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Principal’s Report 
 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

Last week we acknowledged two important occasions. On Thursday 11 November at 11am we paused to 

acknowledge Remembrance Day. While we were not able to conduct our usual Remembrance Day Assembly the 

significance and meaning of the day were still highlighted in individual classes.   

We would like to express our gratitude to our brave service men and women who have served in wars and peace 

keeping missions over the years. They have fought for us to have the country we have and the freedoms we enjoy. 

This year, NAIDOC week was postponed from July to November 

to ensure all students and communities had the opportunity to 

celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people. In addition to discussions in 

classrooms, NAIDOC Week was also highlighted at our online 

Assembly. The following website is a valuable resource with background information and profiles of award winners. 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/ 

Stage Construction 

Our new stage is taking shape. While it took a 

long time to plan, with delays also occurring 

due to COVID-19, I am pleased to advise that 

construction of our new stage/outdoor 

learning area is well and truly underway. Once 

complete, this will be a wonderful addition to 

our school. I would like to thank our Family 

and Friends Network for their fundraising 

efforts in recent years.    

 

 

Upcoming Dates 2020 

November 
Friday 20th 

 
Friday 27th  

 

Monday 30th   

 
2021 Foundation Orientation 
 
2021 Foundation Orientation 
 
Whole School Transition 

December 
Friday 4th  
 
Monday 7th  
 
Thursday 10th  
 
Monday 14th  
 
 
 
Friday 18th  

 
Free Dress Day 
 
Whole School Transition 
2021 Foundation Information Night 
Christmas Concert 
 
Moving Up Day 
Reports live to Parents 
Year 6 Graduation 
 
End of Term 4 Dismissal at 1:30pm  
 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/


 

 

 

 

Free Dress Day 

Each year, our graduating Year 6 students plan a fundraiser to support their end of year ceremony. This year School 

Council has endorsed a free dress day which will be held on Friday 4 December. On this day students are invited to 

wear free dress and to bring a gold coin donation.  

I can confirm that with the easing of restrictions in recent weeks we are able to run a graduation ceremony. While 

we are not permitted to let parents attend we will make sure there are lots of photos and that the presentations are 

recorded for you. In addition to dinner and the presentation of certificates, we have also arranged a series of lawn 

games for students. Thank you to our Year 6 students for their valuable input into planning the evening.  

Details are now live on Compass for Year 6 parents.   

Funding Update- $1.18 million 

The Victorian Government is investing record funding in our schools to make Victoria the Education State and give 

every student access to a great local school and education.  

As previously advised, I am delighted to confirm that Ruskin Park Primary School will receive $1.18 million. This 

funding is for planning purposes and will be used to develop designs to upgrade and modernise our school. In the 

coming weeks we will commence working with the Department and architects to develop detailed designs now for a 

future capital project. This will enable our school to commence construction quickly once capital funding is allocated 

in a State Budget. 

It is certainly an exciting time for our school. I will keep you updated in the coming weeks.  

Transitions 

As previously identified, in addition to Literacy and Numeracy and student wellbeing, a key focus this term is on 

transitions. This includes transitioning our Year 6 students to Secondary School, our new Foundation students into 

Primary School and also our current students into new year levels for 2021.  

Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park will participate in our whole school transition 

program. On Monday 30 November and Monday 7 December, students will spend an hour in their new year level. 

They will move in groups and will not be separated into their 2021 classes. These sessions are designed to create a 

sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.  

Please be aware that staffing for 2021 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this 

transition program.  

Students will find out their 2021 classes and teacher on Monday 14 December.   

Start Dates for 2021 

I know it is a long way off, and there is so much to see, do and experience before the 2021 school year begins, 

however to assist with forward planning I would like to provide you with advance notice of arrangements for the 

start of next year.  

At our last School Council meeting starting dates for 2021 were finalised. Staff will officially return to school on 

Wednesday 27 January. The first day for all students, including Foundation, will be Thursday 28 January 2021.  

 



 

 

 

Baby News 

I am excited to let our community know that Mr McDonald and his wife Em have 

welcomed their first child. Luca Robert McDonald safely arrived last Sunday. 

Congratulations Lachy.   

