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Upcoming Dates
November
th

Monday 29
Tuesday 30th

December
Whole School Transition
Year 2 Science Incursion

December
Wednesday 1st
Thursday 2nd
Thursday 2nd
Friday 3rd
Monday 6th
Monday 6th

Year 3 Overnight Camp
Year 2 Sleepover
Year 5 Excursion
Subway Lunch
Foundation 2022 Information Night7pm
Whole School Transition

Tuesday 7th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Monday 13th
Monday 13th
Monday 13th
Wednesday 15th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th

2022 Foundation Transition (9:15am)
Year 7 2022 Transition Day
Year 6 Excursion
Christmas Concert
Year 4 Excursion
Year 6 Graduation
Moving up Day
Reports Live on Compass
Year 6 Celebration Day
Class Party Day
End of Term 4: 1-30pm Dismissal

Principal’s Report
I am sure we are all acutely aware that there have been special days and events missed throughout 2021. However,
we are now back onsite and looking to provide as many opportunities as possible to our students. Book Week was a
highlight this fortnight with a wide range of colourful and creative costumes. The day was a celebration of reading
and the joy that can be experienced from connecting with a good book.
Over the next three weeks we have excursions, incursions, a camp, sleepover, graduation and other activities
planned as we seek to make positive memories from 2021. Please continue to monitor Compass for further updates.
We are expecting to shortly receive an update from the Department which will enable us to confirm arrangements
for the Christmas concert, upcoming assemblies etc.
Student Reports
Earlier this year we launched our new reporting format. Feedback suggested that this new format was easier to
interpret and provided parents with an improved understanding of how their child has progressed in each curriculum
area. It also gave a clearer indication of relative strengths and areas to focus on in future learning. Our aim is to
continue using this new format in future years.
However, as you would be aware, this semester has been significantly impacted by COVID-19. As a result, the
Department has issued modified report guidelines for this semester. Your child’s Semester Two report will include a
description of content covered, a comment on how your child has progressed in key learning areas and also a
teacher judgement in Literacy and Numeracy against the Victorian Curriculum.
I thank teachers for the significant amount of effort that goes into assessing and preparing reports. Parents will be
able to access their child’s report through Compass on Monday 13 December.
End of Year Awards
This year we will again be presenting end of year awards. These awards were modified a few years ago with a focus
on a positive attitude, high levels of effort and respect.
In 2021, three awards will be presented to each year level. The awards will be based on:

•

Academic: this is for a student who has recorded generally strong results across all curriculum areas
(including Specialists)

•

Determination: (based on growth mindset) for a student who has consistently embraced challenges,
demonstrated persistence and strived to achieve their personal best.

•

Community: someone who has demonstrated values including honesty, respect and empathy when
interacting with all staff, students and members of the wider community.

Once arrangements are finalised we will let you know presentation dates.
Graduation- Monday 13 December
Excitement is building ahead of the Year 6 Graduation. It will be a different type of event this year and I would like to
acknowledge the work of Mr Coffin, Miss Marshall and Miss O’Loughlin who have worked with the students to plan
what will be a memorable evening. Pleasingly, with the easing of restrictions we have been able to adapt plans so
parents can be part of the event.
Thank you to our community for supporting the Year 6 fundraiser. We raised over $600.
Year 6 families, please monitor Compass for further details.
Whole School Transition Program
Our whole school transition program will shortly commence. On Monday 29 November and Monday 6 December,
students will spend an hour in their new year level. They will move as a group and will not be separated into their
2022 classes. These sessions are designed to create a sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have
about entering a new class. Please be aware that staff will be in their current year levels for this transition program.
Students will find out their 2022 classes and teacher on Monday 13 December.
Final Day of Term 4
A reminder that students finish at 1:30pm on Friday 17 December.
Three more weeks to go. Thank you again for your wonderful support throughout the year.

Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
There have been lots of exciting events happening in Foundation and around the school
this fortnight including Book Week, Tabloid Sports, Free Dress Day, etc. The students
have enjoyed each event and have loved sharing and writing about them.
Book Week
For Book Week, Foundation students studied the book ‘Anemone Is Not My Enemy’ and
made beautiful rock pools in response to the story. They enjoyed our interactive
incursion about the book titled ‘Littlelight’ where they danced, tapped balloons and
watched the black and white walls turn into colourful buildings. It was fabulous to have
a dress up day and see the students dressed as their favourite book character. They
were so excited about the day. The Foundation classes used the “Pete The Cat” series
as inspiration for our class displays… and teacher costumes!

Tabloid Sports
On Monday, our fabulous Year 6 House Captains prepared and ran a tabloid sports afternoon for the buddies to
enjoy. Students looked the part in their house colours and had fun interacting with their peers and buddies. The four
way tug of war was a hit with teams competing against each other! Students could get some energy out when
competing in a relay and on the tackle bag activity. The Foundation students enjoyed kicking goals with their buddies
too. Everyone enjoyed seeing the students laughing and playing together once again!

