11 March 2022

Upcoming Dates
March
Monday 14th
Thursday 17th
Friday 18th
Monday 21st
Thursday 24th
Monday 28th

March
Labour Day
Sushi Lunch
House Cross Country
Harmony Day
Twilight Sports
Easter Colouring Competition Due

Tuesday 29th
Thursday 31st

Year 4 Science Incursion
Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport

April
Friday 1st
Friday 8th
Friday 8th

School Photo Day
Free Dress Day (Good Friday Appeal)
End of Term 1 (2:30pm dismissal)

Principal’s Report
Time flies. It’s hard to believe we are already into the second half of Term 1. While COVID has provided us with a few
hurdles (as I write this newsletter I am part way through isolation at home), it has been wonderful to see our
classrooms back to their productive best. Already this term we have welcomed back many of our clubs (for example
garden and coding clubs), tennis lessons, choir, parent / teacher interviews and incursions. Our Family and Friends
are up and running with icy pole sales proving a highlight. We have also seen the demolition of Block B and
preparation works for our new learning centre commence.
We have also announced and spent time reinforcing our new school values- Respect, Honesty, Persistence and
Resilience.
The final weeks of Term 1 also appear busy. In addition to the classroom program, students can look forward to
activities including Harmony Day, sushi lunch, House Cross Country, Twilight Sports, school photos, interschool sport,
incursions and Easter activities.
Twilight Sports
We look forward to seeing many of our families at our Twilight Sports on Thursday 24 March. This is a wonderful
event to have at the start of the year. Families are encouraged to arrive from 5pm for a picnic dinner with activities
to run from 5:30pm to 6:30pm. The evening will provide an opportunity to mingle with other families in a relaxed
and casual atmosphere. Mr McDonald has been busy preparing a number of activities that will run throughout the
evening. I am sure it will be a memorable event.
Further details will be sent via Compass shortly.
Labour Day- Monday 14 March
A reminder that Monday is a public holiday. We hope our families enjoy the long weekend. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday 15 March.
School Photos
School photos are scheduled for Friday 1 April. Families will have received information yesterday detailing how to
place orders. Please contact the office if you require any assistance.
COVID Update
Please continue to monitor Compass for COVID updates. Thank you again to our families for their ongoing support,
flexibility and proactive communication. We understand that members of our community have tested positive or
have been required to isolate which can be challenging. Please make contact if we can assist.

Baby News
I am pleased to share with our community that we have two staff members who will soon be extending their
families. Congratulations to Miss Doensen and Miss Budge and their partners on this exciting news.

Andrew Moore
Principal

Harmony Day- Monday 21 March
Harmony Day is a day to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, based on the successful integration of migrants into
our community. Australia is one of the most successful multicultural countries on earth and we should celebrate this
and work to maintain it. Harmony Day is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of
their cultural or linguistic background. Harmony Day aims to engage the Australian community, particularly young
people, in celebrating the cohesive and inclusive nature of Australia. It’s about community participation,
inclusiveness and respect—a time to reflect on where Australia has come from, while also recognising the traditional
owners of this land. Harmony Day provides an opportunity to celebrate and recognise the benefits and potential that
cultural diversity brings.
Harmony Week begins Monday 21st March and will be celebrated during the week at Ruskin Park. The celebration
begins on Monday as students are invited to wear a splash of orange to show their support; this could include hair
ties, bows, ribbons, socks, face masks etc. Orange signifies social communication and meaningful conversation, it
reflects freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. The celebration will continue throughout the week
as students participate within a variety of conversations and activities that support inclusiveness and respect. We will
also have a whole school display at the front of the office to display our ‘Sea of hands’ to recognise our participation
in the Harmony Week celebrations.
Nicole Cochrane

Foundation
Wow! We`re just over half way through our first term as Foundation students! The students are demonstrating so
many fabulous strategies that they are thinking about, discussing and implementing to help themselves with their
learning and playing. We are so proud of them. Not only have they been getting to know each other but also their
Year 5/6 buddies and at the end of this week we will have had the Teddy Bear’s picnic together. We are super
excited for this fun event. Photos to follow later!
Literacy
Our enthusiasm for reading is going from strength to strength. The students are feeling very proud of their new
reader bags and their little books. Reading a few minutes each night at home with them is supporting their love of
reading and practising their independent skills of finding the title, author/illustrator, discussing and gaining
information from the pictures, using their sounds and sight words, pointing to each word, retelling the story and
answering questions. It`s a lot to learn! Thank you for helping them.
We now have a number of letters that we have worked specifically on...s,a,t,p,i,n,e,r,m,d. Recognising these letters,
knowing the sounds they make, writing them and suggesting words that start with these letters is doing wonders for
their confidence. This is helping them to read and write.
This week we have… `Danced the Dinosaur Stomp` and `Made Marvellous Monkeys`!