I am also pleased to let our community know that Mrs Evenden and her husband Grant 

are expecting their first child. Tess is one of our valued Education Support staff. 

Congratulations Tess.  

 

Andrew Moore 
Principal 

 

Foundation 
 
In Writing the Foundation students have been beginning to write their own narratives using the correct story 
structure and even beginning to add problems and solutions with interesting twists. We are focussing on sentence 
structure, letter formation and punctuation. Students are being encouraged to write with interesting verbs and 
adjectives, for example ‘shouted’ instead of ‘said’.  We have been learning the initial blends tr- dr- and cr- and 
practising our individual spelling words.  
 
Foundation students are exploring the weather through our Reading and Science lessons. We are becoming keen 
observers of the sky as we go outside each day and investigate our natural surroundings and how they change. We 
are beginning to look at weather symbols and use our senses to describe our observations. We have been revising 
the skills of ‘reading for meaning’ through completing a variety of cloze and comprehension activities, and 
‘Visualisation’. Students are continuing to reflect and build upon their schema. 
 
The Foundation students have enjoyed exploring place value using a variety of concrete materials including icy pole 
sticks, unifix, bead frames and tens frames to create and manipulate a range of numbers. We are practising the 
automatic recall of doubles facts to 10 and beyond using games, chants and rhymes. 
 
In Wellbeing we have been discussing the idea of ‘bucket filling’. The idea is that everyone has an invisible bucket 
that can be filled by kind acts or emptied by thoughtless behaviour. This 
concept comes from the story “How Full is Your Bucket” by Mary Reckmeyer 
and Tom Rath. The students have created their own buckets, discussed how 
everyone’s bucket fillers may be different and using this concept we are 
practising filling the buckets of our peers. We have been exploring growth 
mindset through the Dojo Big Ideas videos and discussing how we can learn 
from our mistakes.  
 
Last week we celebrated NAIDOC week. We had class discussions about the 
importance of NAIDOC week and watched ‘How Frogmouth Found her 
Home’ https://iview.abc.net.au/show/grandpa-honeyant-storytime   
https://iview.abc.net.au/video/ZX9944A022S00 on Grandpa Honeyant on 
ABC. Students created their own picture to represent the ideas in this story. 
We listened to traditional music and coloured in a NAIDOC week poster. 
 

           

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/grandpa-honeyant-storytime
https://iview.abc.net.au/video/ZX9944A022S00


 

 

 

 

Junior School 
 
Year 1 
Last week the Year 1 students celebrated NAIDOC week. We explored and discussed the importance of NAIDOC 
week and participated in a number of activities that celebrated the culture, history and achievements of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Students looked at Aboriginal artwork that inspired creative pieces of 
their own. We also read some Dreamtime stories and listened to traditional Indigenous music. Last Wednesday was 
Remembrance Day. Students learnt about why we acknowledge Remembrance Day and why poppies are significant 
to the day.   
 
In Literacy, we wrapped up our unit on cumulative texts. Students enjoyed 
focusing on repetition, building upon ideas and rhyme. Students created a 
range of interesting, cumulative writing pieces that were based on the text 
‘Pizza Pat’. This week, we have begun our new unit on imaginative narratives. 
We have been looking at what necessary elements make up a narrative and 
how to hook in the reader’s attention straight away. Students have used their 
Writer’s Notebooks to brainstorm a range of adjectives to include in their 
narrative texts.  
 
In Maths, students have been exploring money and how we can use our skip 
counting knowledge to add and subtract different values. We looked at 
different ways we could use coins to make a range of values and real world 
problems involving money. Students used a school canteen menu to identify 
different prices and decide what items they would be able to afford with 
different monetary values. This week we have started to revisit subtraction. 
The students have enjoyed using hands-on materials to demonstrate 
their understanding such as number lines, 100s charts, counters, and 
blocks.  
 

Year 2 
In Year 2, students have spent time celebrating NAIDOC week by reading 
shared Aboriginal stories and collecting natural materials to inspire their 
writing. To commemorate Remembrance Day students recorded the 
reasons why we take time to remember and why it is important which 
were then displayed in class. 
 



