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Principal’s Report 
 

Alannah and Madeline Foundation eSmart Evening 

I trust the parents who were able to attend this week’s eSmart evening found the session both informative and 

practical. Different topics were discussed and resources provided that will help parents navigate the ever evolving 

digital world with their children. The importance of trusting and caring relationships was a standout for me, both as a 

parent but also in my role here at school. There is a fine balance between making sure children are aware of and 

respect boundaries, but also feel comfortable coming to you if they are worried about something or have found 

themselves in a problematic situation.  

The following website from the ‘Office of the eSafety Commissioner’ has a wide variety of information for parents: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents  

Year 4 Camp 

Last week I was fortunate to have the 

opportunity to spend some time with our 

Year 4 campers. I was only visiting for a day, 

but it was evident from the outset that our 

students were embracing all that camp has 

to offer. They challenged themselves on the 

flying fox and giant swing, and enjoyed 

other activities including the ropes course 

and bush dancing, just to name a few. 

I was proud of the maturity and independence demonstrated by our students and also by the manner in which they 

interacted and supported each other. 

They returned home a little weary but with many memories and entertaining stories to share.  

Upcoming Dates 

November 

Friday 1st  

 

Monday 4th  

Tuesday 5th  

Monday 11th  

 

Thursday 14th  

        

Friday 15th  

Wednesday 20th  

Thursday 21st  

 

 

Tuesday 26th   

Friday 29th  

 

 
Subway Lunch 

 

Curriculum Day 

Melbourne Cup Day 

Remembrance Day Choir 

Excursion  

Foundation 2020 Transition 

Art 9-15am to 10-15am 

Colour Run 

Free Dress Day 

Foundation 2020 Transition 

Music 9-15am to 10-15am  

 

Film Night and Art Show 

Parent Helper Morning Tea 

 

December 

Tuesday 3rd  - 

Wednesday 4th  

Tuesday 3rd  

Wednesday 4th  

 

Thursday 5th  

 

Tuesday 10th  

Friday 13th  

 

 

Monday 16th  

 

Tuesday 17th  

Wednesday 18th  

Thursday 19th  

Friday 20th  

 
Year 3 Camp 

 

Year 1 Science Incursion 

Foundation 2020 Information Night 

7-00pm to 8-00pm 

Foundation 2020 Orientation Morning 

 

Subway Lunch 

Reports available 

Awards Assembly 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

Moving Up Day 

Foundation 2019 Graduation 

Class Parties 

Christmas Concert @6:30pm 

Last Day of Term 4. 1-30pm finish 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents


 

 
 

It is important to acknowledge and thank Mr Alexander, Ms McKerrow, Miss Cochrane, Mrs Beach, Mrs Horner and 

Mr McDonald who attended and supported our students.   

Curriculum Day 

A reminder to all families that Monday 4th November is a curriculum day. Students do not attend school on this day. 

OSHC will be running a program for families that require assistance with supervision. Information about this program 

has been distributed. 

 Parent Survey 

Thank you to all the parents who responded to last term’s Parent Opinion Survey. In line with Department of 

Education guidelines, a random sample (30%) of families were invited to participate in this external survey.  

The results are extremely positive. We received very high endorsement across all areas which is further evidence of 

the strong home-school partnerships we are working hard to develop and maintain.  

While all the results were strong, particular strengths included high expectations for success, school pride and 

confidence, promoting positive behaviour, student connectedness and general satisfaction.  

I would like to thank our parent community. The strong results we have achieved in recent years would not be 

possible without parents supporting, partnering with teachers and being involved in their child’s learning. We are 

fortunate to be part of a great community.   

Please remember I am always open to feedback from parents in regards to your child’s journey through school, 

opportunities for improvement or any new initiatives. It is not necessary to wait for parent surveys. As stakeholders 

in our school your views are important.   

Start Dates for 2020 

I know it is a long way off, and there is so much to see, do and experience before the 2020 school year begins, 

however to assist with forward planning I would like to provide you with advance notice of arrangements for the 

start of next year.  

