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Principal’s Report 
Over the past few weeks Information Nights have been held across all levels of the school. We hope you found these 

sessions informative and that they provided you with an understanding of the teaching and learning programs 

planned for the year in addition to the many varied extra-curricular opportunities. I would like to thank the parents 

who attended and acknowledge the efforts of staff in what is always a busy time of year.  

It is timely to highlight the importance of regular communication with your child’s teacher. Teachers will contact you 

promptly should they have any concerns and I encourage parents to do likewise. The partnership between home and 

school is an important element of a successful school. All teachers at Ruskin Park are committed to working with 

parents in order to create the best possible learning environment for our students, your children.   

Family and Friends Network 

Last week we held our first Family and Friends Network meeting. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend and 

to parents who couldn’t attend but have expressed a willingness to provide support throughout the year. There are a 

number of activities planned and a full calendar of events will be available shortly. 

Our next meeting is Friday 13th March following Assembly. This meeting is open to anyone who would like to join this 

group.   

Twilight Sports 

We look forward to seeing many of our families at our Twilight Sports on Thursday 12th March. This is a wonderful 

event to have at the start of the year. Families are encouraged to arrive from 5pm with a picnic dinner. The evening 

will provide the opportunity to mingle with other families in a relaxed and casual atmosphere. Mr McDonald has 

been busy preparing a number of activities that will run throughout the evening.  I am sure it will be a memorable 

event.  

Swimming 

Today our school swimming team, comprising of students from Years 3 to 6 represented the school at the Montrose 

District Swimming Carnival. It was an enjoyable (albeit slightly cold) day as our students participated against a 

number of different schools. The standard of competition was high and although there were some nerves, our team 

performed well. Their enthusiasm and sportsmanship were most pleasing.  

 

Upcoming Dates 2020 

February  
Monday 24 

Wednesday 26 

Friday 28 

 

March 
Monday 2 

Tuesday 3 

 

 
Parent / Teacher interviews 

Parent / Teacher interviews 

Year 5/6 Round Robin  

 

 
Division Swimming 

Year 3-6 House Cross Country 

 

March 
Monday 9 

Thursday 12 

 

Monday 16 to 

Friday 20 

 

Monday 23 to 

Tuesday 24 

Wednesday 25 

Friday 26 

 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

Twilight Sports 

 

Yr 6 Canberra Camp 

 

 

Cultural Infusion Incursion 

 

Rock Band Performance 

End of Term 1 (2:30pm dismissal) 



 

 
 

Safer Internet Day - Tuesday 11th February 

There is no doubt that schools can play an important role in supporting parents and students to navigate the online 

world. At Ruskin Park, you will see regular inserts in our newsletters from our eSmart team providing resources and 

ideas for parents. At school, we provide a detailed program for all students with age appropriate content. This 

includes the importance of not sharing personal information, photos etc and being aware of our digital footprint. A 

key component of our program involves students in Years 5 and 6 completing a digital license through the Alannah 

and Madeline Foundation.  

While the online world does pose risks, it also presents many valuable opportunities. As a school, we aim to work 

with parents to provide our students with the necessary tools to navigate this space.  

This website is a valuable tool for parents https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 

Home Reading 

Over the past few weeks I have been fortunate to have many discussions with parents about the new school year 

and how their child is settling. It is great to see such positivity and enthusiasm across the school. It is during these 

discussions we often highlight the importance of home/school partnerships. Parents play a critical role in their child’s 

development and I encourage you to be actively involved in your child’s education. With this in mind, a logical 

question is what can you do at home to help your child? The answers, which there are many, will vary depending on 

your child’s age. However, home reading is a great place to start.   

A strategy that parents may find useful at home with young readers relates to the 'Three Ps', Pause, Prompt and 

Praise. When reading with young children there is always the temptation to jump in and help them with a word 

when they are unsure. That is of course, our role. However, it is important that we pause and allow the child time to 

try and decode the word in the first instance. Prompts are extremely useful in this situation and can be as simple as 

encouraging them to look at the sound of the first letter in the word, using the illustration or asking them to suggest 

some words that may make sense. Please remember to praise any effort they make and be as specific as possible, for 

example, 'I like how you tried to break the word into different sounds'. Using this strategy will assist students when 

reading unfamiliar words and hopefully also make the home reading experience an enjoyable one. After all, it is 

hugely important.         

