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Principal’s Report 
 

While 2020 has been a year like no other, one thing that remained unchanged was the manner in which our students 

and staff embraced last Friday’s Book Week dress up day. It was great to see so much colour and enthusiasm across 

the school. There was no parade this year but students still enjoyed seeing their peers’ costumes. I hope the day 

might further motivate our students to explore a new author or book and expand their reading repertoire.  

One thing I have learnt in recent months is that we need to be flexible with our long term planning. Below is an 

outline of what is proposed but please continue to check Compass and newsletters for up to date advice.  

School Photos 

School photos will be taken on Thursday 12 November. We have been in discussions with the photo company and 

while we have been able to secure a date, it is possible that delivery of the photos may not be until the start of next 

year. If this is the case we will post these to current Year 6 students. Individual portraits and class photos will be 

taken on the day. Unfortunately we are not in a position to offer sibling photos this year. There are a few reasons for 

this, particularly the extra time it will take between photos during the day due to COVID-19 protocols. Also, in line 

with health advice we are operating in bubbles within the school. While siblings are okay to mix the logistics and 

previous experiences with sibling photos are that students from across all year levels all come together in groups.     

Transitions 

As previously identified, in addition to Literacy and Numeracy and student wellbeing, a key focus this term is on 

transitions. This includes transitioning our Year 6 students to Secondary School, our new Foundation students into 

Primary School and also our current students into new year levels for 2021.  

Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park will participate in our whole school transition 

program. On Monday 30 November and Monday 7 December, students will spend an hour in their new year level. 

They will move in groups and will not be separated into their 2021 classes. These sessions are designed to create a 

sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.  

Please be aware that staffing for 2021 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this 

transition program.  

Students will find out their 2021 classes and teacher on Monday 14 December.   

 

Upcoming Dates 2020 

November 
Thursday 12th   
Thursday 19th  
Friday 20th 

 
Friday 27th  

 

Monday 30th   

 
School Photos 
Year 2 Incursion 
2021 Foundation Orientation 
 
2021 Foundation Orientation 
 
Whole School Transition 

December 
Monday 7th  
 
Thursday 10th  
 
Monday 14th  
 
 
 
Friday 18th  

 
Whole School Transition 
2021 Foundation Information Night 
Christmas Concert 
 
Moving Up Day 
Reports live to Parents 
Year 6 Graduation 
 
End of Term 4 Dismissal at 1:30pm  
 
We are working to confirm other 
upcoming dates and will advise families 
ASAP. 



 

 

 

Tutors in 2021 

You would have heard through the media that schools will be receiving funding to employ tutors in 2021. We are 

working through the details of this and will be in contact later in the year once arrangements are finalised.  

Book Packs 2021 

Last week you would have received information detailing fees and book packs for 2021. Thank you for your patience 

and understanding as we introduced new COVID safe arrangements for distribution of packs this year. Our new 2021 

Foundation families will receive book pack details when they visit on Friday 20 November.  

Shade Sails 

As the warmer weather arrives I am pleased to inform you 

that installation of the shade sails above the Middle School 

playground is now complete. Construction of the stage is also 

imminent with very strict COVID practices in place. These 

works are not part of the $1.18 million that was recently 

announced. I will be in a position to share more information 

about this funding and how it will be used to upgrade our 

buildings in the coming weeks.  

Christmas Concert  

This year’s Christmas concert is going to be different. Ms Davies has been busy looking at options for the evening 
which is currently scheduled for Thursday 10 December. It is likely to be an evening where we come together online 
to celebrate the end of the year.  At the moment schools are not permitted to sing so we are getting creative. Stay 
tuned. Further details will be sent later in the term.  

Parent Opinion Survey 

If you are yet to complete our parent opinion survey it’s not too late. Please see Compass for how to access the 

online survey.  

Welcome Emma Cutcliffe 

I am pleased to share with our community that Mrs Cutcliffe’s baby has arrived. 

Emma Cutcliffe was born on Friday 16 October. Sam and Emma are both safe 

and well! 

 

To conclude can I again thank you for your tremendous support. This year has 

highlighted just how fortunate we are to be part of such an amazing community. 

Andrew Moore 
Principal 

 

 
Foundation 
The Foundation students have been working very hard over the last fortnight. In Literacy we have continued our 
exploration into Fairy Tales and their characteristics. We have been looking at the structure of a narrative, how 
characters are described and are now beginning to write our very own stories! We are working towards ‘good 
writing’ behaviours and have begun to learn about editing our writing when we are finished. We are continuing to 
improve our spelling by revising the digraphs ‘ch’ and ‘sh’ and by practising our individual spelling words each 
morning. We have been focussing on revising reading strategies in the classroom and how we can use our schema to 
help us understand what we are reading.  

