teddy Bears picnic on Friday 11th March was such an amazing experience for
the Foundation students to share with their Year 5\6 buddies. The senior
students were such great role models and had set up a range of exciting activities
including sack races, a frisbee throw, egg and spoon races, tunnel ball and
parachute games for the Foundation students to have a go at. All students
encouraged each other and gave each activity a good go. They then all enjoyed a
picnic lunch together with their buddies and teddies.

Harmony Day
On Monday 21st March the students celebrated Harmony Day. Everyone looked fantastic in their splash of orange.
We explored a text titled ‘The Suitcase of Belonging’ that taught the students all about the different cultures of our
world and that each one had something interesting to share with their friends. It reminded us that everyone is
unique and good at something. The students then completed their own suitcase of belonging, drawing pictures of

their family, favourite foods, interests and hobbies. It showed us that we are all special and different in our own
ways.
Literacy
Reading has been something the students have been really enjoying and they are now developing their skills as an
independent reader. They are practising to keep their eyes locked on the text, point to the words, use the picture
clues and they are starting to use the sounds they know to sound out new words in the books they read. We have
also been busy developing our understanding on how to reflect on a range of texts that we read as a class. Students
have been drawing and writing some ideas about their favourite parts in texts and what they enjoyed. Learning and
identifying sight words is another aspect we have focused on in reading already, learning to identify the words a, I,
and, the, it, in, was and to.
We have now added g, o and u to the sounds that we have worked on specifically in class and did we have some fun
with those. This week the students had the opportunity to make an upside down cake to match in with our letter u
work. They really enjoyed making and tasting this cake but the best part was when we took it out of the tray for the
first time and tipped it upside down.
In Writing, we have been continuing to learn what good writer’s do including having a try, using finger spaces, adding
a full stop at the end of sentences, listening for sounds in words, etc. This week we all wrote about our experience
making the upside down cake. We recorded short sentences explaining what we had done, how we made it and
what it tasted like. All the students put so much effort into this writing piece and should be proud of themselves.

Maths
Last week in Maths we focused on 2D shapes. We learnt how to name and describe 2D shapes using their sides and
vertices. The students got to create their very own picture out of shapes.

This week we have been focusing on length and using the vocabulary of long, short, tall, taller and tallest. We spent
time searching our classrooms for things that were longer and shorter than our pencils. Students had the
opportunity to order lengths from smallest to tallest using strips of paper, unifix block towers and playdough.
Show and Tell
Show and Tell started this fortnight and the students have been so excited to join in this experience. We started with
a free choice item followed by them sharing their favourite toy. This is a valuable opportunity to help develop their
speaking and listening skills and students were able to collect information on their Show and Tell item to share with
their classmates.

Homework
Finally, congratulations to our families for all the work they are doing at home supporting their child’s learning by
regularly reading readers and practising sight words. It has been delightful to see our students excited to change
their reader each day and how proud they are when they have practised their sight words!

Junior School
Year 1
The 21st of March was Harmony Day. Harmony Day is where we celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity. In class, we
have been participating in a range of celebratory activities, meaningful discussions related to diversity and what
makes us unique. It was wonderful to see students in a splash of orange on Monday.
In Writing, we have been continuing to focus on narratives. We have been working on
taking pride in our work, demonstrating correctly formed, neat writing and focusing on
our individual writing goals. Students have been planning and writing one section of
their narrative each day to ensure they are creating interesting and detailed writing
pieces. The planner that students have been using includes the sections OOH interesting characters, AAH - descriptive setting, UHOH - exciting problem and PHEW fix the problem (solution). Students are beginning to produce interesting and engaging
narratives and have been publishing them using the Book Creator app.

