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Principal’s Report 
 

Colour Run 

Our Ruskin Park Colour Run was a success with the community 

coming together to experience an event that involved laughter, 

excitement and ‘colour’.  Energy levels were high as students 

navigated the obstacle course while teachers and parents 

applied coloured powder to each participant.  

Whilst the evening was a lot of fun, what stood out to me was the strong 

community spirit we have here at Ruskin Park. It was great to observe the 

interactions between students, families and staff. It was also an important 

fundraiser for the school, with $5 444 raised.  

I would like to thank everyone who played a part in the day. In particular, our 

Family and Friends Network who led the day and all of the parents who 

volunteered and assisted.   

Funds raised from the Colour Run, combined with other Family and Friends 

fundraisers throughout the year will go towards the construction of our new 

stage/outdoor learning area. We were nearly ready to start building, however 

there is a small delay as the architects and engineers work through some of the final details. I will keep you posted, 

but hopefully it won’t be long before the project commences.  

Film Night and Art Show 

This week’s Film Night and Art Show highlighted the many talents of our students and staff. There was a wide variety 

of art works on display, and it was evident that students took great delight in sharing their work with parents and 

family members. The films proved entertaining, displaying great creativity and also capturing many highlights of the 

year. This includes our camps, special events and the classroom program.  

Upcoming Dates 

December 

Monday 2nd 

Tuesday 3rd  - 

Wednesday 4th  

Tuesday 3rd  

Wednesday 4th  

 

Thursday 5th  

 

Thursday 5th  

Monday 9th  

Monday 9th  

 
Whole School Transition 

Year 3 Camp 

 

Year 1 Science Incursion 

Foundation 2020 Information 

Night: 7-00pm to 8-00pm 

Foundation 2020 Orientation 

Morning 

Choir and Rock Band Performance 

Whole School Transition 

Creative Music Concert (Ashley)  

December 

Tuesday 10th 

Tuesday 10th  

Friday 13th  

Monday 16th  

Monday 16th  

Tuesday 17th  

Tuesday 17th  

Wednesday 18th  

Thursday 19th  

Friday 20th  

 
Subway Lunch 

Year 7 Transition Day 

Reports available 

Year 6 Graduation 

Moving Up Day 

Foundation 2019 Graduation 

Creative Music Concert (Jim)  

Class Parties 

Christmas Concert @6:30pm 

Last Day of Term 4. 1-30pm finish 



 

 
 

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of everyone 

involved, particularly Sensei Brown, Ms McKerrow, Ms 

Jones and Mrs Donaldson.  

I trust you enjoyed the evening.  

Christmas Concert – Thursday 19th December @6:30pm 

Classes have commenced rehearsing their songs for our 

end of year Christmas concert. Every student will have the 

opportunity to perform on stage with their peers. The Junior and Senior Choirs will also be performing.  

It promises to be an entertaining evening and a chance for our families to meet in a relaxed environment. If the 

weather is fine, families are invited to bring a picnic dinner.  

End of Year Reports 

As we approach the end of year, teachers are busy completing final student assessments and adding the last touches 

to school reports. I would like to acknowledge the staff and thank them for the many hours that have been spent 

writing and editing reports. I trust that you will find them informative and that they provide a clear picture of your 

child’s achievements and areas to focus on in the future.  

The reports are scheduled to be available via Compass on Friday 13th December.   

Whole School Transition Program 

Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park will participate in our whole school transition 

program. On Monday 2nd December and Monday 9th December, students will spend an hour in their new year level. 

They will move as a group and will not be separated into their 2020 classes. These sessions are designed to create a 

sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.  

Please be aware that staffing for 2020 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this 

transition program.  

Students will find out their 2020 classes and teacher on Monday 16th December.   

New Classrooms 

There was great excitement last week as our new classrooms were delivered. Students enjoyed seeing the large 

trucks and cranes enter our grounds and install the new buildings. Electricians and carpenters have been onsite this 

week completing the final touches. The temporary fencing should be taken down shortly.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Foundation 

This week we are exploring books written by Mem Fox, a world-renowned 

writer. Our students have explored the key characteristics of texts such as The 

Magic Hat and identified rhyming words and repetitive phrases that are so 

appealing to young children because they can join in with the rhythmic phrasing 

of the text when we read aloud. 



