
 
 

Just a couple of screens from 

our first online Assembly 
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Principal’s Report 
There has been great excitement as we welcomed back our Foundation to Year 2 students. The engaging buzz in 

those classrooms has returned and the yard has seen students reuniting with friends and sharing their remote 

learning journeys. The social aspect is something I think we have all missed these past few months.  

I need to again thank all members of our community. Together we have risen to the challenges presented by COVID-

19 and worked in partnership with the shared goal of supporting our students, your children. The past few months 

have not been easy, with all of us required to undertake a new style of learning while also juggling demands of 

siblings, working from home, IT issues etc. Everyone’s journey has been unique and I thank you for your persistence, 

flexibility and support.  Together we have achieved a lot.  

I am a strong believer that we should learn from our experiences. Already at the school we have had initial 

discussions about what we can learn from the past few months and are there any practices we could look to 

continue or adapt into the future.   

Students in Years 3 to 6 return to onsite learning from Tuesday 9 June. Our return to school policy has previously 

been circulated through Compass but I would like to remind families of the staggered start and finish times for the 

final three weeks of term.  

Arrival 

 Foundation, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 from 8:45am for a 9am start. (Please do not arrive prior to 8:45am) 

 Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5 are asked to arrive from 9am for a 9:15am start. Students with siblings can arrive at 

either time. 

Dismissal 

 Foundation: 3pm 

 Year 4 and Year 6: 3:15pm 

 Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 5: 3:30pm 

I trust the regular updates through Compass have been valuable. As always, please feel free to make contact should 

you have any questions.  

 

 

Upcoming Dates 2020 

June 

Monday 8th  

 

Tuesday 9th  

Wednesday 24th  

 

Thursday 25th  

 

 

Friday 26th  

 
Queen’s Birthday - Student Free 

Day 

Year 3 to Year 6 students resume 
Modified Semester 1 Reports 

available on Compass 

Sushi lunch day 

Final day of Term 2 for students 

(staggered finish) 

Curriculum Day- Student Free Day 

July 

Monday 13th  

Tuesday 28th  

 

 

 
Tem 3 commences 

2021 Foundation Meet and Greet (TBC) 

 

 

Further dates to be advised 



 

 
 

End of Semester Reports 

As always you will receive a report for your child outlining their progress in Semester 1, 2020 against the Victorian 

Curriculum. The report may look different, however, as it is not possible to implement our standard report writing 

process.  

We have received advice from the Department of Education and Training regarding modifications to the Semester 

One reporting that takes into account the limitations on the ability of teachers to accurately assess student progress 

during the remote learning period. 

As a result of this advice, teachers at our school will  

 not be providing a 5 point scale for curriculum areas (ie progression point) 

 be available for parents/carers and students to discuss the school report, although we would appreciate it if 
these were limited to occasions where parents/carers have concerns that they feel need to be addressed 
immediately. Other opportunities for feedback will arise in Term 3, 2020.  
 

Following the Department’s guidelines the modified report comment on student achievement will include:  

 a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 taught 
 a succinct descriptive assessment of student learning achievement, based on the Achievement Standards in 

the Victorian Curriculum F-10 
 a comment on how the student has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning environment, with 

reference to the Personal and Social Capability curriculum. 
 

The end of Semester 2 report will have a more informed and accurate assessment of your child’s progress against 

the Victorian Curriculum.  

Parent / Teacher interviews have been rescheduled for Monday 3rd August (3:45pm-8pm) and Wednesday 5th August 

(3:45pm-5pm). 

2021 Foundation Enrolment 

We have already received a number of enrolments for 2021. If you have a child due to start at Ruskin Park next year 

could you please complete an enrolment form. Forms are available from the office and also the school website. We 

can also email you a copy of the form if you contact the office. I know it is early but understanding our Foundation 

numbers assists with longer term planning.   

Calendar Dates 

Obviously a lot has had to change in regard to the school calendar. We are in the process of working through new 

dates and identifying what activities can and can’t run in the coming terms.  One of the priorities includes seeking 

clarity around the Year Five camp scheduled for Term 3.  

At the moment we do have a strict policy around essential staff only onsite which impacts programs such as Creative 

Music. We will follow the health advice but at this point we are hoping these can recommence in Term 3.  

Our decisions will be guided by government regulations and health recommendations. Please continue to check 

Compass and newsletters for up to date information.  

A reminder that the final day of term, Friday 26 June is a curriculum day.  

 

 



 

 
 

School Grounds 

The past few months have seen a number of projects 

undertaken across the school. The poles for new shade sails 

have been added to our Year 3 and 4 playground, our gym floor 

has been resurfaced and we have erected a wall around our 

sandpit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staffing Update 

At the end of this term Mrs Jane Humphries will commence her maternity leave. It is an exciting time for Jane and 

her husband Josh as they prepare to welcome their first child. I am sure you join me in wishing Jane all the very best. 

I can also advise our community that Mrs Julie Donaldson will be moving from the art room and replacing Jane as the 

Foundation H classroom teacher. Julie will be familiar to a number of our families having spent many years teaching 

Foundation before her maternity leave.  

