25 February 2022

Upcoming Dates
February
Friday 25th
Monday 28th

March
Year 6 Incursion
Parent / Teacher Interviews

Thursday 24th
Tuesday 29th
Thursday 31st

Parent / Teacher Interviews
Labour Day
Sushi Lunch
House Cross Country (Yrs. 3 to 6)

April

Twilight Sports
Year 4 Science Incursion
Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport

March
Thursday 3rd
Monday 14th
Thursday 17th
Friday 18th

Friday 1st
Friday 1st
Monday 4th
Friday 8th

School Photos
Subway Lunch
School Council
Term 1 Ends- 2:30pm dismissal

Principal’s Report
At Assembly last Friday our wellbeing team and student leaders shared with the school our new values. Identifying
these values was a lengthy and thorough process, with parents, students and staff all able to provide input. Our new
values indicate a shared belief about what our community views as important and will be integral in our daily
interactions with each other.
I can confirm our updated school values are:
o
o
o
o

Respect
Honesty
Resilience
Persistence

A number of activities and displays are planned as we launch these new values.
Family and Friends
Thank you to all parents who expressed an interest in being part of our Family and Friends Network in 2022. The first
meeting was conducted last week and it was exciting to hear about the different activities being planned for our
students and wider community.
A sample of activities include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Regular Subway and Sushi Lunches
Free Dress Days
Icy Poles
Easter Raffle
Mother’s and Father’s Day Stalls
Special lunches. For example, Footy Day
The return of our Colour Run- 11 November

Congratulations and thank you to Deb Schubert for accepting the role of President.
Please continue to check Compass and newsletters for further updates.
Information Videos
A reminder the information videos created by teachers are now available for parents to view. Links were sent
through Compass earlier this week.

Annual Parent Permissions
If you haven’t already, please take a moment to complete our annual permissions. These include use of student
photographs and permission to attend local excursions. For example, walking excursions.
COVID Updates
Thank you again for your ongoing support and flexibility. Please continue to monitor Compass for regular COVID
updates. If at any stage you have questions please don’t hesitate to make contact.
Building Update
Demolition of Block B is complete and went as planned. It shouldn’t be too long until construction of our new leaning
centre begins. The now vacant space will soon be an engaging and modern learning facility with 12 new classrooms,
collaborative learning spaces, a specialist science centre, art rooms and food tech.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
We can’t believe that Week 4 is over already! Time flies when you’re having fun. We are so proud of all our amazing
superstars for settling into their new role as a big school kid and for taking on every challenge that school gives them.
At Ruskin Park Primary School, we love to encourage a growth mindset amongst our students. It’s really important
that we help support them to overcome any obstacles that they may have when learning something new or
developing a new skill. You will often hear our Foundation team say the motto “Don’t say I can’t, SAY I can’t YET!”.
Literacy
In Reading we have begun to look at the features of
various books and how we use them. This includes the
front and back cover, spine, title, where we start reading
and how we read the words (left to right). In our
independent work time, we have focused on practising our
reading and modelling what good readers do. This was
supported through a variety of simple and repetitive texts
to help build fluency, word recognition and most
importantly, a love of reading.
Students have focused on forming and sounding out the
letter T and P for their word work. To help support their
identification of letter sounds, students have been
engaging in scavenger hunt activities with the goal of finding objects and things that begin with the appropriate
starting sound. Students have enjoyed this new challenge and have persisted with their learning. Just look at our
perfect parrots!
In Writing, students have started to explore simple sentences. They have been writing about things that they can do
whilst also focusing on including capital letters and full stops. To help us with our writing, we have been working on
breaking up challenging words by using our letter sound knowledge so that we can record all the sounds that we can
hear.
Maths
Students have loved getting hands on with their maths learning over the past two weeks! We have continued our
focus of counting and students are enjoying the wide variety of learning experiences where they get to do this. They
have worked on identifying numbers quickly through a range of visual opportunities and are starting to recognise
numbers that come before and after. Encourage your child at home to practise their counting daily and in various
ways. You might like to help them count the trees as you walk to school or count all the red cars on your way home!
Outside Play
This week was the first time where the Foundation students got to experience recess and lunchtime in-line with the
whole school. We had a big chat as a cohort prior to implementing this, where we gave explicit instructions and
practised routines like listening for the music and lining up near our classrooms. This new introduction ran really
smoothly throughout the week, and it also established a great school day routine. The students thoroughly enjoyed
seeing their buddies, siblings, and other faces in our school community, and this was reciprocated by the rest of the
school being just as excited to see them!

