19 February 2021

Upcoming Dates
February
Monday 22nd
Wednesday 24th

March
Parent Teacher Interviews
3-45pm to 8-00pm
Parent Teacher Interviews
3-45pm to 5-00pm

March

Wednesday 17th
Friday 19th

Melba Taster Year 6
District Sport Year 5 and 6

Monday 29th
School Council
Wednesday 31st School Photo Day

April
st

Monday 1

Division Swimming
School Council

Thursday 1st
Friday 2nd

Monday 8th
Tuesday 9th

Last Day of First Term 1: 2-30pm
Dismissal
Good Friday

Labour Day
Interrelate Year 5 commences

Principal’s Report
Thank you to all members of our community for coming together during our recent lockdown. While it is not
something we enjoy doing, I am proud to be part of a community that comes together and supports each other
when required.
Despite the short interruption, our students have settled into the new school year incredibly smoothly. The
classrooms are settled with students working closely with their teachers and peers. Our students are viewing
challenges as learning opportunities and have already been engaged in discussion with teachers to set personal
learning goals. I have taken great delight in visiting our Foundation rooms and seeing such high levels of enthusiasm
and independence. Congratulations to all!
COVID Update
We will aim to keep our community up to date with any announcements through Compass. Please refer to recent
News Feed items so you are familiar with current arrangements at school.
Parent / Teacher Interviews and Information Evenings
This year density limits when parents and visitors are in classrooms will prevent us from running our usual
information evenings. As an alternative, teachers have been working hard to create recordings that will shortly be
available online. Please stay tuned to Compass for how to access these. Parent/Teacher interviews will also be held
next week. We hope after both of these events you will have a detailed understanding of the year ahead and also
how your child has settled.
Annual Parent Permissions
If you haven’t already, please take a moment to complete our annual permissions. These include use of student
photographs and local excursions ie; offsite evacuations.
Calendar Dates
Early in the year we would normally share key dates for all our major events. We are still working to do this however
one thing we have learnt in recent times, is that we need to be flexible and have contingency plans in place. In the
near future we should be able to provide proposed dates for many of this year’s activities.

Home/School Partnership
The partnership between home and school is paramount and something I believe is a real strength of our Ruskin Park
community. Throughout the year we will endeavour to provide opportunities for you to be involved in your child’s
education and also share strategies that you might find valuable at home.
One obvious way you can assist is to support your child with their home reading.
A strategy that parents may find useful at home with young readers relates to the 'Three Ps', Pause, Prompt and
Praise. When reading with young children there is always the temptation to jump in and help them with a word
when they are unsure. That is of course, our role. However, it is important that we pause and allow the child time to
try and decode the word in the first instance. Prompts are extremely useful in this situation and can be as simple as
encouraging them to look at the sound of the first letter in the word, using the illustration or asking them to suggest
some words that may make sense. Please remember to praise any effort they make and be as specific as possible, for
example, 'I like how you tried to break the word into different sounds'. Using this strategy will assist students when
reading unfamiliar words and hopefully also make the home reading experience an enjoyable one. After all, it is
hugely important.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Last year Ruskin Park staff began our school’s journey into understanding and implementing the Respectful
Relationships program which came out of the Royal Commission into Family Violence. Staff undertook professional
learning in understanding the need for the program and the history behind it along with managing disclosures of
family violence. The program is centred around building healthy relationships, resilience and confidence. This year
we will begin implementing the program into classrooms from Foundation to Year 6. The program is prescribed,
written by experts and will be implemented into every government school in Victoria. Below is some background
information on the program.
The Royal Commission into Family Violence identified the critical role that schools and early childhood
education have in creating a culture of respect to change the story of family violence for future generations.
In 2016, respectful relationships education became a core component of the Victorian Curriculum
from foundation to year 12, and is being taught in all government and Catholic schools and many
independent schools.
Everyone in our community deserves to be respected, valued and treated equally. We know that changes
in attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and equality are
embedded in our education settings.
Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our entire community,
from our classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. This approach leads to positive
impacts on student’s academic outcomes, their mental health, classroom behaviour, and relationships
between teachers and students.
Together, we can lead the way in saying yes to respect and equality, and creating genuine and lasting
change so that every child has the opportunity to achieve their full potential.
There is also a large amount of information on the Department of Education website which can be found here:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx

I hope families were able to take the opportunity to discuss last week’s resilience clip with their child/ren. Next week
at assembly we will conduct a similar experiment to the clip below with a few students from across the school having
completed the same task and seeing how they fare. This will give students an idea of what we are talking about in
regards to certain aspects of the Respectful Relationships program.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3Aweo-74kY
Shannon Young
Assistant Principal