At our last School Council meeting starting dates for 2020 were finalised. Staff will officially return to school on 

Tuesday 28th January. The first day for all students, including Foundation, will be Wednesday 29th January 2020.  

Whole School Transition Program 

Towards the end of this term, students currently at Ruskin Park Primary School will participate in our whole school 

transition program. On Monday 2nd December and Monday 9th December, students will spend an hour in their new 

year level. They will move as a group and will not be separated into their 2020 classes. These sessions are designed 

to create a sense of excitement and ease any nerves students may have about entering a new class.  

Please be aware that staffing for 2020 is still being finalised and staff will be in their current year levels for this 

transition program.  

Students will find out their 2020 classes and teacher on Monday 16th December.   

Remembrance Day & Maroondah Festival 

Our Junior and Senior Choirs will be busy in the coming weeks with a number of performances planned. If you are 

visiting the Maroondah Festival on Sunday 10th November I encourage you to support our students by visiting the 

‘Sounds of Maroondah Stage’ at 10am.  

Our choirs will also be an important part of the Croydon RSL Remembrance Day Service. This service will occur at 

approximately 10am on Monday 11th November.  

 



 

 
 

Year 6 Fundraiser 

Each year, our graduating Year 6 students plan and conduct a fundraiser to support their end of year dinner and 

celebration. This year, all Ruskin Park students are invited to wear free dress on Wednesday 20th November. Stay 

tuned for further details.  

 

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 
 

The Kindness Factory 

Today at assembly, students learnt of Kath Koschel and her story that led to her creating The Kindness Factory. 

www.kindnessfactory.com   Kath was a very promising cricketer who had come through the junior NSW ranks to 

make her senior debut for NSW in 2011. She sustained a back injury and just a few months later developed 

complications from surgery which had her go within 24 hours of losing her leg. At the 11th hour, after being stubborn 

in the lead up, doctors discovered a small bleed in her abdomen which was cutting off blood supply to her leg. After 

emergency surgery, her leg was saved.  

During her rehabilitation, she met Jim who was the type of person that made everyone feel welcome. He was her 

light and they planned their future together. Unfortunately Jim passed and it was through this time of struggle, both 

physically and otherwise that the kindness of others shone through. It was the small gestures such as holding a door 

open that made Kath feel better and all the little things added up to make a difference. 

Kath’s physical injuries had improved and in September 2015, she became the first person with prosthetic discs in 

her back to complete an Iron Man triathlon with only feeling in one of her legs. She found her passion in competitive 

endurance sports and signed up for another one. While training for this, she was hit from behind by a 4WD truck, 

breaking her back again, and sustaining life threatening and life altering injuries. She genuinely believes that she was 

saved by the flooding of acts of kindness on her website and her social media feeds which were inundated by 

kindness leading her to believe that we all have the capacity for kindness.  

In November 2015, Kath had launched the Kindness Factory to encourage people to be kind to themselves and 

others with an attempt to reach 1 million acts of kindness from all around the world. As of 12:59 on the 29/10/2019, 

423, 390 acts of kindness have been logged. I wonder whether we can add more to that from within our community? 

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” – Dr Seuss 

 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 

 

Foundation 

We held our annual Grandparents’ Day yesterday, which was a huge success, based on 

the buzz in the air and the smiles on faces. We had over 60 grandparents and friends 

join us for the first two hours of the day. Our guests had an opportunity to experience 

activities their grandchildren engage in on a daily basis related to Reading and 

Mathematics. It was wonderful to see the Foundation students confidently explaining 

and demonstrating how to heft and weigh objects and make 3D objects with playdough. Our students also 

demonstrated how to play rhyming games and constructed sentences and sight words.   

http://www.kindnessfactory.com/


 

 
 

Our Foundation students then enjoyed reading their favourite fairy tale, which highlighted their fluency and 

expressive reading style. The children then celebrated their achievements by showing their guests their workbooks. 