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

 

Assistant Principal 
A fortnight ago at assembly I spoke about gratitude and how looking at the positives of situations can really help with 

not only your mindset but also how you feel and see situations. 

An example I used was my eldest son having spilt his milk while eating breakfast. I was in a rush and could easily have 

been annoyed with him as it was going to take me longer to get everyone out the door and he was being a little silly, 

which caused it. I stopped and changed my thought process on it. Yes he had spilt the milk but he had also made his 

own breakfast and had also made his younger brother’s breakfast. He looked worried about it but me telling him it 

was ok as it was an accident and could he please get the cloth and clean it up did two things: 

It meant that I didn’t have an upset five year old to deal with as he had made an honest; albeit silly mistake and fixed 

it, but it also allowed me to be grateful for what he had done and allow us both to leave in a positive headspace.  

I also challenged the students to ask themselves three things they are grateful for. This is something that could be 

used at home for families when their child is having a rough day, or anytime really. Keeping a gratitude journal is a 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents


 

 
 

great idea or even reflecting at various times when needed. We live in a country where we have so much to be 

grateful for. I came across this the other day which was a good reminder to me as to just how lucky we are. 

 

 

Thank you also to the captains, parents and teachers who shared three things they were grateful for on the day. 

Today I spoke about resilience and being the best you can be.  This is the clip that I used and spoke about. If you 

wish, feel free to use it at home.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekLpn4zKiNU 

Have a great fortnight! 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 
 

Foundation 

A sincere thank you to all those who attended our Foundation Information Night last Thursday. It`s so important that 

we work in partnership with you to assist in your child`s learning. Hopefully the information given on the night and in 

the ‘Reading With Your Child’ handout will help reassure and give you some ideas on how best to help them.  

We have continued to learn new routines and students are beginning to show a greater understanding of school life. 

Being part of a team, supporting each other and making good choices are skills that already many are showing 

improvements with. Please prompt your child to tell you how they have been kind to someone, made a new friend, 

challenged themselves to try something new or made a good choice. We`re seeing and hearing many wonderful 

things. 

We`ve now focused on reading, writing and using the letter name and sounds for Ss,  Aa, Tt, Pp, Ii and Nn. Encourage 

your child to be a letter detective and spot them around your home and when out and about. Students have also 

been concentrating hard on writing their name with the correct letter formation. Look out for a letter sheet in your 

child’s book bag soon, so your child can have a practise at home too. Many are already showing improvements in 

their pencil grip and awareness of how the letters should look.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekLpn4zKiNU


 

 
 

We`ve been reading, reading and reading! Listening to stories, talking about stories, looking at stories and sharing 

stories with each other, including our buddies. Your child will now have brought home a school made reader as well 

as published books to read each night with you. They are super excited about this. Please make this reading time a 

positive few minutes each night and record with a comment in their yellow reading diary too. The books and diary 

must come back to school each day in their reading bag. We`ve discussed with the students the importance of 

looking after books at school and at home. Please encourage them to be responsible for their book bag and 

encourage a love of books.  

In Maths this week we moved on from our focus on pure number to asking questions to collect and record basic 

data. We have worked hard with asking and answering yes/no questions, recording our answers and explaining what 

our data means.  

 

Junior School 

Year 1 

Thank you to the parents who have already booked in a Parent/Teacher Interview. The interviews are scheduled for 

Monday 24th February from 3:45pm - 5pm and Wednesday 26th February from 3:45 - 8pm. If you haven’t booked in a 

time already, please do so via Compass or speak with your child’s teacher to arrange an alternative time.  

In Literacy, we are focusing on narratives. Students are beginning to develop ideas using a story planner and 

understand how to use that plan to guide their writing. We are continuing to develop our independence as learners 

and our roles within the Reader’s Workshop. To engage your child with the love of reading and focus, encourage 

your child to find their perfect reading spot at home.  

In Maths, we have begun to look at measurement. We are exploring measurement using informal units such as 

unifix, icypole sticks, match sticks and MAB blocks. We have been making and testing predictions. 

