6 March 2020

Upcoming Dates 2020
March

April
th

Monday 9
Tuesday 10th
Thursday 12th
Friday 13th
Monday 16th to
Friday 20th
Friday 20th
Monday 23rd and
Tuesday 24th
Wednesday 25th
Friday 27th

Labour Day Public Holiday
Free Dress- Bushfire Relief
Twilight Sports (5pm)
Year 5 & 6 Transition Excursions
Sushi Day
Canberra Camp-Year 6

Monday 13th
Tuesday 14th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th

Easter Monday
First Day Term 2
Toastmasters commences in Year 6
House Athletics

Tuesday 21st

Zoo Excursion-Foundation

Harmony Day
Cultural Infusion Incursion

Wednesday 29th

School Photos

Rock Band Performance
End of Term 1 (2:30pm dismissal)

Principal’s Report
House Cross Country
Congratulations to all students who took part in this
week’s House Cross Country. Across the school we
encourage students to challenge themselves and
Cross Country provides another opportunity for this.
For some, it was about improving their performance
from the previous year while for others the goal was
to simply finish the course. Whatever the goal, our
students embraced the challenge and should
be proud of their efforts.
Thank you to all our parent helpers. We
would not have been able to run the event
without your support.
Twilight Sports
We look forward to seeing many of our
families at our Twilight Sports on Thursday
12th March. This is a wonderful event to
have at the start of the year. Families are encouraged to arrive from 5pm with a picnic dinner. The evening will
provide the opportunity to mingle with other families in a relaxed and casual atmosphere. Mr McDonald has been
busy preparing a number of activities that will run throughout the evening. I am sure it will be a memorable event.
Farewell Mrs Beare
I would like to invite all members of our community to our final Assembly for Term 1 on Friday 27th March where we
will farewell Mrs Alaine Beare.
The Assembly will be an opportunity for our families to thank Mrs Beare for the wonderful contribution she has
made to our school over many, many years.

Key Dates
Our Family and Friends Network, supported by School Council have been planning a number of events across the
year for our students and also families. This year, a Trivia Night has been planned for parents. This will be one of our
major events for the year so I strongly encourage everyone to consider getting involved. Please put Friday 17 th July in
your diary. We will aim to make it accessible to everyone, you can organise your own full table (between 8-10
people) or we can assist individuals or groups to fill a table. A team of parents has already started sourcing sponsors
and raffle items. If you are part of a local business and would like to consider sponsoring the event there are a
number of options available. Please contact the office or Deb at rppsfundraising@gmail.com for further information.
The Family and Friends Network and School Council have arranged two free dress days this term. The first, to be held
on Tuesday 10th March will raise funds for bushfire relief. The second, to be held on the final day of Term 1, Friday
27th March will raise funds for The Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal.
Students choosing to wear free dress are asked to make a gold coin donation.
School Council
We will be holding our School Council AGM on Monday 23rd March 2020 at 7pm. All members of our school
community are welcome to attend. After the AGM we will hold our first meeting of the ‘new’ 2020 School Council.
I would like to thank all members of our community that expressed a willingness to be part of School Council this
year. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Special Religious Instruction
As some of you may be aware, in recent years the regulations regarding Special Religious Instruction (SRI) in
government schools have changed. In line with these regulations, we are planning to make available Christian SRI
classes for students in Years 1-4 for 30 minutes during lunchtime on a Wednesday. These sessions will begin in Term
2. Students wishing to participate will need to complete and return the permission form that went home this week.
Labour Day- Monday 9th March
A reminder that Monday is a public holiday. We hope our families enjoy the long weekend. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday 10th March.

Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Thank you for getting your children started on their first week
of sight words. It is very important for us to work together to
support your child’s learning. The students are showing
enthusiasm for learning their sight words and love to tell us
which ones they know in the classroom. Thank you for
attending Parent/Teacher interviews. It was valuable for us and
we hope that you took away some information about how your
child has settled into school.
We have been learning about ‘Bucket Filling’ over the past
week. The students are learning how they can fill their own

bucket and other people’s. We are helping them to make good choices and be kind to one another. If they see
someone playing on their own they are encouraged to ask them to join in which therefore fills both buckets. We are
already seeing the positive outcomes of ‘Bucket Filling’. We are encouraging them to use actions and words to make
other people feel good. This will help build resilience and inspire them to achieve happiness.
We have commenced Show and Tell and it is a huge hit in the classrooms. The students are building their confidence
to speak in front of their peers and share their favourite things. These discussions will enable students to strengthen
their discussion skills. We have seen many great things such as dinosaurs, Batman transformers and unicorns!
The students have now learnt the letter names and sounds for Ss, Aa, Tt, Pp, Ii, Nn, Ee and Rr. Please encourage your
child to continue to spot these letters around the home and when out on adventures. We have sent home a
handwriting sheet for letters and numbers to encourage students to practise these skills at home. We are continuing
to do handwriting sessions daily to help with letter formation.
We have been continuing to read a sight word book each week which you will see in your child’s reader folder.
Please continue to encourage their successes when reading this book. We are now learning about rhyming words
and playing lots of rhyming games. We are encouraging them to find rhyming words when listening to picture story
books at home. Please remember to send back your child’s reader folder daily with the yellow reading diary and the
reading books.
In Maths this week we have been learning about length and capacity. We have been working hard to understand the
language of ‘more’ and ‘less’ and ‘longer’ and ‘shorter’. We have also been comparing the capacity of different
containers and ordering from biggest to smallest in relation to capacity.