 

 

 

In Literacy, students have started exploring persuasive texts. They have been identifying differences between facts 
and opinions in their reading. Students played the game ‘I Have, Who Has?’ where they sorted facts from opinions. 
Students have been introduced to persuasive language and have identified these in texts. They have enjoyed reading 
‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ and annotating the persuasive letters, highlighting the supporting reasons and identifying 
the main argument.   
 
In Writing, students have been discussing persuasive sentence starters and how they strengthen our argument. We 
wrote our opinions about dinosaurs using facts to support our ideas, reinforcing our view by using persuasive 
sentence starters, such as I strongly believe, it is obvious and I am certain. Students responded to their peers’ 
opinions by appropriately agreeing or disagreeing, using language such as I agree with you because or I understand 
this is your opinion although I disagree with you because. 
 
In Maths, we have been exploring calendars and measuring time using clocks. Students practised ordering the 
months of the year and matched them with their seasons. We also learnt how to find a range of days and dates on a 
calendar for example; if today is Friday the 20th of November what day and date will it be in two weeks time. 
Students learnt the difference between the hour and minute hand on analogue clocks. They explored hands on 
clocks and drew clocks, making both analogue and digital times for o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to. We 
also revised statistics by collecting data e.g. coloured bricks/chicken food, sorting their data and determining the 
most and least quantity of food using a bar graph. 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

The Year 2 students had lots of fun being involved in their ‘Forces in Action’ Incursion this week. Students 
participated in a range of guided experiments that included how objects move on water, through the air and on the 
land. The pushed cars down a ramp with different surfaces to see which surface caused the most amount of friction. 
They identified the difference salt water and fresh water had on a range of balls and then determined if the 
difference in the water would affect their ability to float. Overall we had lots of fun and practised applying some 
excellent teamwork skills while completing the experiments.  

 



 

 

 

Middle School  
 
Year 3 
In Literacy we have begun reading The Twits. Students have enjoyed analysing characters and describing their 
personalities. We have noted down character conflicts and kept track of primary and secondary characters. We have 
discovered themes and messages that relate to Roald Dahl stories. Students have enjoyed making text to text 
connections between The Twits characters and other Roald Dahl story characters. Next week we will revise similes 
and metaphors and locate them in Roald Dahl texts. 
 
In Writing we have created theme timelines for our own stories using Roald Dahl characters. We have explored 
different adjectives and ways of describing our characters in our own stories by showing, not telling the reader what 
characters are like. We are revising using dialogue and different words for ‘said’.  Students are encouraged to 
continue incorporating dialogue in their writing with correct punctuation. We have further explored morals and 
messages in Roald Dahl texts and incorporated them into our own stories in a similar writing style to Roald Dahl.  
Next week we will continue making text to self-connections when writing our own stories. We will include made up 
words in the style of Roald Dahl and embellish and use our own experiences to plan. 
 
In Maths we revised the topic of money. We started by using addition to calculate how much it would cost to 
purchase a variety of items. We then began using subtraction to calculate the change received from various 
transactions. Students are encouraged to practise adding and subtracting money amounts at home where possible - 
either when out shopping or using piggy banks. A challenge is using lots of zeros in a subtraction equation and 
trading e.g. $20.00 - $14.65. 
 
Next week in Maths we are looking at multiplication and division. We will practice our times tables daily and 
students are encouraged to continue practicing at home each night for fluency and accuracy. We will use dice, cards 
and assorted activities to expand on our multiplication and division knowledge. 
 
Year 4 
In Literacy students have finally completed their multi genre projects, and they are fabulous! Students should be so 
proud of their final products as they are the result of weeks of hard work and effort. 
 
After the teachers have finished reading them and giving feedback you can look forward to them coming home - 
they consist of Reader’s Notebook entries showing students’ thinking when reading fiction, nonfiction and poetry 
about their topic, and their published writing. There is more writing about their topic in their draft book, which will 
come home later in the year. 
 
Next week we are going to begin our final unit of work for the year - a Paul Jennings author study. For the first two 
weeks we will be reading MANY short stories by Paul Jennings and looking for common character types, conflicts, 
themes and social issues. We will also investigate his writing style, looking at the types of language he uses. 
 
