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Principal’s Report 
I hope the holidays were enjoyed by all our families and trust they provided some quiet time to relax and re-

energise. The students have returned refreshed and there is great energy around the school as we embark on what 

is usually one of the most productive terms of the school year.  

Please keep an eye on the calendar at the top of each newsletter for key dates and ensure your details are up to date 

on Compass so you can receive reminders and important school information. (COVID-19 may impact some of these 

dates)  

Some of this term’s key dates include: 

• Science /Maths Open Night- Wednesday 18 August 

• Crazy Hair Day-   Thursday 19 August 

• Curriculum Day-   Friday 20 August 

• Book Week Incursion-  Friday 27 August 

• Fathers’ Day Stall-  Thursday 2 September 

• Year 5 Camp-   Wednesday 1 to Friday 3 September 

• Footy Day-    Thursday 9 September 

• District Athletics-  Friday 10 September 

• F-6 Swimming-   Monday 13 to Friday 17 September 

 

Upcoming Dates 

July 
Monday 19th – 

Friday 23rd 

 

Tuesday 27th  

Thursday 29th  

Friday 30th   
 

August 
Monday 9th  

Friday 13th  

Monday 16th  

Wednesday 18th  

 

Thursday 19th  

 

Friday 20th  

 

Monday 23rd 

Wednesday 25th 

Friday 27th    

 
Canberra Camp Year 6 Postponed 

 

 

Tree Planting Year 3 

100 Days of School Foundation 

Sushi Day 

 

 
ICAS Digi Tech  

Yr. 5/6 Hoop Time 

ICAS English  

Open Evening 

Region Netball Year 6 

Crazy Hair Day 

Subway 

Curriculum Day – Student Free Day  

 

ICAS Spelling and Science 

Book Fair 

Book Week Incursion 

 

August 
Monday 30th 

Tuesday 31st  

 

 

September 
Wednesday 1st – 

Friday 3rd  

Wednesday 1st  

Thursday 2nd  

Friday 3rd  

 

 

Thursday 9th  

Friday 10th  

 

Monday 13th – 

Friday 17th  

Friday 17th  

 
ICAS Maths 

Sushi  

Father’s Day Stall (Year 5) 

 

 
Camp Year 5 

 

Netball Year 6 

Father’s Day Stall 

Hoop Time Year 3 and 4 

Fairy Tale Incursion Foundation 

 

Footy Day 

District Athletics 

 

Swimming Foundation – Year 6 

 

End of Term 3- 2:30pm Finish 



 

 

Building Update 

Our building project is gaining momentum. The development team, which includes members of the school, 

Department of Education, VSBA, architects and a number of other specialists have been meeting regularly and strong 

progress is being made. School Council have also been active in each stage of the journey. I am hopeful that in the 

coming weeks I will be able to hold a parent meeting and provide you all with an update. Our timeline is unchanged, 

with any works not expected until late this year.  

Foundation 2022 

This is a final call for any 2022 Foundation enrolments. In the very near future, we will finalise allocation of places 

and send confirmation letters. If you know of anyone wishing to enrol, could you please let them know that forms 

need to be submitted by the end of the month. It is possible we will again have more applications than positions 

available.  

Staff News 

As many of you may be aware, our Art teacher Mrs Melissa Reid will shortly commence maternity leave. I can share 

with our community that Mrs Carmen Wright will be our new Art teacher. Carmen has a strong background in art 

and design and has been a Visual Arts teacher at various schools in recent years. On behalf of our community, I thank 

Melissa for the excellent contribution she has made to Ruskin Park and welcome Carmen to our school.  

In further staffing news, I am pleased to share that Mrs Katie Page is expecting her second child. Katie will continue 

at Ruskin Park for the remainder of Term Three before commencing maternity leave. Congratulations Katie!  

Toastmasters and Super Speak 

Throughout Term 2 all of our Year 5 and 6 students had the opportunity to participate in extended public speaking 

programs.  These programs developed our students’ ability to present with expression and engage an audience. The 

levels of confidence also grew throughout the program.  

This week I had the privilege of joining some of our parents in attending our Year 5 Super Speak finale. I was 

incredibly proud of our students. The animation, expression and confidence they displayed was most impressive. 

They also looked to enjoy the opportunity to present in front of parents and peers.  

