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Upcoming Dates 2020
October
Thursday 22

November
nd

Friday 23rd
Friday 30th

Footy Dress Up Days
Book Week Incursion
Grand Final Public Holiday
Book Week Dress Up Day

Monday 2nd
Tuesday 3rd
Thursday 12th
Thursday 19th

Curriculum Day
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
School Photos
Year 2 Incursion
We are working to confirm other
upcoming dates and will advise families
ASAP.

Principal’s Report
It’s great to be back. There was genuine excitement across the school last week as we welcomed back staff and students. It felt
very much like the first day of a new school year.
As you would have seen in our COVID policy that was recently distributed through Compass, the health and safety of all
members of our community is of utmost importance. Our students have adapted well to new routines and I am thankful to all
our parents for supporting the measures we have put in place. We are grateful for your continued support.
I trust you have found the regular Compass updates valuable, but I am pleased we can return to a new normal and publish
information through our fortnightly newsletter.
Term 4 will no doubt look a little different. As previously advised through Compass, our priorities this term include:
 Mental Health and Wellbeing
 Learning: with a particular focus on Literacy and Numeracy
 Transitions: this includes successfully transitioning students back to onsite learning, preparing students to move to a
new year level in 2021 and also celebrating and supporting our Year Six students as they move to Secondary School. A
number of meetings have already occurred as we seek to provide our Year Six students with the best possible
graduation celebration. We will provide more information once we know what is deemed safe and permitted by COVID
restrictions.
In the coming weeks we are trying to celebrate and incorporate as many of our usual school events as possible. They will
obviously need to be conducted in a COVID safe way, for example no parades or assemblies in the gym, but we do have the
following planned over the next few weeks:
 Footy Day- Thursday 22 October
 Book Week Incursion- Thursday 22 October
 Book Week Dress Up Day- Friday 30 October
Planning for 2021
As per the Compass notification sent last week, we will soon commence the process of formulating classes for next year. This is a
complex process with consideration given to a variety of factors, including academic and social balance. If any parent has
something specific they would like considered, this should be put in writing and addressed to me by Friday 30 October.
World Teachers’ Day
In Victoria, on Friday 30 October we celebrate World Teachers’ day. I would like to thank our team of teachers for the
remarkable contribution they make to Ruskin Park Primary School. We are fortunate to have a talented teaching team that are
incredibly dedicated and strive to empower and provide the best learning opportunities to your children. I am sure you join with
me in thanking them for their efforts.
School Photos
Details are yet to be confirmed and it will be dependent upon health advice and government restrictions but we are hoping to
run school photo day on Thursday 12 November. Stay tuned for further details.

Curriculum Day
A reminder to all families that Monday 2nd November is a curriculum day. Students do not attend school on this day. OSHC will
be running a program for families that require assistance with supervision. Information about this program was distributed last
week.
Sunsmart
As we are now moving into the warmer months, it is a timely reminder that our students are required to wear their SunSmart
school-approved hats during recess, lunch and when they are outside during class time. Please make sure that your child/ren
have their named hat at school.

Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
We have been very impressed with how the Foundation
students have settled back into school life over these last
two weeks. Just like at the start of the year, we are
encouraging them to be as independent and resilient as
possible. We have appreciated your support and positivity
with this as they have returned to school. It`s been great to
see so many smiles and hear them chatting with their
friends again. Have a look at these photos that were taken in
the first half an hour on the first day back. It was so lovely to
see the students relaxed, happy, taking turns and
cooperating.
We`re sure you have heard from your child that we have a
new Foundation playground that they have been using this
week. They have been excited to explore the new play area
and have fun with their friends. It has a castle theme and a
bridge, so it will lend itself beautifully to our fairy tale unit of
work for Reading and Writing this term. There`s already
been some `trip trapping over the bridge` …yes, we worked
on The Three Billy Goats Gruff last week! We look forward to
acting out more stories, practising sequencing the key
events and bringing them to life in a fun way, sometimes
using our new playground!
For our literacy work, we`ve also been enriching their
learning experiences by decorating the hallway in the
Foundation building in a fairy tale theme. This is helping to
set the scene for our work related to these classic stories.
We are reading, retelling, writing and role playing the
stories. We are looking at the key events and discussing
aspects of the books such as similarities and differences
between the characters, settings, events and different
versions of the same stories.
Our Maths focus so far has been on number, specifically recognising and recording the number words…one, two, three etc and
learning about ordinal number…1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. This is a great subject to work on in many different situations. Have a try at home
if you like with your child. Line up some random items in a row and ask questions about their order…What`s the fourth object?
What`s the second one? What is before the 8th object?

