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Principal’s Report 
Welcome to Term 4. I trust our families had an enjoyable break and have returned to school refreshed and ready for 

a strong finish to the year.  

Term 4 is always action packed and provides students and families with opportunities to engage in a number of class 

and whole school events. I encourage all families to regularly check Compass and stay up to date by checking the 

school newsletter.  

Four whole school events you might like to mark in your diary include: 

 Family and Friends Colour Run - Friday 15th November 

 Film Night/Art Show - Tuesday 26th November 

 Moving Up Day – Monday 16th December 

 Christmas Concert - Thursday 19th December 

 

Planning for 2020 

As per the Compass notification sent last week, we will soon commence the process of formulating classes for next 

year. This is a complex process with consideration given to a variety of factors, including academic and social 

balance. If any parent has something specific they would like considered, this should be put in writing and addressed 

to me by Friday 25th October.  

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

October 

Monday 21st -

Wednesday 23rd 

 

Thursday 31st    

 

November 

Friday 1st  

 

Monday 4th  

Tuesday 5th  

 

Thursday 14th  

        

Friday 15th  

Wednesday 20th  

Thursday 21st  

 

 

Tuesday 26th   

Friday 29th  

 

 
Year 4 Camp 

 

 

Year 2 Sleepover 

Foundation Grandparent’s Day 

 
Subway Lunch 

 

Curriculum Day 

Melbourne Cup Day 

 

Foundation 2020 Transition 

Art 9-15am to 10-15am 

Colour Run 

Free Dress Day 

Foundation 2020 Transition 

Music 9-15am to 10-15am  

 

Film Night and Art Show 

Parent Helper Morning Tea 

 

December 

Tuesday 3rd  - 

Wednesday 4th  

Wednesday 4th  

 

Thursday 5th  

 

Tuesday 10th  

Friday 13th  

 

 

Monday 16th  

 

Tuesday 17th  

Wednesday 18th  

Thursday 19th  

Friday 20th  

 
Year 3 Camp 

 

Foundation 2020 Information Night 

7-00pm to 8-00pm 

Foundation 2020 Orientation Morning 

 

Subway Lunch 

Reports available 

Awards Assembly 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

Moving Up Day 

Foundation 2019 Graduation 

Class Parties 

Christmas Concert 

Last Day of Term 4. 1-30pm finish 



 

 
 

Start Dates for 2020 

I know it is a long way off, and there is so much to see, do and experience before the 2020 school year begins, 

however to assist with forward planning I would like to provide you with advance notice of arrangements for the 

start of next year.  

At our last School Council meeting, starting dates for 2020 were finalised. Staff will officially return to school on 

Tuesday 28th January. The first day for all students, including Foundation, will be Wednesday 29th January 2020.  

Curriculum Day 

A reminder to all families that Monday 4th November is a curriculum day. Students do not attend school on this day. 

OSHC will be running a program for families that require assistance with supervision. Information about this program 

has been distributed. 

Buildings and Grounds  

School Council is continuing to work hard to upgrade our school’s facilities. The Library is now back up and running 

with students enjoying the new carpet that was installed over the holidays. A big thank you to the parents who 

assisted with moving hundreds of books.   

External painting of Block B (Foundation building) will also commence shortly. Sections will be temporarily fenced off 

but we expect this to have minimal impact on students. Once complete, the building should have a fresh, new look.  

Engineering and building quotes have now been obtained as we look to progress with our new stage and outdoor 

learning area.  

Defibrillator 

The school has recently purchased a defibrillator that will be housed in the office.  Hopefully we will never have to 

use it! However, in the case of an emergency involving a student, parent, grandparent or another visitor to the 

school it could prove lifesaving.  

Family Friends Network  

This week’s Family and Friends meeting was largely focused on preparations for this year’s Colour Run. The event, to 

be held on Friday 15th November, promises to be a lot of fun. In the coming weeks you will receive further 

information and we encourage students, younger and older siblings and parents to all get involved.  

While our amazing Family and Friends team will coordinate the event, we hope to have assistance from our 

community to help the afternoon run smoothly. Requests for assistance will be sent shortly via Compass. We will run 

shifts so those helping also get to participate. Thank you in advance for your support.  