In Writing, we are continuing to explore simple sentences. The students have been writing about things that they like
to do with their families and things that they have made or done in school. Check out these great examples. They are
trying to form their letters carefully and use some known sounds, finger spaces, sight words, capitals and full stops.
Awesome.

Maths
Over the last two weeks in Maths, we have begun working with data. By asking the students yes/no questions they
have been making choices and gathering information. We have worked hard to record the data in our own graphs
and data displays. Then we looked at and discussed what the information showed us. I think we all have loved
playing the yes/no games and our learning has been great fun. We tried to trick them with asking some questions
that didn`t have a yes/no answer…but they soon spotted them! Great focusing.

Junior School
Year 1
It has been a busy few weeks in Year 1 with lots of amazing learning happening. Thank you to the parents who
attended Parent Teacher Interviews, it was lovely to meet and chat with you all. If there are any questions or
concerns please feel free to email or Class Dojo your child’s classroom teacher.
In Literacy, we are focusing on reading and writing narratives. When writing, students are supported to develop their
ideas using their Writer’s Notebook and to use their ideas to guide their writing. Students have identified ‘interesting
settings’ using familiar places to help them such as a school, beach, or park. Students described what they could see,
hear, smell, touch and taste at school and other chosen settings. Once modelled, students worked independently to
develop their own setting to include in their narratives- focusing on the senses and the idea of ‘show not tell’ to build
a picture in the reader's mind. The strategy we have been using to support each element of a narrative structure is
‘Ooh’ (character), ‘Aah’ (setting) ‘Uh oh’ (problem) and ‘Phew’ (solution). This is a fun way for students to remember
the important parts of a narrative.

When reading, we are continuing to develop our independence as
readers and our roles within the Reader’s Workshop. We are building
our reading stamina by practising reading quietly and independently.
Students have continued to make predictions and are now predicting
throughout their reading using clues from the front cover, pictures,
text and their prior knowledge about a topic. When reading with your
child at home, ask them to make predictions before, during and after
reading their book. They can use their school readers or make
predictions with their favourite books at home.

Last week in Numeracy we explored ‘Probability’ and discussed events that are certain and impossible. Then we
moved on to events that ‘Will happen’, ‘Won’t happen’ and ‘Might happen’. Students were really creative in their
ideas suggesting ‘It won’t rain orange juice’, ‘We might get sick’ and ‘Pigs won’t fly’. We applied our learning to a
‘Real Life’ experience by predicting the likelihood of drawing out different coloured Smarties from a box. Continue to
discuss these ideas and why they will, won’t or might happen - student reasoning can be quite insightful.

This week we've been revising and building on our understanding of
place value. Students have been bundling icy-pole sticks and counting
by 10s. We are recognising when we use place value in real-life
situations and building on our fluency by playing games and using
equipment in our classrooms.

Year 2
We can’t believe we are over half way through Term 1! We are so pleased with how the students have settled into
classroom routines and lesson structures. Please don’t forget that next Monday the 14th of March is a public holiday,
students will return to school on Tuesday the 15th of March. Please enjoy a safe and relaxing long weekend.
Wellbeing
This week we have focused on our school value of Respect. Students considered what respect looks like by sharing
their ideas. Some ideas included:

Here are some ideas to chat about at home:

Literacy
In Writing, our focus has been planning and writing exciting narratives. Students have been working on developing
each component of a narrative in detail, such as characters, setting, problem, key events, and solution. They have
been including descriptive language and painting a picture in the mind of the reader using adjectives. We have also
been very excited to learn how to use the app “Book Creator” on the iPads, where they are able to read the story
aloud as the app types out the students' writing. Check out our amazing creations below!

In Reading, students have continued to explore the reading strategies: Visualising and Questioning. When visualising,
students worked collaboratively to highlight important words while reading “Arthur” and created images of what
they pictured in their minds. We are now focusing on asking thick and thin questions while we read to show a deeper
understanding of the books we are reading. They are looking at how “thin” questions will often have the answer in
the book whereas “thick” questions may require students to look beyond the text.

