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Principal’s Report 
It was wonderful to visit each classroom last Wednesday and welcome all our students back to school and in 

particular those new to Ruskin Park. 

The beginning of a new school year always brings great anticipation and excitement. For our returning students, it is 

a chance to share holiday experiences with friends and for our Foundation students it signifies the start of a new 

chapter in their education. It has been an incredibly positive start with students settling well into their new classes.  

A number of works were completed over the summer break. The last touches were added to our new classrooms 

which will be home to our Year 5 students, the final wing of the main building has now received new carpet, and new 

furniture was delivered for our Year 4 students. This continues our periodical replacement of furniture and upgrading 

of facilities.  

Staffing for 2020 

Classroom Teachers: 

Foundation: Sam Cutcliffe, Sue Dickinson, Jane Humphries, Katrina Tozer 

Year 1: Jamie-Lee Campion, Rochelle Jinks, Aimee Jones 

Year 2: Nicole Cochrane, Ashleigh Doensen, Helen Edwards 

Year 3: Caitlin Budge, Rozie McKerrow  

Year 4: Brendan Alexander, Jennifer Clarke 

Year 5: Kate Holly, Liz O’Halloran, Nina Pratley 

Year 6: Ben Coffin, Molly Marshall 

Support Education: Simone Barden, Alaine Beare, Sarah Poynter 

Specialist staff: 

Greg Brown (Japanese), Kizzy Davies (Music), Julie Donaldson (Art), Lachlan McDonald (Phys Ed) 

 

Upcoming Dates 2020 

February  
Tuesday 11 

 

Thursday 13 

 

Friday 21 

 

Monday 24 

Wednesday 26 

Friday 28 

 
Year 3/4 and 5/6 Information 

Night 

Foundation and 1/2 Information 

Night 

 

District Swimming 

 

Parent / Teacher interviews 

Parent / Teacher interviews 

Year 5/6 Round Robin 

March 
Monday 2 

Tuesday 3 

 

Monday 9 

Thursday 12 

 

Monday 16 to 

Friday 20 

 

Monday 23 to 

Tuesday 24 

Friday 26 

 
Division Swimming 

Year 3-6 House Cross Country 

 

Labour Day - Student Free Day 

Twilight Sports 

 

Canberra Camp 

 

 

Cultural Infusion 

 

End of Term 1 (2:30pm dismissal) 



 

 
 

Education Support Staff: 

Carol Beach, Jane Burrows, Anne Campbell, Tracy Cant, Sharyn Carroll, Jo Charles, Tess Evenden, Melanie Horner 

Office/Administration: 

Andrew Moore (Principal), Shannon Young (Assistant Principal) Jennifer Humphris (Business Manager), Deb Brown, 

Vicki Rimmer 

Curriculum / Information Nights 

Foundation - Thursday 13th February - 6:30pm 

Years One and Two - Thursday 13th February - 7:30pm 

Years Three and Four - Tuesday 11th February - 6:30pm 

Years Five and Six - Tuesday 11th February - 7:30pm 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

These will be held in Week 5 of this term on Monday 24th February and Wednesday 26th February. This interview is 

an opportunity for parents to share with teachers any information they feel is pertinent to their child’s schooling and 

also receive an update as to how their child has settled into their new year level. Bookings will open in Compass at 

11am on Tuesday 11th February.  

Twilight Sports 

An additional date I would encourage you to add to your diary is our Twilight Sports which will be held on Thursday 

12th March. This is a wonderful event to have early in the year. Families are encouraged to arrive from 5pm with a 

picnic dinner. The evening will provide the opportunity to mingle with other families in a relaxed and casual 

atmosphere. Mr McDonald will have a number of exciting activities planned.  

Family and Friends Network  

The Family and Friends Network is an enthusiastic group of parents that provide assistance across many areas of the 

school. Their contribution is greatly appreciated and has resulted in many opportunities for our students in addition 

to important fundraising. Some of the activities led by the Family and Friends Network include special lunch days, the 

Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls, our colour run….. and so much more. This year we are planning a parent trivia night 

in Term Three.  

I encourage you to consider joining this group. Our first meeting for the year will be after assembly (approximately 

9:30am) on Friday 14th February in the staff room.   

School Council  

Throughout my time at Ruskin Park we have been supported by a committed and passionate School Council. This 

group of staff and parents have led the school through new policy development and the implementation of our 

strategic plan. They have also been an important sounding board and provided direction for the school.  

Our School Council typically meets eight times each year on a Monday at 7.00pm. In addition, councillors are often 

involved in sub-committees (other members of our community are also welcome to contribute to these sub-

committees) which are determined each year. Sub-committees include Buildings and Grounds, Finance, and Policy 

Review and Revision.  

