19 March 2021

Upcoming Dates
March

April

Friday 19th

District Sport Year 5 and 6

Friday 26th

Royal Children’s Hospital Free
Dress Fundraiser
School Council
House Cross Country
School Photo Day

Monday 29th
Tuesday 30th
Wednesday 31st

Monday 19th
Tuesday 20th
Friday 23rd

Term 2 Commences
District Tennis
House Athletics (Yrs. 3-6)

Tuesday 27th
Thursday 29th

Healesville Sanctuary Year 2
Super Speak Commences Year 5

May
April

Wednesday 5th
st

Thursday 1
Friday 2nd

Last Day of Term 1: 2-30pm
Dismissal
Good Friday

Thursday 6th
Tuesday 11th

Science Dome Year 5/6
2022 Foundation Information Evening
Mother’s Day Stall

Friday 14th
Wednesday 19th

Toastmasters Year 6
Year 1 Zoo Excursion
NAPLAN Window Opens
District Cross Country
Foundation Zoo Excursion

Friday 28th

Curriculum Day

Principal’s Report
We were thrilled to be able to welcome parents to last week’s outdoor Assembly. It was the first Assembly for our
Foundation students and they did a wonderful job listening attentively and following routines. In addition to
welcoming our Foundation students, we also spent time discussing Harmony Day and International Women’s Day. It
was wonderful to see so many students wearing orange. Our Year 2 students shared with the school the importance
of belonging and treating each other with respect.
Discussion at previous assemblies led by Ms Young tied in well to International Women’s Day. Last Friday we
discussed this year’s theme, Choose to Challenge, and reinforced that we should aspire to live in a gender equal
world.
When special assemblies occur and weather permits we will look to hold these outdoors so parents can attend.
Density limits currently exist when school events are held with parents and guests. This does prevent us from having
parents attend Assembly in our gym. If the event is held exclusively with students and staff then density limits do not
apply.
At this point, we are hopeful of running Assembly on Friday 26 March outdoors. We will confirm via Compass closer
to the time.
Swimming
You may recall from our last newsletter we were tracking our
girls relay team as they progressed through several stages of
competition. After progressing from District to Division
competitions the girls represented our school at Regional
level, finishing in sixth place. A wonderful achievement.

Evacuation Drill
Earlier this week we conducted our first evacuation drill for the year. Our students and staff did an amazing job,
moving calmly and quickly to the evacuation point. It only took a handful of minutes for the entire school to gather
at our designated meeting point. We hope there is never a need to evacuate in an emergency situation but it is
comforting to know we have procedures in place that work and are well practised.
Royal Children’s Hospital
On Friday 26 March we invite all Ruskin Park students to wear casual clothes in support of The Royal Children’s
Hospital Good Friday Appeal. The cost for wearing casual clothes is a gold coin donation. Families are welcome to
donate more if they would like. Please bring your donation to school on the day and hand it to your child’s classroom
teacher.
Siblings
It may seem early in the year, but we have started the process of planning for 2022. We continue to have high levels
of interest in our school and I expect demand to exceed the number of places we can offer.
If you have a sibling that will be commencing school in 2022, could I please ask you to visit the office and collect an
enrolment form.
Please feel free to come and see me should you have any questions regarding the enrolment process.
Communication
We work hard to ensure open and timely communication with our parents. We are happy to receive messages and
will respond as quickly as possible. It can be difficult for teachers to get to messages during the school day as they
will be working closely with students. With this in mind, if there is an urgent message you need passed on to your
child, for example last minute changes to end of day collection, please contact the office so we can ensure the
message is actioned promptly.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
The Teddy Bear Picnic was a great success. There were so many special moments, smiles and conversations between
the Foundation students and their buddies. Providing opportunities for these great relationships to evolve is so
important and we are very proud of the student`s attitude, care and resilience. Have a look at the photos below to
get a little flavour of the day!
Discussions about Harmony Day are going well. Thank you to those who wore a splash of orange last Friday! This
week we`ve been continuing to discuss how we can be a good friend. There`s a gorgeous story called ‘A Rainbow of
Friends’ that we will be working on with the students to develop our understanding of our similarities and
differences.
Maths
Last week we were focusing on 2D shapes for our Maths work. We`ve been naming, describing, drawing and making
pictures using various shapes. Have a look along our corridor and in the classroom for great examples. We`ve
discussed the basic properties of many shapes such as…a circle, square, triangle, rectangle, hexagon and rhombus.
Pose some questions if you like to your child about shapes with curved and straight edges, ask how many corners,
which shape has 2 long edges and 2 short edges etc.

