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Principal’s Report 

It has been a particularly busy few weeks as we try and 

combine rich learning opportunities and memorable 

experiences for our students. While some opportunities may 

have been missed through the course of this year, recent weeks 

and changes to restrictions have enabled our students to 

engage in a wide range of special activities. There will be more 

detail in later sections of this newsletter, but activities have 

included a camp and sleepover, excursions, incursions, buddy 

activities, casual clothes days and of course, our Christmas 

concert.  

Next week will provide further highlights with graduation and class parties.  

A sincere thank you to staff for making these opportunities possible and to parents and students for your ongoing 
support.  

Staffing / Planning for 2022 

Planning for 2022 is well advanced. Students have attended two transition sessions and there is a sense of 

excitement about the year ahead. Teachers have spent a significant amount of time carefully planning classes. This is 

a complex process with consideration given to a variety of factors, including academic and social balance. Teachers 

are well placed to make these decisions as they see the interactions and learning of each student every day.  

Our school structure for 2022 will be: 

Foundation: 4 Classes    Year 4: 3 Classes 

Year One: 3 Classes    Year 5: 2 Classes 

Year 2: 4 Classes    Year 6: 2 Classes 

Year 3: 3 Classes   

 

Sadly, we farewell Helen Edwards and Kate Holly at the end of this year. Both Kate and Helen have demonstrated 

great commitment and worked hard to provide the best possible learning opportunities for students in their class. 

They are passionate educators and I sincerely thank them for the contribution they have made to Ruskin Park. 

I can also confirm a change in role for Jennifer Clarke. In recent years, Jennifer has combined a classroom teaching 

role and leadership of our literacy program. Next year, she will not have an allocated class. Her role at Ruskin Park 

will be as a full time teaching and learning coach. This is an exciting new role for Jennifer and our school.  

Upcoming Dates 

December 
Friday 10th 

Monday 13th   

Monday 13th  

Monday 13th  

Wednesday 15th  

  
Year 4 Excursion 

Year 6 Graduation 

Moving up Day 

Reports Live on Compass 

Foundation Graduation 

 

December 
Thursday 16th   

Friday 17th   

January 
Monday 31st  

 
Class Party Day 

End of Term 4: 1-30pm Dismissal 

 
Term 1 Commences 



 

 

Kizzy Davies will be taking 12 months leave from Ruskin Park to explore some personal projects. I thank Kizzy for the 

wonderful contribution she has made in recent years to our school. In 2022, we welcome Lydia Lim to Ruskin Park to 

teach Music. Lydia is currently teaching Music in the inner east and is looking forward to joining our community.  

Next year we will also welcome three new classroom teachers to our school. Karl Fernando, Sam Cosham and Jessica 

Rouda will be wonderful additions, bringing a wide range of experiences and interests. In exciting news, Mr Bell will 

also be returning to Ruskin Park after a period of extended leave. Todd has spent the past couple of years teaching at 

an International school in Romania.  

Transitions 

Earlier this week we conducted our second whole school transition session. This was another opportunity for 

students to spend some time in their 2022 year level, hopefully building excitement and easing any nerves.  

Students will find out their 2022 class and teacher on Monday 13 December. 

Holiday Program 

Due to demolition works being conducted at the school in January, Team Kids will not be able to run their usual 

holiday program. They will resume normal operation in April.  

Final Day of Term 4 

A reminder that students finish at 1:30pm on Friday 17 December. We will have an early lunch on this day so please 

send your child to school with a packed lunch box.  

One more week to go. Thank you again for your wonderful support throughout this year.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Foundation 

The Foundation students have had an exciting week preparing for the 

Christmas concert, making reindeer antlers for the occasion. We are so proud 

of the effort they put in when singing Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer.  