It has been pleasing to see our Senior School students embrace both of these programs.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

 

Assistant Principal Report 
Let’s be honest, the last 18 months haven’t been stress free for anyone and it can be easy to forget that our little 

ones are sponges and listen to everything we say and feed off our body language and tone as well as words.  The 

mini poster below I find quite a powerful reminder as to what we can do to support and preserve our children’s 

mental health and be there for them in the best possible ways. Supporting their mental health can support our 

mental health and vice versa to assist us to have healthy relationships in the home. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Take care, 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 

 



 

 

Foundation 

 

What a fabulous start to Term3! Foundation students have all settled back into school with ease and are enthusiastic 

about learning this term. In Foundation, we will explore Fairy Tales as part of literacy. Students will compare 

character traits, plots and themes throughout this unit. We will conclude our learning with a special Fairy Tale 

Incursion; more details to come!  

NAIDOC week was held recently, so in Foundation we have been exploring what the Welcome to Country is all about. 

We have been busy creating a map representing Australia’s beautiful landscapes. Students are finding out where we 

live (Kulin Nation) and where different indigenous people in our community come from. We have practised how to 

say hello in different indigenous languages.  

In Maths, we are exploring various ways to subtract. A hands-on representation is a great way for students to get 

their head around how it works. Some students are very visual and being able to represent the numbers as items is 

hugely beneficial to them. Drawing a simple picture is also another strategy students can utilise. They may also use a 

number line to record the jumps they make and where they land on the line until they get to the answer. 

This term, we are focussing on digraphs such as th, sh, ch and blends such as tr, cr, dr in word work. We teach these 

patterns as an orthographic (visual) pattern that needs to be memorised. This is similar to learning the alphabet and 

recognising that S says /s/.  Students need to recognise TH as a unit that makes the sound /th/ like in “this” or /th/ as 

in “thanks”.  



 

 

Students and teachers alike are getting very excited about the 100 Days of School Celebration 

on Thursday 29 July! We have planned and organised many learning activities based on the 

number 100 and our Year 6 Buddies will join us for some games and celebrations! Please 

have your child’s T-shirt ready to wear on the day! 

 

 

 

Junior School 
Year 1 

Welcome to Term 3! We have had a wonderful start to the term and it has been 
amazing to see the students eagerly engaging in activities across all curriculum areas 
and settling back into classroom routines well.  

Literacy  

In Literacy, we have begun our unit on procedural writing. Students have started to develop 

an understanding of what procedural writing is and what necessary elements they need to 

include. Students really enjoyed challenging themselves when brainstorming a range of topics 

that they could write a procedural text about. See if your child can spot any procedural texts 

at home! 

Maths 

We have started this term exploring counting patterns in Maths. Students have been using 

a range of different concrete materials like 100s charts, counters and number lines to 

demonstrate their number patterns. They have also been eager to share their knowledge 

of different counting patterns to their peers, as well as how they have been working to 

achieve their individual learning goals.  

Science  

In Science we have begun to explore changes in everyday materials. Over the term, 

students will be investigating and observing how different objects physically change in terms of colour, texture and 

more! There are various hands-on exploration tasks that students will be getting involved with, and we are very 

excited to start this unit.  

Geography 

This term we have started to focus on our Geography unit ‘Places and Connections’. Students have been identifying a 

range of places that have special meaning to them and have been enjoying sharing these places and why they are 

special to their peers.  

NAIDOC Week 

This week the Year 1 students participated in a range of activities for 

NAIDOC Week to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. We have been learning 

about Indigenous art and the meaning behind artworks. Students 

created pieces of art using symbols to represent a range of different 

landforms and animals that are native to Australia. Check out the 

photos to see the students hard at work! 



 

 

Year 2 

In Reading, we have been learning to identify the text structure of a poem. Students have been looking at the rhyme, 

rhythm and repetition within a poem and investigating sound devices in poetry (alliteration and tongue twisters). We 

have also been revising different reading strategies such as making inferences and thinking deeply about the texts 

we are reading.  

 

In Writing sessions, students have been learning how to draft a 

poem following a text structure, for example, a number followed 

by an adjective, noun, verb and rhyme: One woolly wombat 

sunning by the sea. Students have edited and revised their poems, 

ensuring that they had each part of the sentence structure in each 

line of their animal/creature poems. 