Junior School
Year 1
Thank you to the parents who have already booked a Parent / Teacher interview. The
interviews are scheduled for Monday 28th of February from 3:45pm - 8pm and
Thursday 3rd of March from 3:45 - 5pm via Webex. If you haven’t already booked a
time, please do so via Compass or speak with your child’s teacher to arrange an
alternative time.
In Literacy, we are focusing on reading and writing narratives. When writing, students
are supported to develop their ideas using their Writer’s Notebook and to use their
ideas to guide their writing. Students have identified internal and external traits using
familiar characters from well known texts such as ‘The Gingerbread Man’ before
creating their own characters. Once modelled, students work independently to develop
their own characters to use in their narratives - again the focus is on inside and outside
traits.
When reading, we are continuing to develop our independence as readers and our roles within the Reader’s
Workshop. We are building our reading stamina by practising reading quietly and independently. Predictions have
been an explicit reading strategy that we have been focusing on. Students have enjoyed verbalising, recording and
sharing their predictions. Ask your child to make a prediction when reading at home. They can use their school
readers or predictions with their favourite books at home.
On Tuesday we celebrated ‘Twos Day’. The date is both a palindrome and an ambigram. This has only happened
once before in the year 1011 but after 22.02.2022 it will not happen again!
To celebrate this amazing day, students participated in activities that were centred around the number 2 and
creating their ‘Twos Day’ crowns. Check out some pictures below.

In Maths, students have enjoyed investigating and exploring measurement with a focus on length. They have been
developing their understanding using informal units of measurement such as unifix, icypole sticks, match sticks and
MAB blocks to measure familiar objects in and around the
classroom.
You can continue to build your child’s awareness of ‘Maths in
Everything!’ by incorporating the language of measurement into
everyday events such as asking who is the tallest in our family, who
is the smallest, how many shoes / toilet rolls / forks / spoons and so
on could we use to measure how tall we are? Estimate then check
your predictions. How many shoes does it take to get from the
couch to the television? And so on. Happy measuring. 😊

Year 2
On 22.02.2022, the Year 2s celebrated ‘Twos Day!’ Students had a wonderful time
participating in a range of Literacy and Numeracy activities that involved the number 2. It
was amazing to see the excitement and the effort from the students and we thank families
for embracing this day. We have included some photos from ‘Twos Day’ below, please
enjoy!

Wellbeing
We have been continuing to focus on our new school values in the classroom, this week in
particular we were focusing on persistence. Students have participated in various
discussions and activities that explored what persistence means, how to demonstrate
persistence and the importance of ‘The Power of Yet’. We were persistent when we took
on the task to catch small objects in cups without dropping any; it was a challenge but we
did an amazing job! Ask your child about how they can demonstrate persistence in
everyday activities at home.

Literacy
In Reading and Writing we have continued to focus on the structure of our workshop models and the importance of
student-teacher conferencing. Our students have been thinking about their strengths as readers and writers and
have started to develop reading and writing goals for areas of need. We have
begun to explore the reading comprehension strategies of ‘Activate and
Connect’ and ‘Predictions’. Students have enjoyed using rich mentor texts and
their own good fit books to create text to self, text to text and text to world
connections and detailed predictions using evidence from the text. Encourage
your child to make connections and predictions using their take home books.
You will have noticed that your child received a Homework Folder in their take
home reader bag this week. On the back of the Homework Folder there are
lots of fun activities that your child can do to practise their words at home, or
you can create your own! It is really important for your child to practise these
spelling words each day. Spelling words will be tested on Friday with new
words being sent home Monday.

Numeracy
The students have eagerly engaged in Numeracy games and activities that have consolidated their place value
understanding. We have been playing games such as three-digit number bingo focusing on hundreds, tens and ones.
This week we have begun to explore measurement, specifically length. Students were given the opportunity to
create their own measuring tape and used this to estimate and measure a range of different classroom objects.
This week we have sent home Homework Folders that include a counting pattern. Students are encouraged to
practise their counting patterns and/or number skills each night using either a suggested activity on the back of the
Homework folder, or you can create your own!
Science
We have continued to focus on natural resources for our Earth and Space Science unit. Students participated in
hands-on, shared experiences of what happens when rain falls on different surfaces.
Can you get your water detective hat on and find the different places where you would find water at home? You
might even like to draw a map and share it in class!

Why not make a rain cloud at home?
Fill a clear cup with water and top it with shaving cream.
Add a few drops of blue food dye. When the “cloud” gets too heavy the drops
fall through as rain.
Explain: when water droplets grow heavy in the sky, gravity pulls them down
from the clouds as rain

Middle School
Year 3
Literacy
This week in Reading the Year 3 students have begun learning about different reading strategies to help us
understand our texts more deeply. We worked hard to identify the main idea of the text ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’.
We then looked at using the main idea, or the most important information in a text to write a summary. We are
working towards looking at the strategy of synthesising information, i.e. combining our prior knowledge with new
information we read in a text to develop new understandings.
In Writing we have been developing our narrative writing skills. We have
looked at the structure of a narrative and how it has to have a clear
beginning, middle and end and how there needs to be some sort of a
problem and resolution to make the story interesting. We have been
coming up with interesting ‘hooks’ for our stories - ways to begin the
story that get the reader interested, and we have also been working a
lot on using descriptive language. We have covered how to come up
with interesting settings for our narratives and are currently looking at
ways to describe characters in more detail, looking at internal and
external character traits.

