
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 February 2021 



 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 
It was wonderful to visit each classroom last Thursday and welcome all our students back to school.  

The beginning of a new school year always brings great anticipation and excitement. For our returning students, it is 

a chance to share holiday experiences with friends and for our Foundation students it signifies the start of a new 

chapter in their education. It has been an incredibly positive start with students settling well into their new classes.  

COVID Restrictions 

I am sure we are all hoping for a productive and uninterrupted year. As advised through Compass last week, 

arrangements for the start of the year are similar to those that were in place at the end of 2020. Classrooms will be 

open from 8:50am for students to enter and prepare for the day. Could we please continue to ask for your support in 

ensuring your child does not arrive at school before 8:45am. Anyone needing supervision prior to this time is 

welcome to book a place at our Before School Care program.    

  

Parents are permitted on school grounds. Please remember to bring your mask and wear it when 1.5 metres physical 

distancing cannot be maintained and as per current restrictions, when you enter any building. Thank you to parents 

for supporting us and assisting in keeping everyone safe.   

Staffing for 2021 

Classroom Teachers: 

Foundation: Sue Dickinson, Ashleigh Doensen, Katrina Tozer 

Year 1: Jamie-Lee Campion, Rochelle Jinks, Aimee Jones, Amy Rudge 

Year 2: Nicole Cochrane, Helen Edwards, Kate Holly 

Year 3: Caitlin Budge, Liz O’Halloran, Katie Page 

Year 4: Brendan Alexander, Jennifer Clarke 

Year 5: Emma Bednarz, Nina Pratley 

Year 6: Ben Coffin, Molly Marshall, Ella O’Loughlin 

 

Upcoming Dates 

February 
Monday 8th 

Tuesday 9th  

Wednesday 10th  

 

Friday 12th  

Monday 15th  

 

Monday 22nd  

 

Wednesday 24th  

  
Waste Incursion Year 6 

Waste Incursion Year 6 

P/T Interview Bookings Open 

(Compass) 

School Council Nominations Close 

District Swimming 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews  

3-45pm to 8-00pm 

Parent Teacher Interviews  

3-45pm to 5-00pm 

 

March 
Monday 1st  

 

 

Monday 8th  

Tuesday 9th  

 

Wednesday 17th  

Friday 19th  

 

Monday 29th  

Wednesday 31st 

April 
Thursday 1st  

 

Friday 2nd  

 
Division Swimming 

School Council 

 

Labour Day  

Interrelate Year 5 commences 

 

Melba Taster Year 6 

District Sport Year 5 and 6 

 

School Council 

School Photo Day 

 
Last Day of First Term 1: 2-30pm 

Dismissal 

Good Friday 



 

 

Support Education/Tutor Program: Simone Barden, Julie Donaldson, Sarah Poynter, Amy Matthews 
 

Specialist staff: 

Greg Brown (Japanese), Kizzy Davies (Music), Melissa Reid (Art), Lachlan McDonald (Phys Ed) 
 

Education Support Staff: 

Carol Beach, Jane Burrows, Anne Campbell, Tracy Cant, Sharyn Carroll, Jo Charles, Tess Evenden, Melanie Horner 
 

Office/Administration: 

Andrew Moore (Principal), Shannon Young (Assistant Principal) Jennifer Humphris (Business Manager), Deb Brown, 

Vicki Rimmer 

 

Information Nights and Parent / Teacher Interviews 

This year density limits when parents / visitors are in classrooms will prevent us from conducting our traditional 

Information Evenings. Instead, we are planning to provide an online recording. This will then be followed by 

Parent/Teacher interviews. We hope after both of these events parents will have a detailed understanding of the 

year ahead and also how their child has settled.  

  

Parent / Teacher Interviews are scheduled for Monday 22 February (3:45pm-8pm) and Wednesday 24 February 

(3:45pm-5pm). Bookings will open on Compass at 11:00am on Wednesday 10 February and close at 3pm on Friday 

19 February. At this point interviews will be conducted onsite and not via Webex.  

 

Building Update 

As you would most likely be aware, we have been allocated approximately $11 million for upgrades to our school. I 

will endeavour to keep families updated as the year progresses. At this point, with the support of the Department, 

architects have been appointed and initial meetings have taken place. While there is quite a tight timeline, the 

process is lengthy which is understandable given the size of the funds involved. The majority of 2021 will be for 

planning with works potentially commencing towards the end of the year. From the information I have so far, there 

will be no impact on student learning while construction occurs.  

It is an exciting time and new facilities will further enhance the amazing work of our staff and students.  

