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Principal’s Report 
Christmas Concert – Thursday 19th December @6:30pm 

Rehearsals are progressing smoothly for our end of year Christmas concert. It should be an enjoyable and relaxing 

way to finish the year with every student having the opportunity to perform on stage with their peers. If the weather 

is fine, families are invited to bring a picnic dinner as we will hold the concert on the oval. If the forecast isn’t kind we 

will relocate to the gym.   

Moving Up Day 

On Monday 16th December students will have an opportunity to meet their new teacher and classmates. Teachers 

have taken great care when placing students in their new classes, giving consideration to many factors, including 

academic, social and any personal needs. It promises to be an exciting day.  

2020 Student Leaders 

All students in Year Six are considered leaders at Ruskin Park. Throughout the year there will be a variety of 

opportunities for them to engage in leadership activities and work with younger students. This includes our student 

action teams and buddy program. We look forward to the positive contribution they will make to our school.  

This term, we have undertaken a comprehensive selection process to identify students to fill our school and house 

captain roles. Students seeking a leadership role were required to write a letter outlining their suitability for a 

position, partake in an interview and make a presentation to their peers. It was an incredibly difficult decision as the 

calibre of applicants was incredibly high. We are extremely fortunate to have a strong Year Six cohort to lead us in 

2020.  

Out 2020 captains: 

School Captains: Cyrus and Aili 

Blue House: Klarysa and Caleb 

Gold House: Hayley and Dylan 

Green House: Aleisha and Scarlett 

Red House: Ava and Charlotte 

I would like to thank and congratulate all students who applied for a leadership position in 2020.  

 

Upcoming Dates 

December 

Friday 13th  

Monday 16th  

Monday 16th  

Tuesday 17th  

Tuesday 17th  

Wednesday 18th  

Thursday 19th  

Friday 20th 

 
Reports available 

Year 6 Graduation 

Moving Up Day 

Foundation 2019 Graduation 

Creative Music Concert (Jim)  

Class parties (no lunch orders) 

Christmas Concert @6:30pm 

Last day of Term 4. 1-30pm finish 

January 2020 

 Tuesday 21st  

 

Wednesday 29th  

 
Office open for Book Pack collection 

(9am to 3pm) 

Students return for 2020 



 

 
 

 

Staffing Update 

I’m excited to inform our community that we will welcome two new teachers to Ruskin Park in 2020. Kate Holly and 

Caitlin Budge are both experienced teachers who will bring great energy, expertise and enthusiasm to our school. I 

am sure you will join with me in welcoming them to our community.  

End of Year Reports 

As we approach the end of year, teachers have been busy completing final student assessments and adding the last 

touches to school reports. I would like to acknowledge the staff and thank them for the many hours that have been 

spent writing and editing reports. I trust that you will find them informative and that they provide a clear picture of 

your child’s achievements and areas to focus on in the future.  

Reports are now available through Compass.  

2020 Book Packs 

Student requisites for 2020 have arrived and can be collected from the office.  

Final Day of Term 4- Friday 20th December  

A reminder that students will finish at 1:30pm next Friday. Students do not need to bring lunch on this day (unless 

attending after school care) as we finish before our usual lunch eating time. Please send your child with morning tea.  

As the academic year draws to a close, it is an opportune time to acknowledge the efforts of our students and staff. 

We have a dedicated staff that consistently go ‘above and beyond’ in order to provide the best learning environment 

for your children. They take great pride in our students’ successes and work hard to create caring, yet academically 

challenging classrooms. Our students also deserve credit for the manner in which they embrace the learning 

opportunities presented. Their enthusiasm and desire to improve is to be commended.  

To our parent community, thank you for your continued support. The partnership between home and school 

continues to be strong and is a significant factor in our success as a school.         

To our departing Year 6 students, we wish you every success and happiness as you commence Secondary School. To 

our remaining families, have a wonderful and safe holiday and we look forward to seeing you back at school on 

Wednesday 29th January 2020.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Foundation 

Last week our students decorated our classrooms in 

preparation for the festive season. Squeals of 

excitement could be heard as they lovingly 

unwrapped the decorations and carefully placed them 

on our Christmas trees and around the room. There is 

no doubt they were delighted by the finished product 

and we were proud of the way they worked 

cooperatively with each other.   



