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Principal’s Report 
 

Remembrance Day 

Each year in Australia, on the 11th of November, we pause to commemorate the end of the First World War and 

remember the sacrifices made by those involved. 

At Ruskin Park we recognise this day in a number of ways. In addition to classroom discussions, we hold a special 

Assembly, led by students in Year 4. This includes reading In Flanders Fields, discussing the Armistice and the laying 

of wreaths.  The Assembly concludes with The Last Post, The Rouse, a minute silence and our National Anthem.  

In 2019, our Junior and Senior choirs again sang at the Croydon RSL Remembrance Day Service. It was a special 

ceremony that reminded those in attendance of the sacrifices made by many brave men and women.  

Maroondah Festival 

I took great delight in attending last weekend’s Maroondah Festival and being in the audience to watch our rock 

band and choirs perform. Both groups displayed great confidence as they performed in front of an enthusiastic and 

appreciative audience.   

As always, our students were excellent ambassadors for our school and should be proud of their efforts.   

Colour Run 

We are looking forward to everyone joining us this afternoon for the Ruskin Park Colour Run. The action is due to 

kick off at 4:30pm on the oval.   The event will involve participants completing an obstacle course (it is not overly 

difficult and should be accessible to all) and passing through ‘colour stations’, where the coloured powder will be 

applied. One lap should take approximately 5 minutes, and you can complete the course multiple times.  

 

Upcoming Dates 

November 

Tuesday 19th 

Wednesday 20th  

Thursday 21st  

 

 

Tuesday 26th   

Friday 29th  

 

December 

Tuesday 3rd  - 

Wednesday 4th  

Tuesday 3rd  

Wednesday 4th  

 

 
Yr.2 Excursion 

Free Dress Day 

Foundation 2020 Transition 

Music 9-15am to 10-15am  

 

Film Night and Art Show 

Parent Helper Morning Tea 

 

 
Year 3 Camp 

 

Year 1 Science Incursion 

Foundation 2020 Information 

Night 

7-00pm to 8-00pm 

December 

Thursday 5th  

 

Tuesday 10th  

Friday 13th  

 

 

Monday 16th  

 

Tuesday 17th  

Wednesday 18th  

Thursday 19th  

Friday 20th  

 
Foundation 2020 Orientation Morning 

 

Subway Lunch 

Reports available 

Awards Assembly 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

Moving Up Day 

Foundation 2019 Graduation 

Class Parties 

Christmas Concert @6:30pm 

Last Day of Term 4. 1-30pm finish 



 

 
 

Last minute reminders  

 Bring an old towel to cover the seats in your car. The powder WILL get all over them.  

 Participating adults may wish to put phones and keys in a sandwich bag to keep the colour from staining 
your case or getting into the fine cracks.  

 After the run dust off as much dry powder as you can before you apply any water.  

 Have fun and enjoy your time with the Ruskin Park community.  
 

It is important to acknowledge the Family and Friends Network for the many hours of work that have gone into 

preparing this event. Their dedication and commitment to the Colour Run and many other school events is truly 

valued and incredibly important. Thank you also to the parents who have offered to assist at the event.  

Staffing Update 

Preparations for 2020 are well and truly underway. There is always excitement as we plan for a new year but there 

can also be a touch of sadness as we farewell members of our Ruskin Park community.  

I write to inform our community that after 29 years of dedicated service at this school Mrs Alaine Beare will be 

retiring at the end of Term 1 2020. Mrs Beare will be at the school throughout Term 1 working in a mentoring role 

and assisting our new Foundation students as they transition into formal schooling. However, she will not have her 

own class.  

We will arrange an appropriate farewell for Mrs Beare next year that recognises her commitment and contribution 

to our school.  

Her passion, knowledge, expertise and willingness to go above and beyond to make our school the best it possibly 

can be is hard to put into words. She has been a key figure in our quest for school improvement.    

While we are sad to be losing Mrs Beare, we are excited for her as she will have more time to spend pursuing her 

own interests and hobbies, including lots of time with her new (and first) grandchild. I do suspect we will see her 

back at the school from time to time in the years ahead.  