This week we`ve been looking at measurement, beginning with length. The
students have discussed lots of different words that we can use to help us
describe length such as, long, tall, wide and short. We`ve compared and
ordered lengths and have been using words and phrases such as longer than,
shorter than, long, longer and longest.
Reading
We are seeing enthusiasm and eagerness when selecting and reading the
home readers and with other texts in school. Please ensure that a few
minutes each night is dedicated to reading with your child to support their
learning and return their reader bag with their diary, book and sight word
folder each day. The students have been doing an excellent job of spotting
sight words in our texts this week and describing what`s been happening in
the stories.
Sounds
In March we will be looking at the letter sounds E, R, M, D, G, O and U and
focussing on hearing and recording these sounds in words. Many parents are
saying that they are assisting their child at home with identifying these
sounds and letters too. That`s awesome. We are practising correct handwriting posture, pencil grip and letter
formation of these letters as well.
PMP
PMP continues to be a highlight of the week. We`re already getting into great routines and improving our confidence
and skills. Thank you again to the parents that are assisting us on Monday afternoons. Can we please request that
girls wear socks, not tights, as it is too slippery and also to have their hair tied back for vision. Can you please
continue to encourage them to practise taking shoes, socks and jumpers on and off by themselves at home. Thank
you.

Junior School
Year 1
March 21 is Harmony Day. Harmony Day is where we celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity. In class, we have been
participating in a range of celebratory activities, meaningful discussions related to diversity and what makes us
unique. It was wonderful to see students in a splash of orange at assembly on Friday!

In Literacy, we have been continuing to focus on narratives. We have been working on taking pride in our work,
demonstrating correctly formed, neat writing and focusing on our individual writing goals. Students have been
planning and writing one section of their narrative each day to ensure they are creating interesting and detailed
writing pieces. The planner that students have been using includes the sections OHH - interesting characters, AAH descriptive setting, UHOH - exciting problem and PHEW - fix the problem (solution). Students are beginning to
produce interesting and engaging narratives - Exciting Writing!
In Maths, we are exploring place value. We have been focusing on partitioning numbers and the importance of
grouping in tens. Students have enjoyed creating different numbers using a range of concrete materials. You can
support your child with this concept at home by playing ‘Number Spotter’ - identifying numbers in a real world
context (eg: on letter boxes, road signs, on the microwave, and so on) then ask your child to identify the tens and
ones in that number.
Thank you to those who have brought in their History Projects so far. Please make sure the questionnaire and family
tree are returned by Week 9 (22nd - 26th of March) so the students can create their poster. This is a very important
part of our speaking and listening assessment.
We are continuing our Science unit ‘Changes in Sky and Landscape’. We have been focusing on the occurrence of day
and night, as well as the seasons. Students have enjoyed creating a range of artwork to represent our seasons in
Australia and how night and day change. See our photos of some of the final products.

Year 2
As a Year 2 cohort we enjoyed some team building activities outside. We played games that required students to
listen to each other, follow instructions and encourage each other to try their best. Students loved the hula hoop
game, where you hop in each hoop until you meet the other team member and play rock, paper, scissors to find out
who the winner is and who gets to continue hopping in each hoop.

In Reading, students have been revising some of the reading strategies, such as prior knowledge, making predictions,
visualising and making inferences. When visualising, students worked collaboratively to highlight important words
and created images of what they pictured in their heads; drawing these on sunglasses.
Students have also been logging their reading using their reading logs and starting to think more deeply about their
texts by writing wonderings and thoughts on sticky notes and expanding on them.
Writing
In Writing, students have been focusing on developing their writing skills
by using powerful word choices and varying their sentence length. We
learnt how, by using appropriate word choices and sentence fluency, it
keeps our readers engaged and makes their writing more interesting.
Students learnt what feedback is and why we use it in writing. The Year 2s
regularly participate in Author’s Chair where they share their work and
their peers provide feedback on their writing. Students provide both
positive feedback and areas for improvement which are described as
Stars (positive feedback) and Wishes (constructive feedback). Students
then use this feedback to improve their writing.
Maths
Year 2s have enjoyed participating in measurement activities, focusing on
formal measurement of length. Students estimated how long an object
might be in centimetres and then used a 30cm ruler to measure; ordering
the objects from smallest to largest. We then began discussing area and
how length and area are similar as you must measure from tip to tip with
no overlapping or leaving gaps. Students have begun investigating place
value, revising the different values of each number, eg ones, tens,
hundreds, thousands. We have been using MAB blocks to demonstrate the
value of each number and name the number correctly.