I can also advise our community that last term’s Footy Day raised $1200 which will contribute to our soon to be built 

stage/outdoor learning space.  

Cybersafety Evening 

We have organised for the Alannah and Madeline Foundation to present a Cybersafety workshop on Monday 28th 

October. Key outcomes from the evening include: 

 Parents/carers will develop an understanding of the appeal of social media and how to support young 
people to stay safe. 

 Parents/carers will know where and how to report inappropriate content and how best to support young 
people who are experiencing harm. 

 Parents/carers will be equipped with the latest research regarding online behaviours. 

We encourage you to consider attending.  

 



 

 
 

Year 4 Camp 

We wish our Year 4 campers well as they venture to Camp Gundiwindi. Over three days they will experience a 

number of adventure activities, including the flying fox and giant swing. It is also a chance to interact with classmates 

and teachers in an external setting. 

If the past is any indication, our students will return with a number of positive and exciting experiences to share with 

families.   

Sunsmart 

As we are now moving into the warmer months, it is a timely reminder that our students are required to wear their 

SunSmart school-approved hats during recess, lunch and when they are outside during class time. Please make sure 

that your child/children have their named hat at school. 

Best wishes for the term ahead. 

Andrew Moore 

Principal 
 

Behavioural Sleep in School Aged Children 

The topic of the sleeping patterns of children has been more prevalent on tv over the last year than at any time I can 

remember. Much has to do with the use of devices and in particular with the rise in use of social media, and 

sometimes due to a lack of a consistent routine. Parents have commented on the difficulties in ensuring that their 

children are getting enough sleep and one of the outcomes from the Maroondah Wellbeing Survey completed by our 

Year 5s and 6s earlier this year recognised that adequate sleep was a concern across our region. 

We all know that the bedtime routine can be onerous- particularly depending on the age of the children involved, 

but I came across this article recently that might give some ideas to ensure the routines and consistency of sleep are 

greater. I know there are a couple of little things that I will be keeping in mind going forward! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 



 

 
 

Foundation 

We are off to a great start this term as we begin to explore fairy tales in our reading and literature program. This 

term we are studying the techniques authors use to engage readers and the structure of a narrative such as the 

setting, characters, problem and solution.  

We are encouraging our students to read rich language and to develop a love of reading. In our literature unit, we 

will be comparing the similarities and differences between authors in relation to their characters’ traits or themes.   

We will consolidate the reading workshop model into our daily 

routine. This model encourages students to read for meaning and 

actively engage in the reading process. During independent reading 

our students are being encouraged to select ‘Just Right Books’ and to 

record their thinking related to the text. Our students also have an 

opportunity to read books related to their interests and reading 

ability.  

Excitement is definitely building amongst our Foundation students as 

we prepare for our annual Grandparents’ Day on Thursday 31st 

October. We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of our special guests 

and we are sure they will enjoy the activities we have planned for 

them. Our grandparents will also be able to provide us with an 

insight into how technology has changed since they were a child, 

which will be an integral part of our History unit. This special session 

will also be an opportunity to celebrate the progress our students have made so far this year. 

In Mathematics, we have been revisiting the concept of time and our students have been introduced to o’clock time 

on both analogue and digital clocks and thoroughly enjoyed making various times on their individual clocks. This 

week we have focused on duration of time and our students have also been asked to relate activities to specific 

times of the day, for example at 4 o’clock in the afternoon I would be in either after school care or playing at home 

with my family.  

In our Science lessons we are exploring the concept of movement. Everyone had an opportunity to explore how toys 
moved and they then recorded and described their observations in pictorial form, which is an important scientific 
skill.  

Finally, we are very proud of how well our students have adjusted this week to lining up at the breezeway gates 
before school as they prepare for their transition to Year 1. 

 

Junior School  

Year 1 

We can’t believe it is already Term 4! We are off to a wonderful start in Literacy, beginning a more in depth look at 

imaginative narratives. We have been looking at drawing in the reader’s attention straight away by using a ‘hook’. 

Sounds, characters and settings are interesting ways to start stories. Ask your child about their thinking!  

