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Principal’s Report 
House Athletics  

There is great house spirit today as students in Years Three to Six participate in our annual House Athletics. 

Participation is the focus of the day, with students provided the opportunity to rotate through a series of track and 

field events. These include discus, shot put, long jump, triple jump and various running races.  

It was pleasing to see high levels of sportsmanship and also support for peers. Following on from last term’s House 

Cross Country, it was wonderful to see students embracing our new house names. There is so much potential in this 

new house system.  

A big thank you to Mr McDonald, staff and all the parents who assisted on the day. The event would not have been 

possible without you.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

April 
Tuesday 27th  

Thursday 29th  

 

May 
Wednesday 5th  

 

 

Thursday 6th  

 

Tuesday 11th  

 

 

Friday 14th   

Sunday 16th 

 

 

  
Healesville Sanctuary Year 2 

Super Speak commences in Year 5 

 

 
Science Dome Years 5 & 6 

2022 Foundation Information Evening 

@7pm 

Mother’s Day Stall 

 

Toastmasters  commences Year 6 

Zoo Excursion Year 1 

NAPLAN Window Opens 

District Cross Country 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 

 

 

May 
Monday 17th  

Wednesday 19th  

 

Friday 28th 

  

June 
Tuesday 1st  

Thursday 4th  

 

Monday 14th  

Friday 18th  

 

Monday 21st  

 

Wednesday 23rd 

Friday 25th  

 
School Council 

Zoo Excursion Foundation 

 

Curriculum Day 

 

 
Division Cross Country 

5/6 Sport Gala Day 

 

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Reports Live on Compass 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

School Council 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

End of Term Two- 2:30pm dismissal 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANZAC Day 

We recognised the importance of ANZAC Day with a special ceremony in our school gym. Led by the students, and 

attended by Mr John Woolhouse from the Croydon RSL, we listened to emotive poems and a performance by the 

senior choir. The Last Post and Rouse, as well as laying of floral 

tributes were also significant moments. Our students were 

outstanding, demonstrating high levels of respect for what is an 

important time of year.  

Congratulations also to Miss Davies and members of the senior 

choir who represented Ruskin Park PS at the Croydon RSL 

ANZAC Ceremony last Sunday. They were an important part of 

a special service, singing In The Silence by Glen Lehmann and I 

am Australian. Thank you also to our parents who supported 

the choir and attended the service.   

 

Mother’s Day Stall 

The Mother’s Day stall is always a special event with students enjoying the opportunity to go ‘shopping’ and search 

for that perfect gift. This year, the stall will run on Thursday 6 May in the courtyard. If you would like your child to 

purchase a gift please send $5 and a carry bag to school on this day.  

The stall would not be possible without the efforts of our Family and Friends. They have spent many hours preparing 

for the stall and I sincerely thank them for their support.  

 

NAPLAN 

This week, families with students in Years 3 and 5 will have received initial details of the upcoming NAPLAN 

assessments. This year our school will be completing NAPLAN online, with assessments running over two weeks, 

commencing on Tuesday 11 May.  

If parents have any questions, I encourage them to speak with their child’s classroom teacher or myself.    

Parent Helpers 

I am pleased to let you know that we are able to welcome back parent helpers. We truly value your support and 

have missed your involvement onsite as we navigated the pandemic. A reminder that if you are assisting we require 

a Working with Children Check and you must sign in at the office.  



 

 

2022 Foundation Enrolments 

I would like to remind families with children who will be beginning school in 2022 that we are taking enrolments 

now. To assist us with planning, I encourage you to complete your child’s enrolment form and bring it to the office as 

soon as possible. There has been significant interest and a number of forms have already been received.  

We also ask that members of our community assist us by informing any of their neighbours of the enrolment 

procedures and direct them to the office to collect an enrolment form and information pack.   

School tours are available every Wednesday morning commencing at 9:30am. Please call the school on 9723 3886 to 

book a tour.  

There is a 2022 Foundation Parent Information Evening at 7pm on Wednesday 5 May in the Gym.  

