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Principal’s Report
Dear Parent and Carers,
As per this week’s Compass update, I am pleased to confirm that with the easing of restrictions we have been able to
allow parents to return onsite. Please see below a summary of the key updates:










Morning drop off: Our morning routine has worked exceptionally well and we would like it to continue
for the remainder of this term. Classroom doors will open by 8:50am which provides students time to
complete their morning routine and be ready for a prompt 9am start. While parents are permitted to
walk their child to the entrance of a building we would ask you to not enter buildings at the start of the
school day. As per previous weeks, students are asked to arrive between 8:45am and 9am and move
directly to their classroom.
End of day collection: The end of day dismissal will return to what it was prior to COVID-19. Students in
Years 1 to 6 will be dismissed from their classroom at 3:30pm. We would encourage you to arrange a
collection point with your child. This could continue to be the oval or a meeting place offsite. Parents are
no longer restricted to waiting on the oval. Foundation classes will continue to use their current
collection points. As it can become busy onsite we do ask parents to wear a mask when on school
grounds.
School drinking fountains can now be used.
We are no longer limited to year level bubbles which means activities such as our buddy program can
resume.
Students can now return to sharing birthday treats if they wish. However, please ensure they are
individually enclosed and commercially wrapped. E.g. no lolly bags mixed at home.
There are still limitations on singing indoors. However, singing Happy Birthday is permitted.
Hygiene will continue to be a focus and there will be a cleaner onsite for the entire school day.

Staffing / Planning for 2021
Our enrolment numbers in 2021 will be similar to this year. Our school structure will be:
Foundation: 3 Classes
Year 1: 4 Classes
Year 2: 3 Classes
Year 3: 3 Classes

Year 4: 2 Classes
Year 5: 2 Classes
Year 6: 3 Classes

Next year we will welcome three new teachers to our school. Katie Page, Amy Rudge and Luke Rowe will be
wonderful additions, bringing a wide range of experiences and interests.

In 2021 Julie Donaldson will return to a part time role, working three days per week as part of our 2021 tutoring
program. I will provide families with further details on the tutor program early in the new year. I would like to thank
Julie for taking on the full time Foundation role for the second half of this year.
We will farewell Rozie McKerrow at the end of the year as she commences maternity leave. Rozie has made a
wonderful contribution to Ruskin Park in recent years and we wish her and Hamish the very best ahead of the arrival
of their new baby.
Parent Opinion Survey
Thank you to all the parents who completed our Parent Opinion Survey.
The results are extremely positive. We received very high endorsement across all areas which is further evidence of
the strong home-school partnerships we are working hard to develop.
While all the results were strong, particular strengths included high expectations for success, school pride and
confidence, promoting positive behaviour, student connectedness and general satisfaction. All of these factors
received 95% or higher positive endorsement from parents. We also maintained strong results for management of
bullying.
I would like to thank our parent community. The results we have achieved in recent years would not be possible
without parents supporting and partnering with teachers and being involved in their child’s learning. We are
fortunate to be part of a great community.
Please remember I am always open to feedback from parents in regards to your child’s journey through school,
opportunities for improvement or any new initiatives. It is not necessary to wait for parent surveys. As stakeholders
in our school your views are important.
Transitions
Earlier this week we conducted the first of our whole school transition sessions. This was an opportunity for students
to spend some time in their 2021 year level, hopefully building excitement and also easing any nerves. There will be
another session this coming Monday.
Students will find out their 2021 classes and teacher on Monday 14 December.
Christmas Concert
Christmas is fast approaching and Ruskin Park will be holding its annual end of year Christmas extravaganza virtually
this year. This is a great opportunity for our school community to come together one last time this year and
celebrate all that we have achieved in 2020. Year levels have been hard at work rehearsing and preparing prerecorded videos which we will be airing at a very special Christmas Webex on Thursday 10 December at 6:30pm.
Please see the recent Compass post for Webex details.
End of Year Awards
At our final assembly we will be presenting our end of year awards. These awards were modified a few years ago
with a focus on a positive attitude, high levels of effort and respect.
In 2020, three awards will again be presented to each year level. The awards will be based on:



Academic: this is for a student who has recorded generally strong results across all curriculum areas
(including Specialists)



Determination: (based on growth mindset) for a student who has consistently embraced challenges,
demonstrated persistence and strived to achieve their personal best.