Literacy 

Literacy has been fun as we have been busy little 

elves preparing our Graduation speeches, 

writing Santa letters and making cards. It has been delightful to see the children's 

progression in their writing this term. Students have been exploring their character 

strengths and decided on the five character strengths that best suit them. They drew a 

beautiful self portrait and added their character strengths such as I am kind, playful, 

brave, helpful, etc. As the students are developing more independence in preparation 

for transitioning into Year 1, they have been provided with opportunities to select, 

read and reflect on a wider variety of texts such as poems, picture story books, chapter 

books and comics. 

Maths 

Students have enjoyed using number lines, calculators and counting on strategies to solve subtraction sums. We 

have also been learning how to collect data, revise it and graph and analyse it by answering questions.  



 

 

Foundation Graduation 

We look forward to the Foundation Graduation on Wednesday 15 December at 12pm in the gym. Students have 

been preparing special items for this wonderful event. Foundation Graduation is always a bittersweet moment for 

the teachers as we are so proud of all the children’s achievements and how far they have come, but it is also hard for 

us to say goodbye. We sincerely wish them all the best for their learning journey in Year 1, we know they are in 

excellent hands.  

Junior School 

Year 1 

Well done to the Year 1 students who sang beautifully at 

our Christmas concert this week, we are so proud of 

you!  

We cannot believe it is almost the end of 2021. Thank 

you again for your support and dedication throughout 

the year; it was certainly a rollercoaster. The Year 1 

teachers wish all families a fantastic Christmas and a safe holiday. 

Literacy  

In Literacy, we are coming to the end of our Transactional text unit. The students have 

enjoyed creating friendly letters to a variety of recipients, following the correct 

structure. We have explored various texts during our Reader’s Workshop that include 

transactional writing. Students have used these texts and their own ‘Just Right’ books 

to practise their individual reading goal and comprehension skills. As a part of our 

Christmas fun, students were given the opportunity to turn themselves into an elf. 

Check out some of the ELF-TASTIC pictures below! You might see our creative elf 

writing on display outside the Year 1 area.  

Maths  

This week we started to revise some of the concepts taught earlier in the year and whilst on remote learning. The 

main focus of our learning has been place value but we have also integrated chance, addition and subtraction, and 

identified opportunities to use our learning in the real world to build and extend our learning authenticity.  Students 

played games like BattleShip, Race to 50 or 100 and Wipe Out, many of which can be played at home. Students have 

also been practising expanded notation and identifying numbers that are higher and lower using the appropriate 

vocabulary. 

 

 

  

 

 

Science  

In Science, we are approaching the final lessons in our ‘Light and Sound’ unit. The students loved discovering how 

sound is created through vibrations and explored this through a variety of different ways with various materials. 



 

 

Students eagerly engaged in an activity where they were able to make their very own cup phones and discussed in 

detail the magic behind the person being able to hear them on the other end!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

We are wrapping up our ‘Connections to Place’ Geography unit this week. We read a story about a family who took a 

trip around Australia and mapped the journey on our own map of Australia. We identified and discussed how the 

family made some wonderful memories as they travelled and established connections with places (good and bad) 

through various experiences at each location. The students then explored their own connections to places by sharing  

experiences and memories from previous holidays they have been on.  

Year 2 
 
What a fantastic way to start our week with a Science Incursion. The students enjoyed hands-on activities, such as 

racing cars down a board with different types of materials, trialling different wheels and popping the lids off test 

tubes. We had to use a Growth Mindset when trying new experiments as it didn’t always work the first time, but 

with persistence and determination everyone was successful. The students engaged in lots of discussion about forces 

and identified push and pull motions within different experiments. 

   

 

 

 

  



 

 

The Year 2 students were very excited about our sleepover. Although the weather wasn’t in our favour in the 

beginning, we were able to go outside for some games, such as tunnel ball and ship, shark, shore. The students 

enjoyed having a special treat (icy-pole) and watching the movie Elf as we snuggled into bed. For our Friday Fun Day, 

we enjoyed some craft activities making different Christmas decorations using felt and the students loved coding on 

the computers. We finished the day by watching a movie as students were very tired after their very exciting 

overnight adventure. 