 

 
 

                                       

Our reading strategy this week is inferential comprehension. This requires our 

students to use clues from the text and combine this with what they already know to 

make an inference. Our students have been encouraged to use sentence stems such 

as I infer… or I predict… and to cite examples in the text to support their inference.  

In Mathematics, we are exploring the concept of money and our students are 

learning to identify the features, size and colour of our different coins and of course their value. During our initial 

brainstorm about money we uncovered many misconceptions such as money is hiding in the plastic cards Mum and 

Dad use and it magically pops out of the card but you can’t see it because it goes straight into the machine. Our 

students had no idea Australian animals were imprinted on our coins and they thought the lyrebird was a peacock 

and the echidna was a hedgehog. There was also a strong belief that 50c is worth more than $2; in fact most our 

students thought the bigger the coin the more it was worth.  

In Science, they have explored the concept of fair testing and everyone has thoroughly enjoyed conducting group 

investigations to determine whether the shape and size of an object determines how 

far it can roll down a ramp. They used streamers to measure and compare how far 

different sized marbles and cars travelled down a ramp. There was great excitement 

when their predictions were correct. Our future investigations will focus upon 

whether different surfaces impact on the ability of an object to roll which will be very 

interesting.  

Junior School 

Year 1 

In Literacy, Year 1 have continued to focus on transactional texts. We have 

looked at why people write transactional texts and how to follow the 

correct structure. We have really enjoyed writing friendly letters, not only 

to each other but also to some of our favourite characters! Maybe you 

could highlight any postcards, letters, cards or appropriate emails for your 

child to explore at home.  

In Maths, we are currently exploring skip counting and the links to 

multiplication. We have explored different ways to multiply and a variety of 

ways to record. We are being creative with our mathematical knowledge and are using it to make a multiplication 

board game! One of our transactional texts in Literacy inspired us to make a board game, ask your child all about it! 

This will be a Maths project that your child will need to persevere and be creative with. We are so proud of the skills 

that your children are developing. Enjoy the board game when it comes home towards the end of term.  

In Science, we have continued to explore sound through a range of experiments. These have ranged from listening to 

mystery sounds, sounds in nature, using musical instruments, cup telephones, tuning forks, balloons and ping pong 

balls, to one of our favourites, using tuning forks with bowls of water! Students have tried to explain their thinking 

and reasoning for what they have seen and heard. It`s been so much fun! 

 Year 2 

It has been a very exciting couple of weeks in Year 2. Last week we went on our excursion to the Lego Education 

Centre where students were involved in working together to create simple machines and explore and discuss the 

way different machines move. We then visited the Library at the Dock where students had the opportunity to visit a 



 

 
 

special exhibition about Antarctic Vessels. Dick, the Museum Curator told us lots of stories and information about 

the vessels and was happy to answer any questions the students had.  

In Literacy we started our unit on Multi-Genre Texts where students are able to choose a topic they are passionate 

about and write a range of texts on that topic including, narratives, information reports, procedural texts, persuasive 

texts, etc. It will be lots of fun! This week we will be brainstorming and deciding on our topics of interest. This is a 

great way to finish off the term and a fabulous year in Year 2. 

In Maths, we have finalised our unit on 3D shapes and are now learning to 

read and follow maps. This week students have been learning to follow the 

school map to gardening club where they had to find a hidden treasure. We 

then discussed that you can read some maps from a bird’s eye view. Students 

got to draw their own bird’s eye view map of the gardening club. We also got 

to direct each other around the classroom using preposition words and design 

a map of the classroom layout. 

 

Middle School 

Year 3  

Only four sleeps until our first Year 3 camp! Please make sure all belongings are clearly labelled with students’ names 

and are packed according to the weather conditions. The bus will be leaving Ruskin Park at approximately 9:30 am.  

 

In Reading, students have been identifying the main idea of an information report and finding evidence to support 

their reasoning. Students have been focusing on nonfiction text features and how they support the reader.  

 

Students have begun writing an information report on their multigenre topic. They have planned their information 

report, gathered facts and evidence and commenced writing interesting and engaging introductions to hook the 

reader. They have also begun writing the main body of their report and are ensuring the information is relevant to 

their given subheading.  

