29 October 2021

Upcoming Dates
November
st

Monday 1
Tuesday 2nd
Wednesday 3rd

December

Monday 8th
Friday 12th
Monday 15th
Tuesday 16th

Curriculum Day
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
2022 Foundation Information
Session
Year 6 Metro Incursion
Sushi Lunch Day
Book Week Incursion
Book Week Dress Up Day

Monday 29th

Whole School Transition

Wednesday 1st

Year 3 Overnight Camp

Thursday 2nd
Friday 3rd

Year 2 Sleepover
Subway Lunch

Monday 6th

Foundation 2022 Information Night7pm
Whole School Transition
Foundation Transition
Year 7 2022 Transition Day
Christmas Concert (TBC)
Year 6 Graduation
Moving up Day
Reports Live on Compass
Class Party Day
End of Term 4: 1-30pm Dismissal

Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Tuesday 7th
Thursday 9th
Monday 13th
Monday 13th
Monday 13th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th

Principal’s Report
I know I have repeated this in many Compass posts throughout the last two years, but I do wish to acknowledge and
thank our community for the manner in which we have come together to navigate remote and flexile learning. While
there may be some bumps along the way it is great to have our classrooms coming back to life. Our students are
adapting well to COVID precautions and there is excitement and genuine appreciation that face to face learning has
been able to resume.
We are working hard behind the scenes to finalise our calendar for the remainder of the term. Our aim is to provide
our students with as many opportunities as possible, in a COVID safe way. Please see dates above and monitor
Compass for further updates.
Lunch Orders
Lunch orders are back from Wednesday 4 November. Orders can be placed online at:
www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au
Sushi Day: Friday 12 November – www.sushi.net.au
Subway Lunch: Friday 3 December
We did postpone Sushi and Subway lunches last term. If you did make an order it will automatically be carried
forward to these new dates. Given the timeline there were only a handful of sushi orders placed but we did have a
large number of Subway orders submitted. If you are unsure if you placed an order you can call the office to confirm.
Planning for 2022
We will soon commence the process of formulating classes for next year. This is a complex process with
consideration given to a variety of factors, including academic and social balance. If any parent has something
specific they would like considered, this should be put in writing and addressed to me by Friday 12 November.

Building Update
Hopefully you have had a chance to read this week’s Compass post detailing our new building. This is going to be an
exciting project that will bring wonderful new facilities to our school and enhance our learning programs. You may
also have noticed the temporary classrooms that have been installed at the rear of the school. These will be used
next year throughout the construction phase.

World Teachers’ Day- Friday 29 October
Today in Australia, we celebrate World Teachers’ Day. In recent times
our staff have been challenged to work and teach in ways not
previously considered. I can assure you when I went through my
Tertiary training WebEx was not a term mentioned and how to
support student learning and wellbeing remotely was not a subject.
Our staff have worked tirelessly to support our students and on this
day I would like to again publicly thank them for their efforts. We are
lucky to have an amazing team at Ruskin Park.
Sunsmart
As we are now moving into the warmer months, it is a timely reminder that our students are required to wear their
SunSmart school-approved hats during recess, lunch and when they are outside during class time. Please make sure
that your child/ren have their named hat at school.
Loaned Devices
If you did borrow a device for this period of remote learning could I please ask it be returned to the office on
Wednesday 3 November. Thank you in advance.
2022 Foundation Transition
We are excited to be able to welcome our 2022 Foundation students onsite for some face to face transition sessions.
At next Wednesday’s information evening we will provide details of the revised program, including key dates and
events. Details of the online evening were sent in the last transition update. Please contact the school if you didn’t
receive this.
Supporting your child to start school in 2022 – free online information session for parents/carers in Outer East
Starting school at any time can be exciting but also challenging for children and parents. Some children may have
experienced disruptions to their kindergarten attendance due to the COVID-19 pandemic as well as restrictions to
normal life. As a result, parents/carers may be feeling concerned about whether your child is ready for school. This

webinar seeks to support parents and carers to understand what is involved in a positive transition to school and
how this can be supported at home, as well as through strong links with children’s kindergarten and school.
It will provide information and answers to the following questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is a positive transition to school?
What does school readiness mean?
What can I do to support my child prepare for school?
What if my child has missed a lot of kindergarten?
What if my child is feeling anxious about going to school?
Where can I find more information?