 

 

Literacy 

In Literacy, we finished our Multi-Genre unit by focussing on determining importance in nonfiction texts and 

explaining what the text was mostly about. Students then gathered facts about a topic and wrote an information 

report using subheadings and facts.  This week, the Year 2s have revised comprehension strategies by exploring 

some Christmas books. They have practised inferring by using texts clues and their prior knowledge along with 

making predictions about texts before and during reading. In Writing, they spent time creating ideas in their Writer’s 

Notebook and have then used this to draft a piece of their choice, which they will be publishing in Google Docs. 

 

Maths 

In Maths, we have revised place value, addition and subtraction. Students were shown the jump strategy to help 

them solve subtraction problems. For example, they rolled a dice 3 times to make a number. They then repeated this 

process, so that they had two sets of two digit numbers, putting the biggest number first. eg. 560-231. Next they 

used the jump strategy and a number line to work out their subtraction problems, jumping back by 100s, 10s, then 

ones instead of writing every number on a number line. We revised two digit addition and subtraction with and 

without regrouping. Students are now looking at investigating number patterns and missing numbers in equations, 

using their knowledge to decide whether equations are equivalent or non-equivalent.  

 

 



 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 
Camp 

We had an absolutely amazing time on our first school camp to 

Phillip Island! The Year 3 students were so excited on 

Wednesday morning to leave on the two hour bus ride. When 

we arrived the students got straight into the activities, which 

included a giant swing, flying fox, pedal racers and the pinnacle 

climbing wall. Every student had a fantastic attitude and gave 

every activity a go, with most even going to the very top of the 

giant swing! 

 

In the evening the students put on an impromptu talent show. We had so 

many brilliant acts including solo and group singers, dancers and even stand 

up comedy! Ms Young and Mrs Charles made cameo appearances in the 

dance category, with Ms Young showing her talents in the Chicken Dance! 

The Year 3s then roasted some marshmallows around a campfire before 

watching a movie. 

 

The students were up bright and early on Thursday morning. We had fun completing more activities including a 

photo scavenger hunt, navigating the low ropes course and playing games on the oval. We then left for home and 

ate a packed lunch by the Phillip Island bridge, while trying to save our sandwiches from seagulls.  

 

The Year 3 students had a blast on their first camp and did a great job representing Ruskin Park Primary School out in 

the community. Although we did so many amazing activities, when asked what the highlight of the trip was, many 

students said it was simply being in their cabins with their friends that made it so special.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

In Literacy this week, the Year 3 students have been learning all about narrative performances. In Reading, students 

were all given a script to read over and perform in a small group. They have been doing a great job improving their 

expression, body language, projecting their voices and making eye contact with the audience. Some of the characters 

we have seen include a group of barnyard animals, Hansel and Gretel, a radio crew and a family. In Writing, students 

have continued to create their own narrative performances. Students have edited and revised their drafts and are 

now onto publishing their work. They will soon select one of their peer’s scripts to perform in a small group.  

 



 

 

Maths 

Maths this week has been all about volume and capacity. The Year 3s had fun estimating if a container was exactly 

one litre, more than one litre or less than one litre. They watched as the container either overflowed, only half filled 

or if it just filled to the brim. We then completed a day of rotation activities where students estimated and measured 

the capacity of cups and bowls, and made their own box that they then filled with rice to measure its capacity.  

   

Year 4 
Literacy 

In Reading, we have finished the year by reading some fun narratives while revising all the reading strategies we 

have learnt this year. As a whole class, we have explored how the setting and the plot are connected. We have also 

read passages about the main characters very closely, investigating how authors position the reader to feel about 

the characters. Students have worked hard to achieve their individual goals in preparation for Year 5. Amazingly, 

some students have then started working on new goals with only a few Reading sessions to go! 

 

In Writing, we have been learning how to write formal letters. We looked at how to address letters correctly and the 

importance of including the date. Students have been writing letters to friends within their class. It has been 

wonderful to see the delight on their faces as they open and read a letter from a friend. Between our work on 

persuasive texts and now letter writing, Santa better watch out. 

