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Principal’s Report 
It was wonderful to visit each classroom last Monday and welcome our students back to school. The beginning of a 

new school year always brings great anticipation and excitement. For our returning students, it is a chance to share 

holiday experiences with friends and for our Foundation students it signifies the start of a new chapter in their 

education. It has been a positive start with students settling well into their new classes.  

COVID Updates 

We will seek to keep our families up to date with regular Compass posts. If at any stage you have a question please 

do not hesitate to make contact. Thank you again to all members of our community for your ongoing support and 

flexibility.    

Staffing for 2022 

Classroom Teachers: 

Foundation: Sue Dickinson, Ashleigh Doensen, Amy Rudge, Katrina Tozer 

Year 1: Jamie-Lee Campion, Rochelle Jinks, Jessica Rouda 

Year 2: Sam Cosham, Aimee Jones, Ella O’Loughlin, Nina Pratley 

Year 3: Brendan Alexander, Catherine Kelly, Liz O’Halloran 

Year 4: Caitlin Budge, Nicole Cochrane, Karl Fernando,  

Year 5: Emma Bednarz, Todd Bell 

Year 6: Ben Coffin, Molly Marshall 

Support Education/Tutor Program: Simone Barden, Sam Cutcliffe, Julie Donaldson, Amy Matthews 

Teaching and Learning Leader: Jennifer Clarke 

Specialist staff: 

Greg Brown (Japanese), Lydia Lim (Music), Carmen Wright (Art), Lachlan McDonald (Phys Ed) 

Education Support Staff: 

Carol Beach, Jane Burrows, Anne Campbell, Tracy Cant, Sharyn Carroll, Jo Charles, Tess Evenden, Melanie Horner 

Office/Administration: 

Andrew Moore (Principal), Shannon Young (Assistant Principal) Jennifer Humphris (Business Manager), Leonie Snart, 

Anna Hindson, Deb Brown, Vicki Rimmer 

Upcoming Dates 

February 
Friday 25th  

Monday 28th  

   

  

  
Year 6 Incursion 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

 

 
 

March 
Thursday 3rd   

Monday 14th    

Wednesday 16th 

Thursday 24th  

Thursday 31st 

 
Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Labour Day 

Year 5 Melba Excursion 

Twilight Sports 

Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 



 

 

Information Nights and Parent / Teacher Interviews 

As per last year, these will be recorded and made available for you to view online at a time convenient to you. 

Estimated release date is Monday 21 February. 

 

Parent / Teacher interviews will be online (WebEx) and are scheduled for Monday 28 February and Thursday 3 

March. They will be an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and hear about how they have settled into their new 

class. Bookings will again be through Compass and open at 2pm on Friday 18 February.  

Building Update 

Demolition of Block B is well and truly underway. While there is a touch of sadness, excitement is building ahead of 

the construction of our new leaning centre. Once complete, we will have 12 brand new classrooms and dedicated 

Art, Science and Food Tech facilities.  

I will keep our community updated as the works progress.  

School Council 

Earlier this week we commenced the process of forming our 2022 School Council. If you are interested in finding out 

more please check the news update on Compass. Alternatively feel free to make contact and I can discuss the 

process with you.  

I would like to express my sincere thanks to members of our 2021 School Council. Your efforts in a challenging year 

are greatly appreciated and valued.   

Sadly, we farewell two long standing members of School Council. Peter Mitchell and Cameron Read have both made 

excellent contributions to Ruskin Park over an extended period of time. They have influenced many aspects of the 

school, including policy development, financial management and our buildings and grounds. They have also been 

enthusiastic members of our community. We wish them well as their youngest children enter secondary school.   

Twilight Sports- new date 

Early in the year we usually conduct our Twilight Sports. This is a wonderful opportunity for the community to come 

together and enjoy a series of outdoor activities and a picnic dinner. We are keen for the event to run but have made 

the decision to schedule it for later in the term. The new date is Thursday 24 March. More details will be provided to 

families in the coming weeks.  

Privacy Reminder 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions 

or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.  

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, which is available on Compass.  

Best wishes for the year ahead.  

Andrew Moore  

Principal 

 

 
 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx


 

 

Foundation 
 

Hip Hip Hooray, in Foundation… we love every school day! A huge 

congratulations to all our new students and families for starting school with 

such happy, can do attitudes. We are all having a great time getting to know 

each other, playing and learning together and trying lots of new things.  

Students have enjoyed P.E. with Mr McDonald, listening for his whistle and 

playing running games. Brown Sensei taught students to count to 5 in Japanese 

and find Japan on the world map! Miss Lim played the ukulele and students 

joined in fun singing games. Mrs Wright had the students drawing in Art and we 

have even been to assembly! What an amazing start to school! 