School Council 

Earlier this week we commenced the process of forming our 2021 School Council. If you are interested in finding out 

more please check the news update on Compass. Alternatively feel free to make contact and I can discuss the 

process with you.  

I would like to express my sincere thanks to our 2020 School Council members. Your efforts in a challenging year are 

greatly appreciated and valued.  To our retiring councillors, Deepesh Edappara, Sam Daly, Jodie Gerritson and Sarah 

Szubanski thank you for your involvement and strong contribution.  

In particular, I feel it important to acknowledge Sam and Jodie who have been outstanding members of School 

Council for an extended period of time.  We are truly appreciative of your efforts. 

School Banking 

As you may be aware, last year the Department announced that school banking programs are no longer able to 

continue. As our banking program concludes I would like to thank all of the parents who have assisted in counting 

and banking our students’ deposits over a number of years. In particular, Alison Derry and Karen Kimpton who have 

been long time leaders of the program at Ruskin Park. Thank you! 

Twilight Sports 

In Term 1 we would usually conduct our Twilight Sports. Unfortunately given the size of the event, hygiene 

guidelines, the need for social distancing and keeping a register of those who attend, we have decided the best and 



 

 

safest option is to postpone this event until later in the year (most likely Term 4). We would also be limited as some 

of our usual activities would not be able to run. We will let you know of the new date once it’s confirmed.  

Annual Parent Permissions 

Could we please ask parents to log on to Compass and complete our annual permissions. These include use of 

student photographs and local excursions. For example, offsite evacuations.  

Privacy Reminder 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions 

or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.  

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, which is available on Compass.  

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund Applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to 

cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.  

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans 

Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner 

Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be 

eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum 

seeker and refugee families.  

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to 

use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, 

unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.  

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9723 3886 and ask for an application 

form.   

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of 

Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.  

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the office as soon as possible.  

Best wishes for the year ahead. 

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Assistant Principal’s Report 
Resilience is something we talk about a lot at Ruskin Park along with the power of…yet! Over the holidays I was able 

to listen to and watch how my own children and nieces and nephews interacted and reacted to the various 

challenges of the days whilst away. It was fascinating to watch how each child, from the ages of 4-11 handled 

setbacks. For some, when things didn’t go their way it was like water off a duck’s back. They picked themselves up 

and just got on with it. For others, it was like the world ended and it could have lasted for 5 minutes or in the odd 

case, half an hour.  Sounds pretty normal for all the kids; and probably adults in our lives doesn’t it.  Next week at 

assembly we will talk about resilience, what it looks and sounds like and how we can change our mindset to be more 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx


 

 

resilient. We will be watching the following video which I thought I would pass on in case parents wanted to follow 

up at home. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vybfGZPTEYY 

I hope everyone has a wonderful fortnight. 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 

Foundation 
 
Welcome! 

 

What a fabulous start to the school year for our Foundation 

students! We are thrilled with the level of enthusiasm and 

engagement from the students at this early stage. The students 

start the day with a play to help build friendships and a sense 

of belonging to the school environment. Thank you to all the 

parents who are helping their child build independence by 

encouraging them to carry in and hang up their own bag, put 

their belongings away and saying a quick goodbye. This is 

working really well and gives the children a positive start to 

their day.  

 

Students have been settling in with ease and we have been delighted to see their personalities shining. Lots is 

happening on the social front with new friendships being formed and old ones reunited. Students are quickly 

learning school routines such as putting their hand up to talk, lining up and completing activities about letters and  

numbers. We have been counting the numbers of days we have been at school and sharing what we know about 

numbers in Maths lessons. The three playgrounds have been a hit with students excitedly exploring our play spaces 

and basketball areas. In February we will be looking at the letter sounds S, A, T, P, I, and N and focussing on numbers 

to 10. 

 

Foundation Specialist Timetable 

 

Specialist PE Art Japanese Music 

Foundation D Friday Friday Monday  

Semester Two Foundation A Friday Wednesday Friday 

Foundation T Monday Friday Friday 
 

Students have now had the opportunity to experience each specialist 

class. In Art students discussed and represented their families through 

drawing. In P.E. students played running games and practised catching 

with beanbags. In Japanese students learned to count to 5 and sing 

Japanese counting songs. A great introduction to our Specialist classes 

at Ruskin Park. 

 

 

Library Bags 

We will be heading to the Library in the next few weeks so please 

ensure your child has a named library bag so they can borrow a book 

each week.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vybfGZPTEYY


 

 

Library days are as follows: 

Foundation D – Tuesday 

Foundation A – Wednesday 

Foundation T – Thursday 

 

Please return your child’s library book and bag each week so they may 

continue to borrow.  