New Classrooms 

As our community would be aware, we have experienced significant growth in our student population over recent 

years.  To assist in the management of our increased enrolment for 2020, we will shortly be receiving additional 

classrooms. These brand new classrooms will be located adjacent to our current portable classroom and provide a 

vibrant new learning space for our students.  

While a delivery date is currently being finalised, we anticipate it to be in the very near future. I will provide further 

information via Compass once details are confirmed.  

Parent Helpers 

On Friday 29th November we will be holding a morning tea to thank our parent helpers. We truly value the 

contribution and support provided by our parents and this morning tea is a way of saying thank you. Parent 

involvement is important for schools to function successfully and it also supports the development of home and 

school partnerships.   

Invitations will be sent home shortly. We have made a concerted effort to ensure all those who have assisted during 

the year receive an invitation. However, if you have volunteered during the year and an invitation did not reach you 

please let the office know.   

Thank you again to all members of the Ruskin Park community for your support this year!  



 

 
 

Whole School Transition Program 

Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park will participate in our whole school transition 

program. On Monday 2nd December and Monday 9th December, students will spend an hour in their new year level. 

They will move as a group and will not be separated into their 2020 classes. These sessions are designed to create a 

sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.  

Please be aware that staffing for 2020 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this 

transition program.  

Students will find out their 2020 classes and teacher on Monday 16th December.   

 

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Anxiety 
Each week I receive through my email the Generation Next newsletter. Generation Next are a social enterprise who 

provide education and support around the mental health of young people. The most recent one came at the perfect 

time after I had not long got off the phone from my mum who looked after my boys on the weekend. She told me 

that my 5 year old thinks that we will have a fire around our house this summer due to having a lot of bush near us 

and with the fires burning at present further north. 

The newsletter showed a snippet of Kristen Douglas who is the National Manager for Headspace Schools webcast 

titled “Anxiety: Practical Support Strategies for School Communities where she outlined the Nip it in the Bud 

Approach that Headspace promote. This approach can be used both for ourselves and when others are having issues 

like my boy was. The approach follows three simple steps- 

N- Notice 

I- Inquire 

P- Plan or provide support 

Here is the conversation where I decided to have a go at it. 

Me- “Am I right that you are worried that we are going to have a bushfire at our house when it is hotter?” 

S- “Yes, we have trees at our house.” 

Me- “Just because there are trees around and there are fires in NSW and Qld doesn’t mean they will be at our house. 

Do you realise that the trees and houses have been where we live for over 50 years and they haven’t burned? 

S- “No mumma. So we are safe?” 

Me- “Yes, when it is a day where there could be fires, we don’t stay at home remember?” 

S- “Yes, we go to grandma and pa’s.” 

Me- “Does that stop you worrying?” 

S- “Yes mumma.” 

Me- “If it starts worrying you again, come and tell me.” 

Although this conversation was only today, I can say, that it has certainly helped him… for now anyway! 



 

 
 

She gives a few examples of how it can be approached which are worth a look and the video can be found here and 

goes for less than four minutes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uI_VlJ28jI 

I love the quote she uses just before the conclusion of the clip; “When chaos is knocking at your door, let calm 

answer.”  So when the important little people around us are unsettled, how can we meet their chaos with calm to 

help them come back to calm quicker. 

I think I might have a few takers for this strategy over what can be a more stressful part of the year for people.   

I am curious to see the results. 

 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 

 

Foundation 

Our students are thoroughly enjoying our literature unit, which explores the work of Aaron Blabey, Alison Lester and 

Lee Fox to name just a few well-known authors. Our students are being encouraged to make text to self- connections 

during reading workshops. After reading Pig the Fibber, our students identified sections of the text that reminded 

them of a personal experience. We loved reading about times in their life when they had told a little fib like Pig the 

Fibber and the consequences that resulted from their actions.  Our students have also been encouraged to share and 

record their thinking as they engage in independent reading sessions.  

                     

 

 

 

 

 

We are very proud of the development of our student’s writing skills this year. They are now attempting to write 

their own simple narratives using their knowledge of familiar stories and picture prompts. In class, we are 

highlighting the importance of linking events and explaining in detail what is happening in the story, so the reader 

can fully understand and enjoy it. Recently our students had an opportunity to write their own stories using simple 

picture prompts. 