Foundation
A massive thank you to all for your support so far in transitioning your child into school life. Students have continued
to learn new routines and are beginning to show a greater understanding of the school environment and school
expectations. We have been learning to work as part of a team, make good learning choices and be kind to others.
Students have learnt to challenge themselves and give things a try, even when feeling unsure about a task.
School Nurse
As you know, our school nurse forms went out a few weeks ago. Can we please ask that all of these forms be
returned to the office or your child’s classroom teacher as soon as possible? If you would prefer your child not to see
the school nurse we ask that you still please return the form but select the option that states that you do not want
your child seen.
Class Dojo
Class Dojo is a platform that allows you as parents to see and be a part of your child’s classroom. It’s great for
communication, viewing photos, class stories and any other important information. The classroom is no longer a
closed door, it’s an open door and having Class Dojo at our school supports that. It helps the teachers work hand in
hand with parents and carers to enable success to happen. If you have not yet downloaded the app and logged in,
please do so ASAP using the QR codes handed out in the previous weeks. If you are having any trouble with this
please contact your child’s teacher.
Literacy
We have been busy doing lots of reading. We have been listening to stories, talking about stories and drawing
pictures about our favourite parts of stories. Students have engaged in an entertaining song entitled ‘I Love to Read’
which we have now made our reading motto to ensure each and every child feels inspired and develops a love for
reading. Next up in Reading we will start looking for the details in pictures to help us understand the words on each
page.

April

Amelia

Andy

We have also been learning to read, write and use the letter names and sounds for Ss, Aa, Tt and Pp. Students have
enjoyed finding these letter sounds in words and stories. They have practised writing them using whiteboards and
making them using playdough. In the coming weeks we will learn to write our names with the correct letter
formation and we will continue to build our letter sound knowledge by looking at the letters Ii and Nn.
Numeracy
In Maths we have focussed on identifying numbers to 10. We have been practising to draw pictures based around
the number we are working on as well as identifying the numbers in tens frames, on number lines, as tally marks and
finding them on hundreds charts. Next up students will be learning to gather data by answering yes and no
questions, interpreting simple charts or graphs
and making simple true and false statements
about data.
Buddies
In the past two weeks we have had the
opportunity to meet and get to know our Year
6 buddies. The students enjoyed receiving a
buddy bag from their buddies and spent time
playing and getting to know their buddies while
exploring their buddy bags. The Year 6 buddies
gave us a pleasant surprise and also came to
visit us out in the playground where we all had
so much fun!
Noah and Lachlan

Alexis and Olivia

Junior School
Year 1:
We have had a little bump in the road in regards to face to face learning. The information and guidelines are
continually changing so please regularly check Compass and Dojo for updates and changes to remote/onsite learning
information.
Thank you to the parents who have already booked a Parent/Teacher
interview. The interviews are scheduled for Monday 22 February from
3:45pm - 8pm and Wednesday 24 February from 3:45 - 5pm. At this
stage, interviews will be face to face, but please keep your eyes peeled
for updated information about this. If you haven’t already booked a
time, please do so via Compass or speak with your child’s teacher to
arrange an alternative time.
In Literacy, we are focusing on narratives. When writing, students are
supported to develop their ideas using their Writer’s Notebook and to
use their ideas to guide their writing. When reading, we are continuing
to develop our independence as readers and our roles within the
Reader’s Workshop. We are building our reading stamina by practising
reading quietly and independently. Text to self connections have been
an explicit reading strategy that we have been focusing on. Students
have enjoyed verbalising, recording and sharing their text to self
connections. Ask your child to create some text to self connections when reading at home. They can use their school
readers or make connections with their favourite books at home.

In Maths, we have continued to focus on number. With the onset of remote learning we have begun investigating
measurement with a focus on length. We will continue to explore length using formal and informal units of
measurement when we return to the classroom. We will use informal units such as unifix, icy pole sticks, match
sticks and MAB blocks to measure familiar objects. We will also make and test predictions.
By using the language of measurement and looking for everyday ways to talk about units and measurement, you can
help support your child's developing mathematical understanding. Please have a look at the link for some great
ideas!
http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=1d763d45-432c-40db-93a6-2fc65837ddf6
Please remember to name all your child’s belongings including containers, library bags, clothing and art smocks.

Year 2:
In Reading, students have been looking at how we use and look after our class library and individual book boxes, to
ensure books and materials are kept in good condition. Students have been working on increasing their reading
stamina whilst reading independently and enjoying partner reading.
During independent reading, students have been jotting down their thoughts onto sticky notes, including any
questions, unknown words, parts they want to remember and any parts they think are important. They have then
worked on expanding their thoughts to think deeper about their texts.
In Writing students have been learning about the writing process and how a piece moves from pre-writing then
through planning, drafting, editing, revising and publishing stages. Students have focussed on the pre-writing stage,
generating ideas in their Writer’s Notebook, then exploring how to develop these ideas into a plan. Students looked
at creating different ideas for a range of genres based on one idea they had in their Writer’s Notebook.
Maths
In Maths students have been focusing on revising odd and even numbers and greater than and less than. Students
enjoyed singing songs and playing games that involved these skills, writing down numbers and identifying whether
the number is odd or even and whether numbers are greater or less than that number. Students have also been
discussing what patterns are and how they can be displayed in different ways such as shapes, colours and numbers.
Students enjoyed exploring patterns in tables and finding a rule, for example if the rule is +2 students ensured they
applied the rule to each number in the table.