Community: someone who has demonstrated values including honesty, respect and empathy when
interacting with all staff, students and members of the wider community.

While we are not able to conduct a large assembly we will look to provide parents with photos once award winners
are named.
Graduation- Monday 14 December
Excitement is building ahead of the Year 6 Graduation. It will be a different type of event this year and I would like to
acknowledge the work of Mr Coffin and Miss Marshall who have worked with the students to plan what will be a
memorable evening. Pleasingly, with the easing of restrictions we have been able to adapt plans so parents can be
part of the event.
Year 6 families, please check Compass for further details.
Start Dates for 2021
I know it is a long way off, and there is so much to see, do and experience before the 2021 school year begins;
however to assist with forward planning I would like to provide you with advance notice of arrangements for the
start of next year.
Staff will officially return to school on Wednesday 27 January. The first day for all students, including Foundation, will
be Thursday 28 January 2021.
Final Day of Term 4
A reminder that students finish at 1:30pm on Friday 18 December. We will have an early lunch on this day so please
send your child to school with a packed lunch box.
Two more weeks to go. Thank you again for your wonderful support throughout the year.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Assistant Principal
One of the biggest concerns I hear from parents both within the school and from outside at present is the difficulty
of lessening the amount of time their children are using devices and the tantrums and other behavioural concerns
they are seeing as a result having come out of lockdown. The website www.esafety.gov.au has a wide range of
supports for everyone. Today I have enclosed one of the flyers from the site.
I hope these tips might help.
Take care
Shannon Young
Assistant Principal

Foundation
Week 9, wow time is flying this term. The Foundation team are underway with our Christmas production. It will
obviously be a different sort of event this year, but we’re sure it’ll put a smile on your face. We’ve certainly had lots
of smiles in school…from staff and students as we’ve been practising.
We have continued to link some of our literacy work with our Science work on weather. There’s certainly been a
whole range of weather lately for us to observe, discuss and record. We are reading and writing a variety of weather
related words and texts and have been making connections to how weather affects our daily lives. In addition to
these non-fiction texts, we’ve also been continuing our story studies, looking at characters, settings and events. We
are getting more confident now with changing parts of the story and making them our own versions.
For Maths, we’ve been recapping and consolidating our understanding of addition and subtraction. We’ve talked lots
about the strategies we can use when working out answers. Explaining our thinking is so important to really embed
understanding. We’ve used the count all, counting on and counting back strategies, number lines, tens frames,
partitioning, drawing pictures, using objects, known facts, near doubles…try discussing with your child how they can
work out sums and worded problems to see how they are thinking. It’s fabulous to see them independently
explaining their working out.
Thanks again to all the families that have supported our VIP program. We are enjoying the presentations so much.
Not many students left to go now! It’s a challenging, but great way to build confidence and enhance speaking skills.
Plus we always find out so many new things about each other!

Junior School
Year 1
We are having the most amazing time preparing for our Christmas video. The students have loved using the green
screen and showing us their moves. We can’t wait for you to see it!
In Literacy, we have been creating our own imaginative narratives, focusing on internal and external character traits
and how to use adjectives to engage and excite the reader. Students were inspired by Julia Donaldson texts,
including ‘The Snail and the Whale’, ‘Monkey Puzzle’ and ‘Tabby McTat’ that were shared and discussed during our
Reader’s Workshop. Students recorded characters, a setting, a problem and a solution and used this information to
create their own imaginative narrative.
Last week in Maths, we finished our unit on addition and subtraction. Students used their place value and addition
and subtraction skills to explore and solve equations using the vertical method. This week, we have been exploring
arrays and how to demonstrate multiplication using repeated addition. Students have enjoyed using concrete

materials to represent groups and creating drawings to demonstrate their understanding. We have been looking at
using repeated addition to show ‘groups of’ and using manipulatives to display their equal groups.