Presented by: Louise Dorrat and Debbie Cole, who have extensive experience in early childhood education, including
supporting parents and advising teachers about the transition to school.
When: Wednesday 10 November, 7pm – 8pm
Register: Supporting your child to start school in 2022 - Outer East Tickets, Wed 10/11/2021 at 7:00 pm | Eventbrite

Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
It has been so pleasing to see students literally skipping into school with huge smiles each day. Teachers alike are
excited to be back and have loved hearing the chatter and laughter in our classrooms again. The Foundation teachers
would like to thank all our parents for embracing home learning and engaging so fully in your child’s education. We
appreciate all your words of encouragement and kindness through home learning, what a team effort this year has
been!
In literacy, students have been busy reading and writing poems. We are learning to rhyme and develop rhythm when
we read. Students have been enjoying a range of poetry and rhyming stories from authors such as Mem Fox, Michael
Rosen and Eric Litwin.
Our maths focus has been on ordinal number this week, students have enjoyed exploring this concept through
engaging activities such as races, ordering teddy bears and looking at calendars.
In Science, this term we have explored materials and their properties and now we will start to explore forces and
motion. We have planned many hands-on experiments for the students to investigate how forces and motion impact
the world around us such as toys, games, sport, play etc.

Our VIP (Very Important Person) presentations have started back in full swing with students sharing some beautiful
photos and memories with their classmates and teaching them some interesting new skills.

Looking forward, we are pleased to resume onsite specialist classes when students return full time from November
5. We will start to send home some of your child’s books and work from Semester 1. I encourage you to look through
them to see how far they have come and what fabulous achievements they have made.

Junior School
Year 1
It was so wonderful to see the smiling faces of our Year 1
students as they returned to onsite learning last week! The
students settled back into classroom routines very well. We
once again want to thank you for the commitment and
dedication you have all shown this semester. It has certainly
been unique!
Literacy
In Literacy, we have been exploring imaginative narratives.
The students have used their imagination to plan and create some amazing stories that have included lots of
interesting adjectives and details. We have also been reading lots of narratives and recording summaries using the
SWBST strategy. Ask your child at home to summarise their take home reader books using this strategy! It was
amazing to see the Year 1 students all getting back into the swing of the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshops. Check out
the pictures below to see how engaged the students were when reading back onsite.
Maths
Students have enthusiastically participated in the activities set during Remote Learning. The inclusion of dice, clock
faces, 120 charts and decks of cards have encouraged students to explore games to develop their knowledge of
addition and subtraction strategies, chance, time, 2D and 3D shapes. Students shared their learning by playing games
as a whole class and during small group workshops. Discussions have encouraged the development of appropriate
vocabulary and speaking and listening skills.

Science
In Science we have begun to explore Light and
Sound. The students have had the opportunity to
learn about how light travels and the properties of
light. Have a look at some of the amazing Shadow
Monsters that the Year 1 students have created at
home, using a light source and different materials.
This has been a fantastic and engaging topic to start
the term off!
We look forward to students returning onsite full time from Wednesday 3 November. Keep
an eye out for any new updates on Compass and Dojo. We hope you have a lovely long
weekend.
Year 2:
We are so excited to be back in the classroom! While students transition back to onsite
learning there has been an increased focus on student wellbeing. This week students
participated in activities to foster teamwork and communication skills by passing a spoon
of water from one end of their team to another. It was great to see them working as a
team and encouraging their teammates. As part of student wellbeing we have also started
a Dance and Drama unit where students identified and used facial expressions to express
emotions. We created emotion wheels by drawing a range of emotions on the wheel and
acted out the different emotions in groups.

We have begun getting back into our daily routines in Reading. Students have been practising independently reading
to increase their reading stamina. We enjoyed finding new books for our book tubs that were Just Right books to
keep us engaged in reading. Students have also practised respectfully agreeing or disagreeing verbally with a fact.
Using sentence starters to help them agree or disagree and providing examples as to why they think that.

In Writing, students have begun writing persuasive letters to an adult. We enjoyed discussing the different things we
may persuade an adult about, such as a swimming pool at school, pets allowed in the classroom and more time on
technology. Students planned and drafted their persuasive letters and ensured they followed the OREO structure Opinion, Reason, Example and Opinion and included powerful persuasive words.
In Maths, we continued our unit on Fractions, practising drawing shapes and cutting them into halves, quarters and
eighths and also drawing them outside with chalk! We also made fraction pizzas! Cutting our pizzas carefully into
different amounts, such as quarters and eighths, we then worked out what the numerator and denominator would
be if we shared some of our pizza with a friend.