 

During Maths, students have been revising 2D and 3D shapes by 

drawing shapes and identifying how many vertices (corners), 

edges and faces a variety of shapes have. Students created robot 

pictures using 2D shapes and labelled the shapes they used along with how many edges and 

vertices their shapes were made up of. Using Geoboards and rubber bands, students had fun creating shapes and 

challenging themselves to make more complex ones as their confidence grew. They also developed their knowledge 

of how to identify lines of symmetry in the environment; drawing the other half of an image to make both pieces 

symmetrical. We finished the week creating 3D shape monsters. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle School 

Year 3 
The Year 3s have had an amazing start to Term 3. We have started our exciting new Literacy unit where we are 

focusing on poetry. In Writing, we really enjoyed beginning the unit by creating a variety of Writer’s Notebook 

entries. Firstly, we went on an adventure outside to take artistic photos to create a picture collage. We then listened 

to some tranquil forest sounds and wrote all about our favourite season. We loved bringing in a special item from 

home to write about too! In Reading, we have begun looking at a variety of poems and identifying poetic devices. 

We investigated how rhythm is made up by the syllables of the words and how this creates the poem’s beat. We 

began identifying how rhyming words are used and where they are placed. Next week we will continue with 

analysing a variety of poems and we will even begin writing our own! 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Maths we have started our patterns and algebra topic. We began the topic with a super exciting activity of 

cracking codes! Once the problems had been solved it revealed a secret message to go to the library where once 

there each student received a chocolate treat. We then worked in small groups to solve some shape patterns and 

had to identify what was being added and finish the pattern. We moved on to solving worded problems using the 

rule of a number pattern to assist us and even created our own. We cannot wait to use our knowledge of number 

and place value to move onto function machines next week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

In Year 4, students have made a fabulous start to Term 3, beginning a new, exciting Literacy unit about poetry. Last 

term we discovered that most Year 4 students believed that poems were texts that rhymed, so we have started by 

exploring a range of non rhyming texts. 

In Reading, we have read some odes and free verse poems, focusing on how author’s use poetry to communicate 

feelings, images and ideas. We have started to notice lots of figurative language such as similes and metaphors and 

will explore these in more depth in the coming weeks. 

In Writing, we have been writing non rhyming poems such as emotion poems. Students have blown us away with the 

thoughtful way they have approached poetry, and the imagery they used to express positive and negative emotions. 

Stay tuned for more amazing poetry this term! 



 

 

Love 
 

Love is the colour of a crackling red fire 
 

Love tastes like a hot cup of cocoa 
 

Love smells like a batch of freshly baked cookies 
 

Love looks like family and friends 
 

Love sounds like the spirit of above 
 

Love feels like a family 
 

-Mia 

Hate 
 

Hate is a deep crimson red, the colour of red ink 
 

It tastes like blood from a fresh cut, slightly bitter and 
metallic 

 
Hate smells like burnt wood, coming from a campfire 

 
It looks like a raging fire that has gone out of control 

 
Hate sounds like heavy pouring rain with thunder and 

lightning roaring in the night sky 
 

It feels like a solid wall, acting like a barrier. It traps you 
inside an empty room with your voices echoing through 

your head 
 

-Sui Te 

Maliciousness 
 

Maliciousness is black, the symbol of hatred 
 

Maliciousness tastes like bitter kale 
 

Maliciousness smells like people cooking up cruel 
plans 

 
Maliciousness looks like people bullying others (SO 

DON’T!) 
 

Maliciousness sounds like lots of yelling and arguing 
 

Maliciousness feels like you're going to have the 
WORST day ever! 

 
-Scarlett 

Joy 
 

Joy is like a yellow sun, 
 

Joy tastes like a refreshing fruit. 
 

Joy smells like a swimming pool, 
 

Joy looks like a crowd when your team scores. 
 

Joy sounds like an ocean with waves, 
 

Joy feels like when you are touching something ancient. 
 

-Tyler 

In Maths we have started the term by revising place value, focusing on renaming numbers and solving problems 

involving odd and even numbers. Next week we will be learning about fractions. We will be focusing on fractions of 

collections (for example 3 quarters of 8 pencils) and equivalent fractions (for example 1/2 can be expressed at 2/4 or 

3/6.) You can support your child at home by talking about fractions we use in everyday life; for example when 

sharing or cooking. 



 

 

 

Senior School 

Year 5 

Our Year 5 students have begun Term 3 well rested and ready to learn. This week we continued with our Poetry unit 

by exploring Odes. We considered the purpose and structure and brainstormed a range of topics we could write 

about from Chicken Nuggets to our families! Here are some for you to enjoy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have continued to read and analyse a range of poetry by considering elements such as structure, meaning, 

imagery and language. Students have done a fantastic job of thinking about why poets write and the techniques they 

use to affect their reader.  