Year 2
We have had so much fun preparing for the Christmas concert! Students have been working hard at practising the
dance and we cannot wait for you to see it.
In Literacy, we have been further developing our understanding of persuasive texts. We have worked on areas such
as identifying the structure of various texts and recognising opinion, reason and example. Students have also learnt
to restate opinion as well as identifying opinion clue words and persuasive sentence starters. Students have used
OREO (opinion, reason, example, opinion) planners to develop their own persuasive texts. They were particularly
excited to write persuasive texts to Mr Moore about getting a kitchen to do cooking classes at school as well as
persuasive texts on polluting the world and whether puppies are the best animal.
In Maths, students finished our unit on location and mapping where they followed directions to explore our school.
Students enjoyed being outdoors and creating their own bird’s-eye view maps of the Garden Club. They also
practised using locational language such as left, right, next to, forward and centre to give directions to a partner.
This week, students have been developing their skills in using function machines by determining the rules when
provided with an input and output number, and using the rule to find the input and output. They have examined
equations and solved them by finding the missing number; using strategies like counting on or back and also by
inversing the equation. Students also explored equal and unequal equations to calculate which were accurate.

Middle School
Year 3
In Literacy, Year 3 students have been reading an assortment of Roald Dahl texts as a class. We have enjoyed reading
James and the Giant Peach and finding crossovers with other Roald Dahl texts like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
Students loved listening to the Enormous Crocodile and noticed similes and metaphors that Roald Dahl uses. We
have been reading biographies about Roald Dahl and what inspired him to be the children’s classic author he is
today. Students have been practising their note taking skills and have created their own biography on Roald Dahl
using a given text. We have been learning to highlight important key words and have re-written them in our own
words. Next week students will begin writing a script in a small group about a Roald Dahl scene from one of his
stories. They will practise their script writing skills and then perform to their peers at the end of the week. In
Reading, students will reflect on their favourite Roald Dahl book from this unit and create a Book Talk to share with
their peers.
In Maths, students have been practising their times tables skills daily. They have enjoyed working on their individual
goals and practising their division and times tables skills using dice and cards. Please continue to support your child
by revising the times tables over the holidays. It would be fantastic for the students to remember their 2s, 3s, 5s and
10s heading into Year 4. Next week we will be revising telling time. Students will be revising time to the half hour,
quarter past, quarter to and to the nearest minute. Please also keep practising reading time at home over the
summer holidays.
We will begin filming our Christmas song this week. Thank you to all the students who have brought a Christmas
shirt and Christmas hat to school as part of their costume. The students have been really engaged with the dance
moves and have enjoyed showing off their moves to their peers!

Year 4
In Literacy, Year 4 students have embraced our Paul Jennings’ author study with enthusiasm! We have read many of
Jennings’ short stories, investigating the common character types, plot lines and settings he uses. This week we
started digging into his author craft – the way he uses foreshadowing to set the tone of the text, the way he leaves
clues to help us predict and make sense of the ending and the figurative language he uses.
Year 4 students have been using his writing style to improve their own texts, experimenting with more descriptive
settings and choosing words more precisely to set the tone. As a year level we have also focused on our use of
paragraphing (using indents) to show when something new happens, when something changes and when a new
person starts talking. The quality of students’ choice writing this past week is extraordinary!
Next week we will begin studying Paul Jennings’ life, and try to make connections between his life and his writing,
and in the final week we will watch some screen adaptions of his short stories by watching episodes of ‘Round the
Twist.’ The focus here will be on making connections, as well as studying how camera angles, lighting and music help
to set the tone of the story.
In Maths, we have been revising measurement, focusing on comparing different objects using indirect
measurements and formal metric units. We will continue revising measurement next week, focusing on hands on,
open ended tasks to build students’ understanding of measuring mass and volume.