 

Class Dojo 

Class Dojo is a platform where we can communicate and acknowledge 

your child’s achievements and milestones with you quickly and easily. 

We will sometimes use Class Dojo to message you reminders, 

information and updates about things that are happening at school or 

in the classroom. Your child’s log in and QR code were sent home on 

Monday in the red book bag. If you have not downloaded the app and logged in, please do so ASAP. 

 

School Times 

School times are now 9.00am to 3.30pm. The Foundation teachers will open the doors at 8.50am for students to 

start entering the building, put their belongings away and settle at an activity. Please ensure you arrive promptly for 

drop off and pick up times as the children can get anxious if you are late. It is important to set safe routines when 

arriving and leaving school, so please remind your child to walk on the paths and not through the car park and to use 

the crossing to safely cross the road.  

 

Wednesdays in February 

Just a reminder that there is no school for the Foundation students on Wednesdays in February except for their 

special one on one time with their teacher. They don't need to be in their uniform. Each session will be held in the 

classroom and should take approximately one hour. Parents are welcome to get a coffee or go for a walk while they 

wait.  

 

PMP HELPERS NEEDED PLEASE! 

Perceptual Motor Program will run on Monday afternoons between 2.30pm and 

3.30pm. PMP is a movement-based program which helps younger students 

improve their eye/hand and eye/foot coordination, fitness, balance, locomotion 

and eye-tracking skills. Based at the school, the program uses a variety of 

equipment and focuses on engaging the students in semi-intensive activities. We 

rely on the assistance of volunteer parents for these sessions. Please let us know 

if you can help us run this program.  

 

School uniform Please ensure your child comes in school uniform each day, this includes no makeup or jewellery 

(except sleepers or stud earrings).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Junior School 
Year 1: 

We have had a wonderful start to the year. We are delighted with how the students have settled into Year 1 and it is 

evident that they are engaged and ready to learn. It has been fantastic getting to know our students and hearing 

about all they did on their holidays. 

Just a reminder that students in Year 1 have a special break during the day that we call our ‘Brain Food Break’. Please 

make sure your child has a small, healthy snack to eat during this time. This snack should be in a small container they 

can keep on their tables until break time and may be a piece of fruit, vegetables, cheese or yoghurt. 

In Literacy, we are focusing on the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop Model. The students are beginning to 

understand what the structure of the workshops looks like, sounds like and feels like. We have begun to record ideas 

in our Writer’s Notebook using memories of the holidays including photos and special items that inspire writing. 

In Maths, we are exploring counting patterns and mathematical vocabulary. We have been identifying one more and 

one less using resources such as 100s charts and number lines. You can support your child at home by practising skip 

counting in everyday contexts, for example counting by 2s to find the number of shoes or socks in a house. 

Don’t forget to check out our amazing display ‘It’s fun to be in Year 1!’ in the windows of the Year 1 area.  

Year 2: 

Literacy 

In Reading and Writing we are focusing on the Workshop Model - mini lesson, independent reading/writing, choice 

time and share time. Students have enjoyed displaying a timer to time how long they can independently read and 

write as we are working on our stamina. Students have been learning about “Just Right Books”, setting up our book 

boxes with books of our choice and how some books can be too easy or hard for us and we need to find the ideal 

book for us, just like Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We have begun visiting the library this week to see all the 

fabulous books we can find. Students were searching for books that interest them to add to their book boxes in the 

classroom and were invited to take home a book if they had their library bag. Students have begun developing their 

Writer’s Notebook to support them in creating ideas for their writing. They are recording ideas about things that 

they love and places that they did and did not go to. 

 

Maths 

In Maths students have been exploring how Maths can be found 

everywhere and in everyday activities. Students explored their classrooms 

with a scavenger hunt and recorded what they saw in the room that related 

to maths, such as shapes, patterns and numbers. Students have been 

introduced to the concept that all students can attain their goals maths, and 

we are not simply born with or without a “maths brain”. Making mistakes 

actually helps our brains grow and is an important part of the learning 

process. We are encouraging students to have a positive attitude to maths, 

keep trying, take their time and explain their understanding and thinking. 

Students then used their growth mindset when practising their skip counting 

patterns through games and 100s Chart Puzzles. They are developing their 

skills in skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s from any number. 

 

 



 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 

What a wonderful start the Year 3’s have had to the year.  

 

So far this term in Literacy, we have begun refreshing our understanding of the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshops. 

We have all enjoyed exploring the classroom libraries, using the new IPICK strategy to choose a ‘Just Right Book’. We 

have begun our writer’s notebook, spending some time creating pages on things we love and our interests.  