We have spent the last two weeks revising topics previously covered during remote learning - data representation 
and fractions. Students had a great understanding of how we collect data by making observations and asking survey 
questions, and could keep reliable records of this data. We worked on graphing this data accurately and on 
categorising data, using this information to make sure graphs and all axis were labelled appropriately. We have also 
revised equivalent fractions, using lots of open ended tasks to develop a deep understanding of the concept. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Senior School 
 
Year 5 
We were so proud of the effort by all Year 5s this week as they did an amazing job presenting 
their Super Speak speeches. Whilst there were some nervous speakers, this was soon 
overcome using the strategies they had learnt. Lots of different topics were discussed 
including, plastic pollution, banning homework, and listening to music in the classroom. All 
students received their certificates and we will now turn our attention to editing and 
rehearsing our Leadership and Buddy speeches.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are continuing to read independently, focusing on our goals. We have also begun our focus on multimodal texts, 
examining news reports, information texts, picture stories and more to determine how they help us to understand 
what we are seeing and reading and the techniques used by authors.  
 

In Numeracy we are exploring decimals, representing these on number lines, in pictures and writing them as 
fractions. We timed ourselves doing a range of activities including star jumps and running around the oval and then 
plotted these on a number line. We used cards and dice to create addition 
and subtraction decimal equations and estimated the answer before solving 
them. Students are also working with determination to master their times 
tables by practising daily. We encourage all to take up the opportunity to 
practice at home, in the car, on the way to and from school - wherever and 
whenever they get the chance!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

We have explored the new Kinley Estate in Lilydale to consider how land is managed and the considerations 
required, including what activities people might do there, how they might live and the impact on the environment. 
We now turn our attention to natural disasters and will create a bushfire action plan. This is a good opportunity to 
discuss this with your child, how you plan to manage in the case of a fire and what you will need to take with you. 
 
Year 6 
Our Year 6 students have been busy rehearsing their Graduation speeches. We have studied famous speeches and 
what made these speeches stand out. We have discussed and focussed on specific elements which make ideal 
speeches such as eye contact, tone, pace, body language, hand gestures, etc.  
 
We have printed two copies of the speeches, one for school and one for home. These are also accessible via Google 
Classroom. We expect all students to rehearse their speech regularly, as practise will ensure they feel more 
confident on the Graduation evening.  
 
In Writing, students have commenced the creation of their websites on Google Sites. Students have previously 
researched information on a Geography topic of their interest including; the Australian Natural Environment, 
Indigenous Management of Land, and Human Impacts on the Natural Environment. Students are now busy 
organising their websites, incorporating content which will capture the attention of a user.  
 
Students are continuing to work towards their goals in Reading. They are continuing to read independently and 
performing ‘stop and jots’, before elaborating upon these in detail, showing their understanding, thoughts and 
wonderings of what they read. In addition to this, students are learning about various forms of multimodal texts, 
which have been closely aligned to the Geography unit. 
 
In Mathematics, students are continuing to develop their understanding of angles. We have previously studied 
complementary and supplementary angles, and this week focused on identifying congruent pairs of triangles. In 
addition to this, students have been practising their times tables. Students have created flashcards to help them 
develop automatic recall of their times tables. We encourage students to practise their times tables at home daily. 
This is an essential skill for high school.  
 
Graduation 
We are excited to celebrate and farewell our Year 6 Class of 2020 at our upcoming Graduation. The event will be 
held on Monday 14 December, commencing at 5:00 pm.  
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, parents and guardians are unable to attend the event or be on school grounds. Mr. 
Brown will be recording the students’ speeches, and we encourage our Year 6 students to bring in a USB during the 
final week so that they can download the Graduation ceremony. 
  
Our Year 6 Graduation event is now live on Compass. Please consent and make payment online. If you have any 
questions about the upcoming Graduation please contact Miss. Marshall or Mr. Coffin.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Office News 

Could parents please direct children to have a look in the lost property area if they have lost some uniform or any 
other item that they may have lost? At the end of the year the lost property area is cleaned out and anything with no 
name will be removed. 

 
 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school 
will have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

Nathaniel Alfie Scarlet Cung Olivia 

Tellar Dan Moo Zara Van Jordy Katie 

Jack Lucas Archie Mya Marlena 

Laura Cyrus Mia Louis David 

Elise Esther Tracey   



 

 

 

 
 