Junior School
Year 1
Thank you to all who attended the Parent/Teacher Interviews. The
home school partnership is a vital part of your child’s learning and
development.
In Literacy, we have continued to focus on narratives and ensured
we have included all the necessary elements. Students are
developing the ability to identify their strengths as a reader and a
writer, as well discussing and implementing individual reading and
writing goals.

Last week in Maths, we explored chance and probability focusing on events that are certain, likely, unlikely or
impossible. This week, we have started to investigate place value using concrete materials. The students have been
learning to recognise how many tens and ones are in a number. As seen in the Year 1 photos, using tens frames
supports the students to confidently identify friends of ten using a visual representation. Ask your child to tell you
the friends of ten or teach you how to play race to 30.
In History we have been comparing differences between past and present in school and community settings. As you
would have seen last week, students have been given a Family History Project. These projects are to be presented in
class in Term 1 week 7 (9th March – 13th March). We look forward to hearing them!

Year 2
Reading
Within Reading we have been analysing why we read independently, discussing that it helps us become better
readers, builds our confidence and allows us to practise our reading strategies. We have further developed our
understanding of Book Talks, examining the different types of questions and what detail we can provide, such as our
favourite parts, powerful words and describing the characters. Students have also been discussing the reading
comprehension strategy Activating Schema. They have been documenting what our schema is, about a book, before
reading and discussing what new learning has occurred.
Writing
We have been continuing to develop our understanding of the writing stages (pre-writing, planning, drafting,
revising, editing and publishing). Students focused on their revising and editing skills and are learning how to use an
editing checklist to support their skills. In Writing, students have started to explore Author’s Purpose and the three
reasons authors write; to persuade, to inform and to entertain.
Maths
In Mathematics we have been exploring different ways to measure assorted classroom and outdoor objects both
formally and informally. Students had the opportunity to measure using unifix blocks, counters, MAB blocks, etc. to
gather an informal measurement. We then learnt how we measure using a ruler to gather a formal measurement.
We had to make sure we started at the 0 and measure end to end of an object. This week students have learnt to
find the area of an object by measuring the inside of it. They have all enjoyed participating in these hands on maths
experiences. Next week we’ll be learning about the place value of numbers using assorted MAB blocks.

Middle School
Thank you to all parents that attended Parent/Teacher Interviews - we value and appreciate the opportunity to meet
with you as you provide us with a valuable insight into your child which helps us support and teach them in our
classrooms.
Year 3
In Reading, students have been exploring characters by synthesising prior knowledge with new information found
when reading and combining these to create new understandings. They have enjoyed exploring character feelings
and actions by creating timelines to track them and how they change throughout the text. Students have been
locating dialogue and practising using expression to reflect different character emotions. They are reminded to read
expressively (like storytellers) at home. We have finished our narrative unit and next week will begin examining the
difference between facts and opinions in Persuasive texts.
In Writing, students have continued exploring Narratives. They have located features of paragraphs in writing and
continued experimenting with them in their own choice writing. Students have explored dialogue and using
punctuation correctly. Additionally, they have enjoyed creating a list of words that can be used as an alternative
(synonym) for ‘said’. We located time connective words (such as first, next, finally) and have noticed that these can
be clues for when to begin a new paragraph. Students have been enjoying Choice Writing and have started to
publish and display their work on our Writer’s Wall.
In Maths, we have been learning new addition and subtraction strategies. These have allowed us to identify the
connection between addition and subtraction. We have been using these strategies to solve word problems and
more challenging equations that require trading or the use of multiple strategies. We have been really enjoying
working in collaboration with each other to solve addition and subtraction equations as a team.

Year 4
We have finally started our much anticipated, long awaited, Fantasy narrative unit! In Reading, we have started
reading The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe and are working hard to deeply understand the main characters and
track the different plot lines. It is a complex text, and we are very pleased with the students’ effort and engagement.
Over the next two weeks the characters are going to start moving apart from each other, resulting in two different
plots which we will work on following and understanding. We have also started exploring the themes of the text, and
some students are also working on this as part of their individual goals.
In Writing, we spent all last week planning to write a longer, more complicated Fantasy narrative. This was a
challenge for some students who have not written in the genre before, and led to rich discussions about what makes
the Fantasy genre so unique, and how it differs from Science Fiction and Action genres. We drew inspiration from a
range of known Fantasy narratives, both books and movies, and wrote detailed character profiles, back stories and
fantasy setting descriptions. This week we have started to write our narratives, and we plan for this to take another
week, before we dive into the editing and revising stage of writing.
In Maths, we are learning about addition and subtraction strategies, focusing on how addition and subtraction are
connected. We have been exploring this through some open ended problems requiring trial and error, exploration of
number and lots of rich discussion about numbers.