Curriculum Day 

Advanced notice that this term’s curriculum day is scheduled for Friday 28 May. On this day students do not attend 

school as staff will be involved in a full day training focusing on our Reading program. OSHC will be running a 

supervision program.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Foundation 
And just like that…it’s Term 2! We are so pleased to see 

everyone settling back in after the holidays and ready 

to learn! Teachers have been spoiled with so many 

smiling faces and such enthusiasm to be back at school 

from our Foundation students!  

During the last week of Term 1, the students were 

learning how to retell stories. We used the story ‘We’re 

Going on a Bear Hunt’ as our practise text. The 

students used several techniques to help retell the 

story such as chanting, making a story map and using 

pictures. Acting out the story was the highlight indeed! 

Students went on a ‘real’ bear hunt through the long, 

wavy grass (garden), through the deep, dark forest (the 

bushes), through the squelchy mud (we took our shoes 

off and went through actual MUD!), through the river 

(we walked through a very cold tub of water), through 

the snow storm (teachers sprayed us with water mist) 

and then into the bear’s cave! 

 

Reading 

 

In Reading, we are exploring what makes a ‘Just Right 

Book’ when students are choosing their own reading 

material. Teachers are supporting students to choose a 

book that interests them, where they can ‘read’ most words and can understand and talk about what is happening in 

the story. We are looking forward to seeing the individual choices and interests of the students so we can stock our 



 

 

classroom libraries with new books to choose from! This term we will be looking at the letter sounds H, B, F, L, J, V, 

W, X,Y and Z and focussing on the reading and spelling of sight words.  

 

Numeracy 

1,2,3,1,2,3,1,2,3…We have been investigating making patterns using movement, objects, shapes and colours in 

Maths. Students are learning that patterns repeat in a sequence. It has been an exciting topic with lots of hands on, 

group work and open-ended learning as we explore various pattern combinations. What patterns can you see 

around your house? Go exploring! Next… get your stop watch out because we will look at duration of time, 

investigate how long it takes to do everyday things such as put our shoes on, walk a lap of the oval, eat lunch, go to 

the library, etc. Then we will explore the differences and similarities between day and night! It’s a jammed packed 

couple of weeks! 

Science 

In Term 2 we will commence our Amazing Animals unit for our Science focus. This is an interesting and exciting unit, 

with a trip to the Zoo as well! We will explore the Zoo on Wednesday 19 May with a tour of animal enclosures and by 

participating in the ‘Wild Explorers’ program the Zoo Keepers will deliver. Students will explore animals’ needs to 

survive, habitat and features. During this unit, we will read and learn facts about many animals, write information 

reports, observe and record our findings.  

As part of our Humanities unit we will explore the celebrations and traditions of some of the cultures in our year 

level. If you are able to offer insights and information about your family’s culture we would be thrilled if you could 

come and talk to the students or bring some items or photos to enhance our unit. Please don’t be shy! 

Volunteers 

We are excited to be able to have volunteers back into our classes to help support 

our reading program. If you are interested in supporting our Foundation students 

by listening to reading, practising sight words and playing some letter/sound 

games, please let us know! Reading support is best suited to the morning, 

between 9-11am Monday - Thursday. As little as 30 minutes a week listening to 

children read can make a valuable impact to the learning outcomes for our 

Foundation students. Helpers require a current Working with Children Check. 

Junior School 

Year 1 

Welcome back! It has been so lovely to see all the students’ smiling faces back in the classroom, and to watch them 

get back into the school routine again.  

As ANZAC day this year is on Sunday, we had our special ANZAC day assembly on Thursday (22nd of April). Thank you 

to all our families who sent in the wonderful flowers that were put together as a floral tribute which was laid under 

the flag during the service. This week, we have been learning about ANZAC day and have been participating in a 

range of activities that demonstrate our understanding.  

In Literacy, we have started to look at Information Texts. Students have been exploring nonfiction books and 

identifying different text features such as a contents page, diagram/graph, index, facts etc. We have been using 

interesting facts learned through our Reader’s Workshop to begin to develop our own information reports on a 

range of topics. If your child brings home a nonfiction reader, see if they can identify the different text features!  

For Maths, students have started to learn about time. They are learning to recognise the features of analogue and 

digital clocks, o’clock times, half past times and events that occur at certain times of the day. At home, you could 



 

 

encourage your child to name the features of analogue and digital clocks, and encourage them to tell various o’clock 

and half past times.  