This is the time of year when we invite parents to consider joining School Council.  



 

 
 

Please find below information detailing the process and role of School Council.  

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to 
set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly 
influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 

For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. 
Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they 
are not engaged in work at the school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of 
the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 

An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their 
special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, 
creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of 
the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that 
their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help 
shape the school’s future. 

2020 Timeline 

Notice of election and call for nominations Friday February 7th  

Closing date for nominations   Friday February 14th (4pm) 

Nomination forms are available at the office and a copy is also at the end of this newsletter.  If you have any 
questions please feel free to come and see me. 

Best wishes for the year ahead.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

 

Assistant Principal 
Every year, the age old debate regarding homework rears its head. Whilst there is consistently debate over pros, 

cons and the like, I found this article coming out of Monash University that may be of assistance to parents. I hope 

everyone has had a calm and pleasant beginning to the school year. 

 

 



 

 
 

4 ways to help your kids with homework (without doing it for them) 

Parents are a child’s first and most important teachers. Parent involvement in their child’s learning can help improve 

how well they do in school. However, when it comes to helping kids with homework, it’s not so simple. 

While it’s important to show support and model learning behaviour, there is a limit to how much help you can give 

without robbing your child of the opportunity to learn for themselves. 

Be involved and interested 

An analysis of more than 400 research studies found parent involvement, both at school and at home, could improve 

student’s academic achievement, engagement and motivation. 

School involvement includes parents participating in events such as parent-teacher conferences and volunteering in 

the classroom. Home involvement includes parents talking with children about school, providing extra 

encouragement, creating stimulating environments for learning and finally- helping them with homework. 

The paper found overall, it was consistently beneficial for parents to be involved in their child’s education, regardless 

of the child’s age or socioeconomic status. However, this same analysis also suggested parents should be cautious 

with how they approach helping them with homework. 

Parents helping kids with homework was linked with higher levels of motivation and engagement but lower levels of 

academic achievement. This suggests too much help may take away from the child’s responsibility for their own 

learning. 

Help them take responsibility 

Most children don’t like homework. Many parents agonise over helping their children with homework. Not 

surprisingly, this creates a negative emotional atmosphere that often results in questioning the value of homework. 

Homework has often been linked to student achievement, promoting the idea that students who complete it will do 

better in school. The most comprehensive analysis on homework and achievement to date suggests it can influence 

academic achievement (like test scores), particularly for children in years seven to 12. 

But more research is needed to find out about how much homework is appropriate for particular ages and what 

types are best to maximise home learning. 

When it comes to parent involvement, research suggests parents should help their child see homework as an 

opportunity to learn rather than perform. For example, if a child needs to create a poster, it is more valuable the 

child notes the skills they develop while creating the poster rather than making the best looking poster in the class. 

Instead of ensuring their child completes their homework, it’s more effective for parents to support their child to 

increase confidence in completing homework tasks on their own. 

Here are four ways they can do this. 

1. Praise and encourage your child 

Your positivity will make a difference to your child’s approach to homework and learning in general. Simply, your 

presence and support creates a positive learning environment. 

Our study involved working with recently arrived Afghani mothers who were uncertain how to help their children 

with school. This was because they said they could not understand the Australian education system or speak or write 

English. 

However, they committed to sit next to their children as they completed their homework tasks in English, asking 

them questions and encouraging them to discuss what they were learning in their first language. 

In this way, the parents still played a role in supporting their child even without understanding the content and the 

children were actively engaged in their learning. 



 

 
 

2. Model learning behaviour 

Many teachers model what they would like their students to do. So if a child has a problem they can’t work out, you 

can sit down and model how you would do it, then complete the next one together and then have the child do it on 

their own. 

3. Create a homework plan 

When your child becomes overly frustrated with their homework, do not force them. Instead, together create a plan 

to best tackle it: 

 Read and understand the homework task 

 Break the homework task into smaller logical chunks 

 Discuss how much time is required to complete each chunk 

 Work backwards from the deadline and create a timeline 

 Put the timeline where the child can see it 

 Encourage your child to mark completed chunks to see the progress made on the task 

 

4. Make space for homework 

Life is busy. Parents can create positive study habits by allocating family time for this. This could mean carving 

out one hour after dinner for your child to do homework while you engage in a study activity such as reading, 

rather than watching television and relaxing. You can also create a comfortable and inviting reading space for the 

child to learn in. 

Parent’s ability to support their child’s learning goes beyond homework. Parents can engage their child in 

discussions, read with them, and provide them with other ongoing learning opportunities (such as going to a 

museum, watching a documentary or spending time online together.) 