In Maths, we have been focusing on time. We have looked at analogue and digital times, as well as time duration and 

working out how long familiar activities take in seconds, minutes, days, weeks and months. Encourage your child to 

read clocks at home and practise basic time durations.          



 

 
 

Light and Sound is our new unit for Science. So far we have looked at sources of light and how shadows are made. 

We have begun to make shadow portraits of your child’s silhouettes. Keep an eye open for them coming soon to a 

display near us! Our learning this term will be enhanced by a science incursion; please check Compass for the details.  

We are looking forward to a busy term! 

Year 2 

Sleepover 

The sleepover is only two weeks away and we have organised some amazing activities! We hope your child is 

excited! The sleepover is a very important part of our transition program, as students will go on their first one night 

camp in Year 3. 

Yesterday we sent home a sleepover update and medical form. Please fill in and return the medical form to school as 

soon as possible. The medical form does not count as consent and you will still need to pay and give consent on 

Compass or at the office. 

Please direct any questions you have to Jennifer Clarke via Compass. 

Lego Excursion 

Information about Year 2’s annual excursion to the Lego Education Centre in Docklands is now on Compass. This 

excursion complements our Science unit this term – Force and Motion. Students will make amazing machines and 

explore forces at the Lego Centre, before walking to the ‘Library at the Dock’ for a guided tour. 

We will be looking for 1-2 parent helpers from each class so if you are able to assist, please talk to your child’s 

classroom teacher. 

In the Classroom 

In Literacy we have started learning to read and write persuasively. Children are natural experts at getting their way, 

so this is always a fun unit! So far we have learnt about facts and opinions, and practised finding them in different 

texts. Students also wrote about their own opinions on dinosaurs, then wrote an opinionated response to a partner’s 

writing. Next week we will start looking at how to structure persuasive arguments and enhance our writing with 

powerful language found through reading.  

In Maths we have been learning about fractions; specifically how to find halves, quarters and eighths of shapes and 

collections of objects. Everyone has been working really hard on this tricky concept and we are very proud of how 

much progress they have made already. We will continue our study of fractions for another week before beginning a 

new unit on 2D and 3D shapes.  

 

Middle School  

Year 3 

During Reading students have been 

focusing on understanding what a 

literature circle is and their role within 

it. Students watched a video of other 

students in a literature circle and identified what it should look like and sound like. Students then created a list of 

expectations for our groups and are beginning to explore the different roles they will be taking on when working in a 

literature circle.  



 

 
 

 

In Writing, students have finished publishing their imaginative narratives and were able to read their stories to the 

Foundation students. It was clear that students had put in a lot of effort to create an interesting and engaging story. 

Students have also begun making statements about a text and using evidence to support their opinion.  

In Mathematics, students have been exploring the features of 3D objects. Students worked with a partner to create a 

definition of what prisms and pyramids are and then explored this definition with other shapes. We made 3D 

monsters which students created using different nets.  

This week students began their first STEM challenge. Students worked in collaborative groups to create a boat that 

could hold a small teddy afloat in water. Before beginning their design, students tested a range of objects to explore 

whether they would float or sink and be suitable for the task. Each student was given a role in the group and all 

students worked hard to begin their designs. Stay tuned for our final results!   

 

Year 4  

In Reading, students have been revising the difference between facts and opinions. Using this knowledge students 

have been discussing their own opinion regarding whether students should have homework. They have also been 

analysing different texts and videos with opposing points of view, identifying the author’s purpose and varying 

arguments. 

In Writing, students have been recording facts and opinions that are used to support different authors’ arguments. 

We have begun to revise the structure of persuasive texts and the use of powerful sentence starters.  

In Year 4 Maths students completed a unit of work on number and place value. They looked at the rounding off, 

ordering and partitioning of numbers up to tens of thousands. They also looked at working out factors and multiples, 

and working out the lowest and highest common factors and multiples. Students should continue to focus on the 

times tables that have been identified in class as the ones they need to improve on. Students that are confident with 

all their tables up to the 12’s should focus on improving speed and accuracy. 