Senior School
Canberra Tour
There is just over a week until we embark on our Year 6 Canberra Tour. You
will have received numerous notices on what to bring, luggage dimensions
and essential information. We require all students attending the tour at
school on Monday 16th March at 7:00am. We will depart at 7:15am. Please
ensure your child has a backpack for the first day containing their school
hat, raincoat, refillable drink bottle, snack and lunch, a book and an activity
for the bus (e.g. cards). Students can take a pillow onto the bus if they wish.
All bedding is supplied, so there is no need to pack a sleeping bag. If your
child has medication, please hand it to your child’s classroom teacher prior
to the day of departure (if possible). If you have any questions please
contact your child’s classroom teacher. We are looking forward to an action
packed and enjoyable week in Canberra!
Summer Round Robin Interschool Sports
On Friday 28th February, our Year 5 and 6 students participated in the
Summer Round Robin Interschool Sports which included Kanga Cricket,
Tennis Hot Shots, T-ball and Softball. We were extremely pleased with the
way our students participated and interacted with each other and other
schools. Well done!
Transition Events
As part of our Transition Program, on Thursday 12th March, Year 5 students will attend Yarra Hills Secondary
College's "Exploration Day" and participate in a range of curriculum-related activities which will provide them with
an understanding of a day in the life of a secondary school student through ‘hands on’ learning experiences.

On the same day our Year 6 students will attend Mooroolbark College. They will experience a Secondary School
setting first hand and attend class sessions such as Art, Drama, Science and Food. Students will complete their day
with a hot dog lunch.

Japanese 2020
2020 is the year of the rat, the first year in the 12 year Chinese/Japanese Zodiac. It is a great year for new beginnings
and we have had a great start to our Japanese program this year.
We have a wonderful new space for Japanese lessons, filled with posters and Japanese cultural items to stimulate
student interest. The students are loving sitting on Japanese cushions at the low tables. The four groups of tables are
set up like the main islands of Japan, giving extra inspiration to the Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students who are making their
own maps of Japan this term.
For the first four weeks, we hosted a Japanese assistant, Ms Minami Kanemitsu, who helped with our Japanese
lessons. She was a wonderful addition to our Japanese program and much loved by the students. Minami was a
terrific help while setting up the Japanese classroom, providing authentic examples of Japanese in classes and
helping run the parent classes. We wish her well as she continues her studies back in Japan. A special “Thank you” to
the Lynch family, Adam, Lara, Hazel and Lilly who hosted Minami during her stay. I know Minami really enjoyed
staying with the Lynch family and they loved hosting her.
While host families introduce the Japanese assistant to Australian culture, they get to learn about Japanese culture
as well, and often make friendships that last a lifetime. Without the support of host families, we can’t host Japanese
assistants at our school. If your family would like to host a Japanese assistant in the future, please let Mr. Brown
know.

Parents were offered ‘Introduction to Japanese’ classes and over the
course of two evenings they were introduced to the basics of
Japanese language and culture. The lessons were well attended with
over 20 people enrolled. Parents learned about the three ways of
writing, some simple conversation, Japanese culture (including
calligraphy and origami) and were given many tips to help their
children with their language studies. One of the resources given to
the parents was a list of useful apps and websites for Japanese
language learning, which I will send out to all families.
Next term we are planning to hold a Japanese cultural evening. I will
be sending out further information once the planning is finalised.
I hope you all have a great, year of the rat!
Greg Brown
Japanese Teacher

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Donald

Eleanor

Lily

Ell

Roda

Byron

Amelia

Dorthy

Ngunceucin

Joshua

San Dim

Jack

Josh

Ayden

Ruskin Rockers Good Friday
Appeal Fundraiser
Are you interested in helping to raise money for a great
cause while having an amazing time with talented
musicians? We’ve got just the thing!
In 2020, Ruskin Park’s Rock Band “The Ruskin Rockers”
are dedicating their skills, talents, time and energy to continue raising
money for The Good Friday Appeal. As a final fundraising event, they
will be holding a one off performance in the Music Room on
Wednesday 25th March at 6:30pm, with all proceeds raised from
tickets going towards the Good Friday Appeal.
Tickets are available from the office for $2 per person, make sure you
get in quick! With repertoire from musical legends such as ABBA, John
Lennon, The Shadows and Justice Crew this promises to be a fun-filled
night not to be missed! Ruskin Rockers will also be appearing at the
Twilight Sports on the 12th of March continuing their busking efforts.
See you there!

Family and Friends
Family and Friends are selling icy poles again from the canteen. Sales
will begin at 1:40 pm when students go outside after eating their lunch.
School Council and Family and Friends will be confirming what this
year’s fundraising will go to and let everyone know shortly.
Family and Friends volunteers will sell icy poles on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and the cost will be $1.00
At the Twilight sports we will be selling drinks from 5:00pm and icy poles after 6:30pm
Please remember to donate for the Easter Raffle. Raffle tickets for students to sell ($1.00 each) were sent home
yesterday.
Sushi Day is on Friday 13th March.
Orders must be made online at
www.sushi.net.au by 10:00am
Thursday 12th March

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special
Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will
have a percentage of their sale donated to our school.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