Literacy 

We have been busy reading lots of books every day! We have been focusing on 

starting school texts and stories the students can relate to at the moment. Students 

have also been investigating the letter S and the sounds it makes. We made spotty S 

shapes and snakes to help us remember all we learned. Students have also been 

learning to hold a school pencil with correct pencil grip when drawing and writing.  

Maths 

Counting, counting, counting! Students have been enthusiastically counting forwards 

and backwards each day. Students have been exploring reading, writing and making 

numbers through using their bodies, drawing, writing, hands on materials and songs. 

Students have loved finding all the different ways we can make a number and all the 

places we can find numbers. We are counting and tracking the 100 days of school 

and can't wait for our big celebration later in the year.  

New Beginnings 

This term we will focus on topics about starting school, getting to know each other and social skills. So far, students 

have expressed how they feel about school and what they enjoy and find challenging about their school day. We 

have been learning to be resilient through stories, everyday experiences and role plays. We have loved watching 

Pete the Cat to help show us how to not worry about mistakes. You might enjoy watching this at home too. Here is 

the link: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=fj_z6zGQVyM . Many beautiful Pete the Cats were made this week! 
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Junior School 

Year 1 
 

Welcome to Year 1. It has been wonderful to see your smiling, enthusiastic faces 

every morning as you enter the classroom and begin our classroom routines. 

Students have been focussing on getting to know each other and their teachers, 

learning new classroom routines and applying their learning.   

Literacy 

In Literacy, we are focusing on establishing the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop 

Models. 

When writing, students are supported to develop their ideas using their Writer’s Notebook and to use these ideas to 

guide their writing. Each day has offered a new focus and students have been identifying things we love such as 

music, colours, animals, fruits, vegetables, games and so on. When reading, we are continuing to develop our 

independence as readers and our roles within the Reader’s Workshop. We are building our reading stamina by 

practising reading quietly and independently. Text to self connections have been an explicit reading strategy that we 

have been focusing on. Students have enjoyed verbalising, recording and sharing their text to self connections. Ask 

your child to create some text to self connections when reading at home. They can use their school readers or make 

connections with their favourite books at home.   

Numeracy 

In Maths, we have continued to focus on number. Students have been identifying the importance of counting by 

ones using familiar objects and made estimations about quantities before checking their thinking. You can support 

your child’s understanding of number by counting the number of steps it takes to get from one point to another, 

counting how many socks are in a drawer, how many spoons are on the table at dinner time or how many peas are 

on a plate! The opportunities are endless. 

 
Year 2 
The Year 2 students have made a fantastic start to the year. It was great to see their smiling 

faces and watch them reconnect with their friends. The students have been amazing at 

settling back into the routines of school life and showing a fabulous attitude towards their 

learning.  

Wellbeing 

We have begun the year focusing on one of our 

new school values - resilience. Students have discussed what this 

means and how they can act in their daily lives to demonstrate 

resilience. We have practiced never giving up and being willing to give 

challenging tasks a go. This week we were resilient when we took on 

the task to create a house of cards. We have also focused on being a 

good friend, what this looks, sounds and feels like and how we can use 

these skills at school.   

 

  



 

 

Literacy  

In reading and writing we have revised the structure of our lessons and students have identified the roles of both the 

teacher and of themselves. Together we have established our classroom's expectations for our learning. We are so 

proud of the way in which our readers engage in their reading lessons. They are calm and focused and are enjoying 

the opportunity to read.  

This week we have begun Take Home readers. 

Students are encouraged to read each night with a 

grown up and track their reading in their Take Home 

reading books. We know how valuable this time is 

and the benefits your child gets from this 

experience. Your child does not always have to be 

the reader to participate in reading. Reading activities could be: Reading with your child [either taking turns or 

together] or reading to your child, modelling expression and fluency.  

Also, there is great value in a child reading the same book on a number of occasions- it may be a favourite book or a 

book the child can read independently. Learning to read is not a race to tick off as many different books as possible. 

The following points may be helpful: 

The 3 Ps: Pause, Prompt & Praise 

Pause: Give your child time to: think of & try a suitable word;  identify & self-correct errors in their reading. 

Prompt: Provide suggestions on where to find help [picture, initial sound, reread etc) 

Praise:  Any efforts and attempts made. Offer encouragement to try again. Always be positive!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Remember: Reading should be ENJOYABLE! 