 

 
 

We are currently preparing for our annual Christmas concert on Thursday 19th December. As previously advised, 

students are required to wear a Christmas coloured T-shirt (red, green or white) and a traditional red and white 

Santa hat. The T-shirts can have Christmas motifs on them if you 

wish, there are a huge variety to choose from in the shops right 

now. Your child also needs to wear a tinsel wristband on each 

hand. It can be any colour as this will add a little sparkle to our 

performance.  

In Mathematics, the children are currently exploring positional 

language and learning to follow and give instructions to locate 

an object. Our students have also had an opportunity to create 

pathways and to program Beebots to navigate through the pathways they have created. This has been a wonderful 

learning opportunity because it has challenged our students to test and refine the instructions they program into the 

Beebots to successfully complete the course.  

Last Thursday we completed our final Foundation transition session for the 

2020 intake of students. Our new students had an opportunity to meet 

their Grade 6 buddies and it was wonderful to see them forming new 

friendships. Our future Year 6 students had spent many hours making gift 

bags filled with books, puzzles and games for the new Foundation students 

and together they made a reindeer after singing Rudolph the Red Nosed 

Reindeer. This special session highlighted our school value of ‘building 

friendships’. We have no doubt our future Year 6 students will support our 

new students as they transition into school.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support throughout the year. It has been a 

privilege teaching your children. We would also like to extend a special thank you to our parent helpers who assisted 

with our Reading and PMP programs throughout the year. Finally, we would like to wish you and your family a Very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Junior School 

Year 1 

In Literacy, we have been extending our understanding of letters and other transactional texts. We have been 

focusing on explaining our thoughts about the purpose and tone of the texts. We have also written a variety of 

letters focusing on these aspects.   

In Maths, we have consolidated our learning about multiplication and this week we have recapped all of the number 

work that we have worked on this term. The students are 

making more connections between different number 

operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. They are expressing the strategies that they are using 

with more confidence and accuracy. 

Last week we had our Science incursion all about light and 

sound. We explored a range of different experiments to 

reinforce our learning over this term. Here are a few photos to 

give you a taste of our experience!   

  



 

 
 

Year 2 

We are concluding the year with a fabulous multi genre Reading and Writing project. This involves students choosing 

a topic they are passionate about, then planning and writing a series of texts on their topic using their knowledge of 

all the genres they have previously studied. Students are using their reading lessons to read widely on their topic, 

focusing on annotating what they notice. This has included fiction and nonfiction texts, as well as digital texts. 

The unit has given students the chance to showcase everything they have learnt in a meaningful way. Their projects 

are so far looking fabulous – the range of topics and genres is impressive, as is the depth of their understanding of 

the purpose and language of different text types, and their ability to use reading strategies. 

Next week, students will work on a speech to present their project to the class, and you can look forward to your 

child’s completed project coming home with them on the last day of school. 

In Maths, we have just concluded our final unit for the year, on finding the missing number in skip counting 

sequences and basic equations. Next week we are looking forward to doing some Christmas themed Maths tasks and 

games. 

In STEM, students have taken what they have learnt in Science about push and pull and gravity and friction to design 

and build an amazing marble run that will take more than 10 seconds for a marble to reach the bottom. We have 

seen a big improvement in students’ ability to design realistic solutions to problems, and these marble runs are their 

best design projects yet. They have been meticulous in their attention to detail, and the marble runs are all very 

different! 

From the Junior School team, we thank you for your support this year. We have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know 

and teaching your children, and are very proud of their personal and academic achievements. We wish you a safe 

and happy holidays! 

 

Middle School 

Year 3 Camp  

Last week, students attended their very first overnight camp at CYC The Island. Students were very excited and there 

were many smiling faces, ready to board the bus. After settling into their cabins, students explored Phillip Island, 

heading to the beach and walking along the pier. Students participated in a wide range of activities such as archery, 

the mechanical wall, low ropes, number hunt, giant swing, flying fox, trampolines and pedal racers. It was great to 

see students challenge themselves and overcome their fears, especially on the flying fox. Students participated in a 

trivia challenge in the evening, answering general knowledge questions, picking movie theme songs and identifying 

famous faces. All the staff that attended camp were impressed with the way students persevered with challenges, 

respected their environment and proudly displayed our school values.  