We are currently in the final stages of appointing an art teacher for Semester Two.  

New Jacket 

School Council have been in the process of adding a waterproof jacket to our school 

uniform list. It is optional and can be purchased from PSW.   

Spray Jacket with Contrast & Lining 

Size 4 to 14/XS  $69.95 

Size 16/S to 18/M $74.95 

 

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Foundation 

It has been wonderful to see our students’ big smiles and warm greetings of a morning now that we are back 

learning at school. The Foundation teachers are very pleased with the independence of all students as they enter the 

building, unpack their bags and begin the daily routine with ease. It’s been wonderful how much learning students 

have done at home and we would like to say thank you to all parents for your support and commitment to the Home 

Learning program.  

The Foundation students have been continuing to focus on non-fiction texts 

in both reading and writing. This includes developing their understanding of 

the reader’s workshop and how reading lessons will be structured. They have 

also been focusing on identifying new information in texts and using this to 

create information reports. This week students have been reading and writing 

about birds and discovering their different features and characteristics.  

In Maths, students have continued to develop their understanding of addition 

and become more fluent in their ability to use a range of strategies to solve 

an addition problem. This includes drawing pictures, using counters and a 

number line.  

This week students concluded their focus on individual letter sounds with a 

focus on Q and Z. Students will begin learning common blends and diagraphs 

to help them with both their reading and their writing. Please continue to 

revise the individual letter sounds with your child if needed, particularly when 

practising sight words and reading take home books.  

 

Junior School 

Year 1 

Welcome back! We are very excited 

to have students back in the 

classroom participating in face-to-

face learning. We would like to say a 

huge congratulations and thank you 

to both students and parents for 

their commitment and persistence 

during Home Learning.  

Students are quickly adapting to our new normal where we are regularly adhering to hygiene guidelines such as hand 

washing and sanitising. We are super impressed with how the students have settled back into the classroom 

routines. Our focus this week has been on revising concepts taught during Home Learning and re-embedding our 

knowledge of lesson structures.  

Students have loved reconnecting with their friends and teachers and it has been so lovely to see so many smiles.  

 



 

 
 

Year 2  

Wellbeing 

We have been focusing on student wellbeing with the various changes that have occurred including Home Learning, 

returning to school and staggered starts and finishes. Students have been discussing their worries, creating a Worry 

Monster and stating how they can calm down their worry monster. We have also been discussing the things we can 

and cannot control and how we actively listen to one another.  

 

Reading 

In Reading, students have been revising what we learnt over the Home Learning period. We have been exploring the 

features of nonfiction texts including headings, subheadings, captions, images, glossaries, contents and index pages. 

To identify these we completed a mind map recording what each feature is and where we might find it in a 

nonfiction text. We also completed a features scavenger hunt where we recorded pages that we found text features 

on and shared these with a partner. Students were also engaged in choosing Just Right books for their book boxes 

and getting back into our Reader’s Workshop model. 

 

Writing 

In Writing, students have been consolidating their knowledge of information reports. We have been sorting facts 

into subheadings, recording facts in their own words and drafting information reports. We have taken an 

information report through the writing process, ensuring the piece is planned, drafted, edited and revised before 

reaching the publishing stage. 

 

Maths 

In Maths, students participated in a range of hands on maths games including Race to 100 and Race to 0 using the 

addition and subtraction strategies they learnt over the Home Learning period. They had a go at Number Celebrity 

Heads using their knowledge of odd/even numbers and place value to help them guess what the number was. We 

have also revised over the strategies Bridge to 10, Split Strategy, Jump Strategy and vertical addition and subtraction. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Middle School 

The Middle School teachers are so excited that we are at the end of Home Learning and we get to see our classes 

again next week. Thank you to all students and parents for your hard work at home; we are very proud of you! 

Year 3 

For the past two weeks, Year 3 students have been learning about Dreamtime 

stories. Our focus has been on determining importance, with students reading 

a range of Dreamtime stories and working on identifying the moral or lesson 

of the stories. Over the next two weeks at school, we are going to write our 

own Dreamtime styled stories, focusing on teaching a moral. Students will be 

supported to write using more detail, and include more descriptive language 

such as adjectives in their writing. 

In Maths, students have been learning about fractions. They have calculated 

and ordered fractions of collections and shapes, and solved problems using 

fractions in everyday life situations. Students thoroughly enjoyed applying 

these skills to solve problems during interactive conference activities and 

games. Over the next two weeks students will begin to gather, interpret and 

present data.  

This term our Science unit was ‘Physical Science: Forces and Magnetism.’ Over the past two weeks students have 

constructed a magnetic maze using materials from around the house. Students were very resourceful and creative, 

using cardboard, paper and magnets found around the house! 

Year 4 

For the past two weeks, Year 4 students have been learning about 

Dreamtime stories and Aesop’s fables. We have learnt about how both 

these text types were passed down orally through generations, and how 

both are designed to teach a lesson or moral. Students have read many 

different Dreamtime stories and fables, and engaged in tasks requiring 

them to determine the important message and match the moral to the 

fable. Over the next two weeks at school, we will begin comparing and 

contrasting these text types and writing our own! 