Middle School
Year 3
We are all so glad to be back in the classroom! Students have enjoyed being able to spend time together with their
friends again and we are thankful for the nice weather we have had which has allowed us to learn outside.
The Year 3 students have loved reading Roald Dahl texts throughout the year, and lately we have been putting our
Roald Dahl knowledge to the test in our Author Study unit! Students have been analysing a range of different
characters and have been determining the character’s inside and outside traits. They also created timelines that
showed how Dahl’s characters changed over time. Students have done a great job explaining their ideas using the
magic word ‘because’.
In Writing, students came up with their own ‘nonsense’ words in the style of The BFG. Students have created
characters for their own story and used adjectives to describe them and have brainstormed how they will change
within their own story. They came up with their own similes to enhance their writing using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’.
We will be planning, drafting and publishing our own short story in the weeks ahead.
In Numeracy, over the past few weeks the students have improved their understanding of 2D and 3D shapes by
identifying the features of a range of pyramids, prisms and cylinders. They found several shapes around their house
and created their own using matchsticks and paper nets. In our Chance unit, we explored the language of chance
through placing a range of words and scenarios on a number line. They conducted a range of chance experiments
such as flipping a coin, spinning a spinner, rolling a dice and looking at how the outcome changes when picking a lolly
out of a bag.
Year 4
We could not be more proud of how students worked online this term and on their transition back to the classroom
this week. Students have enjoyed catching up with their friends, sharing the project work from remote learning and
getting back into some challenging work!
In Literacy this term, all students are creating a literary project on a topic of their choice. They have read many
fiction texts on their topic and written their own poetry and narratives. Our focus has been on comparing how
different authors write about the same topic and how to make texts moving and absorbing. This week and next week
we are studying nonfiction genres. Students will read nonfiction texts on their topic looking at the structure of
nonfiction genres, common elements and how authors make texts engaging.
In Maths we have been learning how to balance equations! This challenging Maths has involved students applying
their addition and subtraction skills and becoming ‘pattern finders!’ They have used their Growth Mindsets and
teamwork skills to collaborate to solve difficult mathematical problems. We are going to continue working on these
skills over the next two weeks and will introduce them to real-world and worded applications of the skills we are
practising.

(Students take their Book Week activity
outside for some sunshine and fresh air.
Lucky us - we had amazing weather for
our first days back at school!)

Senior School
Year Five
Wow! What a start to Term 4. We are so proud of the independence and resilience that our students have shown
during lockdown. We changed our learning structure and our amazing students successfully navigated their way
through this. We are so thankful for the support given to both students and teachers alike which just serves to
demonstrate the incredible partnership we have.
In Literacy, our students have been working through their Author Study of Roald Dahl, investigating the
representation of character traits and themes in his texts. Students have revised and implemented the PEEL
structure when presenting their thinking with evidence. We will shortly begin writing our Leadership speeches for
both Captaincy and Buddy positions so stay tuned for important dates.
In Numeracy, we have examined Data Interpretation by exploring a range of data displays, including dot plots, to
investigate the information they provide. We will commence our learning on decimals this week.
Students are working through their Geography assignment where they have been using their research skills to
investigate a country and present information on different elements including the demographics (about the people)
and the topography (about the land).
Excitedly, we have begun creating Buddy Bags ready to present to their new buddy next year.
Year Six
Teachers and students alike were ecstatic to return to the classroom on Friday 22 October, there were smiles all
around! We would like to say a big thank you to all the parents and guardians who supported our students
throughout remote learning, we couldn’t have done it without you.
Metro Incursion
On Monday 8 November, Year 6 students will participate in a virtual incursion with Metro Trains. They will learn how
to plan journeys on public transport, calculate the cost of trips using Myki and seek assistance and help whilst
travelling. We hope that this practical incursion will set them up for independent travel to and from high school.

Graduation
We are pleased to announce that the Department of Education has approved graduation ceremonies in line with
public health orders. We will announce specific details shortly but mark Monday 13 December in your diary.
Students finished writing their graduation speeches during remote learning. We will be practising these at school so
that students can build their confidence and apply what they learned during the Toastmasters program. Please listen
to your child read their speech at home so they gain experience in front of a range of audiences before the big night.
Transition
The Year 6 to 7 transition day has also been approved by the Department of Education. This day allows students to
meet their classes and teachers for 2022. It is a fantastic opportunity which gives students a sense of comfort before
their first day of high school. We are awaiting news of the specific date, however it is usually in early December.