 

During Numeracy, we have started our first topic on Number and Place Value. Students are representing 3, 4 and 5-

digit numbers in multiple ways, such as using MAB. This has set us up to be able to begin setting learning goals for 

each student. 

  

Year 4 

The Year 4 students have made a fabulous start to the year! We are 

impressed with how well they remember the structure and expectations of 

lessons, and with their thoughtful contributions to class discussions. 

 

In Literacy we are establishing our Reader’s and Writer’s Workshops. So far 

this has involved revising the structure of each lesson, the roles of the 

student and teacher and identifying student’s strengths (and areas for 

improvement). This work will enable us to concentrate on setting individual 

goals with students over the next 

fortnight, and to revise each of the reading and writing strategies. 

 

In Maths we have started our first unit focusing on Place Value. Most 

students are working on grouping and partitioning numbers to 10,000 and 

matching 4 digit numbers to words. To develop strong conceptual 

understanding of 4 digit numbers we are using number lines, MAB and other 

concrete materials, and teaching students how to play a variety of games 

which reinforce each concept taught. You can support your child at home by 

playing these games with them. Your child can teach you how to play ‘Nasty’ 

(it’s lots of fun!) and you can also play Wishball together by following the link. 

 

https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L867/index.html


 

 

We are very fortunate to have Mrs Poynter teaching Science to both Year 4 classes, and the focus this term will be on 

Biological Science, focusing mostly on the life cycle of plants.  

 

Senior School  

Welcome 

Welcome to the Senior School for 2021! Our Year Five and Six students have settled smoothly into the New Year and 

we have been impressed across the level with their effort and attitude.  

Growth Mindset 

A major focus in the Senior School is the use of a Growth Mindset. Teachers across the level will make regular 

reference to this and model the traits that a person using a Growth Mindset might display. We are extremely pleased 

to see many of our students in the Senior School already adopting a Growth Mindset. 

Some traits of a learner with a Growth Mindset include: embracing a challenge, displaying persistence, learning from 

mistakes, taking risks in their learning, taking aboard peer/teacher feedback and always striving to improve. 

We ask you to reinforce this message at home and to support your child to use a Growth Mindset and approach 

learning with a willingness to take risks and embrace challenges. 

Year Five 

Wow! What an amazing start to Year 5 by all of our students. We are so impressed with the positive effort and 

attitudes displayed by all. 

Year 5s have begun the term productively by engaging thoughtfully in both our Reading and Writing units as we 

explored and consolidated the expectations and routines for the year ahead. 

In Numeracy, we have challenged ourselves to use numbers to investigate facts about ourselves and created number 

clues for others to solve. Take a look at the ones below! 

Our Humanities unit on Health has begun with a role play of different emotional responses to specific scenarios and 

how to read body language. This year we are again running the student Interrelate Health Program so please keep an 

eye on Compass for this event.  

We look forward to working closely with you as we embark on your student’s journey in the Senior School. Should 

you have any questions or queries please don’t hesitate to make contact via Class Dojo or Compass.  

Year Six 

Buddies 

Our excited Year Six students have had the opportunity to meet with their Foundation buddies. Students handed 

over their buddy bags, which were warmly appreciated.    

We are looking forward to working with the Foundation students this year and developing friendly, supportive 

relationships. 

Year Six Waste Incursion 

Next week, our Year Six students will be involved in a waste incursion through the Maroondah Council. 



 

 

This will serve as an introduction into some of the possible leadership opportunities our Year Six students will have 

across the year. Our plan is for students to lead teams across a range of topics, including Sustainability. 

Senior Choir 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited to announce that Senior Choir will be running again this year at no cost and is open to any 

student from Year 3 through to Year 6. We will be rehearsing once per week during Friday lunchtimes in the Gym 

beginning in week 2. All students are welcome to come and try it out during weeks 2 and 3 before making a 

commitment.  

 

RPPS choir aims to teach students the immeasurable skills of singing and working together in a large group across 

multiple age groups. We anticipate Senior Choir will have several performance opportunities throughout the year, 

with past performances including ANZAC and Remembrance Day services and the Maroondah Festival.  It also 

presents a wonderful leadership opportunity for a Year 6 Choir leader who will be voted in by their peers midway 

through Term 1.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biak Si Phu Ra Jack Kate Chloe Felix Jack Alfie Jasper Amelia 

Riana Joshua Jake Lucas Brock Elise Bowie Blake Joshua Charlie 

Hunter Tora Judi David Alexis Samuel Chloe James Luke Zara 

Liam Lachlan Mitchell Henry Joseph Sophie Ali Levi Teaghan Tamara 

Ashvik Ted Johan Emily Lucky Zayden Oliver Nilaa   

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 



 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