This week in Mathematics, we have been learning about place value. Our students have worked cooperatively to 

make teen numbers using icy pole sticks and MAB blocks. They have played dice games trying to make the largest 

number possible. They are developing an ability to identify the number of tens and ones and those students who are 

ready are recording numbers in the hundreds.  

A large number of our Foundation students who are members of the Junior Choir performed at the Maroondah 

Festival and the Croydon RSL Remembrance Day Service. After weeks of preparation, they finally had an 

opportunity to perform and they sang beautifully. Our students were wonderful ambassadors for our 

school and the audience who enjoyed the performance were impressed.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uI_VlJ28jI


 

 
 

Junior School  

Year 1 

In Literacy, Year 1 have begun a new unit focusing on transactional texts. We have 

started this unit by comparing the similarities and differences between letters, 

postcards, emails and text messages, just to name a few! We have really enjoyed 

reading the text ‘The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters’ to see a variety of 

transactional texts written in different ways. We encourage students to use 

knowledge gained about transactional texts in class to write some at home. We 

would love to see some of their masterpieces!  

In Maths, we are revisiting addition and subtraction. We have been enjoying open-

ended tasks that challenge and extend our thinking. We have also been exploring a 

range of everyday resources that assist our mathematical addition and subtraction 

processing such as dominos, playing cards and objects around the room. Our 

confidence when working with different addition strategies has grown 

substantially and so has the way that we explain our thinking. 

Teamwork is our word of the week. We have participated in a range of activities 

and discussions of what teamwork looks like both in and out of the classroom. We 

spent time working together and developing our amazing teamwork skills! 

November 13th was World Kindness Day. Lots of fabulous discussion was had. 

Check out our Kindness Clouds! 

 

Year 2 

In Year 2 we are super excited for our Science excursion to the Lego Education Centre at Docklands next Tuesday! 

This excursion will complement what we have been learning about pushes and pulls in Physical Science. The activities 

will also introduce what we are going to learn about how simple machines work. We will also be visiting the amazing 

Library at the Dock, and will tour their learning spaces, exhibitions and Maker Centre. 

In Literacy we have just concluded our Persuasive Reading and Writing unit. Students have read many persuasive 

texts and learnt to sort facts from opinions, annotating persuasive and powerful language, opinions, reasons and 

examples. We used our learning to conduct mini debates using persuasive language, focusing on disagreeing 

agreeably and using evidence to back up our opinions. Everyone wrote a number of texts expressing their opinions, 

including a persuasive text about whether life was better or worse in the olden days (linked to our learning from 

History.) Over the next week we will be learning about Dreamtime stories. 

In Maths, we have been learning about 3D shapes. We know the names of many 3D shapes now and can count the 

faces, edges and vertices. We used our learning to construct mini robots from the nets of 3D shapes, and then 

counted the total number of faces, edges and vertices. Next week we will begin learning to read and follow maps! 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Middle School  

Year 3  

We are really looking forward to our very first school camp! The camp requirements notice has been sent home this 

week to give you and your child time to prepare for our camp. Please return any medical information forms as soon 

as possible. If there is something you would like your child’s classroom teacher to know before going on camp, 

please feel free to arrange a time to meet with them.    

Last week both classes finished reading the whole class text ‘Gangsta Granny’. Students thoroughly enjoyed the story 

and were engaged right to the very end. The book promoted great discussion on how various characters changed 

and grew throughout the story. We are continuing to read other texts from the same author, David Walliams, and 

exploring the vocabulary and language he uses to create such engaging stories.  

Once the text was complete, students completed very detailed summaries of the stories ensuring they only included 

the most important information.  

In Mathematics students have finished up their unit on location and transformation by giving instructions using grid 

coordinates to find a hidden chest on an island they created. Students are continuing to develop their place value 

knowledge by working on 

partitioning numbers and 

further developing their 

knowledge of rounding 

numbers to the nearest 10, 

100 and 1000.  

 

 

 

 

 Year 4  

In Reading, students have been analysing a range of persuasive texts and searching for persuasive devices used.  

They have been discussing whether they agree or disagree with the author’s opinion and have analysed the evidence 

that the author has used.  The students have enjoyed reading different persuasive texts on the same topic to 

compare the author’s writing style. 