 

 
 

In the Classroom  

Students have been finalising their information reports, publishing them on Google Drive. With a focus on text 

features, students have included diagrams and illustrations with captions and glossaries, ensuring they have clear 

paragraphs. In Mathematics, students have been furthering their knowledge of multiplication and division. Students 

have been practising using the column and grid method to complete multiplication problems.  

We would like to thank both parents and students for a successful year. We wish all families a safe and happy 

holidays and wish you all the best for 2020.  

Camp Recount - By Viraj 

I arrived at school excited and a bit nervous. I couldn’t wait to go to Philip Island CYC camp. The bus trip was 

so long, it felt like forever!!!  

As soon as we arrived I rushed out to find my luggage. I was relieved to see my luggage unloaded from the 

bus.  

I was excited to see my cabin mates. I was with Josh, Brendan, Austin C, James, and Charlie. We had so much 

fun together.  

My favourite activity was the giant swing. I went a full 15 meters. It was amazing and so fun! I also really 

liked the trivia where we had to help each other and work together. We ended up winning and we got Smarties!  

Last of all, I really liked the low ropes course. My mini-group (Me, Alex and Harry) nearly finished the course. 

It was amazing.  

I thought it was a great experience and I am looking forward to Year 4 camp.  

Grade 3 Camp - Jasper 

I arrived at school Tuesday morning feeling very excited for our camp to Phillip Island. It was going to be a 

long journey to Philip Island so I was scared for the trip. On the bus ride it was so long I felt like it took forever. Then 

we came to a big bridge then the next thing you knew we had arrived. We got out of the bus and went to unpack. 

When we had unpacked we played soccer and nine square in the air. After all that we went to a dining room and our 

host explained the rules and we had a snack. Next, we headed to the beach and had lunch. After lunch, me and some 

other students went to play on the park. After the park, we went back to camp and we did activities like the 

mechanical wall, low ropes and archery (which was my favourite). For dinner we had spaghetti then went to bed. We 

woke up, cleaned our room and played. After we played we had breakfast, then got into our groups. I did the flying 

fox first. It didn’t look so bad from the bottom but when you were at the top it looked so high! I took a run up and 

jumped!  

 Year 4 

In Reading, students have practised reading scripts with their peers.  They have enjoyed using voice intonation, 

pausing and phrasing to create an atmosphere for their audience.  Students are revising various comprehension 

themes we have learnt this year such as: determining importance, summarising, questioning, predicting, 

synthesising, theme, moral, lesson, character development, point of view, etc.  They have finished reading the class 

book, ‘Save Me a Seat’ and are enjoying implementing their comprehension skills across different reading genres of 

their choice. 

In Writing, students completed the drafts of their scripts and created a good copy with their peers using Google 

Classroom.  They were reminded to check for punctuation before printing their finished pieces.  The groups then 



 

 
 

practised and made props for their performances - these were both creative and impressive.  Students are now 

working on comic strips and learning the features of different comic strip styles.  They will create their own comic 

strips as part of our multi-genre unit. 

In Maths, students have been revising the division algorithm and looking closely at the relationship between 

multiplication and division. They have been completing a range of division equations with and without remainders 

and this has really emphasised the importance of knowing their times tables well. As we move towards the end of 

the year students will be completing a broad range of Christmas themed Maths activities, some of them open ended. 

Our Maths focus for the last week of term will be to revise many of the Maths concepts learnt throughout the year 

and consolidate the different skills involved. 

 

Senior School 

Thank You and Farewell 

Thank you to the Year 5 and 6 parents and guardians for their support throughout the year. We wish you all a safe 

and merry Christmas! 

To our departing families, we wish you all the best and thank you for your support over the years at Ruskin Park 

Primary School.  

Leadership 2020 

Congratulations to all our Year 5 students who applied for a leadership position in 2020. We were proud to see so 

many students apply for these positions and they did a wonderful job planning and presenting their speeches and 

sharing their ideas at interviews.  

In Year 6 all students are expected to be role models and leaders at our school.  

The Year 5 students met their Foundation buddies for 2020 last week and handed over their buddy bags. We know 

they are extremely excited to work alongside their buddies in 2020. 

Year 6 Graduation 

We are looking forward to the Year 6 Graduation on Monday evening. The Graduation is at the Dorset Gardens Hotel 

and commences at 5:30pm.  

We remind students that the dress code is smart casual.  

Due to the restrictions of the room, each student is permitted to have three guests attend. 