Before reading with your child as well as throughout the book, ask
them to think of thick or thin questions they have about their take
home readers.
As a reminder, the following points may be helpful:
The 3 Ps: Pause, Prompt & Praise
Pause: Give your child time to: Think of & try a suitable word; Identify
& self-correct errors in their reading.
Prompt: Provide suggestions on where to find help (picture, initial
sound, reread etc)
Praise: Any efforts and attempts made. Offer encouragement to try
again. Always be positive!
Remember: Reading should be ENJOYABLE!
Numeracy
Last week we explored measurement. Students enthusiastically participated in a range of activities focusing on
estimating, measuring and comparing the length of objects using various informal units. We explicitly concentrated
on accurately using the informal units to ensure our measurements were precise.

This week we began our unit on addition and subtraction. The students rose to the challenge of an open ended task
at the start of the week, demonstrating wonderful persistence and determination. We have been looking at a range
of mental and written strategies to solve addition equations and how to apply them efficiently.
Counting by 3s has been a huge focus for us so far this term. We have been looking at counting forwards and
backwards starting from zero and other various numbers. Students have done a wonderful job at building their
knowledge and skills when counting by 3s and should be very proud of their efforts. You will notice that students
have received new Maths goals for this week which we encourage you to keep practising each day at home.
Science
This week we have begun to explore the water cycle! Using our knowledge of natural resources and what happens
when rain hits different surfaces, students have explored the process of the water cycle. This has seen us learn big
words, such as evaporation, condensation, precipitation and collection! Students participated in hands-on activities
such as making a water cycle plate that details the water cycle process for everyone to learn. Students have also
begun to make a ‘How to save Water’ poster, using their knowledge of water saving tips to encourage others to save
water at home and school!

What can you do at home?
Your student has become very knowledgeable about how to save water at home! To further student learning,
students are encouraged to make their own rain water gauge at home! We can ask ourselves:
How much rain has been captured?
Where is our water being captured?
How are we using our water?
As the end of summer approaches and winter is on the horizon, let’s see how much rain we can capture in our
gauge!

Middle School
Year 3
More than half way through Term 1 already and the Year 3 students have
been working really well. We continue to focus on one of the new school
values of Honesty, Respect, Resilience and Persistence each week and
complete various activities that focus on one of those values. Recently we had
a lot of fun with the value of Persistence where we all tried to learn how to
juggle, (not as easy as it looks).
Humanities rotations continue and in Science students are looking at
categorising and grouping living things. In Digital Technology students are
learning how to use Google slides and create a slideshow that includes text
and pictures, while in Civics and Citizenship we are looking at the different
volunteer organisations people can be a part of to help their community.
Literacy
In Reading, the Year 3s have been exploring the different reading strategies we use to improve our reading, including
visualising, determining importance, synthesising information and inferring information that is not explicitly stated
from the clues in the text. We have also been focussing on picking out the descriptive language in a text and
examining how it helps our understanding and enjoyment of the text.
In Writing, the Year 3s have been working hard on how to plan an interesting narrative thoroughly and think the
story through before we start writing. Using the S.C.A.R.E model (Setting, Characters, Action, Resolution, Ending)
students have all been planning how to write interesting short narratives. We have also been looking at what makes

a good “hook” in a narrative, a beginning that gets the reader interested straight away and makes them want to
keep reading.
Maths
The Year 3 students have been working on addition and subtraction in Maths, looking at the different strategies used
to solve various addition and subtraction equations and the inverse relationship between the two operations. Nightly
practise of times tables and number facts remains a key component of the Maths program for all Year 3 students and
your encouragement and involvement at home is greatly appreciated.

Year 4
Literacy
In Reading, the Year Four students have been studying the text features of information reports, including
subheadings, captions, images and contents pages. We have also revised the comprehension strategies of making
inferences, visualisations, questions, prior knowledge and synthesising. Students have practised these
comprehension strategies in their Reader’s Notebooks in a variety of ways. They particularly enjoyed the
visualisation activity about the text ‘Big Brown Bear’s Cave’ by Yuval Zommer, as they used their senses to write their
visualisation rather than drawing a picture.
In Writing, students have been studying information reports. Together, we brainstormed all the wonderful things
related to Ruskin Park Primary School. The students have been busy writing their introductions and employing their
knowledge of ‘hooks’ to lure the reader in. Following on from this, they have begun to write their body paragraphs
beneath relevant sub-headings. Some of these included: subjects, teachers, specialists, history, facilities, special
days/activities and camps. The students are looking forward to publishing their completed work over the next few
weeks. Below is just a taste of what is to come.