They beamed with pride as they compared their first writing samples, which consisted of random letters on the page 

to their writing now which demonstrates their ability to retell a story, write a letter, recount and write a simple 

narrative. Their growth in all areas of the curriculum has been significant and therefore a cause for celebration.    

Our guests gave our students an insight into how toys have changed over time. They were given an opportunity to 

talk to our students about their favourite toys they played with when they were a child. It was difficult for our 

students to comprehend that iPads were not available sixty years ago. We created a Venn diagram comparing the 

toys they played with in the past and a number of students discovered they had some toys in common such as 

footballs and Barbie dolls.  

Everyone enjoyed making a Snakes and Ladders game and we are sure this game will be played many times at home 

with loved ones. Our Grandparents’ Day concluded with everyone doing the Hokey Pokey and Chicken Dance in the 

gym.  After lots of hugs, we farewelled our guests who then enjoyed a delicious morning tea provided by our 

wonderful Foundation families.  

We would like to thank our special guests for joining us and for showing kindness to students whose relatives were 

unable to attend on the day. This generous gesture made the event memorable and special for everyone involved.  

Our Foundation students have now sent personal thank you letters to everyone who attended the session and we 

are sure they will love receiving a memento of their special day at Ruskin Park 



 

 
 

Junior School  

Year 1 

In Literacy, Year 1 have been continuing to work on narratives. We`re now creating stories with more exciting words 

and phrases to engage the reader. We`re focusing on making sure all the important features of imaginative 

narratives are noted in our reading and writing. Also, we are linking our story telling to our Science unit on light. We 

have been making shadow puppets to use when story telling. We might even film the stories for Film Night….watch 

this space! 

In Maths, we have been improving our place value knowledge by recognising and partitioning numbers in many, 

many, many ways! We can use tens frames, place value charts, unifix, sticks of hundreds, tens and ones, dice, 

diagrams and worded problems to name but a few. We are becoming more proficient at quickly recognising, 

partitioning and explaining our thoughts about numbers and number problems.  

Have a look at our students reflecting on their learning and receiving feedback about their stories from their peers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

The Sleepover 

It was sleepover week! Students were very excited to spend the night with their friends, participating in lots of 

exciting activities including Halloween games, decorating Halloween biscuits and enjoying an icy pole for supper 

before settling down to watch a movie. Today students were involved in a set of rotations where they participated in 

movement games with Miss Doensen, a STEM task with Miss Clarke and an art task with Mrs Edwards. For some 

students this was their first night away from home and they were so brave and should be so proud of themselves. 

In the Classroom 

In Reading and Writing students have been enjoying our topic on persuasion. In Reading, we have been reading a 

range of persuasive texts where the author states their opinion about a topic, explains their reasons, provides 

examples and restates their opinion without repeating the exact words they have already used. Students also 

explored what parts of a persuasive text are most important so we have been looking at the introduction and 

conclusion very carefully and thinking about why they are so important when it comes to convincing our audience. 

In Writing, students have been choosing from a range of topics and stating their opinions about them. They have 

been filling out an OREO planner (opinion, reason, example and opinion) to match their ideas about a topic. They 

have been using some excellent persuasive language to convince people to believe in their opinions, for example 

vocabulary such as in fact, obviously, for example, etc. 



 

 
 

Fractions has now come to an end in Maths and we have moved onto working on 2D shapes. Students have been 

learning about the different lines that can describe 2D shapes such as horizontal lines, vertical lines, oblique lines, 

etc. They have also been learning about corners and angles of 2D shapes. Students used this vocabulary to describe 

the features of 2D shapes and got to work closely with a buddy by playing a ‘Who Am I?’ game. We will continue our 

study of 2D shapes for the next week before moving onto 3D shapes. 

 

Middle School  

Year 3  

The very first Year 3 Camp is only weeks away. Notices have been distributed and final 

payment is due next Thursday 7th November. Please contact your child's teacher if you 

have any questions.  