This week the students have begun exploring the new Science unit “Living Things, Needs and Habitats”. Students are 

already eager and excited to learn about this topic, and have started to share some fantastic facts and knowledge 

about it with their teachers! 

Just a reminder that in Week 4 all Year 1 students will be going on an excursion to the Melbourne Zoo. Payment for 

the excursion is due by Wednesday 5 May.  

Year 2 

Welcome back to Term 2! Students have settled back into the daily routines nicely and have enjoyed reconnecting 

with their peers. 

Literacy 

In Literacy, students have begun our unit of work on Narratives. We introduced narratives by revising the author's 

purpose and intended audience for a selection of texts. Students went on a gallery walk with different types of 

fictional texts identifying hooks and explaining why they were or were not engaging. We also introduced students to 

the SCARE planner, discussing the Setting, Character, Action (problem), Resolution and Ending. 

Maths 

This week we have been locating days and dates in a calendar. Students have looked at when we celebrate different 

holidays and festivals throughout the year and marking them on their own calendars. We played a whole class 

Kahoot game to quiz their knowledge of dates and months of the year. Towards the end of the week we have 

focused on the months of the year; ordering them and matching them to the 

seasons. 

Healesville Excursion 

Next Tuesday 27 April the Year 2s will be going on an excursion to Healesville 

Sanctuary. Please make sure students are on time to school so that we are able to 

depart promptly for the excursion. Students are to wear their school uniform and 

we ask that students bring with them a: 

 School hat 

 Packed lunchbox, including brain food, snack and lunch 

 Water bottle 

 Raincoat (weather dependant) 

These items are to be brought in a small backpack which the student will carry during the excursion. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 

Literacy 

The Year 3s have enjoyed the start to our new 

narrative unit. We have jumped into what the 

purpose of a narrative is and how readers are hooked into the story through careful 

choice of words and phrases. We will be looking at a variety of narrative texts in 

Reading where we will develop a greater knowledge of how a narrative is set up and delivered through characters 

and settings. In Writing, we have explored hooks with students creating their own and also making their very own 

fish with their hook recorded to display in the classroom.  

Numeracy 

The Year 3s have begun the term investigating arrays to start out unit on multiplication and division. We have made 

arrays both with materials and in our books. Students were then able to use these to record a vertical multiplication 

equation. We have been exposing the students to a wide variety of worded problems discussing the important 

details in the problem and how we transfer this information into a multiplication equation. Students also have been 

collating vocabulary for each of the four operations to support their understanding of what some of the worded 

problems are asking.  

Year 4 

Literacy 

In Year 4 we are very excited about our new unit ‘Reading and Writing Informatively.’ We have started this week by 

investigating the different types of informative writing children and adults have access to. Once we got started 

students realised there are all sorts of different informative texts – from information reports and recounts, to the 

news and podcasts, to recipes and instruction manuals. We have started looking at the different layouts of texts and 

next week will learn how to use the contents, index and glossary pages. 

To commemorate ANZAC Day we have started reading informative texts about Gallipoli. On Thursday we read the 

historical narrative “Anzac Biscuits” by Phil Cummings, and then read a procedural text which taught how to make 

Anzac biscuits. Of course, we then had to make them! Students worked together to follow instructions and 

successfully made delicious Anzac biscuits. 

You might like to support your child at home by sharing some of the informative texts you read – you could read the 

school newsletter together, listen to the SquizKids podcast (10 minutes of kid friendly news every day!  The link can 

be found here: https://www.squizkids.com.au) or you could read an instructional manual for a favourite game. 

Numeracy 

In Maths we are learning about multiplication and division. We are learning different strategies to solve timetables 

to 10x10 efficiently and learning to apply this knowledge to challenging real world problems and open ended tasks. 

Next week we will learn about factors and multiples, as well as how to multiply larger numbers by one digit using 

vertical multiplication. The most important part of this unit is ensuring that students can apply what they learn! You 

can support your child at home by investigating everyday uses of multiplication in your lives, for example when 

doubling a recipe or working out how much to buy for your family. 

https://www.squizkids.com.au/


 

 

For extra timetables practise, this website contains some great free resources which will help students to memorise 

the table they are currently practising. https://www.timestables.com/ 

Senior School  

Year 5 

Welcome to Term Two. 