Schedule: 

5:30-6:00 pm – Photos in the gardens (out the back) 

6:00-7:30 pm – Graduation Ceremony 

7:30-8:30 pm – Dinner for students and staff only 

8:30-9:30 pm – Student disco 

Students are to be picked up at 9:30pm. Please see a teacher when picking up your child. 

 



 

 
 

Year 6 Celebration Day 

On Wednesday 18th December the Year 6 students will have their Celebration Day. We are going to Bounce in 

Blackburn and then we will have our class parties afterwards. Please ensure your child wears appropriate clothing 

(i.e. sports top, shorts or pants) and footwear for the day. 

Kris Kringle 

Students in each of the Senior School classrooms are participating in Kris Kringle. The present should be $5 and be 

brought to school no later than Tuesday 17th December.  

Ruskin Park Christmas Concert 

It’s that time of year! Only 12 sleeps until six white boomers will be bounding over our roofs and Santa will be sliding 

down our chimneys! To get us in the Christmas spirit, Ruskin Park will be holding it’s annual Christmas Concert next 

Thursday 19th of December. The concert will be held outside on the school oval this year (weather permitting) with 

songs scheduled to begin at 6:30pm. We encourage all families to bring along a picnic dinner and their Christmas 

cheer. Hope to see you all there! 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

OSHC NEWS 

Ferrocement Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s complete! Our wonderful ferrocement wall beautified by OSHC children is finished. Thank you to the students 

who demonstrated perseverance, determination, problem solving skills, and artistic talent and helped create this 

beautiful sculptural element in our sensory garden.  Please take time to discover the watermelon, avocado, 

pineapple, penguin, cat, basketball, palm tree and dragon, and lose yourself in the various geometric designs the 

students designed and translated into mosaic.   

We also have a story illustrated on our wall.  The Japanese story of the Koi fish who showed perseverance and 

determination to swim upstream to the top of a waterfall, despite the taunts of the demons.  In recognition of its 

bravery and strength, the gods turned the Koi into a golden dragon. It's a wonderful story, and the attributes of the 

Koi are positive character building attributes I love seeing and reinforcing in the students at RPPS.  It's a great 

reminder for us all that despite the obstacles life throws at us, if we keep on keeping on we will ‘get there’ and 

achieve our dreams and aspirations… there’s a golden dragon inside us all. 

The next step for our sensory garden is to plant some hardy drought tolerant plants behind the wall, rediscover the 

path, plant grasses under the bridge to imitate water, re-paint the hiragana stepping stones, and hopefully in 2020 

create another smaller ferrocement wall to enclose the garden under the peach trees… another mosaic opportunity 

perhaps? 

Pauline Lane 

Curriculum Day Program – Tuesday 28th January 2020 

Tuesday 28th January is the first Curriculum Day for 2020 and we will be running an all-day Child Care program from 

7.00am to 6.30pm. 

We have planned an excursion to Rush HQ an indoor adventure centre in Rowville followed by lunch at the Tim 

Neville Arboretum in Ferntree Gully.  

This Curriculum Day program is open to all families, however if you have not used the OSHC program this year you 

will need to enrol your child/children in the OSHC program before the Curriculum Day.  

Details on how to enrol are available on the OSHC page of the Ruskin Park Primary School website. 

2020 OSHC Enrolments 

If you are planning to use the OSHC program in 2020 you will need to enrol your child/children before they 

commence care. 

If you are currently using the OSHC program, please collect an information sheet from the OSHC program to assist 

with re-enrolling your child/children online. 

If you are enrolling in the OSHC program for the first time, please see details on how to enrol online on the OSHC 

page of the school website. 

If you do not have access to a computer, paper copies of the enrolment form are available from the OSHC program.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all the families who have supported the OSHC program this year.  Thank you also to the 

families who have responded to our recent online survey.  We really value your feedback as it enables us to improve 

the OSHC program for you and your children. 

Last Day of Term – Friday 20th December 2019 

On the last day of term, after school care commences at 1.30pm.  We have a fun afternoon planned including a 

special afternoon tea.   

 

 

                 

Merry Christmas 

We hope you all have an enjoyable Christmas and a safe and happy holiday. 

Best wishes to our Year 6 children for next year and the future. 

 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amity Daniel Viraj Gemma Sarah Ava 

Lily Anna Zan Lillian Max Oliver 

Kyler Clara Evelyn Ayesha Jame Hannah 

      



 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