 

All the Year 4 students should be proud of how hard they have worked to improve their Reading and Writing! 

 

Numeracy 

In Maths we have concluded the year by revising fractions and decimals. Students have improved their ability to read 

and write fractions, count by fractions, make equivalent fractions and link fractions to decimals. 

 

We have explored fractions and decimals in a hands-on way, folding paper, filling different containers, playing games 

and working with number lines. Students have also engaged with a number of digital resources and games to 

develop their understanding. This was challenging to learn about at the end of the year, but it is evident in their 

engagement with every lesson that the students are feeling confident with fractions. 

 

They should be very proud of their amazing efforts! 

 

Excursion 

Today we went on an excursion to Croydon Cinema! We watched the funny film 'Ron's Gone Wrong.' It was great to 

spend time together as a year level in a less formal environment. While out in public the students did a marvellous 

job of representing Ruskin Park! They were respectful of both each other and members of the public. 

 
 

Senior School  
Year Five 
Enchanted Adventure Garden 
 

What an amazing day we had at the Enchanted Adventure Garden. We faced our fears and conquered the Tree Climb 

with lots of laughs and giggles. We found our way in and out of many mazes and had a ton of fun on the tube slide.   

 

 



 

 

On the Enchanted Garden excursion we did Tree Surfing, The Big Hedge Maze and the Tube Slides. 

In tree surfing we connected ourselves to the wire and there were three levels to try. We had to 

wear harnesses to keep us safe! The Big Hedge Maze was a children's maze and we had to find five 

golden buddhas in total. The tube slides were the best because you were able to go on the slide alone 

or with a partner. And there were also water sprinklers and in the middle of the ride you would be 

going backwards! It was hard work to get up the tube slide because you have to drag the tube up the 

hill but it was worth it. 

 

By Yuanna  

On December 2nd the Year 5s went to Enchanted Adventure Garden. It was a blast. We went tree 

surfing, discovered mazes, slid down giant slides in donuts (not real ones). Some of our incredibly 

brave Year 5s faced their fears challenging themselves and crawling out of their comfort zones. We 

had 5 groups led by our amazing teachers and helpers: Mrs Pratley, Mrs Horner, Mrs Darby, Anita, 

Tylie Allen, and Carol Tuppen. We ate our snack and lunch around a beautiful fountain/pond filled with 

tadpoles. Thanks to the amazing teachers we had an awesome time and don’t forget the parent 

helpers who made the day even better.  

By Amelia & Nithya     

The Enchanted Garden was a fun trip to make up for the camp we missed this year. December 2nd 

the Year 5s went on an excursion with a 2 hour long bus drive. We were separated into 5 groups with 

leaders, Mrs Horner, Mrs Pratley, Mrs Darby, Carol Tuppen, Anita and Tylie Allen. Our hardworking, 

brave classmates faced challenging fears and showed how strong they are. Everyone put on a brave 

face when attempting all the activities, The Tree Surfing, Tube Sliding and all the Mazes. We also 

took short breaks to have a rest and eat our food. Overall the trip was amazing and we had a BLAST!!! 

By Mang Dim and Donika 

 
Literacy 
This week we have finalised our infographics. Students navigated Canva to think about multimodal texts and present 
an infographic on their chosen country. They included graphs and images relevant to their information. We began 
our Christmas anthology. Students are revising the writing genres covered throughout the year to plan draft and 
publish a selection of writing celebrating Christmas.  
 
Numeracy 
We loved exploring angles by naming, measuring and drawing them. We taped our tables and got busy with 
protractors to find and measure all of the angles we could.  We are now  learning about factors and multiples and 
have investigated factor pairs, greatest common factor and least common multiple. Next week we will explore 
financial maths by creating budgets for our class Christmas party. 
 