Melissa Barnes, Lecturer in the Faculty of Education, Monash University and Katrina Tour, Lecturer, Monash 

University 

School Uniform 

With the beginning of the new school year underway, now would be a great time to re-label hats and jumpers. 

Earlier in the week I delivered about 20 labelled jumpers back to students in their classrooms from lost property. 

Unfortunately there were probably about the same amount in there which were either unlabelled or the pen was 

too light to read. As we know they aren’t cheap, so please ensure they are clearly labelled so we can return them to 

your child. 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 
 

Foundation 
Congratulations to our new Foundation students and parents on a wonderful start to the year. It has been great to 

see students confident, excited and relaxed in their classrooms, getting to know both their teachers and their peers.  

The Foundation students have been beginning their days with Discovery Time with a strong focus on establishing 

classroom routines. Students have been developing their social skills and understanding of the expectations both in 

the classroom and out in the yard. We have been learning all about numbers and have begun learning about letter 

sounds. We have been focusing on recalling the name and sound of the letters S and A by singing songs, identifying 

objects around our classroom that begin with these sounds, building sandcastles in the sandpit and reading lots of 

books containing these sounds.  



 

 
 

Throughout the week, the Foundation students have been extremely excited to spend some 

time getting to know their Year 6 Buddies. The Buddies have been visiting during our 

lunchtimes, playing games, talking, reading stories and developing their special friendship.  

This week, all parents will have received an invitation to Class Dojo from their child’s classroom 

teacher. As well as a classroom management tool, Class Dojo is a wonderful way to 

communicate with teachers and parents. If you have not received an email, please see your 

child’s classroom teacher.  

Next Thursday 13th February, the Foundation Information Night will be held in the Foundation 

building where we will discuss tips and tricks to support your child at home with learning to read, write and develop 

their maths skills. We look forward to seeing all families there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior School 

Year 1 

Wow! What a great start to the year. We are delighted with how the students have settled into Year 1 and it is 

evident that they are engaged and ready to learn. We are looking forward to meeting you at the Year 1/2 

Information Night which will be held on Thursday 13th February from 7:30 - 8:30pm in Room 9 (Mrs Jink’s room). This 

promises to be an informative evening providing details of the year ahead. 

Parent / Teacher interviews are scheduled for Monday 24th February from 3:45pm - 5pm and Thursday 26th February 

from 3:45pm - 8pm. Interview times are accessible via Compass from Tuesday 11th February.  

In Literacy, we are focusing on the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop Model. The students are beginning to 

understand what the structure of the workshops look like, sound like and feel like. To introduce our Literacy program 

we are focusing on narrative texts and in particular, using our Writer’s Notebook to develop ideas that will inspire 

writing.  

In Maths, we are exploring open ended number tasks focusing on counting patterns. 

We have been using resources such as number lines and 100s charts to support our 

counting pattern investigations. You can support your child at home by practising skip 

counting in everyday contexts, for example counting by 2s to find the number of shoes 

in a house. 

Year 2 

What a terrific start to Year 2! Students have returned to school ready to learn and are 

settling into classroom routines fantastically. We have begun to distribute home 

readers for students to continue reading at home, fostering a love of reading.  



 

 
 

We have been focusing on what the 

Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop structure 

is, analysing each component of the 

structure (mini lesson, independent 

reading/writing, share time) and what will 

happen during these lessons. We have 

also been discussing what the students 

and teacher will do during Reader’s and 

Writer’s Workshops allowing students to 

understand the expectations. 

In Mathematics we have been discovering various maths games allowing students to strengthen their growth 

mindset. Importantly, students are understanding that our math brains grow when we challenge ourselves and learn 

from mistakes. We have been consolidating our counting skills using a 100s chart. 

Middle School 

Middle School students have made a tremendous start to 2020! We are very impressed with how the Year 3 

students have transitioned, and the way they are embracing new routines, expectations and challenges. The Year 4s 

have had a very smooth start to the year too, and are acting as excellent role models for younger students.  

Year 3 

In Reading, students have been reintroduced to the Reader’s Workshop model. We have set up class expectations 

for looking after the classroom library and discussed student expectations for each section of a Reading lesson. 

Students have recognised strategies to find a ‘Just Right Book’ and have begun working with their Year 3 teachers to 

confer and set up individual reading goals. 

In Writing, students have brainstormed their expectations and roles during Writer’s Workshop lessons. They have 

enjoyed writing for longer periods about their weekends and holidays. Students are beginning to set individual 

Writing goals through conferences with their teachers. We have begun our Narrative unit and the students are 

enjoying sharing their creative stories with peers. 