Senior School
Year 5
Leadership
Congratulations to all of our Year 5 students who prepared and presented their Leadership speeches to the Year 3 - 6
students. This looked very different this year as they presented via WebEx. They were all outstanding with their
confidence and ability to present to other students.
Our Year 5 students have been busily preparing to take on the role of Buddies for 2021. They have written and
presented speeches on why they would be a good buddy and are excited to give their hand made buddy bags to
their buddy when they meet them next year.
Literacy
Students have been analysing a range of multimodal texts including newspaper articles, information reports and
songs for features and purpose. They are now using this information to create an infographic on a natural disaster of
their choice. Students are continuing to engage in Reading and Writing conferences, reading their ‘Just Right’ books
and working on their goals.
Numeracy
Students have begun working on factors and multiples in Number. They have been creating factor rainbows and
factor trees while determining highest common factors and lowest common multiples. Times tables continue to be a
focus in all Numeracy sessions and we continue to encourage all students to constantly revise these.
Geography
Our students have been learning about natural disasters and have drawn a home evacuation plan. They are currently
writing their ideas on what to do before, during and after a fire. We have encouraged all students to discuss this at
home so please take the opportunity to talk with your child about their ideas.
Christmas
Who can believe that the end of the year is nearly here? Year 5’s have been practising their Christmas performance
and have begun recording this for the virtual concert. We are busily planning for Christmas parties and end of year
Kris Kringle celebrations, so keep an eye on Dojo and for notices for more information.

Year 6
With the end of the year rapidly approaching, our Year 6 students have been busily preparing their Graduation
speeches. Students have been revising and delivering their speeches to their respective classes, building their
confidence in speaking to an audience. The speeches are sounding great!
Our websites which have been created through Google Sites have been completed. The students have worked
diligently developing their own websites, using a range of multimodal features including high resolution images,
diagrams, maps and text. We have been impressed with the students’ ability to problem solve when encountering an
error whilst building their website. This week students revised their websites and carefully checked their writing for
accuracy and content as well as ensuring links were functioning correctly. Students had previously researched
information on a Geography topic of their interest including the Australian Natural Environment, Indigenous
Management of Land, and Human Impacts on the Natural Environment.

Towards the end of the week, students performed a self and peer assessment using rubrics to guide them in their
assessment.
In addition to reading and learning about multimodal texts, we have continued reading our class novel, Bridge to
Terabithia.
Towards the end of last week, both classes finished the novel, which resulted in a huge range of emotions in both
classrooms. Students have been working diligently, recording ‘stop and jots’ and elaborating upon these, showing
their understanding of the class novel.
This week both classes watched the movie version of Bridge to Terabithia. Students used a Venn diagram to compare
and contrast the film to the text. One obvious point of difference the students immediately noticed was that the
book was set a number of decades ago, whilst the film has been set in the modern age, with technology an
immediate difference.
In Mathematics, students have been working hard on our Patterns and Algebra unit. Students have been developing
their skills in identifying, explaining and writing algebraic expressions, in addition to simplifying and expanding
expressions as well. A challenging topic, we have been extremely impressed with all of our students who’ve adopted
a Growth Mindset and persisted with challenging and unfamiliar questions.
In addition to this, we have continued to encourage our students to develop their automatic recall of times tables.
We have dedicated the first ten minutes of our Maths lessons to times tables revision, in the push to develop
automatic recall of the tables. Students are then tested verbally by the teacher.
We have also been busy rehearsing the dance moves to our Christmas Song. We have been impressed with the
positive and energetic attitude of our Year 6 students throughout rehearsals.
Graduation
Our Year 6 Graduation for the Class of 2020 will be on Monday 14th December. This event will be held at Ruskin Park
Primary School, with the event to be either on the oval or in the gym, depending on weather conditions.
Please ensure your child arrives on time, as we must stick to the schedule for catering purposes.
Order of Events
5:00 pm - Photos
5:30 pm - Speeches
6:45 pm - Student and staff dinner
7:30 pm - Games and dessert
8:30 pm - Student pickup

2020 Ruskin Park Primary School Virtual Christmas Concert!
Christmas is only 3 weeks away and to mark the occasion, Ruskin Park
will be holding its annual end of year Christmas extravaganza virtually
this year. This is a great opportunity for our school community to
come together one last time this year and celebrate all that we have
achieved in 2020. Year levels have been hard at work rehearsing and
preparing pre-recorded videos which we will be airing at a very
special Christmas Webex on Thursday, December 10th at 6:30pm.
So get some dinner, a screen and your Christmas cheer ready to have
a singalong with some of your favourite Christmas classics; all from
the comfort of your own home. See you there!

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays

Blessing

Grace

Nevaeh

Hannah

Jenny

Chloe

Aaron

Addison

Erik

Amity

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special
Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school
will have a percentage of their sale donated to our school.