In Reading we have been exploring and creating wonderings throughout a text.
Students have really enjoyed making wonderings about ‘Roy the Tale of the Singing
Zebra’. Students have been focusing on using the correct punctuation while
recording their wonderings and ensuring wonderings end with a question mark.
While reading at home, you might like to create some wonderings together. Happy
reading!
There has been a lot of singing and chanting in Maths
this week where we have practised the names of the
days of the week and the months of the year. We
have discussed how many days in a week and
important days to remember such as Thursday is icy pole day!
We have continued to consolidate our understanding of Place Value as we counted in
groups of 10 and used the ‘counting on’ strategy.
We are continuing our Science unit ‘Changes in Sky and Landscape.’ We have been
focusing on the occurrence of day and night, as well as the seasons. Students have
enjoyed creating a range of artwork to represent our seasons in Australia and the
changes in the sky focusing on different cloud formations.

Year 2
Thank you to all the families who came to participate in our amazing Twilight Sports event last night! It was
wonderful to see our school community come together to have a bit of fun and demonstrate wonderful
sportsmanship.
Wellbeing
This week we celebrated Harmony Day! On Monday, students and teachers both made and wore orange items to
show our support for cultural diversity and inclusivity in Australia. It was amazing to see a sea of orange across Year 2
and throughout our school! During our wellbeing lessons, students learnt about the importance of being inclusive
and accepting of all people. In this, students created their own wellbeing hearts, where students drew pictures of
activities or hobbies they enjoy, within their heart. Students also discussed and wrote about how they wanted their
classmates to describe them as individuals, as well as inclusive words and actions that we can use towards others in
our community!
Literacy
We have been consolidating our narrative stories throughout this week. Students have written exciting stories by
creating magical lands and developing their ideas by including a range of key events. They have included detailed
characters by considering their inside and outside character traits and thought about what they can see and hear
when they write their setting. We have also explored our environment for inspiration and added to our Writer’s
Notebook by drawing what we can see including diggers, construction sites and even grass that can talk! We have
extended our thinking by considering a range of verbs including action verbs, saying verbs and thinking
verbs.

Can you guess what types of verbs these might be?
shriek

scrub

think

decide

imagine

touch

smell

chat

In Reading, we have worked hard this week on understanding why we track our thinking in our Reader’s Notebook.
Some ideas that have been discussed include: 1. To understand what we read 2. To practice the reading strategies
and 3. To work on our reading goal to become better readers. Students have then chosen either a strategy or their
goal to work on during work time and celebrated this with their peers by sharing their entries.
A reminder that students read and change their take home
readers each morning and it is important that they have these at
school each day, even if they haven’t had a chance to read them
the night before, so that they can successfully engage in our
morning routine.
Numeracy
Last week we completed the first unit for this year focusing on
addition and subtraction strategies. Students eagerly
demonstrated their understanding of using the split strategy to solve two- and three-digit addition problems. We
then followed on with using number lines to accurately solve subtraction equations.
This week we began our unit on chance. The students have been discussing the likelihood of different events using
the language of impossible, unlikely, likely, and certain. They are showing fabulous determination when using this
understanding to describe how likely it is to pick coloured counters from different combinations. We were all very
excited to then explore chance and probability when picking colours of M&M’s. We encourage you to continue to
use this language when describing the possibility of different events happening at home.

Students are continuing to receive new number goals as they complete their previous goal and should be very proud
of their efforts. These goals are updated in their homework folders, and we encourage you to keep practising each
day at home.

Science
In Science, we have continued to learn about the importance of
water sustainability. We have discovered that a lot of living things
need fresh water to survive, so we explored the ways in which we
can save water to ensure the Earth never runs out. As a part of a
STEM project students have designed a rain water tank and
recorded the materials that they will need for their creation,
following certain criteria. The rain water tanks will be required to
include a 2L bottle and should be able to hold at least 100ml of
water. Students have had lots of fun creating detailed and
labelled diagrams of their water tanks and can’t wait to begin
building them next week! Check out the amazing water tank
design on the left.

What can you do at home?
As we have been learning about how to save water and about the water cycle, why not create your own rain at
home by completing the experiment below. This experiment will require adult supervision.