In Writing, students have been exploring written persuasive pieces. Students have also been writing a persuasive text 

about whether we should all be vegetarians.  They have discussed the various arguments for and against and 

students formulated their own opinion.  They then wrote each section of a persuasive piece, carefully editing and 

adding persuasive devices to strengthen their arguments. 

In Maths, students have been revising the language of chance and looking at ways to quantify chance events using 

the language of likely, unlikely, certain or impossible and also quantifying the chance of an event happening in terms 

of fractions or percentages. They have also been looking at how to determine whether events are dependent or 

independent from each other. We are now moving onto revision of the mathematical processes, starting with 

addition and subtraction. As always, improving the speed and accuracy and their quick recall of times tables and 

number facts has also been a focus and we are emphasising the importance of these skills, especially at this time of 

year as they start to look towards Year 5.   

 



 

 
 

Senior School 

Multimodal Texts 

In the Senior School, our students have been developing their understanding 

of multimodal texts. Students have been immersed in reading and discussing 

multimodal texts and have recently created drafts and final copies of their 

own, informing others about biomes across the world. 

Students have chosen to create a text on their selected biome and this could 

be in the form of a graphic novel, newspaper report, infographic, brochure, 

print advertisement, etc.  

Action Teams - Second lesson 

Our Year 6 students have been busily planning and creating resources for their next Action Teams session.  

Our second session focuses on our school’s value of Respect. Students have created lessons with the intention of 

developing students’ understanding of respect and why it is so important to be respectful to everyone.  

We have been extremely proud of the effort and teamwork shown by our Year 6 students, sharing responsibilities 

and roles.  

Well done to our fantastic Year 6 leaders! 

Graduation 

Payment and consent for the Year 6 Graduation is available online via Compass. Please ensure this is done by 

Thursday 28th November. 

Details: 

Where:  Dorset Gardens Functions and Conference Centre. 

When: Monday 16th December. 

Time (guide only): 

●  5:30pm - Photos 

●  6:00pm - Graduation Ceremony 

●  7:30 - Dinner, followed by disco (students & staff only) 

●  9:30pm - Graduation finishes 

Grade 6 - Graduation Fundraiser 
 
On Wednesday 20th November, we are having a fundraiser for the Grade 6 Graduation.  
 
The theme of the day will be ‘80’s Day’, however, if you don’t have 80’s clothes, you can attend in free dress. 
 
If you are doing so, please bring a gold coin donation. 
 
We hope to see you all dressed up at school! 
 
Thank you for supporting the fundraiser for our Graduation Ceremony! 
 
Year 6 students 
 

 



 

 
 

Music Updates- Maroondah Festival and Remembrance Day 
 
It has been a busy week for the Ruskin Park Music department! The Rock Band and Junior and Senior Choirs have 
done an incredible job representing our school this week at the Maroondah Festival and the Remembrance Day 
service held at Croydon RSL.  

The Maroondah Festival was held on Sunday 10th November at Town Park in Croydon. The Junior and Senior Choirs 
opened the show with “Wandering” and “Party Down By The Sea”, which despite the dreary weather transported 
the crowd to a glorious beach-side celebration. The Rock Band then wowed the audience with three amazing songs- 
“Rise and Fall”, “Killing Me Softly” and “Saltwater”. Make sure you come down to the Colour Run on Friday at 4pm to 
see them play again as they raise money to donate to the Good Friday Appeal! 

On Monday, the Junior and Senior Choirs walked down to Croydon RSL to sing as part of the Remembrance Day 
service. All students represented Ruskin Park incredibly well and sung beautifully- they should be very proud. 
Congratulations to our three amazing soloists, Taylah B 3J, Raha N 2D and Felicity A FB who put in so much time and 
effort learning their parts.  

The next big performance coming up for our Music department will be Thursday 5th December at 10:30am at the 
Croydon Library. We hope to see you there supporting Ruskin Park! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Jax Donika Emily Tara Sophie Zedd 

Samara Khun Khun Alfie Scarlett Cung Tai 

Olivia Tellar  Jordy Katie Jack Lucas 

Mya      



 

 
 

 

Maths Challenge: 

Family Maths Project:  ‘You-Baby’  
 

Wow!  What a wonderful response we’ve had to our You-Baby Project. 
 

Have a look at some of our babies … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