 



 

 

 

In Maths we are exploring place value and making a variety of numbers using bundles of ten. Students have been 
consolidating their understanding using a variety of hands on materials such as unifix blocks and bead frames to 
make and manipulate numbers.  
 
We have been continuing to consolidate our friendships and develop our problem solving skills during discovery time 
each day. This is a lovely time for students to bond with each other while reflecting and building upon the learning 
activities they have undertaken during the day. 
 
We loved the Book Week dress up day! The Foundation students enjoyed a wonderful celebration of books and book 
characters last Friday. We were very impressed with the variety of characters that we had at school and the effort 
that families put into their costumes. The children had a wonderful time and enjoyed learning about each other’s 
chosen character. Look at some of our wonderful students in the pictures below. 
 

  
    

      
 
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior School 

What an amazing Book Week celebration! It was so wonderful to see all the students and teachers dressed up as 
their favourite book characters. Thank you to all the Year 1 students who have been bringing in their book presents, 
they have loved sharing their favourite stories with the class. The Year 2 students read a text called Nop and enjoyed 
making rip and stick hot air balloons to match the story. Look at some of the wonderful costumes below! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Literacy, we are wrapping up our unit on cumulative narratives. We have been enjoying developing our 
understanding of rhyming words and using rhythm when reading. We have worked hard to develop a range of 
creative cumulative texts, specifically concentrating on sentence structure and punctuation. Students have been 
focusing on including rhyming words within their cumulative narratives, by deleting and adding initial sounds to 
create a rhyming pair.  

In Maths, we have continued to develop our understanding of place value. Students have been enjoying 
consolidating their understanding using a range of games and open ended activities. We have been using hands on 
manipulatives to represent and model two and three digit numbers. Students have also been revising their prior 
knowledge on representing data and developing questions and the properties of 3D shapes.  
 
In Wellbeing, we have been exploring personal strengths in ourselves and others. Students identified their own 
personal strengths as well as personal strengths within their peers. We celebrated each individual’s personal 
strengths and recognised an area to work on.  
 
The Year 2 students have been exploring poems in Literacy as part of our multi-genre unit. They learnt to identify 
rhyming words, similes, metaphors, synonyms, antonyms and other figurative language as they read poems as a 
class. Students went outside to use their senses to get inspiration to make their own poems. They then incorporated 
this learning into their own poems where they wrote a range of rhyming poems, alliterations and tongue twisters. 
We then started choosing one of our favourite written pieces from our multi-genre unit and began practising to read 
it out loud with fluency in preparation for our presentations to a small group. Students had the opportunity to edit 
and revise their favourite piece before publishing it in their neatest handwriting to ensure it was clear and easy for 
them to read for their presentations. Students then presented their favourite piece to the class, using fluency and 
expression and had the opportunity to provide feedback to their peers. 

 

In Maths, the Year 2 students have continued to work on our 
fractions unit with a focus on finding fractions of collections and 
shapes. Students used playdough to make a shape and explored 
how to make halves, quarters and eighths. We have looked at 
connections between fractions and how a quarter is a half of a 
half. They have enjoyed open ended activities such as their 
Quarter Gardens where they coloured a quarter of the flowers 
pink, and the Eighth Fishbowl where they coloured an eighth of 
their fish blue. These activities gave them opportunities to be 
creative and to be free in their design. Students have also started 
to explore real life examples of fractions. 
 



 

 

 

As part of Wellbeing, we have been revising respect, discussing how we show respect in the classroom and in the 
playground. Students created a Year 2 flower garden answering the question “How does respect grow?” There were 
lots of different flowers with different ideas, such as helping each other, taking turns, using manners and being 
polite. Students have also explored the word “inclusive” within the classroom, discussing what it means, looks like, 
how it makes us feel and completing some role playing. We have been revising over previous focus words such as 
kindness and empathy, as a reminder about how we should be treating each other. 
 
 
 

Middle School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students loved Book Week and dressing up on Friday! Thank you to all the students that dressed up and brought 
their favourite book in. Check out our costumes! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 
In Literacy, we have been finishing our unit on multi-genres. Students have been practising their skills at finding 
paragraphs when reading, locating the main idea and finding dialogue and words for ‘said’ in different texts.  We are 
enjoying reading Matilda and have located and discussed all the different ways that Roald Dahl describes the 
characters such as the evil Miss Trunchbull!  Students have been using these skills to continue working on their own 
passion project.  We are now finishing publishing our information report posters on our chosen topics and publishing 
our chosen poem.  This week we are drafting a narrative story on our topic.  We are being extra careful to remember 
to edit for correct dialogue punctuation, words for said and paragraphs! We are looking forward to writing the final 
piece of our passion project and putting our published pieces together to share with our peers. 
 