This is going to be yet another very busy term! 

In English our focus will begin with reading and writing persuasive texts. Students will explore the structure and 

techniques of a persuasive argument and look closely at the language features. We will examine a range of different 

text types from stories, speeches and even advertisements and students will write their own persuasive pieces on 

interesting issues. Our Year 5 students will participate in the Super Speak public speaking program from next week. 

This program aims to build students’ confidence when speaking in front of an audience in a fun and creative way by 

teaching a range of skills including voice projection and body positioning. 

In Numeracy we will begin with a revision of multiplication and division before investigating elements of time, 

including reading 12 and 24 hour times and converting between them. A reminder to all to continue to practise times 

tables daily including those of you who know them all – you must practise regularly to maintain your recall! 

Our Humanities unit this term “Community” is based around Civics and Citizenship and explores what it means to be 

a good citizen, including our rights and responsibilities, as well as ways we can work together within a community. 

In Science we will investigate Earth and Space by first looking at the planets and then considering the impact of 

major events such as earthquakes and drought and how they impact the environment. 

Homework this term is a little different and we have taken time to explain this to students. Whilst Reading, Spelling 

and My Numeracy will continue to be handed in each week on a Thursday, students will have two weeks to complete 

a choice activity from the selection listed. We would like to remind everyone that we have allowed two weeks for 

this task and expect that the work produced will reflect this. You will find the homework on Google Classroom, 

Compass and also Class Dojo. 

We look forward to a great term and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to make contact. 

Year 6 

This week our Year Six students visited 

Mooroolbark College for a transition session in 

order to experience high school life. We were 

invited into their new STEAM centre to design and 

build an artificial hand. The students worked 

collaboratively and showed respect to one another 

and their peers from both Rolling Hills PS and 

Manchester PS. All students responded positively 

to the session and were excited to show off their 

hands.  

 

https://www.timestables.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, Year 6 students will be studying Civics & Citizenship, which will include a focus on Government and 

Democracy. 

 We will focus our study around the following key questions: 

 What is democracy in Australia and why is voting in a democracy important? 

 What are the roles and responsibilities of the different levels of government in Australia? 

 How are laws developed and enforced in Australia? 

This is an interesting unit which will require students to adopt a Growth Mindset and think broadly and deeply. 

Several homework items are linked to this unit to help students reinforce the key concepts learned in the classroom. 

The unit concludes with our Canberra Tour which will occur in Term Three. More information will be out soon. 

 



 

 

Year 6 – Year 7 Transition 

Our transition program is now in full swing. 

Many secondary schools are now conducting Open Nights, so I encourage all Year 5 & 6 families to take the 

opportunity to visit; to either begin or finalise their decision making process. 

The Year 6 – 7 transition forms have now been sent home and are due to be returned no later than Friday May 14. 

The Parent Information pack provided is a vital resource with lots of questions answered for you. If you still have 

questions please don’t hesitate to contact myself (Mrs Pratley) or your classroom teacher and we will do our best to 

help you. 

 

ANZAC Day Ceremony at Croydon RSL 
 

On the last Sunday of the school holidays, Ruskin Park Primary 

School Senior Choir had the privilege of performing at the ANZAC 

Day ceremony run by Croydon RSL. We performed two songs, “In 

The Silence” by Glyn Lehman and “I Am Australian” by Bruce 

Woodley and Dobe Newton alongside the Croydon Primary School 

Choir. Our moving rendition of “I Am Australian” featured our 

beautiful soloists Scarlett (4A), Sigourney (5B), Summer (6M) and 

Hannah (4A) and brought a tear to the eye of many present.  

Zara (5B) and Alana (6M) represented us in laying a wreath on 

behalf of Ruskin Park Primary School.  

Thank you very much to all students and parents for being involved 

and coming along on the last day of the school holidays to be part 

of such a special occasion for our community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Garden Club 

Just a reminder that Garden Club is held on a Thursday from 1-30pm. All parents are welcome to attend and enjoy 

some gardening with their child during lunch time. 

Happy Birthday!  

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wyatt Rita Delan Nathan Maeve 

Ada Felix Hezekia Millie Cooper 

Milo Xavier Samuel Sophie Philip 

Lexie Ryan    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