Now that we`re back at school we`ve begun VIP again. This is an awesome way of celebrating your child`s achievements and
building their confidence. We`ve been impressed with the effort that has gone into these presentations and are looking forward
to the next ones. Please wait for your invitation, we will make sure everyone gets a turn.
We really enjoyed the Book Week incursion, especially as it was so interactive with aspects of the book being simulated in class.
Ask your child about the Hello Lighthouse story and what happened in class. Please remember that the dress up day for Book
Week (it`s more of a book fortnight for us) is Friday October 30th. We can`t wait to see all the outfits.

Junior School
Year 1
What a great start being back onsite with the students! It has been wonderful to see their smiling faces. We are very impressed
with how well the Year 1 students have settled back into classroom routines. We look forward to a busy and successful final
term.
In Literacy, we have wrapped up our unit on Transactional Texts. We learnt how to correctly structure a letter and what
necessary elements needed to be included. Students were very excited to be writing letters to their grown ups at home and
were thrilled to share what they have been doing back at school. We have begun our Literacy unit focusing on imaginative and
cumulative narratives. Students have been revisiting how to correctly sequence a narrative with a specific focus on how to
include interesting detail and engage the reader straight away.
In Maths, we have been revising number concepts taught during remote learning. We have been practising skip counting using a
range of different numbers, addition and subtraction and place value. Last week we began looking at measurement. Students
have been learning about days of the week, months of the year, calendars and seasons. Students enjoyed completing their own
calendars and included important dates such as birthdays, extra curricular activities and other events. We encourage you to
practise the months of the year with your child at home!
This week is Book Week! The theme for this year is curious creatures and wild minds. As part of our Book Week celebrations we
have asked students to select their favourite picture story book and wrap it up like a present. Each day we will pick a book to
unwrap and read together. All books will be returned once we have read them. Students loved our incursion on Thursday and
created their very own lighthouse art pieces using a range of different mediums.
Just a reminder that Friday the 30th of October is our Book Week dress up day. We can’t wait to see all the students in their
amazing costumes!

Year 2
It has been amazing to see all of our Year 2 students back in the classroom these past two weeks. We loved seeing all of their
smiling faces as they have transitioned back positively to onsite learning. We are focusing on the students’ wellbeing, having an
emphasis on gratitude, kindness and empathy.
In Literacy students are working on a multi genre unit currently focusing on narratives and information reports. We have been
determining the structure, features and purpose of these genres. Students enjoyed writing a narrative using a picture prompt of
a giant turtle as inspiration.
In Maths we revised multiplication and division and are starting our unit on fractions. Students have used hands on materials
such as counters and playdough to support their understanding of these concepts. At home keep an eye out for maths and
fractions in everyday life, for example sharing items between people or cutting food in half.
We’ve started to celebrate Book Week by reading the text “Hello Lighthouse” by Sophie Blackall. Students enjoyed listening to
the text making connections to our knowledge about science and math concepts. We created our own lighthouses, decorating a
cup and writing a statement about how we shine brightly.

Middle School
In Literacy, Year 3 students began a multi genre unit. We revised various genres covered throughout the year, including
narratives, different forms of poetry such as limericks and cinquains, information reports and biographies. We then
brainstormed a passion or interest we would like to research for our multi genre project. We began researching and note-taking
information found using books and websites. We started writing drafts of poems and information reports about our chosen
topic. We will continue drafting our pieces next week using our research and notes to help us. We also started our class text for
the term - ‘Matilda’ by Roald Dahl. We are very much looking forward to finishing the book and watching the movie at the end of
term!

This week in Maths, Year 3 students enjoyed revising the topic of Chance and Probability. Students created their own
experiments to describe the likelihood of certain outcomes. Next week we will begin investigating maps. Students will use scales,
legends and directions to analyse various maps.
Year 3 enjoyed Book Week this week and the activities we did in our class. We loved the incursion on Thursday and enjoyed
making our very own lighthouse art pieces. We were also very excited for our Footy Dress Up Day on Thursday! We can’t wait
for the Book Week Dress Up Day next week.
Year 4 students also began a multi genre unit this term - students chose a topic and planned out four pieces of writing across
four different genres! We found a variety of nonfiction texts on our topic (both digital and hard copy texts) and started a new
Reader’s Notebook to record our thoughts, ideas and questions. Students planned and drafted their first writing piece; a
nonfiction text. The quality of the students’ texts, which include a range of information reports and biographies, is very
impressive!
In Maths, we have been revising the four operations - addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, particularly focusing on
strategies for solving problems involving two digit multiplication and short division. Over the next two weeks we will begin
learning about geometric reasoning including the different types of angles and how to find the value of missing angles.
On Thursday we loved watching the inimitable Tony Bones perform ‘Hello Lighthouse,’ and engaged in various activities to do
with the book. The play was interactive and fun, and got everyone up and moving about as we learnt about how old fashioned
lighthouses worked and the changing role of the lighthouse keeper.