Oh Dad,  

You are the hardest worker of all. 

You are as funny as a clown. 

Your smile is a rainbow, always happy. 

My heart dances when I see your face. 

Oh Dad, how I adore you. 
 

By Mang Dim 

Oh Lola 

You are the cutest dog of all. 

Your fur is as soft as a cloud. 

You are a loud machine. 

When I see you my heart dances. 

Oh Lola, How I adore you. 
 

By Ella  

Oh creme fraiche pizza, 

You are the yummiest fast food of all. 

As soft as cotton candy. 

An angel in my mouth. 

My tastebuds jump with joy. 

as you touch my tongue. 

Oh creme fraiche pizza, how I adore you! 

 

By Rishabh 

Oh Covid 

You are the nastiest virus of them all. 

As deadly as poison. 

You are the apocalypse. 

Jumping from person to person. 

Oh Covid, how I despise you! 

 

By Charlie 

 



 

 

We were also super excited to celebrate our Super Speak Public Speaking sessions with our final “Parent and 

Friends” session this week. Our students were amazing as they stood in front of their audience with pride and 

enthusiasm to showcase what they had learned. A huge congratulations to all as they overcame their fears and 

concerns to present personal stories, persuasive speeches and their ideas on impromptu topics.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In Maths we have been playing lots of fun games to develop and practise mathematical and critical thinking. One of 
our favourites is Strike. We have also enjoyed playing Golf! Yes, these are maths games! Why not challenge your 
child to a game! We have finalised a unit on data representation by collecting data and creating tallies, tables and 
double dot plots. We had fun collecting data on how many jumping jacks or sit ups we could do in a minute and then 
displayed this on a double dot plot.  

In Humanities this term we will explore History by investigating Australia’s Colonisation from 1788 - 1901, with a 

focus on the Victorian Gold Rush, which will culminate in our Year 5 camp to Sovereign Hill in September. Consent 

and payment for this event will soon be open on Compass and we will send home further information as well.  

Year 6 

History 

This term in History we are studying Australia as a Nation. Students will learn about Federation, democracy and 

migration. The unit will cover the following key questions: 

·         What do we know about the lives of people in Australia’s colonial past and how do we know? 

·         How did an Australian colony develop over time and why? 

·         How did colonial settlement change the environment? 

·         What were the significant events and who were the significant people that shaped Australian colonies? 

·         Who were the people who came to Australia? Why did they come? 

·         What contribution have significant individuals and groups made to the development of Australian society? 

Digital Technologies 

In Digital Technologies this term, we will explore digital components and robots. Students will explore and examine a 

range of input and output devices of specific digital systems, how the internet works and how we control physical 

systems. 

After the theory, students will work in teams of two or three constructing a robot – mBot. Students will carefully 

follow a set of instructions to assemble their mBot. Following on from this, students will work collaboratively, 



 

 

learning to program and code the mBot and develop courses and instructions to follow, including following lines, 

avoiding obstacles, etc. 

Canberra Tour 

Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions with the borders being closed, we are unable to proceed with our scheduled 

Canberra Tour in Week Two. We are extremely disappointed for the students and we will endeavour to find 

alternative dates and/or provide students with a camp experience this year. 

Please contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions. 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application deadline extended 

Schools now have until 13 August to submit CSEF applications 

To support schools through COVID-19 restrictions, the Department has extended the deadline for schools 

to submit Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) applications to Friday 13 August. 

This means schools do not have to submit CSEF application forms to the Department through the CSEF 

system before the end of Term 2, as previously communicated. 

The CSEF helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

Families with a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health 

Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, as well as temporary foster parents, are eligible to apply. There is 

also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

The means-tested concession cards must be valid on either: 

• the first day of Term 1 (Wednesday 27 January 2021) 
• the first day of Term 2 (Monday 19 April 2021) 
• the first day of Term 3 (Monday 12 July 2021). 

OSHC News 

Afternoon Tea Survey 

Thank you for taking the time to complete our survey regarding the OSHC afternoon tea routine and for providing 

some great suggestions for healthy afternoon tea snacks.  

The feedback we received indicated most families would like their children to eat afternoon tea by 4.30pm. 