Students will be provided with the opportunity to attend a lunchtime Homework Club 

on Wednesdays in Miss Campion’s room. Students are not required to attend, however 

if your child needs support or encouragement to complete homework they are 

welcome to.  

During Reading, students have been practising their literature circle roles using our 

whole class text ‘Gangsta Granny’. Students have taken on the roles of Super Summariser, Word Wizard, Discussion 

Director, Creative Connector and Passage Picker and been working hard to provide evidence to support their role. In 

Writing, students have been practising using dialogue in text. Students were given scenarios and then created a story 

with dialogue to match. We also began working on book talks to present to the class. Students have chosen a book 

they have read and are creating an engaging presentation.  

In Mathematics, students have been exploring symmetry in the environment. Students were given half of their face 

and then using their knowledge of symmetry, drew the other half. Students practised reading grid coordinates and 

drew a treasure map with instructions for a partner to find.  

Over the last couple of weeks, students have begun a Stop Motion film. They have chosen a theme and will begin 

filming this week. Stop Motion is a collection of photos that creates a movie, using 10 photos per second. Students 

are creating their props and backgrounds to use in their film.  



 

 
 

 

Year 4  

After having an exciting adventure at Camp Gundiwindi the students have been reflecting on the wonderful 

memories they made.  From the flying fox, giant swing, damper making, bon fire and bush dancing - it was clear to 

see the students had a thrilling time!  Many students overcame their fears and experienced activities that they had 

never done before using a growth mindset.  They are eagerly looking forward to the camps they will experience in 

Years 5 and 6. 

In Reading and Writing we have been focusing on persuasive texts.  We have discussed different persuasive devices 

such as rhetorical questions, emotive and modality words and how the author has used these to persuade the 

audience.   

In Maths, students have been exploring different types of angles - their names and properties.  They have been using 

protractors to measure a variety of angles and are finding angles in their everyday life.  

 

Camp Gundiwindi - by Vang Ku 4M 

Camp Gundiwindi was very fun.  Maybe it was only okay for you, or maybe it wasn’t great.  I mean, have your 

opinion, but I think it was amazing. 

On October the 21st an exciting Monday morning, the Ruskin Year 4’s arrived at school.  Really excited.  By morning 

we were on the buses driving to good old Camp Gundiwindi. 

Now, let me tell you.  From what I’d heard from my Year 5 friends, camp was the best.  They said the food was great, 

there were never-ending places and there were animals.  I’ll tell you what, these three things ticked off a lot of boxes 

for me.  The food kept me fed, I had a lot of excitement and as long as there weren’t cats, I was fine with animals. 

So pretty much, the Year 5’s were right.  I had fun, so it was great.  As soon as I arrived, I was already delighted.  Not 

only because the camp gave me a, ‘Yee-haw, neigh neigh,’ vibe, but because three adorable puppies came up to 

greet us; Trixie, Lucy and Jezza. 

We sat down at picnic tables and one of the helpers, Stewart, gave us a quick insight and some advice.  As soon as 

we were done, we were rushed into our cabins.  The kids unpacked, and almost straight after, we were given free 

time. 

One of my favourite things was playing volleyball.  Now, I’m not great at volleyball, but I’m not that bad either. (I 

guess?) After a very fun but unfair match, I found the farm animals.  There was a white donkey called Shanai, a 

chestnut and white horse called PK, two cows: Rosie and Daisy and a ram whose horns got taken off.  We didn’t 

know its name, so we stuck with Lady Baa-baa. 



 

 
 

Soon after, we were sorted into groups for our activities.  I was in Kangaroos with a few of my friends.  Kangas went 

straight to the ropes course. 

The ropes course was done with Mr McDonald, our PE teacher.  The ropes course was very ropey, woody and with 

lots of tyres.  I believe there were 14 segments to the course, and some were easy and others? Not so much. 

Then the Kangas went to the King of Camp, the Giant swing.  What I know about the Giant Swing is that it’s big.  It’s 

bad and it’s scary.  That’s an extremely precise description of the Giant Swing. 