Leadership 
A huge congratulations to all of our Year 5 students who wrote and presented leadership speeches. This is a huge 
undertaking and an amazing opportunity to practise public speaking skills. We know that all of our 2022 Year 6 
students will make incredible leaders and represent themselves and our school with pride.  
 
Christmas  
A great night was had by all at our Christmas concert. It was so nice to see so many happy and smiling faces.  
 



 

 

Don’t forget if you wish to join in on our Christmas gift giving you will need to bring along a gift to the value of $5 and 
place it under the class Christmas tree. Our Class Christmas party will be Thursday December 16th. A reminder that 
students will bring along their own party food to enjoy on the day.  
 
Farewell 
A big thank you from both Miss Bednarz and Mrs Pratley on what has proven to be yet another challenging year. We 
have all learnt so many things we weren’t expecting and can’t thank you all enough for your support. We wish you 
and your families a safe and merry Christmas.  
 

Year 6 
Funfields  
 

Wow! What an awesome day we all had at Funfields on 
Thursday. Our Year Six students were amazing representatives 
of our school and waited patiently for their turns on various 
rides. They went on a range of rides, including Blackbeard’s 
Fury and some even braved the terrifying Voodoo 360! The 
highlight of the day for many were the water rides including 
Typhoon, Kraken Racer and Gravity Wave. It was wonderful to 
see our Year Six students have a fantastic celebration day at 
Funfields. 
 
Christmas Reindeers 
This week as part of our Literacy program, students followed a 
recipe to make their very own Christmas treats - Christmas 
Reindeers. Students followed the ingredients list and step by 

step instructions to create tasty biscuits. We all had a fun time making the biscuits and they were delicious! 
 
Graduation 
Monday 13 December is the Year Six Graduation ceremony. 
Pending weather, the event will be held outdoors. Photos will be 
at 5:30pm, with the ceremony beginning at 6:00pm sharp. Please 
bring along camp chairs/picnic rugs to sit on. Students will need 
to be picked up at 8:30pm. 
 
Farewell 
We thank our families for their ongoing support in what has 
again been a challenging year. Despite the challenges, we have 
been impressed with the Year Six students' attitude and efforts 
throughout. We are extremely proud of this group.  
To departing families, we thank you for your support over the 
journey and wish you all the best in the future. 
We wish you and your families a safe and merry Christmas.  

 

  



 

 

 

Family and Friends Christmas Raffle 
A sincere thank you to all members of our community who donated 

items and sold raffle tickets. Also thank you to our Family and 

Friends team who worked tirelessly to create hampers and sort 

prizes. It was a wonderful effort with all funds raised going to the 

purchase of a new sound system for our gym. We will have a total 

for you shortly.  

We had a number of organisations donate items/vouchers/ 

experiences etc. We thank all of these groups for their support. It is 

greatly appreciated.  

 

  

• Funfields 

• Cadburys 

• Bunnings Warehouse Croydon 

• Daisies Garden  

• FGB Natural Products 

• Bendigo Heritage Attractions 

• Puffing Billy 

• Body Shop Home 

• Montrose Pallet Creations 

• Floyd & Co 

• Mercurious 

• Anaconda 

• Rainbow Meats 

• Costco 

• I Subscribe 

• National Pharmacy 

• Wattle Park Golf  

• Betts 

• Melbourne Museum 

• Coles Chirnside, Kilsyth, Croydon, Mooroolbark 

• Woolworths Chirnside 

• Fleur Jars 

• Just a Glass 

• Down Evelyn Lane 

• Scrub Queen Bath and Body 

• Bella Bundles 

• Croydon Leisure Centre 

• Chesterfield Farm 

• Hunky Dory  

• Sonja Terpstra MP 

• Office Works Chirnside 

• MCG Tours 

• Clark Rubber Chirnside 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 

 
 

Zach Chloe Hadley Aaron Ella Amelia Rafal Addison Hannah 

Jenny Daniel Erik Amity Daniel Viraj Gemma Tilda  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 