In Maths, students have been recognising odd and even numbers. They have been locating these numbers using a 

variety of hands-on activities.  Students are revising rounding and learning to round to the nearest 10, 100 and 500. 

They have discussed where they can round in real life e.g. counting money. 

Year 4 

In Reading and Writing, Year 4 students have revised the Workshop Model, and contributed to a class agreement 

about the expectations in these lessons. We have started revising each of the reading strategies that good readers 

use, and this will continue for another week. Once students are confident using these reading strategies we will 

commence studying Fantasy Narratives. You can look forward to hearing all about the fantastical elements of this 

genre, and reading students’ creative writing later this term. 

In Maths, students started the year with some challenging, open ended Maths challenges which tested the limits of 

their problems solving skills and understanding. We discussed the importance of a Growth Mindset in Maths, and 

different ways of systematically solving these problems and explaining their thinking process. Over the next two 

weeks we will be studying place value, focusing on reading, writing, building, representing and manipulating 

numbers up to 100,000. 



 

 
 

Senior School 

Welcome 

Welcome to the Senior School for 2020! It has been wonderful to see our Year 5 and 6 students settle in confidently 

over the first few days of the term. 

We have been impressed with the Senior School students’ positive and energetic approach to learning. Students are 

consistently demonstrating a Growth Mindset and approaching learning tasks with enthusiasm. Well done! 

Year 6 Integrated 

During Term 1, the Year 6 students will be studying Civics & Citizenship, learning about Government and Democracy, 

as well as Laws and Citizens. 

We will focus our study around the following key questions: 

 What is democracy in Australia and why is voting in a democracy important? 

 What are the roles and responsibilities of the different levels of government in Australia? 

 How are laws developed and enforced in Australia? 

This is an interesting unit which will require students to adopt a Growth Mindset and think broadly and deeply. 

Several homework items are linked to this unit to help students reinforce the key concepts learned in the classroom. 

Year 5 Integrated 

This term our Year 5 students will be exploring concepts around Community in their Civics and Citizenship unit. 

We will focus our study around the following key questions: 

● What are the flags of Australia and what do they mean to Australian citizens? 

● What are my values?  

● What makes a good citizen? 

We will consider ideas such as the characteristics of good citizens, the different values held by people within the 
community as well as the ways in which people work together within communities.  

The students’ homework grid is carefully aligned with the learning they are doing within the classroom to help to 
further entrench these understandings so please take the time to talk with your child and assist them where 
necessary. 

Canberra Tour 

The Year 6 Canberra Tour is this term – Monday 16th March to Friday 20th  March. Please ensure that you are up to 

date with payments for the tour. Any concerns please see our Business Manager. 

Your child will have received a medical form this week. Please return this by Thursday 13th February.   

This is an exciting and enjoyable tour which reinforces learning at school in the Civics and Citizenship unit. 

In the coming weeks we will be sending out clothing lists and other essential information for you to begin your own 

organisation. 

Buddies 

Our excited Year 6 students have met with their Foundation buddies numerous times already. Students enjoyed 

playing games, reading and having lunch with their buddies.  



 

 
 

We are looking forward to working with the Foundation students this year and developing friendly, supportive 

relationships. 

Information Evening 

The Senior School Information Evening will be on Tuesday 11th February from 7:30pm. The session will be held in Mr. 

Coffin’s classroom.  

Family and Friends 

Next week Family and Friends will be selling icy poles again from the 

canteen. Sales will begin at 1:40 pm when children go outside after 

eating their lunch. 

School Council and Family and Friends will be confirming what this 

year’s fundraising will go to and let everyone know shortly.  

This will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays and the icy poles will be 

$1.00 

Garden Club 

Hello and welcome back to another exciting year in the garden with Ruskin Park Primary School Garden Club!   

We are a parent run volunteer club held at lunchtime (1:30-2:30) on a Thursday for the students where we share 

knowledge and skills about food based plants (veggies, fruit, and herbs) sustainable practices, and our environment! 

We are also a place where students can come if they are having a not-so-great day, and feel wanted and needed… 

We always have lots of digging, weeding and watering to do.  

Parents are welcome to come and help us, just ensure you have a current Working With Children Check and that you 

sign in at the office. 

Rachael, Anna and I have been volunteering for the past 7 years, so would really 

love to meet some new parents who share an interest in gardening, and would 

like to share this valuable skill and the joys of home grown produce with our 

children! 

If you are interested, please contact Pauline at: marigold3136@gmail.com or 

leave a note at the office. 

Looking forward to pottering 

around the veggie patch with you.  