 



 

 

Numeracy  

We have begun the term by practising our skip counting, 

introducing counting by 3s. We played games such as Buzz to 

help us remember the pattern of miss a number, skip a number, 

say a number. It would be fantastic if you could continue 

practising these at home. Challenge your child to count forwards 

and backwards. They could even start at a new number. We have now transitioned to place 

value where we will investigate 3 digit numbers and beyond. Our students have loved playing 

Mastermind in the classroom and we invite you to continue this fun at home.  

Science 

Natural Resources is the topic for our Science unit this term. Students will explore Earth's natural resources and how 

we can look after our planet. We have identified different classroom objects and the natural resources they are 

made from. 

 

Can you guess what natural resources these are made from?  

 

 
  

 

  

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
What a fantastic start to the year! The Year 3s have settled in well to their new classrooms and their new routines. 

During class time we have been discussing how to be great learners, how to change from a fixed mindset to a growth 

mindset, and how we can be kind and respectful towards each other. This week we commenced our Humanities 

rotations. In Science the Year 3s are learning all about living and non-living things. In DigiTech students are learning 

how to be safe online. And in Civics and Citizenship we are learning about the different groups we are part of and the 

rights and responsibilities involved in being a good citizen.  

 



 

 

Literacy 

In Reading, the Year 3s have begun revising the Reader’s Workshop. We have filled our book boxes with a range of 

‘Just Right’ texts, including fiction and non-fiction books from our class libraries. We have made IPICK bookmarks to 

help us select appropriate texts, and have begun conferencing with teachers to set Reading goals. The Year 3s are 

beginning to use sticky notes during independent reading time to jot down any thoughts or ideas they have about 

their texts.  

In Writing we have identified what we like to write about, and the different purposes of writing. We have used 

images, such as animals, to inspire our imaginations in our Writer’s Notebook. Students described the animal’s 

appearance and the feelings they had about the animal. They also wrote phrases that will help to write a narrative in 

the coming weeks.  

Numeracy 

In Numeracy we have begun our unit on Place Value. Students have had a great time working with MAB blocks to 

write numbers in a range of different ways. We have learnt all about writing numbers in standard form, base ten 

form, worded form and expanded form. Students will then begin to place numbers on a number line, with the aim of 

ordering and representing numbers to 10,000.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 
Our Year 4 students have made an excellent start to the year! They are enthusiastic to learn and have quickly settled 

into the routines of the classroom. After such a positive start, we are sure that 2022 is going to be a great year at 

Ruskin. 

Literacy 

Students have started conferring with their teachers individually, setting goals for independent work time. At home, 

you can ask your child about their reading and writing goals and discuss how they are working towards achieving 

them! 

Students will start bringing home books to be read each night, with more formal homework starting in the coming 

weeks. We ask that you please assist your child to record the text they have read in their school diary. Their diary 

needs to be returned to school every day to be signed by the teacher. 

Numeracy 

In Maths, Year 4 students have started learning about place value. Students are learning to explore different ways to 

represent and manipulate large numbers. The students are enjoying exploring place value through open ended 

Maths, applying problem solving strategies and playing games which develop their understanding. 



 

 

Senior School  
 
A warm welcome to the Senior School for 2022. It has been wonderful to see our Year Five and Six students settle in 

confidently over the first couple of weeks of term.  

We have been impressed with the Senior School students’ positive and energetic approach to learning. Students are 

consistently demonstrating a Growth Mindset and approaching learning tasks with enthusiasm. Well done! 

We look forward to an action packed year in the Senior School and we are excited for various activities this term 

including the Buddies Teddy Bear Picnic, Summer Sports Round Robin day, Twilight Sports and much more.  

Growth Mindset 

In the Senior School we are maintaining a specific focus on the Growth Mindset of learners and the characteristics 

associated with this. We are extremely pleased to see many of our students in the Senior School adopting a Growth 

Mindset already. 

Some traits of a learner with a Growth Mindset include: embracing a challenge, displaying persistence, learning from 

mistakes, taking risks in their learning, taking on board peer/teacher feedback and always striving to improve. 

We ask you to reinforce this message at home and to support your child to use a Growth Mindset and approach 

learning with a willingness to take risks and embrace challenges. 

Buddies 

Our excited Year Five and Six students have had the opportunity to meet with their Foundation buddies a couple of 

times already this term. Students enjoyed meeting their buddies and handing over their buddy bags and having lunch 

outside. 