Middle School
Year 3
The Year 3 students have been working extremely hard in all their work over the
past two weeks. We have been working hard on persisting and achieving our
personal best. The students have participated in discussions about Harmony Day
and what it means to them.
Literacy
Students have been exploring various persuasive texts in Reading. We have been
learning about the structure and features of a persuasive text, as well as some of
the persuasive devices an author may use to convince the reader. The students
have been busy attempting their own persuasive pieces, following the correct
structure by including both their argument and some evidence to match. They
also continue to complete a variety of choice writing pieces each week.

Numeracy
The students have been developing a deeper understanding of subtraction strategies and have also been applying
these to money situations. We have had many discussions about how mental math strategies are critical for
everyday life, like when we go to the shops. We have also begun learning about analogue time by making our own
clocks to support our learning. The students have started to learn about time duration and how they can work out
the duration of events.
Digital Learning
Students have begun learning about Google Slides and building their understanding of basic computer navigation
skills. We will be creating a presentation all about Ruskin Park by inserting text boxes, images and videos. This will be
an ongoing project until the end of term. Students have also begun a touch typing competition. They are enjoying
learning about hand position and the most efficient way to type on a keyboard.

Year 4
Literacy
We are loving our fantasy unit in Literacy! Students have been working hard to complete their fantasy texts, focusing
on writing cohesive stories with fantasy elements. We have focused heavily on the prewriting stage, ensuring that
students have planned their stories, developed their characters and considered the kinds of vocabulary they will use.
It has been very exciting to hear them share their stories about dragons, phoenixes, witches and wizards! We have
also been reading fantasy stories, including ‘How to Train Your Dragon,’ and using these as mentor texts to improve
our writing skills. We have focused on the interesting vocabulary the author uses and how they describe fantasy
settings and creatures. In Reading we are focusing on developing our understanding of plot, character and themes.
Numeracy
In Maths, we are learning all about shape and area! At Year 4 level, this mostly involves looking at compound shapes;
that is shapes that are created by combining different shapes together. We are also learning to measure the area of
irregular and compound shapes. It is amazing to learn that there are many different shapes which can have the same
area.
Science and Humanities
In Science, we have been learning about plant life cycles, including the pollination process and seed dispersal.

Senior School
A reminder that lots of tours and Open Nights are already occurring and now is a great time to start thinking about
your choices for Secondary School.
The commencement of the Interrelate program saw a range of emotions from
excitement to nervousness. Again this program was handled expertly with
students thinking about how to show respect to themselves, others and their
environment.

Year 5
Our Year 5 students are continuing to work very hard in all areas. They are
continuing to explore narrative stories, focusing on experimenting with
different sentence structures including compound, complex and simple
sentences. We have been using digital technologies to think about prefixes in
spelling.

In Numeracy, we have explored Area and Perimeter and used our knowledge to plan a Zoo; including exhibits, cafes,
parks and even toilets!

As part of our transition program, we visited Yarra Hills Secondary College to spend the day as a Secondary School
student. We went on a tour and then had a go at some classes. The classes were Drama, STEAM, Humanities and
Health. Here are some comments from the students.

Year 6
In Numeracy, we are coming to the end of our unit on Number and Place
Value.
Last week, students were involved in a variety of learning tasks, exploring
order of operations, using indices and brackets. We were impressed with the
students’ ability to persist with challenging tasks.
Students have also been exploring triangular numbers and index notation.
We remind all students to regularly revise their times tables. Each student has
a specific focus for a week and they are tested when the student believes they
have mastered the specific times table.
In Writing, students have been busy developing their skills in narrative writing.
We have been impressed with the students’ development of skills across the
board, including improved use of dialogue, rich language, figurative language and complex sentences. Students have
been regularly conferencing with their classroom teacher, with a specific focus on a writing goal.
On Wednesday 17 March, Year 6 students travelled to Melba College to experience a day in the life of a Secondary
School student.
Students were involved in a range of engaging new experiences unique to secondary school including STEM, Food
Studies, Japanese, Performing Arts, and Sport.
It was an enjoyable and informative day for our Year 6students, as they learnt much about the daily life of a
secondary school student.