Middle School
Year 3
The Year 3 students have had a busy and productive fortnight and are really back in the swing of school life now. We
ended last week with everyone showing terrific team spirit in supporting their classmates in the Ruskin Park House
Cross Country. The weather was very kind to us, not too hot, not too cold and all students gave 100% and had a lot of
fun.
In Literacy, the Year 3 students have been revising and editing their narratives and are currently in the process of
publishing their work. Once published, their narratives will be displayed on the Writers’ Wall in their classroom.
Students have been including some amazing hooks to get readers interested, including terrifying clowns, mysterious
planets and being lost in a hidden cave. We look forward to displaying them for all to see.
In Year 3 Numeracy, we have started examining how to tell time on an analogue clock. We’ve been making our own
interactive clocks in class and are starting with half past and quarter past the hour and quarter to the hour. We are
working towards students being able to consistently tell time to the exact minute. Your assistance with students
practising telling time at home would be greatly appreciated.
In Science this week students became taxonomists, searching for and classifying animals. The Year 3 students went
outside and collected leaf litter from around the school. We then observed the animals we collected using a
magnifying glass. Students identified and named the animals, drew a diagram of the animal and tallied the number
of animals we collected. Students found living things such as ants, spiders and moths.

Year 4
In Reading and Writing, the Year Four students have been studying
information reports. They have explored the text features in non-fiction
texts of this nature e.g. diagrams, captions and glossaries. The students
have chosen a non-fiction topic of interest to write an information report
about. Their choices were between Egypt, the Titanic and Natural Disasters.
They have been practising organising given information into paragraphs
with relevant sub-headings, as well as re-writing these facts in their own
words and in full sentences. We have been identifying text specific technical
vocabulary, as well as adjectives and adverbs. The students have been
incorporating this language into their information report writing.
In Maths, we have been learning about perimeter, area, temperature and 2dimensional shapes. The Year Four students enjoyed the opportunity to be
creative and design robots to meet the given criteria e.g. a head with an
area of 20cm². We explored the application of degrees celsius for the
temperatures of different types of liquids and considered suitable types of

clothing to wear based on specific weather reports. The students have commenced a unit on 2-dimensional shapes.
They have been comparing the features of regular and irregular polygons. We have also investigated composite
shapes through the use of attribute blocks and tangrams.
Harmony Day
We have participated in a variety of conversations about Harmony Week. Students identified the significance of the
event and why it is important to be inclusive of all people every day. Year Four also came together to create and
display a quilt that celebrates everything that is unique and different about each of us. Students enjoyed this activity
as it allowed their creativity to flourish.

Library
Students have been enjoying going to the library and discovering new and exciting books. We have been practising
returning books into their correct place, using alphabetical order and the Dewey Decimal System for non-fiction
texts. Students have been motivated to borrow non-fiction texts for their book boxes to match our unit of work on
informative texts. Please encourage your child to bring their library bag so that they can borrow a book each week.

Senior School
Year 5
The Year 5 students have worked well measuring the perimeter and
area of rectangles both in and out of the classroom. They have
worked really hard creating their own zoos and calculating the area
and perimeter of the different enclosures.
We have just started our persuasive unit and have been looking into
the different techniques used to persuade audiences. The students
have begun writing their own persuasive pieces using the TEEL
structure. Each body paragraph should include a Topic sentence,
Evidence, Explanation and a Linking sentence.
It was Harmony Day on Monday and the students had lots of fun
exploring and discussing what Harmony Day means to them. We
celebrated the different cultures and languages that we experience
in our everyday lives.
The Teddy Bear Picnic with our Foundation Buddies was an amazing
experience. There were lots of fun games and activities, such as the
egg and spoon race, parachute, bean bag toss and many more. The
Year 5 students also read picture story books to their buddies while
enjoying their picnic lunch with their cuddly teddy bears.