Literacy
In Literacy we have been focussing on the comprehension strategy of inference. Students have been learning to find
clues in books and use their prior knowledge to make inferences. They have loved playing games such as charades
and celebrity heads to help make inferences.
Maths
Foundation students have been revising and
extending their understanding of teen numbers and
addition strategies over the past two weeks. Lots of
fun has been had making teen numbers in practical
ways and extending their understanding of place
value. Students have enjoyed using number lines,
calculators and counting on strategies to solve
addition sums.

Science
The students have been busy designing and creating spinning tops and skate parks in
Science this fortnight. They learnt to draw and label their design, make predictions about
the way they might move, create their design, experiment and make observations about
their final product.

Junior School
Year 1
Book Week
And just like that, Book Week is over for another year! It was so lovely to see all the
students dressed up in their wonderful costumes. Throughout Book Week the students got
to complete lots of different activities. They involved themselves in our whole school parade where they got to show
off their costumes, they engaged in the ‘Littlelight’ incursion and also got the opportunity to create their very own
lions based on the book ‘No, Never!’ Check out some of the photos below!

Literacy
In Literacy, we have begun to focus on transactional texts. This is a topic that we
will explore for the remainder of Term 4. Transactional texts look at how different
people communicate with others for a specific purpose. Examples can include
postcards, emails, text messages and invitations. In both Reading and Writing, we
have focused on the purpose and structure of postcards and emails. This week we
have begun to explore friendly letters. Students have read and looked at a variety
of different books that feature friendly letters, such as ‘Can I Be Your Dog?’ and
‘The Day the Crayons Quit’. They have begun to create friendly letters to a range
of different people and characters. Have a look at the example above to see how
your child should structure their friendly letter!

Maths
We have been exploring multiplication strategies
including creating ‘groups of’, repeated addition
and arrays. We’ve discussed why it is important to
learn this concept and identified real life examples
when we’ve applied these strategies.
Science
In Science, we have been continuing to explore
light and sound. Students have been participating
in a range of experiments, discussions and
activities that look at how sounds travel. We have
been creating sounds using various materials and
developing our understanding of how we hear sounds.
Geography
We have continued with our ‘Connections to Place’ unit in Geography. Students have been exploring different ways
to care for places. Students brainstormed many different ways they can look after the environment and have been
eager to put this into practice. You can ask your child some of the great ideas they came up with on how to be
sustainable.

Year 2
In Reading, students have been making inferences
about the texts ‘The Gruffalo’ and ‘The Invisible Boy’
using evidence from the text and their prior
knowledge. They have also identified rhythm and
rhyme in ‘Grandma Rap’ and ‘How many legs?’,
discussing the beat within the poetry. We spent
time revising synonyms and antonyms to develop
their vocabulary skills and discussed similes,
metaphors and alliteration.

Students have revised the structure of a narrative and worked towards publishing a story they created over a few
days. They experimented and built upon poetry, using the text ‘How many legs?’ as inspiration for their own rhyming
sentences. We have also looked at how we can use figurative language, synonyms and antonyms to make our writing
more engaging. Students created their own antonym ants and synonym ‘cinnamon’ scrolls.
In Maths, students have been revising place value. We have played lots of place value games
including dice and cards where students have had to create numbers and then identify the
place value of the digits. Students especially enjoyed the games of place value ‘Pacman’ and
the game where students were given a number and had to use that number ensuring they
are in the correct place value. Eg a student was given the number 3, and the number was
3528, they needed to make sure they were standing in the thousands place. We encourage
all families to play as many place value games as they can using the previously provided dice
and cards to continue to strengthen students' understanding of place value.
We had so much fun during Book Week, reading lots of different texts such as ‘Littlelight’,
‘There’s No Such Thing’ and ‘Seven Seas of Fleas’. Students enjoyed participating within the interactive play for
‘Littlelight’ and enjoyed watching the classroom become a production space as we added grey bricks, coloured bricks
and birds to transform the room.
We loved creating our own visualisation of ‘There’s No Such Thing’,
creating their own night scene using oil pastels and creating felt animals
and monsters to match the story.
Exciting times ahead: On Tuesday 30 November we have our Science
Incursion, followed by the Year 2 Sleepover on Thursday 2 December
with Subway lunches on Friday the 3rd. More details will be provided to
Year 2 parents and carers.

Middle School
Year 3
Literacy
In Literacy this week the Year 3 students have begun our unit on Narrative Performances. Students have read a
number of scripts and have identified features such as character speech and stage directions as well as looking at
appropriate punctuation. Students have also begun to convert their Roald Dahl inspired narratives into their own
scripts. We will aim to perform some scripts in small groups to the Year 3 students in the coming weeks. Students
will need to consider how many characters they have in their script, where characters will be positioned on a stage
and how characters will interact with each other. Students can also consider props and simple costumes!