Middle School
Year 3
The Year 3s have had a busy two weeks diving into learning more about our Writer’s Notebook. To begin, we all went
outside to spend some time just observing the world around us. We used our senses to describe our observations
and recorded these in our Writer’s Notebook. We have also been creating pages all about settings in stories or places
that are meaningful to us. This week we have begun to look at Narratives. We are diving into the structure and
understanding how the use of a hook can engage the reader.
During Reading sessions, we have begun building our book boxes with Just Right Books and learning to understand
what the purpose of a sticky note is and what is worth keeping. We have also begun reading The Twits by Roald Dahl.
With this text students have begun to explore the different reading strategies and apply these when they are
independently reading.
In Numeracy we have been continuing our learning
about Number and Place Value. We have played
some games to learn how to expand numbers using
our Place Value knowledge of thousands, hundreds,
tens and ones. The students began exploring
number lines and worked to come to an
understanding of how to place numbers on a blank
line and why it may go there. Continuing on we also
have discussed and been able to identify what an
odd and even number is.
We are looking forward to even more learning as
the term progresses.
Year 4
Last week Year 4 students began learning to deepen their comprehension of texts using the reading strategy
‘Activating and Connecting.’ Students learnt to activate their prior knowledge and make meaningful connections
between different texts and their own experiences. Students have continued to work on their choice writing,
developing their understanding of the writing process by planning, drafting, editing, revising and publishing their
work. Over the next two weeks students will learn about other reading strategies, and focus on improving their
author’s voice and word choices.

In Maths we finished our unit on place value last week, with students developing a strong understanding of five digit
numbers. Throughout the year we will continue to revise place value, especially focusing on renaming numbers and
rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. When school resumed on Thursday we started our unit on addition, which
will continue into next week. Our main focus throughout this unit will be on applying different addition strategies to
solve problems, including worded problems.

Senior School
Reminder: Interrelate payment and consent due: Friday 26 February
(If you are paying using CSEF please note that we still require consent online.)
Year 5
Our Year 5 students are now well settled into their daily routines and working hard on individual goals.
We have challenged our thinking in Numeracy to use estimation and the four operations to solve a range of
problems. A big focus has been to discuss the wide range of strategies students use to solve equations and think
about which ones are more efficient.
Try this one at home:
What strategies might you use to solve 7634 + 26 532
Try to think of 5 different strategies you could use.
Which is the most efficient? Why?
In Literacy we are continuing to work on the skills required to engage
in the Reader’s Workshop. We have practised using sticky notes while
we are reading to notice information or ask questions and then
choose those that are worth keeping to write about in our Reader’s
Notebook in order to think deeply about the text.
Students have explored the use of figurative language in their writing by including similes, metaphors and
personification. They first experimented with describing different objects from around the room using
personification before trying to include this in their own work.
Here are some examples:
The texta danced across the whiteboard.
The scissors ate the page.
The mug swallowed the coffee.
We have continued to focus on our Health unit by exploring the
choices and challenges we face in different situations. In Digital
Technologies this week we took a look at our online privacy and
how to keep safe.
We thoroughly enjoyed visiting the Library for the first time and
checked out the new bean bags!

Year 6
Mathematics
In the Year 6 classrooms, students have been digging their teeth into our first unit on Number and Operations.
Students have been involved in various lessons focusing on place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division. Furthermore, some students have explored the use of power and square roots.
One challenge the students thoroughly enjoyed was the ‘4 Fours’ activity. Students could use any operation and only
the number 4, four times to create equations which would equal 1 to 20. It was wonderful to see students using a
Growth Mindset and persisting with this challenge.
Buddies
Our Year 6 students have been busily developing relationships with their Foundation buddies.
Students have been involved in informal and formal buddy sessions, including supporting the Foundation students
on the play equipment and making new friends, to lessons in the classroom where they worked together closely to
identify the importance of teamwork and being a real friend.
We have been extremely impressed with the Year 6 students and the manner in which they have commenced the
Buddies program. The students have shown flexibility and support to the Foundation students and beautiful
friendships are already being developed.
Waste Incursion
In Week Three, our Year 6 students had a
visit from the Maroondah Council.
The focus of these sessions was waste
and how we as a school can improve our
waste management.
Firstly the students were involved in a
hands on waste audit. They eagerly put
on their gloves before investigating the rubbish from the classroom
rubbish bin the previous day. Students then had to identify which
category bin the rubbish should be placed in, e.g. recyclable plastics,
compostable waste food, etc.
Many students were surprised at how many options for waste there
were and identified ways in which we can improve our waste
management at school.
Following the waste audit, students then had a session learning about
packaging
Students will find out the results in the near future and they will be
working together to lead the school to improve its waste
management. Stay tuned.

Summer Sports
Training for the Term 1 Summer Sports Round Robin Day commenced on Friday. All students in Years 5 and 6 will be
involved in training sessions every Friday afternoon, before we play other schools in the Gala event on Friday 19
March.
Sports include Kanga Cricket, Volleyball, Hotshots Tennis and Softball.
A Compass event for payment and permission will go live shortly.

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays

Nithya

Marley

Grace

Jacelle

Joseph

Hannah

Ester

Sebastian

Ollie

Scarlett

Toby

Adah

Owen

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