We are looking forward to working with the Foundation students this year and developing friendly, supportive 

relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Six – Mathematics  

In Year Six the students have been busily developing their skills in the four processes and applying their strategies to 

solve a range of open ended questions. Students have used a Growth Mindset to persist with these tasks and have 

shown an ability to learn from mistakes and embrace a challenge.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Five – Mathematics 

In Year Five the students created a ‘Figure Me Out’ poster. They came up with maths problems for students to solve, 

where the answer is information about them, such as their height or the number of siblings they have, etc. Feel free 

to try and figure out who these two Year 5 students are. 

OSHC News 

Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to our new families and children.  We look forward to working with 

you all in 2022. 

Drop off and Pick at OSHC 

Thank you for your cooperation in dropping off and picking up your children at the back door of the OSHC room.  

Whilst the building works are in progress, we will use this door as our entry. 
 

To help ensure everyone’s safety we will continue with an external drop off and pick up routine.  We ask that you 

farewell and greet your children outside the entry door and do not enter the OSHC room.  An educator will sign your 

children in and out of the program. 
 

Please observe physical distancing and do not congregate outside the entry door. 

Sun Smart 

Ruskin Park OSHC supports a “Sun Smart” Policy. This means from mid-August to the end of April, children and 

educators are required to wear when outdoors, a broad brimmed or legionnaire style hat, a shirt with sleeves and 

collar and an SPF 50+ broad-spectrum sunscreen.  
 

We provide Coles Brand 50+ sunscreen. If your child is allergic to this brand or you would like to supply your own, 

please let program educators know. 

To avoid school hats being left at OSHC you may like to supply a spare broad brimmed hat from home to leave at 

OSHC for your child to wear when outdoors. 

 



 

 

Cancellations 

If your child/children will not be attending OSHC it is very important that you contact the program. 
 

Please notify the program of cancellations by the following times. 
 

Before School Care – 12 noon the day before care is required. If your child/children become unwell overnight, please 

inform the program as soon as possible in the morning. 
 

After School Care – 12 noon on the day care is required. 
 

Cancellations can be made via My Family Lounge Casual Booking app, email, text message or call to the OSHC mobile 
phone.  
 

OSHC email: aftersch@ruskinparkps.vic.edu.au 
 

OSHC Mobile: 0439 345 134 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Guinea Pigs Snowball and Toffee are enjoying lots of cuddles! 
 

Garden Club 2022 

Hello!  It's been a while, but we're still here! Ruskin Park Primary School Garden Club is a lunchtime club which runs 

once a week, Thursdays, for any students who are interested.  It is run by parent volunteers, and focuses on creating 

friendships and sharing skills, whilst working in the veggie patch. 

My name is Pauline Lane, and I have been coordinating the Garden Club since 2013.  I am also the Gardener at RPPS 

and an OSHC educator.  My children USED to come to RPPS, but my youngest is now in Year 8, so I am hoping to 

hand over the Garden Club trowel to a current parent who is interested in growing the Garden Club whilst their 

children attend RPPS.  Rachel Kearney (also a long time Garden Clubber) has offered her continued support, although 

her children too have graduated!  Thank you to Anna, Sarah and Dushy for their support over the past few years, and 

I hope to see them back at some time. 

It is a beneficial program for the students and the school, where sustainability, organic produce, digging, weeding, 

propagation, watering, composting, fruit, veggies, insects, respect for our natural environment, teamwork, tool 

safety, friendships and sharing knowledge all come together in a wonderful relaxed space.  We are planting part of 

the garden with bush tucker and Edible Forest Garden plants, with the idea that it is easier to maintain than annual 

plantings. In the past we have worked with the OSHC program and class teachers to facilitate composting and 

National Tree Planting Day, which hopefully will be able to re-start this year.  

We are hoping that 2022 will see the veggie patch thrive, but it's going to need a LOT of love due to the ‘dry patch’ 

over the past couple of years.  I am asking you if you have the time and desire to help out, a current Working With 

Children Check and are fully vaccinated, to contact me at marigold3136@gmail.com so we can ensure the garden 

club can continue growing. 

 

mailto:aftersch@ruskinparkps.vic.edu.au
mailto:marigold3136@gmail.com


 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Clara Moses Evelyn Ayesha Jame Seth Georgia Angus Ryan 

Heath Devki Anna Zan Lillian Oliver Koda Chris Thomas 

Jack Alfie Amelia Jasper Riana Joshua Lucas Jake Brock 

Elise Joshua Blake Charlie Tora Judi David Samuel Chloe 

James Liam Henry Sophia Ali Levi Tamara Ashvik Ted 

Emily Abigail Lachie Zayden Oliver Nilaa Nathan Tex Marley 

Joseph Jacelle Victoria Biak Si Phu Ra Rylee Kate Chloe Felix 

Lal Archie        

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  