By Hermione, 4F

Maths
In Mathematics, the students have been studying vertical subtraction with regrouping, as well as finding unknown
quantities in equations. They are learning the importance of setting out their work neatly to ensure that their
calculations are accurate. More recently, the students have been focusing on length, perimeter and area. They
learned how to accurately measure objects and distances using scaled instruments. These include 30cm rulers, metre
rulers, measuring tapes and trundle wheels. Some students exercised their problem solving skills and explored the
use of wool to help measure curved surfaces. They compared given measurements using the less than <, greater
than > and equal to symbols =. In addition to this, the students worked to calculate the perimeter (measurement
around the outside) and area (measurement of the space inside) of shapes.
Wellbeing
We have been revising the school values and discussing their definitions. So far we have discussed ‘Respect’ and that
respect is caring for someone’s feelings, wishes and rights. We watched a video and discussed how each character
was or was not showing respect. We have also discussed ‘Persistence’ and came up with a class definition that
persistence is continuing to do something even though it is difficult. Students were then presented with the
challenge to learn how to juggle. Students enjoyed this activity and actively displayed persistence, reflecting on
activities at school and home, where we need to demonstrate this value.

Homework
We have now completed our first round of homework and we were impressed by the quality and standard of
students' work. Students will have received their new homework for Week 6 which is due Tuesday 15th of March.
Here are a few reminders for your child:
* set your work out neatly, just like we practised at school
* complete your work in grey lead and coloured pencils (no pens or textas please)
* rule a margin on every page
* record a title for each activity, along with the date
* 4 x Spelling tasks to be completed per week
* 4 x Maths fluency tasks to be completed per week
* 3 x Choice activities to be completed per week
* only one verbal-type activity to be completed for Spelling and Maths each week
(parents to initial as evidence of this)
* 5 x Home reading (minimum of 10 minutes per night)

Senior School
Year Five
The Year 5 students have continued to work hard on their Place Value knowledge. The students have explored how
to write numbers in various forms such as expanded form and expanded notation.
They have continued to revise the strategies used when reading and exploring their thinking in their Reader’s
Notebook. The Year 5 students have also been working hard on their individual goals during independent reading
time.

Year Six
The Year 6 students have been working hard developing their skills in Number and Place Value. Students have been
involved in hands on activities learning about prime and composite numbers, square and triangular numbers and
index notation. All students have a specific times tables goal and they receive 5-10 minutes at the start of the
Mathematics lesson to practise and learn the times table in their preferred methods. We will continue to push the
automatic recall of times tables facts as this will develop students’ confidence in future units of work.
On Friday 25th February, Year 6 students were involved in the first Reach workshop. The session focused on Peer
Connections and encouraged students to think about how they treat each other and how we display empathy and
care towards one another. Our students were all respectful and participated in a positive manner. It was a wonderful
session and we look forward to the second Reach workshop in Term Two.
Homework
It has been great to see many students take on responsibility for their homework over the last two weeks. The
homework that is set is about developing routines and preparing students for secondary school. The learning tasks
complement what has been learnt in the classroom.
It has been amazing to see so many students practising their times tables and being prepared for Friday Times Tables
Challenge Day.
A friendly reminder that homework is handed out every Friday, and is due back on Thursday alongside the student
diaries, which need to be signed by a parent/carer.
5/6Sport
In Year 5/6 Sport, the students have continued to practise the sports that they will compete in on Thursday 31st
March. This whole day event involves Year 5 and 6 students participating in a specific sport against local schools in a
round robin format. Summer sports include Kanga Cricket, Hot Shot Tennis, Softball and Volleyball.
More information regarding this District Sports Day will come out soon via Compass.

World’s Greatest Shave
Amity from 4C is bravely taking part in the World’s Greatest Shave this year. She has lost a few
people she loved to cancer and wants to raise much needed awareness and funds. If anyone
would like to donate, they can do so by using this link or dropping funds at the office. Any support
is much appreciated.

https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?_ga=2.177980451.782739053.1646037
545-477060979.1645602382&RegistrationID=853266

These students have recently celebrated their birthday
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THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

• Please note, the Subway lunch planned for Friday 1st April has been postponed.