I was mortified when I went on.  The caretakers strapped us in very securely but I was scared anyway.  The other kids 

pulled an orange rope, and as they pulled harder, the rider went up. I went to the top which is 16 metres.  Then 

when one of the helpers said, “Brace!” the others stopped pulling.  You were left dangling above the ground with 

nothing soft or cushiony under you.  The kids counted down from three and at one you pulled a red rope.  The rope 

detached everything and you went swinging back and forth. 

Yes, the Giant Swing was awesome, but also terrifying.  I’m still surprised they didn’t give me a vomit bag on the 

Swing.  After being uncomfortably dazed, we returned to the main camp.  We transitioned smoothly from flying to 

eating. 

 

Camp Gundiwindi - Finley 4C 

Bush Dance 

On Tuesday at about 7:15pm we went into the recreational hall. There I met Paul. First he introduced us to some 

bush dancing instruments, some of these include the fiddle (violin) and lagerphone. The one I had, I had never heard 

of or seen before was the lagerphone. If you break it down it’ll make heaps more sense. ‘Lager’ is a type of drink and 

‘phone’ means noise. It’s a long stick with bottle caps on it. Okay now for my favourite dance. I was partners with 

Mitchell. ‘Heel, toe, heel, toe...1, 2, 3, 4 and back we go. 1, 2, 3… 1, 2, 3… 1, 2, 3… 1, 2, 3… spin around… 1, 2, 3. 

Giant Swing 

A giant swing 16 meters high, not that scary? 

My second activity was THE GIANT SWING. The first step was to put on your harness if you were one of the first 10 

people. Hamish was first so he put goggles and a helmet on as well. Everyone else lined up on this colourful line. We 

would check that it was safe, then run down the line still holding the orange rope which would pull the student in the 

harness into their air. We did this 8 times until it was my go. I closed my eyes until I was about 2 metres from the 

ground. I did this for 2 reasons: 1- because I was scared and 2- because when I opened my eyes I knew I was 

committed. When I got off the swing I felt happy and proud. It was actually really fun. I would never regret it. 

 



 

 
 

Damper 

One of our activities was cooking damper. First I put my dough on my damper stick, then started to shape the dough. 

Once you think it is ready Miss McKerrow checked it, then you were allowed to cook it. It was a hard process. You 

had to get it on the right angle for the right amount of time. I’m pretty sure no one burnt their's. The place to cook it 

was in the coals. It’s not like marshmallows when you set it on fire and then blow it out and eat it. Anyway… after a 

long time of cooking dough I was finished.  Because of the stick it left a hole to put some delicious jam and spread it 

in.  

More food   More Fun   More Fire   Just Brilliant! 

Senior School 

Homework 

We have been impressed with the standard of work that students are doing for the Year 6 memory books. Students 

have had the opportunity to share their memory books with their classmates. Please remember that the book should 

be free of spelling and punctuation errors and preferably the writing should be typed. 

In addition to their Memory Book, Year 6 students are expected to complete a minimum of three nights of reading 

(15-20 minutes per session), two spelling tasks and 2000 Mathletics points. 

Year 5 students are creating their Buddy Bags to give to their 2020 Foundation buddies as a gift later this term. 

In addition to the Buddy Bag, Year 5 students are expected to complete a minimum of three nights of reading (15-20 

minutes per session), spelling practise and 1000 Mathletics points. 



 

 
 

Action Teams 

We are so proud of our Year 6 students on completing their first Action Teams lesson. The first lesson was ‘Getting 

To Know You’ which focused on one of our school’s values - Building Friendships. These lessons were extremely well 

organised and planned and all students contributed positively, creating an upbeat atmosphere in their respective 

classrooms. We look forward to the next lesson in Week 7. Well done to our fantastic Year 6 leaders! 