All the final preparations for the Year 4 camp are complete and last minute reminders were sent out in a note during 

the week. Just a final re-iteration that students need to be at school on Monday morning no later than 8.45am. We 

are looking forward to a great camp! 



 

 
 

Senior School 

Welcome Back! 

Welcome back for Term 4! We hope you all had a wonderful and safe holiday period. We have an action packed term 

of learning and activities in the Senior School. 

Year Six students are into their final term of primary school and are aware of the need to remain focused and strive 

to produce their best. Graduation, transition days, Colour Run and Christmas Concert are just some of the upcoming 

events. Year 5 students will meet their 2020 Foundation buddy later in the term and are striving to produce a high 

level of work. 

Writing - Speeches 

Students are currently developing their skills in speech writing, utilising some of the tips they learned last term in 

Toastmasters and Super Speak.  

The Year 6 students are currently planning and creating speeches for their Graduation ceremony, whilst the Year 5 

students are currently planning and creating leadership applications. 

Students are learning how to correctly plan and prepare for their speeches through selecting and using appropriate 

language, using the correct structure - creating an engaging introduction, followed by a body with a clear message 

and a conclusion. 

We look forward to hearing their speeches! 

Grade 6 Graduation 

The Year 6 Graduation will be held on Monday 16th December. This year we are holding the event at the Dorset 

Gardens Function and Conference Centre. Celebrations will commence at 5:30pm with photos. A ceremony will 

begin soon after at 6:00pm. Students will then be invited for dinner and a disco. The event will conclude at 9:30pm. 

Consent and payment can now be completed online via Compass.  

Canberra 2020 

The event for the Year 6 Canberra Tour 2020 is now active on Compass. You can organise payment plans. The first 

payment was due on Friday 11th October. The tour runs from Monday 16th to Friday 20th March. If you have any 

queries or concerns please contact Mr. Coffin. 

Year 4/5 Sport 

Training for Summer Sports 2020 has commenced with our Year 4 and 5 students learning the skills and rules of four 

different sports. The 4 sports students will learn are Kanga Cricket, Softball, T-ball and Rounders.  

In Term 1, 2020, Year 6 and some Year 5 students will participate in a Round Robin day, participating in one of these 

sports. This practice allows students to develop confidence in the sport and their skills.  

 

OSHC News 

Curriculum Day Program – Monday 4th November 2019 

We will be running an all-day Curriculum Day Program from 7.00am to 6.30pm 

We have planned an excursion to Oz Ten Pin Bowling in Chirnside Park followed by a picnic and play at Yarra Glen 

Adventure Playground. On our way home we will stop off for a quick visit at the Yarra Valley Chocolaterie!  

This Curriculum Day program is open to all families, however if you have not used the OSHC program this year you 

will need to enrol your child/children in the OSHC program before the Curriculum Day.  

Details on how to enrol are available on the OSHC page of the Ruskin Park Primary School website. 



 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Sun Protection  

Ruskin Park OSHC program supports a “Sun Smart” Policy. From Mid-August to the end of April when UV levels are 3 

and above, sun protection is required. All children are required, when outdoors, to wear a broad brimmed or 

legionnaire style hat, clothing with sleeves and collar, a broad-spectrum sunscreen and if possible sun glasses. We 

provide Coles brand 50+ sunscreen, however if you do not wish your child to use this brand or you would like to 

supply your own please let us know.  

Please ensure your child/children bring a hat to wear outdoors at After School Care. If children do not have a hat 

they will be asked to play in shaded areas as designated by OSHC educators. 

More information on sun protection is available on the Sun Smart website www.sunsmart.com.au  

2020 OSHC Enrolments 

We will be accepting enrolments for 2020 from the 1st November 2019. If you are currently using the OSHC program, 

please collect an information sheet from the OSHC program to assist with re-enrolling your child/children online. If 

you are enrolling in the OSHC program for the first time, please see details on how to enrol online on the OSHC page 

of the school website. If you do not have access to a computer, paper copies of the enrolment form are available 

from the OSHC program.  