Maths
In Maths we have been revising our understanding of money. The Year 3 students have worked hard on representing
simple money collections in a range of different ways. We have improved our understanding of adding and
subtracting money using vertical equations and calculating change to five cents. We had fun reading the Ruskin
canteen menu and planning lunch orders for our friends, while calculating the cost and change. We also looked at
grocery store catalogues and tried to spend a large amount of money while keeping a running total.
Book Week
We had so much fun dressing up as our favourite book characters! There
were so many amazing costumes to see in Year 3 including Willy Wonka,
Fantastic Mr Fox and Mildred Hubble from “The Worst Witch.” The Year 3
students also read the picture story book “Ellie’s Dragon” by Bob Graham.
We had a great time using coloured Magiclay to make some fantastic
looking dragon eyes! The Year 3 students also decorated our classroom
doors and windows to look like scenes from ‘The Lorax’, ‘Fairy Tales’ and
‘Old Worlds - Dinosaurs’.

Year 4
In Literacy, we loved celebrating Book Week! As well as enjoying the performance of ‘Littlelight’ and the dress-up
day, we read lots of this year’s CBCA nominated books, focusing on ‘Give Me Some Space’. We also created some
amazing space baubles inspired by scenes in the book. This week we have started studying how authors make texts
persuasive, investigating how modal verbs and hyperbole can be used to soften or strengthen the way a point of
view is communicated. Our Year 4 students are proving to be a very persuasive group of children! They are learning
quickly how to communicate their opinions in ways that are hard to argue with! Next week we are going to be
writing persuasive letters to Mr Moore, we hope he’s ready as
they are sure to be very convincing.
In Maths, we have been revising different concepts taught
throughout remote learning. This week and next we are
focusing on fractions and decimals. This will include lots of
hands-on work to help build the foundational understanding of
how parts of numbers work. We will be using number lines,

shapes and collections to support students to understand fractions.
We have also started learning some new coding skills, building on skills learnt in previous years. This week students
explored ‘Hour of Code’ on code.org using blockly coding and experimenting with input/output functions when
controlling Codey Rocky robots! We can’t wait to continue working on this next week.

Senior School
Year Five
Leadership Speeches
We have been working really hard in our classrooms to write and practise our leadership speeches. Students are
writing either a Captaincy Speech or a Buddy Speech. Some students have brought these speeches home to finish
working on and while we know that as grown ups we have some amazing ideas, it is important that our students
write these by themselves. We encourage you to talk with your child about their speech and listen to them as they
practise their presentation, but please allow them the opportunity to create these speeches independently. Also
remind your child that they must also write a letter to Mr Moore explaining why they want to be a Captain. This is in
addition to their speeches and needs to be handed to their classroom teacher by Monday November 29th. Next week
we will also conduct the interviews. We wish all of those who have chosen to participate in this opportunity the best
of luck.
Excursion
We are so excited to attend the Enchanted Adventure Garden and support our students to learn some new skills and
have some new experiences all while having fun! A reminder to ensure you have paid and consented on Compass
and also returned your indemnity form.
Book Week
This week we celebrated Book Week by enjoying the Tony Bones interactive incursion. Our
students had such a great time helping the (balloon) birds fly around and engaging in a range of
dances and role plays.
We also got to dress up and parade around the asphalt with our grade. Year 5 students read the
story, ‘How To Make A Bird’ and used watercolours to create amazing backgrounds before
creating textured birds to fly across them. We also spent time exploring some of the other shortlisted books. A great
week was had by all.

In Our Classroom
This week we have begun exploring multimodal texts – texts that use a range of modes to send their message. We
have explored comic strips and graphic novels as well as information texts. In Maths we have started to look at
angles by naming and making them, and also using a protractor to measure them. At home you could look out for
angles that you notice around your home or out and about and support your child to name them and estimate their
size in degrees.

Year Six
Digital Technologies
In Digital Technologies, our students have been busily working away at coding and programming their mBots. Using
iPads and Bluetooth, students programmed their mBot to play music, flash the lights, follow a line, avoid obstacles,
etc.
Students have been working collaboratively in their teams to program their mBot to follow a specific set of
instructions, creating a more sophisticated program for their robot to follow. Some groups have had their robots
follow certain paths or move to certain music.
It has been great seeing the students working so well together, taking turns, encouraging each other and generally
building each other’s confidence in programming the mBots.
Buddies
Earlier in the week we were lucky enough to have a Buddies session outdoors! Students
from Year Six and Foundation participated in a Tabloid sports event which comprised of a
range of different activities. The Year Six students were wonderful leaders, supporting
their buddies and guiding them through the activities.
Also, a shout out to our Year Six captains who setup and led the various activities on the
day.
Graduation
The Year Six Graduation event is now live on Compass. Please make payment and consent via Compass. A reminder
that the Graduation will take place at Ruskin Park Primary School on the oval.
Schedule:
-

5:30pm Arrival & photos
6:00pm Ceremony
7:15pm Dinner
8:00pm Dessert
8:45pm Finish

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays

Ashley

Jessica

Jax

Mirko

Donika

Logan

Adrian

Emily

Tara

Khun Khun

Samara

Zedd

Nathaniel

Rivaan

Alfie

Happy

Cung

Teller

Van

Zara

Jordy

Katie

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