Year 5 Red Earth All Rounder Day 

The Year 5 students had a great day at Mooroolbark College on Tuesday, taking part in a range of activities and 

competing against other local primary school students. Everyone was busy moving about the school buildings and 

grounds to various events. The day was a great success and our Year 5 students enjoyed their taste of secondary 

school life. 

 

Graduation 

As mentioned earlier, the Year 6 Graduation is fast approaching and planning for this event is well underway. 

Payment and permission for the event is now available via Compass. Please ensure this is done by Thursday 28th 

November. 

Details of the Year 6 Graduation:  

Where:  Dorset Gardens Functions and Conference Centre. 

When: Monday 16th December. 

Time (guide only): 

●  5:30pm - Photos 

●  6:00pm - Graduation Ceremony 

●  7:30 - Dinner, followed by disco (students & staff only)  

●  9:30pm - Graduation finishes 

Year 6 Celebration Day 

On Wednesday 18th December the Year 

6 students will have their Celebration 

Day. We are going to Bounce in 

Blackburn. Please ensure your child 

wears appropriate school clothing and 

footwear for the day. 

Payment and permission for the event is 

now available via Compass. Please 

ensure this is done by Friday 6th 

December. 

 

 



 

 
 

Ruskin Rockers - Good Friday Appeal 

In the lead up to 2020, the Ruskin Park Rock Band “The Ruskin Rockers” are dedicating their skills, talents, time and 

energy to raising money for the Good Friday Appeal. They will be busking before the Colour Run to be held on Friday 

15th November, providing entertainment from 4pm as students and families get ready for the event. Ruskin Rockers 

have been working incredibly hard to establish a solid repertoire over this year so any donations will be greatly 

appreciated. See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Challenge: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alana Bailey Miriam Seamus Taylah Harper 

William Eamon Ella Elisha Lyzia Hikawera 

Aleisha Holly Jessica Gabriel   



 

 
 

Ruskin Park Primary School 

Colour Run 

Friday 15th November 

Not long now until our Colour Run. Please 

make sure that you are getting organised by 

sending in your entry fee of $10 per family so 

you are able to join in this awesome event. If 

you would like to be in the running for the 

family pass to Gumbuya World, keep 

collecting sponsors to enhance your 

prospects.  

We are in need of volunteers to assist in 

selling food and helping at our BBQ.  We also 

need some help filling up bottles with 

powder prior to and during the event.  Please 

contact the office if you are able to spare an 

hour or two. 

Please use the form below to get your 

wristbands and sponsors. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eldest Child’s Name _______________________                                           Grade 



 

 
 

Sponsorship Tally Sheet  

        

 

 

Student's name:            

        

 

 

Grade : 
 

        
 

 

        

 

  Sponsor's Name Amount  

1               
 

2               
 

3               
 

4               
 

5               
 

6               
 

7               
 

8        
 

9        
 

        

 

      

TOTAL $ 
 

        

 

Please return all cash to the office by the 5th of November 2019  

        

 

 

Method of payment : 
Cash 

 
 

 

Direct 
Deposit 

 

 
Credit Card 
 

 

Cash is preferred but we do accept Direct Deposit or Credit Card   

BSB : 063 124 A/C : 10123161  

* IMPORTANT - When Direct Depositing quote Student Name & Colour Run in description *  

        

 

Card Number :        
 

 

Expiry Date :  /  CVN :     Signature : ___________________________  

                 

 
PRIZE SELECTION - Tick required prize according to total raised  

        

 

   

$10-$19     Donut Squishy 
 

 

    

    Squish Ball 
 

 

    

    Slime 
  

 

        

 

   

$20-$49     Gel Pens 
  

 

    

    Gel Pen with Colouring book 
 

 

    

    Robo Alive 
 

 

        

 

   

$50-$149     Nyda Basketball 
 

 

    

    Nyda Netball 
 

 

    

    Nyda Soccer Ball 
 

 

        

 

   

$150-$299     $50 Reading Cinema Gift Voucher  

    

  
   

 

      $300+     $100 Reading Cinema Gift Voucher  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