eSmart
Ruskin Park Primary School is an eSmart school. The eSmart initiative focuses on keeping children safe from bullying,
cyber bullying and violence. At Ruskin Park, we implement the framework ‘The 5 Ps for a Positive Digital Footprint’
and teach our students to understand positive online behaviours and how to protect themselves and their personal
information online.
Below is some information about what eSmart activities we have been focusing on throughout the school this year
so far!
1/2
The Year 1 and 2 students have been focusing on what kind of personal information we need to keep safe when we
are online. We have watched a number of ‘Hector’s World’ episodes, discussed learning and brainstormed a number
of different ways we can protect our personal information.
3/4
The Year 3 and 4 students have been busy refreshing their understanding of what the 5 Ps are. We discussed how to
be digital citizens and being responsible in the online environment. This involved discussing different forms of
technology, communication methods and safety in these environments.
5/6
The Year 5 and 6 students have been busy working through the eSmart Digital Licence. The eSmart Digital Licence is
an online cyber safety program teaching students critical digital skills to be smart, safe and responsible when online.
Students are involved in hands-on activities in the classroom, developing the use of responsible and safe interactions
online. These are followed up with a digital quiz on each unit. Some of the units include: Protecting Privacy,
Searching & Researching and Communicating Safely Online.
As a part of our eSmart program, we have developed Digital Technology user agreements. These agreements go
through the Ruskin Park rules and expectations that students need to follow when using digital devices at school.
Please make sure you have read the user agreement on Compass with your child and have pressed consent.

OSHC News
This term we introduced a new afternoon tea snack, Deconstructed Nachos. The
children enjoyed choosing their ingredients from black-beans, sweetcorn, avocado,
tomato, salsa, and mango chutney to have with their tortilla chips or toasted
mountain bread triangles! What else would you include in such a feast?
We have been skipping ‘till we’ve almost worn holes in our soles!’
The skipping ropes have had a great workout from the children, educators and
parents showing us their skills and sharing skipping rhymes. The skills the children
learned were phenomenal! Quickly picking up how to run in and out, creating their
personal best, super-fast pepper, and doing actions to rhymes. Some children even
wrote their own rhymes! Can you remember rhymes from your childhood? Please
share with us if you do!
We have marvelled at our Spiny Leaf Stick Insects
shedding their skins, and watched our guinea pig
friends slurp parsley like spaghetti!
Our “Mysteries of Nature” table is gathering items of
interest observed and found by the children and OSHC educators, giving a point of
conversation and inspiring wonder and awe.
One special item is our Bunya Pine Cone. We have learnt some interesting facts
about the Bunya Tree
 The cones can weigh up to 10 kilos,
 Bunya Pine is about 200 million years old and dinosaurs may have eaten the Bunya Pine Cones
 The cones can contain up to 100 nuts.
 Bunya nuts were an important food source for Aboriginal people in Queensland and northern New South
Wales.
If you find a ‘mystery of nature’ you would like to share, please add it to our table!
The children were calm and listened well during our recent emergency evacuation drills in before and after school
care.
Keep your eyes and ears open for information about a fundraiser the Year 5 & 6 students are instigating. TEMPTER:
The children have been creating something soft and fragrant for something furry and in need of our help…
hmmmm,..wonder what it could be?
OSHC Educator Team

Garden Club News
Yes! Ruskin Park Primary School has a Garden Club! We have been around for about 7 years, and we are still going
strong. Thursday lunch times Rachael, Anna and I head up to the Veggie patch and prepare for the eager children
wanting to dig, water, plant, harvest, collect seeds and plant! It was only the last couple of weeks of last year where
we were able to come in and plant out a garden bed. The veggie patch was certainly looking pretty forlorn. But the
sunflowers we planted in that short window of opportunity are blooming at the moment, reminding us of how
quickly we can turn something from ‘Blah’ to ‘Hurrah!’

Why do we do it? Come up and see. The children who wander up to see us love ‘doing’ and sharing with us things
they have found in the garden. It could be beetle larvae they have dug up, stink beetles giving piggy backs, or even
the ‘fairies’ blowing from the artichoke that has gone to seed.
We are a volunteer run ‘club’ which is open to all students at Ruskin Park on a Thursday at 1:40-2:30pm; the lunch
break. We would love to see some more parents and carers up in the veggie patch with us sharing ideas and
spreading the joy.
All you need is a current Working With Children Check, and the desire to spend time in the veggie patch with a range
of wonderful children. If you are interested, please contact me, Pauline, on marigold3136@gmail.com to let me
know you are interested, then on the day sign in at the office and wander up to the Garden Club. (Covid restrictions
permitting).
Looking forward to seeing you in the patch.
Pauline, Rachael & Anna.

Family and Friends
The arrival of the Easter Bunny is getting closer….
If at all possible could we please ask families to send
along a donation for the Easter Raffle. This could be
chocolate eggs or any Easter item suitable to be part of
a hamper.
Raffle tickets have been sent home and we seek your
support in selling these. They are $1.00 each. We need the returned portion completed with a clearly written name,
year and phone number please so that we can get your prize to you if you win. Yum! Please also include the money
for the sold tickets.

Happy Birthday!
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays

Koby

Lily

Aiden

Grace

Joel

Connor

Jake

Elizabeth

Bridget

Layla

Lara

Charlee