Senior School
It has been fantastic to have all our Year 5 and 6 students back in the classroom this past fortnight. We have been impressed
with their return and greeted with lots of smiles and positive attitudes.
Students in Year 6 have been busy planning and writing their graduation speeches. They each completed a questionnaire about
their experiences at Ruskin Park and in primary school in general. These were forwarded onto a peer in the class who is writing a
speech about them. Students have been studying speeches in Reading, with a focus on how to deliver an engaging speech using
sophisticated language.
Students in Year 5 have been busy reconnecting with their love of reading as well as analysing speeches, and are writing their
speeches for 2021 Leadership and Buddy positions. They have reflected upon their experiences at primary school and the
attributes which makes them a potential captain and leader of Ruskin Park. We are also excited to begin our Super Speak Public
Speaking program over the coming weeks to develop our skills in preparation for presenting our speeches (Further information
about the Captaincy process for 2021 will be announced shortly).

Year 5 students have been busy practising their times tables
and have begun their unit on mapping, thinking about the
points on a Compass and directing their partner around the
school using directional language.
In addition to delving into classroom learning, we have all
been focused on student wellbeing upon our return to school.
We have been including ‘brain breaks’ and similar activities to
promote a positive and inclusive atmosphere in the
classrooms. In the Year 6 classes, we played a game where
students in pairs had to create sticky note towers. The catch
was to add a sticky note to their tower, the note had to have a
sentence explaining what the pair had in common, e.g. both
barrack for Hawthorn! Much fun was had as can be seen in
the photos.
Students in the Senior School are excited about the upcoming
Footy Day and Book Character Day. We cannot wait to see them all dressed up!

Book Week and Book Fair!

This week is the official CBCA Book Week! We hope your children enjoyed reading the new books in their classroom libraries and
our special Book Week incursion by Tony Bones!
It’s not over yet though - the celebrations continue over the next two weeks. Friday the 30th of October will be our annual Book
Week dress up day. We will be taking lots of photos and enjoying some fun Book Week themed activities in class. The students
from each sub school with the best activity work, will also receive a $15 voucher for our Book Fair.
We are very fortunate to still be able to hold our annual Scholastic Book Fair this year - it will run from Wednesday 4th
November until Tuesday 10th November! Due to COVID-19 restrictions it will be a ‘parent-free’ Book Fair and while it will look a
little different to usual Book Fairs, we will still have a wonderful range of high quality books to show our students.
Students will visit the fair with their teacher during the week and will have the opportunity to make wish lists of books they
would like to purchase. They will bring these home and if you would like to purchase the book for them you can pay for your
child’s choice online.
You can also view the Book Week flier here - https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5593/arcticadventure.pdf
A percentage of our sales will be given to the school so we can buy more books for our classroom libraries. We truly appreciate
your support!

ICAS
The 2020 ICAS timeline has been extended to cater for all students participating in Victorian schools. Next week we will begin
the testing process and will have all assessments completed by the following week. The dates for the assessments are as
follows:
Week 4:
Monday 26 October:

Maths

Wednesday 28 October:

English

Thursday 29 October:

Spelling

th

th

th

Week 5:
Wednesday 4th November:

Science

Thursday 5th November:

Digital Technology

The tests will be administered by Ms Young in a COVID safe environment. Please note these assessments are only available to
those who enrolled through the ICAS website earlier in the year.
Simone Barden
ICAS Coordinator

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays between June and October

Flip

Harrison

Akshara

Van Lin
Par

Logan

Teagan

Jasper
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Cungpi
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Mason
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Jasper
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Matthew
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Charlie
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Noah

Thomas
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Jessica

Ram

William

Ronak

Sophie

Nawi Pi

Alannah

Justin

Hazel

Ali

Jackson

Esther

Charlotte

Alexander

Levi

Lola

Taniesha

Finn

Matilda

Hamish

Rechel

Robert

Curtis

Hailey

Olivia

Willow

Molly

David

Isla

Raha

Shameeka

Owen

Gus

Kayla

Senul

Tyler

Jer

Salina

Ananya

Jack

Chelsea

Eadie

Corbin

Isabella

Eli

Hunter

Lenny

Hamish

Dominic

Mang Dim

Charlie

Tha

Tyler

Kalen

Peter

Neve

Brendan

Jai

Jack

Rishabh

Vivienne

Allie

Vasil

Max

Lachlan

Bonnie

Hazel

James

Michaela

Lucas

Lora

Vann

William

Krishna

Harvey

Hayley

Lal Lung

Owen

Daniel

Zach

Poppy

Harrison

Jasper

Zoe

Bella

Harley

Luca

Scarlett

Piper

Mia

Austin

Gus

Hugo

Luke

James

Jacob

Jemma

Keziah

Hayden

Alana

Bailey

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special
Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school
will have a percentage of their sale donated to our school.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