 

In Mathematics students have been solving number problems using money. Students have been adding up the cost 

of a number of items then working out the change from a set amount. Students have also extended their prior 

knowledge of greater than and less by solving problems that included numbers in the tens of thousands, decimals 

and fractions.  

 

 Year 4 

In Reading, students have been discovering multi-genre texts.  They have explored narratives and located the moral, 

theme and developing plots of stories read.  They then analysed script features such as the use of characters, the 



 

 
 

narrator and brackets for the character directions. Students have enjoyed exploring a different reading genre and are 

encouraged to read a variety of texts. 

 

In Writing, students created simple storyboards including important details such as the moral and theme of their 

narratives. They were reminded to use adjectives and adverbs to describe their character’s development and setting 

changes.  They produced creative hooks at the beginning of their story to capture their audience. Students are using 

the script features from reading to develop their writing. They worked in small groups to write scripts with different 

roles for each person e.g. character, narrator etc. They also started writing their scripts on a Google document with 

their group to create a final script to present to their peers. 

 

In Maths, students are continuing to revise the four operations. After revising addition and subtraction we moved 

onto multiplication last week. This is where speed and accuracy with times tables is crucial. Next week we will be 

moving onto revising the division algorithm and the relationship between division and multiplication. Again, times 

tables knowledge will be an integral part of a sound understanding of division and continued practise of these and 

quick number facts should still be a focus for all students at this time of year. 

 

Senior School 

Action Teams - Final lesson 

On Monday we had the final Action Teams lesson. The final lesson continued to develop students’ understanding of 

respect. Students were involved in various hands on activities, developing their understanding of respect and 

modelling how to act respectfully towards others.   

The Year Six students worked extremely hard throughout this term to create a series of lessons for students from 

Foundation to Year Five. All students were provided with the opportunity to utilise their leadership skills and develop 

confidence in speaking in front of a group. We were extremely proud of all the students who led these lessons and 

created a positive vibe within their mixed groups.  

Well done to our fantastic Year Six leaders! 

Leadership Speeches for 2020 

It was wonderful to see so many students step outside of their comfort zone and nominate for the 2020 school 

leadership positions. Students wrote a letter to Mr. Moore explaining why they’d make a responsible leader and 

then presented a short speech in front of the Year Three to Six students. We are extremely proud of all students who 

applied and presented their speech.  

Graduation 

We have been in contact with the Dorset Gardens Hotel in regards to seating arrangements for the graduation. As 

there is limited space and seating, each student will be permitted to bring 2-3 guests to the ceremony. 

Details: 

Where:  Dorset Gardens Functions and Conference Centre. 

When: Monday 16th December. 

Time (guide only): 

●  5:30pm - Photos 

●  6:00pm - Graduation Ceremony 

●  7:30 - Dinner, followed by disco (students & staff only) 

●  9:30pm - Graduation finishes 



 

 
 

Graduation Fundraiser 

It was amazing to see so many students support our Year Six Graduation fundraiser last week. Many students 

throughout the school dressed up in their 80’s clothes and/or free dress and donated a coin to support the Year Six 

students.  

Student Voice 

 

 

 

Once again, the Student Voice team is holding the Salvation Army Food 

Drive this Christmas! 

Students can bring in donations from Monday the 2nd to Friday the 13th of 

December and place them into the box in their classroom.  

Items will be donated to the Croydon Salvation Army branch and enjoyed 

by many people in need.  

Thank you in advance for your support.  

 

 

A message from your School Banking Co-ordinator  

If your child has collected 10 Dollarmites tokens and would like to redeem them for a School Banking reward item 
this term, please fill in your child’s redemption slip and place it in your banking book.  Monday 2 December 2019 will 
be the last day for submitting rewards. This will ensure the reward item will arrive before the school holidays.  
Our final School Banking day for 2019 is Monday 17th December.  Any Dollarmites tokens that are not redeemed this 
year can be used in 2020. 
 
From School Banking Coordinators 
 
 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Laura Marlena Cyrus Mia Grace Elsie 

Esther Blessing Nevaeh Skye Addison Hannah 

      

http://www.commbank.com.au/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