Pauline, Rachael, and Anna  

(Garden Club volunteers)  

 

 

mailto:marigold3136@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

OSHC NEWS 

Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to our new families and children.  We are looking forward to working 

with you all in 2020. If you have any queries about the OSHC program please don’t hesitate to speak with one of our 

educators. 

We encourage you to have a read of our OSHC family handbook which contains lots of information about the OSHC 

program and is available on the Ruskin Park Primary School website.  

SUNSMART 

The OSHC program observes sun protection practices in accordance with the Cancer Council 

Sun Smart guidelines.  

From mid August till the end of April all children attending After School Care are required to wear hats that protect 

their face, neck and ears, i.e. legionnaire or broad rimmed hat, when playing outside.   

We supply Coles SPF 50+ Ultra Sunscreen, however if your child/children are not able to use this brand we ask that 

you please supply your own. 

COMPOSTING COLLABORATION  

Composting our organic waste is a fabulous way to reduce landfill whilst providing 

nutrients back to our earth.  At Ruskin Park Primary School, we encourage sustainable 

practice through classroom composting, using a worm farm and composting at OSHC, 

and the turning and distribution of compost during Garden 

Club. 

We encourage students to reduce waste by utilising the classroom compost buckets 

supplied by the OSHC program to put their fruit and vegetable scraps in.  Organic waste 

can be added, such as shredded paper, compostable plastic lunch bags, and citrus peel.  

Citrus peel is fine in compost bins as there are many insects that enjoy munching on the 

zesty fruits, and the worms enjoy lots of other organic materials we add!  We DO NOT 

put citrus into the worm farm as they don’t like it and it will make the worm farm go…. Yuck! 

The OSHC program empty the compost bins from Foundation to Year 2, and the Year 3 - 6 classes are encouraged to 

empty their bins on a weekly basis, which adds to their knowledge of the process of composting and sustainability, 

whilst tapping into their increasing sense of responsibility and independence.  

The compost bins are in the vegetable patch.  We have 4 black bins spread around the patch, which we shall label 

'cooking' and 'organic waste please!' The cooking bin is the full one where all the composting action is happening, 

and the other is the one to be filled.  The volunteers from Garden Club endeavour to turn the compost on a Thursday 

at lunch time, as frequently as possible (ideally weekly, but we know we don't live in a perfect world…) 

The OSHC program also utilises the compost bins and worm farm on a daily basis, and the OSHC children are 

fantastic at composting through utilising the compost bin and worm farm, and collecting, emptying and washing the 

Foundation to Year 2 bins weekly.  The OSHC program collect all classroom buckets at the end of each term and wash 

them, then return them to the classrooms at the beginning of each term. 

Please check out the poster on composting created by OSHC student Amity which is displayed on the OSHC notice 

board outside the OSHC room. 

Composting article written by OSHC educator and school gardener Pauline Lane, photos taken by Amity 

OSHC EDUCATOR TEAM 



 

 
 

Are you ‘ASTHMA READY’ for school? 

Help your child stay happy and healthy this school year. 

Every year there is a well-documented rise in asthma flare-ups when children return to school after the Christmas 
break.  This results in a significant increase in Emergency Department visits, hospitalisations and days off school. Not 
only is this unsettling for your child as they start a new year at school, but often it impacts on time off work for the 

parents/carers also. 

Checklist for Parents: 

 My child has had an annual asthma management review with their doctor and has their Asthma Action Plan 

reviewed 

 My child has up to date ambulance membership 

 My child knows how to recognise early symptoms of asthma and knows when to seek help  

 My child understands the importance of taking reliever medication when necessary and knows how to use 

their puffer and spacer, either independently or with assistance  

 An updated Asthma Action Plan has been provided to my child’s school  

 A reliever puffer and spacer have been provided to the school. With the change in infection control 

guidelines, spacers can no longer be shared between children. 

 

For more information please see www.asthmaaustralia.org.au 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

 

 

 

 

Anna Zan Lillian Max Oliver Olivia Johan Lucky 

Chris Carina Klarysa 
Lal Thla 
Muan 

Finley Archie Emily Nilaa 

Neave Ewan Biak 
Si Phu 

Ra 
Van Ci 
Hnem 

Jack Ted Nithya 

Kate Chloe Caleb Felix Alfie Amelia Ashvik  

Jasper Riana Joshua Jake Lucas Brock Teaghan  

Elise Bowie Joshua Blake Charlie Hunter Levi  

Lara Tora Aleisha Judi David Alexis Zayden  

Jacob Samuel Chloe James Luke Zara Dylan  

Liam Mitchell Lachlan Henry Joseph Ali Oliver  

http://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/


 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 