We also surveyed the children asking if they would like to continue our existing afternoon routine of eating 

altogether on arrival at after school care or if they would like to choose when to eat. 

https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/sites/i/Pages/school.aspx#/app/news/detail/4573/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility


 

 

Quite a few children indicated they would like to choose when they eat so; we will 

trial a progressive afternoon tea this term.  Afternoon tea snacks will be available 

until 4.30pm and then a bowl of seasonal fruit will be available for children 

wishing to eat after this time.  

We will review the new routine at the end of the term.  You can check out our 

weekly menu on the OSHC notice board.  Suggestions are always welcome! 

Adopt a Koala Fundraiser 

During Term One 2021, Lara suggested planning a fundraising activity.  We 

brainstormed ideas and came up with the plan to raise money to adopt a 

koala.  During the next few months, many of the children helped to create home 

crafted goods to sell to their families.  In the last week of Term Two, they set up 

their shop and were thrilled with the support from our families.  

Dear Families, 

Thank you for helping us to 
raise money to adopt a 
koala.  We sold all the lavender 
bags, koala biscuits and koala 
cards. We made and raised 
$167.00. 

Thank you so much. 

Hermoine and Marlena 

(On behalf of the OSHC children and educators)  

Absences from OSHC 

If your child/children will not be attending before or after school care, please call or text the OSHC mobile phone as 
soon as possible to let us know.   

The OSHC mobile number is 0439 345 134 

OSHC Fee Increase 
Just a reminder that OSHC fees increased from the start of Term Three. 

• Permanent Before School Care fee - $16.00 

• Casual Before School Care fee - $ 18.00 

• Permanent After School Care fee - $21.00 

• Casual After School Care fee - $23.00 

• Curriculum Day (In House) fee - $59.00 

• Curriculum Day (Excursion) fee - $69.00 

 New Educator 

We would like to welcome Brooke Gales to our educator team.  Brooke will be working in after school care on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and occasional before school care sessions. 

 OSHC Educator Team 



 

 

 

 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Ruskin Park Primary School is excited to be 

participating.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 

reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set 

number of books by 17 September 2021. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 

teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 

Premier and former Premiers. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

Garden Club 

Every week at Garden Club I am amazed at the wonder 

and awe demonstrated by the children as they dig and 

discover things that wriggle, squirm and scamper 

through the garden.  I rediscover many wonders with 

them as we work up in the veggie patch, and this is 

what drives me to continue adding to our garden.  

To expand our understanding of how we can facilitate 

an Edible Forest Garden as part of Garden Club, parent 

garden club volunteers Rachel, Anna, Sarah, Dushy 

and I had an excursion to the Edible Forest Garden at 

Dixon's Creek.  We had an opportunity to taste some 

of the leaves, fruit & flowers which may be suitable for 

our garden! To see the plants with 5 years growth on 

them gave us a great idea of how these plants can 

enhance our Garden Club.  We brought:   

- Cape gooseberry (edible berries) 

- Large leaf Calla Lily (edible tuber)  

- Aniseed hyssop (edible leaves) 

- Red choke berry tree (edible berries) 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 

 

- Yellow daylily (edible flowers) 

which we planted in Garden Club with the help of Maddie's grandparents, Doug and Therese! 

The amount of work the children have done in the Garden Club garden means that the garden beds are almost ready 

to plant with more veggies, and we may be able to begin some more garden design work, in preparation for 

winter/spring planting of more Forest Garden and Bush Tucker plants! 

Looking forward to seeing you at Garden Club, Thursday 1:30-2:30. Please sign in at the office and ensure that your 

working with children check is current. (If it's raining, we usually cancel, so please phone the office and ask if you are 

unsure). 

Pauline and the Garden Club team (Rachel, Anna, Sarah, and Dushy) 

  

Happy Birthday!  

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays: 

Emily Jasmine Gracie Kelly Joel Oakley Marley Mason Jojo 

Abel Lorelei John Jordyn Van Acung Sui Te Jax Zoe 

James Olivia Mary Vruksh Luke 
Savannah 

Louisse 
Sophie Jasper Josie 

Dylan Angus Jacob Christine Noah Cara Evi Zara Daniel 

Sonny Cruz Flip Harrison Akshara Ronan Harper Georgie Amber 

Van Lin Charlie Logan Teagan Sian Mason Maddelyn Lucy Lani 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harper Christina Cungpi Matthew Aiden Matthew Hermione Logan Lucy 

Nant Drew Mackenzie Ridam      