Other News
Book Week Celebrations
Prior to remote learning, we were in the process of organising activities to help celebrate Book Week. We are
pleased to inform you that we have been able to reschedule the planned incursion ‘Littlelight’ for Monday 15
November. You will notice the event has been updated on Compass. We kindly ask that you provide consent and
organise payment for the event by Friday 12 November.
We acknowledge that the students have missed out on a lot of opportunities due to lockdown this year so we would
also like to hold a ‘Book Week’ dress-up day. On Tuesday 16 November we invite your child to come to school
dressed as their favourite book character. Due to current restrictions, we will be unable to host a whole school book
parade however we promise to take lots of photos of the students with their peers. Please enter the following dates
into your diaries:
Friday 12 November:
Payment and consent for ‘Littlelight’ incursion due.
Monday 15 November: ‘Littlelight’ incursion.
Tuesday 16 November: Dress up as your favourite book character.
ICAS Update:
We have a number of students who were due to sit ICAS assessments during Term 3. We have been in contact with
the organisation and they have created a new sitting window for our students to complete the assessments. The
ICAS assessments will now need to be completed by Friday the 26 November. As our students are currently
staggering their return to school, we will allow time for all classes to settle back onsite before asking them to sit the
assessments.

Ruskin Rockers at Rockfest 2021
Over the Term 3 holidays the Ruskin Park rock band, the Ruskin Rockers, overcame the challenges of COVID
restrictions to create an absolutely incredible video as an entry to a band competition called RockFest. Their video
was viewed by professional musicians who sent feedback, singing the praises of the band. At the awards ceremony,
the Ruskin Rockers were able to win third place in Yamaha’s “Next Big Thing” category, meaning that Ruskin Park has
received a Yamaha P45 Digital Piano as a prize for our school!
I commend the Ruskin Rockers, their parents, and teacher Jim Leftley for their resilience and determination in
creating and promoting this amazing video- everyone involved should be really proud of themselves.
Kizzy Davies

The Ruskin Rockers feature Evi, Sigourney, Brock, Ronak, Hermione and special guest Prince Peng on drums. They are
directed by Creative Music’s Jim Leftley.
Asthma Check!
Although springtime brings lovely warm days, daylight savings and beautiful new life, it is also a time that asthma
sufferers need to be aware of some increased asthma triggers. Pollen count is much higher, thunderstorm asthma is
on the rise and mums and dads start spring-cleaning and shifting all that dust!
Please take the time to check that your child has their asthma management plan up to date and that their reliever
medication is also in date. If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s asthma or asthma management
you should book a review with your child’s doctor.
It is important to update the school with any revised or new asthma plan/medication so we can ensure the best
possible care for your child.
Take a quick Asthma Check below:
Is your child having trouble with asthma?
•
•
•
•

Have they been waking at night because of asthma symptoms?
Do they need their reliever medication on more than two days per week?
Do they get wheezy or breathless, or have difficulty breathing during the day?
Does their asthma interfere with their usual activities?

If the answer to any of these is yes, your child’s asthma may not be as well controlled as it could be.
Visit www.asthmaaustralia.org.au for more information.

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Ridam

Noah

Thomas

Khaleen

Jessica

Jessica

William

Ruth

Ronak

Sophie

Nawl Pi

Alannah

Ashton

Jackson

Charlotte

Levi

Lola

Taniesha

Tori

Finn

Nigel

Matilda

Hamish

Georgia

Rechel

Robert

Curtis

Cung Bik

Olivia

Ella

Sarah

David

Isla

Raha

Shameeka

Owen

Kayla

Emily

Mosesvan

Senul

Tyler

Jer

Salina

Ananya

Madison

Jack

Julia

Eadie

Isabella

Eli

Hunter

Giselle

Lenny

Hamish

Dominic

Mang Dim

Charlie

Tha

Tyler

Harvi

Kalen

Neve

Brendan

Jai

Rishabh

Vivienne

Allie

Vasil

Emma

Bonnie

Hazel

Michaela

Lucas

Jensen

Olivia

Martin

Lora

Vann

William

Mia

Krishna

Axel

Sage

Owen

Poppy

Harrison

Zoe

Jasper

Bella

Harley

Andy

Luca

Scarlett

Piper

Mia

Alijah

Austin

Hugo

Luke

James

Jacob

Jemma

Keziah

Hayden

Alana

Sadie

Harper

Eamon

Lal Lung
Muana

Rosalie

Ashley

Ngun Tha
Vung

Ram Bawi
Thang

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