 

 

 

Next week in Literacy we will begin our Author’s Study unit.  We will be analysing Roald Dahl’s writing style, 
particularly how he describes settings and characters during Reading.  In Writing, we will be creating our own 
character mind maps and will explore various types of descriptive language that we could use to enhance characters 
in our own story writing.  We will also explore character dialogue and how it can be used to show how a character 
looks, feels and sounds and similarly give clues to what the setting is like.  We will finish the week by writing our own 
story and include some of the descriptive language features in the style of Roald Dahl to explore our own characters 
and settings. 
 
We have been working hard in Maths to understand location and grids on a map. We are locating the x and y axis 
and have spent time finding locations on different maps.  To finish this topic, we have been creating our very own 
maps to include lots of different locations and a key on the side.  We have made pirate maps, treasure maps and 
even our dream house maps!  We are looking forward to writing questions to match our maps so that our peers can 
figure out where various locations are.  
 
Next week in Maths we are looking at place value, including numbers up to and beyond 10,000. We will be making 
number expanders to investigate and understand the value of each digit in 5 digit numbers. We will also be playing 
some games to help us consolidate our understanding of comparing numbers using greater than, less than and equal 
to. Finally, we will practise rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000 by becoming secret agents and solving a variety 
of problems. 
 

 
 
Year 4 

In Literacy we have been continuing our multi genre project - focusing on fiction texts and poetry. The quality of 
students’ written work is impressive, and shows the passion they have for their chosen topics. It was a lot of fun 
finding poetry about our chosen topic and seeing how different authors approach the same subject with their unique 
‘author voices.’ Students have each written a poem about their topic as well as a fictional text, choosing from genres 
such as mystery, fantasy and realistic fiction. Over the next two weeks we will be writing one more writing piece in a 
genre of student choice, before editing, revising and publishing! 
 
In Maths we have learnt all about angles, including how to classify the different types of angles and working out if 
they are less than or greater than a right angle. Students were so adept at this that we also started learning how to 
measure angles with a protractor! This was a challenge to start with, but students persisted and are now very good 
at measuring angles accurately. A great example of our Growth Mindset can be used to grow our brains! Over the 
next two weeks we will be learning about different ways of displaying data, including graphs and tables.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Senior School 

In Reading the Year 5 students have begun to explore 
multimodal texts. We have thought about what makes a 
multimodal text different to other forms of texts and how 
authors use multimodal techniques effectively. Students 
have continued to work hard on their Reading goals, reading 
their ‘good fit’ books and expanding on their thinking. 

This week in Writing the Year 5 students have continued 
working hard in our Super Speak program. Students have 
planned and drafted persuasive speeches to convince their 
audience on a range of topics. They have begun to 
incorporate persuasive techniques such as hooks to capture 
the reader’s attention and rhetorical questions to get their 
audience thinking.  

In Numeracy, the Year 5 students have explored angles. 
Students used their understanding of what an angle is, to 
estimate the degrees in each angle, and measured and 
constructed a range of angles using protractors. We also 
became creative by decorating and then estimating and 
measuring angles in the first letter of our names. 

 
In Year 6 Reading, students have been continuing to explore multimodal texts, 
reading and viewing a range of texts and developing their understanding of the 
various features which can be utilised to make an effective text. Students have 
continued to work on their independent goals, collecting evidence towards their 
goals. 
 
In Year 6 Writing, students have been busy researching for their multimodal text 
and have selected a topic of interest, related to our Geography unit. They have 
explored texts and websites, collecting information on their topic. Next week 
students will plan out their website based on the information they have found. 
All students will plan, design and create a website providing information on their 
chosen topic.  
 
Year 6 students have been working hard on the Angles unit in Maths. Students 
have been involved in various activities and last week created a ramp to make a 
toy car successfully jump. Students had to plan and design their ramp, 

considering the angle they would require for their experiment to work. They have measured a range of angles using 
protractors, identified the properties of angles and explored missing angles through developing their understanding 
of complementary and supplementary angles. Students have also begun to explore triangles and their angle 
properties, calculating missing values through their understanding of the different angles, e.g. isosceles triangle.  
 
     



 

 

 

 
 
 
Book Fair 

The Book Fair remains open until midday next Tuesday! 

Your child/children will have visited the Book Fair with their class 
over the past two days and will have brought home a wish list of 
books/items they would like. 

It’s easy to then purchase books! If you wish to buy from the Book 
Fair simply go to this website, 
https://parentpayments.scholastic.com.au/BookFairs 

Select our school then enter the total purchase price and make 
payment (see the image below!) 

Then record the receipt number on the back of the wish list and 
send it back to school. Books will be distributed as soon as I have 
cross checked payments! 

 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

Seamus Taylah Sadie Harper Eamon 

Ella Elisha Hikawera Ashley Gabriel 

Jax Donika Adrian Emily Tara 

Khun Zed Samara   

https://parentpayments.scholastic.com.au/BookFairs


 

 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school 

will have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