OSHC Educator Team 

 Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth Special  

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lora Vann William Krishna Harvey Hayley 

Lal Lung Muana Owen Daniel Zach Harrison Giovanna 

Zoe Bella Mia Ethan Austin Gus 

Hugo Luke Elizabeth Jacob Jemma Keziah 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/


 

 
 

 

Maths Challenge: 

 

eSmart 

As you will be aware from the notice that went home yesterday, we are holding an eSmart parent information 

session on Monday 28th of October at 7pm in 6C which we encourage parents from all year levels to attend. 

Ruskin Park Primary School is an eSmart school. Our eSmart program helps our school community teach the smart, 

safe and responsible use of online technology. As a part of the eSmart program we are hosting a parent information 

night which will focus on providing insight into the online worlds of young people including the latest trends, risks 

and research, and includes a strong focus on social media. It also focuses on advice parents can use to help manage a 

child’s life online.   

Outcomes: 

 Parents/carers will develop an understanding of the appeal of social media and how to support young 

people to stay safe. 

 Parents/carers will know where and how to report inappropriate content and how best to support young 

people who are experiencing harm. 

 Parents/carers will be equipped with the latest research regarding online behaviours. 

Please be reminded that due to the nature of this workshop, it will be a parent only event.  

Thank you in advance, 

Aimee Jones  

On behalf of the ICT Committee  

A riddle to start us off …  

Where do fish keep their money? ……..In the River Bank!  

Backwards and Forwards    
A numerical Palindrome is a number that is the same when you read it forwards and backwards. An example is 

323. 

Start with a 2-digit number:                                 32 

Reverse it then add the original number to it:  32 + 23 

The result is palindromic after one reversal:     55 

 

Now try it with another two-digit number, such as:          57  

Reverse it and add the result to the original number:       57 + 75 = 132  

Reverse and add again:                                                            132 + 231 = 363  

This time the result is palindromic after two reversals.     363  

 

◆ Can you find two-digit numbers that are palindromic after one reversal? After two reversals? After three 

reversals? After more than three reversals? 

 

Remember to hand your answers to your teacher to receive your Dojo points and write your name on your 

entry!  Happy investigating, reasoning and developing your Maths thinking … Maths is in everything!! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Ruskin Park Primary 

School Colour Run 

Friday 15th November 

Not long now until our Colour Run. 

Please make sure that you are getting 

organised by sending in your entry fee 

of $10 per family so you are able to 

join in this awesome event. If you 

would like to be in the running for the 

family pass to Gumbuya World, keep 

collecting sponsors to enhance your 

prospects.  

We are in need of volunteers to assist 

in selling food and helping at our BBQ.  

We also need some help filling up 

bottles with powder prior to and 

during the event.  Please contact the 

office if you are able to spare an hour 

or two. 

Please use the form below to get your 

wristbands and sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eldest Childs Name _______________________                                           Grade 



 

 
 

Sponsorship Tally Sheet 

      

 

 

 

Student's name:           

        

 

Grade : 
 

        
 

          Sponsor's Name Amount 

1               

2               

3               

4               

5               

6               

7               

8               

9               

10               

11               

12               

        

      

TOTAL $ 

        Please return all cash to the office by the 5th November 2019 

        

 

Method of payment : 
Cash 

 

 
 

 

Direct 
Deposit 

 

 
 

 
Credit Card 
 

Cash is preferred but we do accept Direct Deposit or Credit Card  

BSB : 063 124 A/C : 10123161 

* IMPORTANT - When Direct Depositing quote Student Name & Colour Run in description * 

        
Card Number :        

 Expiry Date :  /  CVN :     Signature : ___________________________ 

                

 
PRIZE SELECTION - Tick required prize according to total raised 

        

   

$10-$19     Donut Squishy 
 

    

    Squish Ball 
 

    

    Slime 
  

        

   

$20-$49     Gel Pens 
  

    

    Gel Pen with Colouring book 
 

    

    Robo Alive 
 

        

   

$50-$149     Nyda Basketball 
 

    

    Nyda Netball 
 

    

    Nyda Soccer Ball 
 

        

   

$150-$299     $50 Reading Cinema Gift Voucher 

    

  
         $300+     $100 Reading Cinema Gift Voucher 

        



 

 
 

 

 

 

 