In Maths, students have been learning about financial mathematics. They 

planned a party budget and learnt to round money amounts and calculate 

change to the nearest 5c. Over the next two weeks at school we will be 

revising all concepts covered during Home Learning, before beginning a 

short unit on Statistics and Probability. 

Our History unit has been closely integrated to our Literacy unit, as we have 

learnt about the First Fleet, Captain Cook, and the first contacts between 

Aboriginal Australian and European settlers. Our focus over the next two 

weeks will be on learning more about Aboriginal pre-settlement culture. 

 



 

 
 

Senior School 

Home Learning 

After eight weeks the Senior School’s Home Learning program has concluded. We thank our families for their 

support over what no doubt has been a tricky period. 

Of course with such a setup, there are positives and negatives, however we have been extremely impressed with the 

Senior School students and their flexibility, creativity and resilience across the course of the online program.  

Whilst learning from home has it challenges, we have also seen many positives, with students thinking creatively in 

ways to demonstrate their learning. One such example was Oli in 6C, who as part of his statistics unit, constructed 

graphs by using chalk on his concrete driveway. He then made a film demonstrating what he’d done and his learning. 

Other students sourced different materials to design and create a gas-powered boat as part of the Chemical Science 

unit.  

We tried to have plenty of fun and this included theme days and dressing up in our favourite colours, sports teams, 

AFL teams, pyjamas, etc. I know a highlight for many was ‘Pet Day’, where students had the opportunity to introduce 

their pets via a Webex meeting.   

We have been impressed with the students’ abilities in using Google Classroom and Webex as part of online learning. 

No doubt the skills developed will be beneficial for the future as well. 

Canberra Tour rescheduled 

Thank you to all the families and students for their understanding and support with the postponement of the Year 

Six Canberra Tour. 

We have been lucky enough to reschedule the Year Six Canberra Tour for Term Four. The tour will depart at the start 

of week eight - Monday 23rd November, and return on Friday 27th November.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Moore or the Year Six teachers. 

High School Transition 

Thank you to all the Year Six families who promptly returned their high school enrolment forms.  

As mentioned earlier in the year, students and families will find out their high school placement in Term Three. 

Year Five Metaphor Poem-       Written by Vang Ku 

Alleycat 

She twists; a jagged shadow, 

Her eyes are pits of gold. 

She’s a blade that shines with danger, 

Her face is strange and cold. 

 

The moonlight strikes the clearing, 

Lighting up the fear. 



 

 
 

The crows come forth whilst squawking, 

For the alleycat is near. 

 

She’s the symbol of the winter, 

She’s a cold-blooded scourge. 

Her claws are worse than daggers, 

From the darkness she emerged. 

 

Her jaws split and laugh, 

Spreading rumours, lies and sneers, 

The sunlight turns to gloom, 

For the alleycat is here. 

Visual Arts 

Wow! What a busy term it has been so far! I would like to acknowledge and say thank you to all of the students and 

families who have continued to support Visual Arts during Home Learning. It has been a team effort and the artwork 

that has been produced at home has been incredible!  

Foundation students have been looking at facial proportions and features and have created a variety of different 

types of portraits through drawing or using other materials. 

Year 1 students have explored artwork created by Romero Britto, drawing a teddy bear and colouring it using 

patterns, shapes and lines inspired by Britto’s artwork. They also experimented with different techniques to create 

paper sculptures. 

Year 2 students have been exploring colour theory, creating their own colour wheel and learning about warm and 

cool colours. They drew an artwork inspired by Ted Harrison, and coloured or painted the landscape using warm 

colours for the sky and cool colours for the ground or sea. They also created a sculpture out of recycled materials. 

Year 3 students have been learning about photography, creating photographs of their toys using different angles. 

They have also explored nature art created by Andy Goldsworthy and looked at a variety of famous artworks. If you 

would like to see the Year 3 photography exhibition, you can find it at 

https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/rppsvirtualartgallery/home  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophie FH Angus FD Logan FC Olivia FT 

https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/rppsvirtualartgallery/home


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

MARCH          

Gloria Cary Joshua Evan Archie Hughie William  
Vang 

Ku 
Parker Ruby 

Trysten Chloe Hunter Leah Michael Sarah Austin Holy Nathaniel Brooklyn 

APRIL          

Thomas Maggie Sebastian Yuanna 
Ngun 
Cer 

Finn Charlie Isabella Matthew Sigourney 

Indi Jordi Townes Wyatt Rita Summer Delan Nathan Maeve Lexie 

Felix Hezekia Millie Cooper Milo Xavier Samuel Adam Sophie Philip 

Stephanie Kailie Nome Ruby       

MAY          

Cooper Matilda Noah Brody Heer Harry Liam Jacob Felicity Blair 

Hannah 1A Mia 1C Lola 1J 

Keziah 2C 

Blair 2D Michaela 2E 



 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keidi Liam Alex Darcy Samuel Emely Tyla Olivia Jayden Emily 

Gracie Joel Noah Abel Lorelei      

JUNE          

John Jordyn Van James Angus      



 

 
 



 

 
 

 