By using the language of measurement and looking for everyday ways to talk about units and measurement, you can 

help support your child's developing mathematical understanding.  Please have a look at the link for some great 

ideas!  

http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=1d763d45-432c-40db-93a6-2fc65837ddf6 

Please remember to name all your child’s belongings including containers, library bags, clothing and art smocks.   

http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=1d763d45-432c-40db-93a6-2fc65837ddf6


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2  

Reading 

Students are settling well into the Reader’s Workshop model. We are sustaining our silent independent reading for 

longer periods of time and thinking deeper about the texts we read. In the past week students were introduced to 

the sticky note and the special things it can be used for to expand on their thinking in the texts they read. We learnt 

to record wonderings, something we want to remember, words we were unsure about, etc. We also learnt about the 

different text genres for example, narratives, letters, information texts, etc. The students have been enjoying partner 

reading during our choice reading time. 

Writing 

We have been discussing the writing 

process within Writing this week. 

Identifying that there are multiple 

stages (pre-writing, planning, drafting, 

revising, editing and publishing). 

Students were engaged during a 

Writer’s Notebook session where they 

were provided a picture prompt and 

they had to think of 4 different writing 

genres and ideas to match the genre. 

We have also been discussing the use of 

author’s voice and how we use 

descriptive words to describe the action 

or feelings rather than telling. 

 

 



 

 
 

Maths 

In Mathematics we are exploring the greater than and less than symbols and patterns. Students have used song and 

dance to reinforce how to use these symbols correctly. Continuing from our counting practise, Year 2s have explored 

numbers deeply, focussing on how to tell if numbers are odd or even. We are now concentrating on number 

patterns, finding the rule and continuing both growing and decreasing number patterns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School 

Thank you to all parents that attended our information night last week - we hope you found the session informative 

and valuable. We are looking forward to discussing your child’s transition to their new class and academic needs with 

you in Parent/Teacher Interviews. 

Year 3 

In Reading, students have been learning different comprehension strategies to understand a text. They have enjoyed 

activating their prior knowledge and have made text to self, text and world connections with our classroom text ‘The 

BFG’.  We have revised summarising fiction and non-fiction texts and explored synthesising, determining important 

information and visualising. 

In Writing, students have explored different planning templates for narrative pieces including drawn plot mountains, 

SCARE (setting, characters, action, resolution, ending) and SWBST (Somebody, Wanted, But, So, Then) plans. We 

enjoyed exploring interesting hooks that author’s use to draw reader’s in to stories or new chapters and created our 

own hooks.  Students articulated the importance of an author’s voice in written pieces and continued exploring 

narrative features such as nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs to enhance their choice writing skills. 

In Maths, students have been recognising, modelling, representing and ordering numbers to 10,000s. They have 

been using the strategy of partitioning to identify the place value of each digit in a 5 digit number, using a variety of 

hands-on activities.  Students have been collaborating with their peers to order large numbers and identify if certain 

numbers are greater than, less than or equal to others. They have participated in activities that connect this topic to 

real life situations, using a Global Traveller board game. 

 

 



 

 
 

Year 4 

In Reading, students have now revised each of the reading strategies they are going to need this year - Activating 

Prior Knowledge, Connecting, Visualising, Inferring, Predicting, Summarising, Synthesising, Determining Importance, 

Questioning and have learnt how to monitor their use of these strategies in their own reading. In conferences with 

the teacher, students are co-constructing individual goals to work on in the Independent Reading time. They are now 

ready to begin our Fantasy Narratives unit, which will commence next week. Today we started reading our new class 

text - The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. We will be looking at common features and tropes of Fantasy texts, 

following and understanding complex characters and understanding different character perspectives. 

In Writing, we have similarly revised how to plan, draft, edit, revise and publish writing, as well as how we find, 

record and use ideas for writing. We have learnt about the importance of expressing ourselves through our writing 

(Author’s Voice) by writing about topics we are passionate about, discussing the importance of using excellent word 

choices and sentences, and reviewing conventions for writing including paragraphs. Next week we will learn how to 

plan for writing imaginative fantasy narratives, creating complex heroes and heroines and writing backstories for 

these characters. 