Year 6
We are proud of how the Year 6 students have knuckled down over the last few weeks and are working hard on their
learning and personal goals. In the classroom, we are wrapping up our Reading and Writing units on narrative texts.
The students have created imaginative stories, following the writing process, and have published these on Google
Classroom for our Writers’ Walls. In Mathematics we are completing our Time unit and will begin our Patterns and
Algebra unit shortly. The My Numeracy portion of homework will be linked to this unit.
On Friday 11th March, our Year 5 and 6 students led the Teddy Bears’ picnic. They set up a range of activities
including sack races, a frisbee throw, the egg and spoon race, tunnel ball and parachute games. It was a delightful
experience where our senior students took on the opportunity to be role models and mentors for the Foundation
students. We are very proud of the manner in which they conducted themselves. The activities were followed by a
picnic lunch, joined by our teddies of course. This will definitely be one of the most memorable experiences of the
year for our students.
On Friday 18th March our students led the House Cross Country with pride and enthusiasm. It was wonderful to see
every single student participate, wear their house colours and lead the chants for the four houses; Banksia,
Candlebark, Waratah and Wattle.
Just a reminder that the Senior School Summer Gala Sports Day is on Thursday 31st April. The event is now live on
Compass. We ask that the $8.00 payment and permission is completed by Wednesday 30th April. Buses will be
leaving from Ruskin Park at 9.10am and returning by 3pm. Students are to bring their own snack, packed lunch, drink
bottle and hat, as well as any asthma medication.
Please see the below for each sports’ venue.
Softball- Montrose Recreation Reserve
Cricket- Montrose Recreation Reserve
Volleyball- Montrose Primary School

Hot Shots- Montrose Tennis Courts

Harmony Week
Our whole school ‘Sea of Hands’ display was a wonderful celebration of
inclusiveness. Students enjoyed decorating hands as a class to display at the
front of the school. Students and families enjoyed walking by and looking at the
hands as they made their way to class, looking at the colours, images and
words. We all enjoyed celebrating diversity within our classes, participating in a
range of activities and discussions. Listening to each other’s stories about their
cultural backgrounds and traditions made students engaged and wanting to find
out more.

Senior Choir
Ruskin Park Primary School Senior Choir has been offered the opportunity to perform at the Croydon ANZAC Day
Ceremony this year. The ceremony will be held at Croydon Library, Civic Square on Sunday 24th April. The service will
start at 3pm. The Senior Choir will be performing as a combined choir with the Croydon Primary School Choir. They
will be performing two songs: In The Silence by Glyn Lehmann and I Am Australian. The ceremony is open to the
public. Feel free to come and support the Senior Choir on the day of the ceremony.
Lydia Lim

Garden Club
Wow! It's Thursday just after lunch and I'm gazing in awe at what the children have achieved in Garden Club today.
There were children digging with trowels and hand held garden forks, shovels, spades and large garden forks. The
hose was slithering around our fruit trees like a serpent, and the watering cans were in constant demand. We now
have two more garden beds ready to plant next week, and are amazed that the seeds we planted last week are
already popping up!
There's no doubt about it; the garden clubbers are magical, with their green thumbs infusing life back into our arid
patch. Thanks guys!
Thank you Mia for helping and sharing your enthusiasm. I hope your passion rubs off onto some more parents who
may like to join us! Yes, it is rewarding, and definitely enjoyed by children and volunteers.
If you are interested, please contact Pauline at marigold3136@gmail.com or leave a message at the school office.
You will need a current Working With Children’s check and vaccinations.
Looking forward to seeing you in the veggie patch!
Pauline, Rachel, & Mia

Family and Friends Update
Icy Pole Days:
A very special thank you to Woolworths Chirnside Park who provided a
start up supply of icy poles to assist with our fundraising and their
ongoing support with our icy pole days.
Reminder: Icy poles are sold every Thursday for 50 cents until the end
of Term 1.
Easter Fundraiser:
•

•
•

•

We require donations of easter eggs, soft toys, easter books
and activities to make up the prizes for the Easter Raffle. Please
take items to the office by Thursday 31st March.
Raffle Tickets are $1 each, due on Wednesday 6th April.
Colouring competition - Please return your child's colouring
and $1 entry to the office or your child's classroom by Monday
4th April.
Free Dress Day will be held on Friday 8th April with a gold coin donation required.

Proceeds raised from the Colouring Competition and Free Dress Day will be going to the Royal Children's Good Friday
Appeal.

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Aiden

Ava

Joel

Elizabeth

Bridget

Layla

Ryder

Jayden

Elodie

Evan

Archie

William

Lara

Harvey

Sophie