Students are getting back into the swing of Mathematics and we cannot stress enough how important regular
practise of times tables and number facts is for all areas of Maths. From a thorough look at Place Value and how to
partition or expand numbers we have moved onto rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000. Going forward
we will be looking at addition strategies, commutative properties in addition (e.g. 3+ 5 = 8…..5 + 3 = 8), leading onto
doubling, doubles plus 1, doubles plus 2 etc.
In Year 3 we have been completing regular Wellbeing sessions with a focus on the health and wellbeing of all
students. We completed an activity on gratitude, looking at all the things we had to be grateful for, (there were quite
a lot), and we are now focussing the wellbeing lessons examining each of the new school values. The first school
value lesson we completed was on Respect where we looked at how we show respect to each other, particularly at
school. This was accompanied by a terrific activity where we had to decide if certain scenarios showed respect or
not.
Homework will be commencing next week. For the first week however, to help students understand the
expectations and the correct way to set their homework out, it will be completed at school. Please encourage your
child to read regularly at home, preferably at least 4-5 times a week for a minimum of about 20 minutes. Consistency
with reading at this stage is the key to regular progress.

Year 4
The Year 4s have made an outstanding start to the new year. We are all working very hard and have quickly settled
back into school routines.
We have had a strong focus on Wellbeing over the last few weeks, discussing Growth Mindset, the Catastrophe Scale
and the Power of Yet. Students discussed the difference between a Growth and Fixed Mindset and enjoyed writing
their own statements to create a class display.

Literacy:
In Reading, we revised our understanding of the Reader’s Workshop and have
begun to deepen our comprehension of texts by using the reading strategies:
‘Summarising’, ‘Predicting’, ‘Determining Importance’ and ‘Connecting’. Students
learnt to identify the main parts of fiction and non-fiction text and make predictions
before, during and after reading, with evidence from the text. They also learnt to
make meaningful connections between texts they are currently reading, their own
experiences, other texts and the world.
In Writing, students have continued to work on their choice writing, developing
their understanding of the writing process by planning, drafting, editing, revising
and publishing their work. Students have been enjoying free choice writing and we
will soon begin our new literacy unit on Information Texts and Historical Reports. We cannot wait as we are really
enjoying becoming historians and researching the past.
Numeracy:
In Numeracy, we finished our unit on place value last week, with students developing a strong understanding of fivedigit numbers. Throughout the year we will continue to revise place value, especially focusing on renaming numbers
and rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. This week, we started our unit on addition, focusing on vertical
addition and adding larger numbers with internal zeros. Next week we will begin our unit of work on subtraction.
Homework:
On Tuesday the 1st of March students will receive their homework grid. Homework will consist of nightly reading,
multiplication and spelling practise, as well as the activity grid. Students need to complete 3 of the activities in the
grid in their Homework books. Students who submit their homework by the due date will receive 5 Dojo points.
Entries in their books should have a title, date and margin and Homework books that are neatly presented, will result
in another 5 Dojo points.

Senior School
Buddies
The Year Five and Six students have been busy at it again over the past two
weeks supporting their Foundation buddies transitioning into primary school.
Spending time with their Foundation buddies has been a weekly highlight.
On Friday 11th March we will have the Teddy Bears’ Picnic. This will be a fun
filled session where Year Five and Six students lead and support their
Foundation buddies through a range of picnic games such as egg and spoon
and sack races. This will be followed by a picnic lunch. The event promises to
be lots of fun! We remind our Senior School students to bring a teddy bear
and picnic blanket if possible.
5/6 Summer Sports
In Year 5/6 Sport, the students have begun to practise their Summer Sports
that they will compete in later this term against other schools as part of the
Summer Sports Round Robin day. The students have approached our
trainings sessions with a Growth Mindset and excitement as they learn new
skills and strategies with their teammates.

Digital Technology
Students in the Senior School have been developing their
understanding of interacting positively and safely online. They have
been focusing their studies on the 5P’s for a positive digital footprint
which include Permission, Positive, Protect, Profile and Privacy.
Students have reinforced their understanding and need to follow the
5P’s when interacting online whether in the classroom or at home.
They have been busily creating posters promoting safe and positive
use online and we look forward to sharing this upon completion.
Science
We have begun our Chemical Science unit and the Year Five and Six
students have been investigating the properties of different materials
and trying to identify them as either solid, liquid or gas. Through our
discussions and activities they have been further developing their
understandings in the Chemistry unit.

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Johnny

Hannah

Ester

Sebastian

Holy

Ollie

Scarlett

Toby

Adah

Owen

Ruth

Cade

Ryder

Audrey

Eleanor

Lily

Ella

Flynn

Elizabeth

Zac

Donnie

Roda

Byron

Simon

Amelia

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