In Maths we are learning about 2D shapes, including composite shapes, and how to measure area. Students are 

learning how to solve problems involving area by learning to use informal units to estimate and measure, and more 

formal units including cm2 and m2 using grid paper. We have had great discussions about how to measure objects 

that don’t neatly fit onto grid paper.  

Senior School 

Growth Mindset 

As mentioned during the Senior School Information Evening, we are 

maintaining a specific focus on the Growth Mindset of learners and the 

characteristics associated with this. We are extremely pleased to see 

many of our students in the Senior School adopting a Growth Mindset. 

Some traits of a learner with a Growth Mindset include: embracing a 

challenge, displaying persistence, learning from mistakes, taking risks in 

their learning, taking aboard peer/teacher feedback and always striving 

to improve. 

We ask you to reinforce this message at home and to support your child 

to use a Growth Mindset and approach learning with a willingness to 

take risks and embrace challenges. 

Buddies 

Our Year 6 students have enjoyed getting to know their Foundation buddies in the opening three weeks of term. On 

Tuesday 11th February, we had our annual Teddy Bear’s Picnic. Students in Year 6 and Foundation were involved in 

various sporting activities which promoted fun, exercise and teamwork. Following on from this, the buddies enjoyed 

a picnic lunch underneath the trees in the shade, chatting and relaxing with their new mate.  

An enjoyable day was had by all and we will continue to foster and develop these relationships throughout the year. 



 

 
 

 

Canberra Tour 

The Year 6 Canberra Tour is fast approaching and we are excitedly planning and organising the final details.  

Shortly you will receive notices regarding ‘What to bring’ and luggage dimensions. Please follow the luggage 

dimensions as shown on the notices. We appreciate the medical forms being returned promptly. 

This is an exciting and enjoyable tour which reinforces the learning undertaken in the classroom and at home as part 

of homework in the Civics and Citizenship unit. 

Soon we will also invite students to design a front cover for the Canberra Tour booklet.  

Information Evening 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Senior School Information Evening. We hope you found it informative and 

that we answered your questions for the year ahead. We are excited for an action packed year in the Senior School. 

If you have any unanswered questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us or discuss these at the upcoming 

interviews. 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Parent/Teacher interviews are next week, Monday 3:45-5:00 pm and Wednesday 3:45-8:00 pm. These interviews are 

15 minute time slots. If you have booked an interview, please double check your time slot. If you have any issues, 

please contact your child’s classroom teacher. 

Summer Round Robin Interschool Sports 

On Friday February 28th, our Year 5 and 6 students will participate in an exciting day of team sports. All students in 

the Senior School have been allocated a team and are expected to represent their team and the school to the 

highest manner. 

Sports are Kanga Cricket, Tennis Hot Shots, T-ball and Softball (separate boys and girls teams).  

This is always a wonderful event and an opportunity for students to meet and interact with students from different 

schools.  

Please ensure that your child has their hat, snack, lunch and plenty of water for the day.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Family and Friends 

Next week Family and Friends will be selling icy poles again from the 

canteen. Sales will begin at 1:40 pm when children go outside after 

eating their lunch. 

School Council and Family and Friends will be confirming what this 

year’s fundraising will go to and let everyone know shortly.  

Family and Friends volunteers will sell icy poles on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays and the cost will be 

 $1.00 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays  

 

 

 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Marley Joseph Jacelle Lennie Tahli Hannah Sebastian Ester 

Ollie Scarlett Toby Adah Ruth Ryhs Cade Ryder 



 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PRIVACY INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 

 

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s personal and 

health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing 

or health in the school context. Such information will also be collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, 

including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not 

collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your child, or fulfil those legal 

obligations. 

 

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or wellbeing 

staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student Support Services 

officer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information provided by parents and carers 

through the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) 

Transition Form. 

 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage information 

about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and engagement; student 

administration; and school management purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we take steps to ensure 

that your child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, please contact 

us. 

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to know to enable 

the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation. 

 

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information about that 

student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best interests of our students 

and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to students. 

 

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the Department 

of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the disclosure is allowed or 

mandated by law. 

 

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health information, all 

school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about privacy including about how to 

access personal and health information held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy policy: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  

 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth workers, social 
workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school. This includes employees, 
agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx


 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 


