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Principal’s Report 
Time flies when you’re having fun! It is hard to believe we are at the end of another busy and highly productive term. 

Term 3 has been filled with a wide variety of whole school and class activities that have engaged and entertained our 

students.   

Some of the highlights include our school concert, a camp, multiple excursions, public 

speaking incursions, Hoop Time, ICAS, the Father’s Day Stall and Book Week.  

The past fortnight has been particularly busy. It began 

with our district athletics team performing well against 

other local schools at last Monday’s interschool 

competition. Our students demonstrated great 

determination and perseverance as they challenged 

themselves in track and field events. All students 

should feel proud of the manner in which they 

represented our school and we wish those progressing 

to division level every success.  

There was great excitement and colour last week as we 

celebrated Footy Day.  Students spent an afternoon 

rotating through a series of football related activities, 
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enjoyed a special lunch, and participated in the annual football parade. There was a sense of pride as students wore 

their favourite team’s colours as well as a high level of respect for ‘opposing’ teams.  

The Family and Friends Network were also key to the success of the day. The Footy Day lunch is always popular, with 

many students describing it as their highlight. Significant planning is required to ensure all the orders can be filled. A 

big thank you to the Family and Friends Network and their enthusiastic helpers. 

Our swimming program for Years 3 to 6 concluded today. The students have spent the week developing their skills in 

the pool and learning important water safety lessons as we approach the summer months. It was great to see such a 

large number of students willing to get involved.  

Thursday’s disco was a time to relax, have fun and celebrate the term. It was pleasing to observe the interactions 

between our students as they participated in dancing and a series of games. Again, my thanks goes to our Family and 

Friends Network for their organisation and to staff for supporting the evening.   

The action is set to continue in Term 4. In October we have a 

transition session, Year 4 Camp, Year 2 Sleepover and Foundation 

Grandparent’s Day. The Colour Run is also quickly approaching so 

if you haven’t already, I encourage you to mark Friday 15th 

November in your diary.  

A reminder the next stage of our carpet replacement is scheduled 

for the upcoming school holidays. This will involve new carpet 

being installed in the Library and 2D classroom.  The Senior School 

will be completed over the Christmas break. A number of parents have volunteered to assist moving books which we 

appreciate. This new carpet will help to build on the other work undertaken in modernising our learning spaces. In 

recent years this has included new furniture, screens, iPads and laptops.  

The architect has finished designing our new outdoor stage/learning space and it has been approved by School 

Council. We have commenced the next stage of selecting a builder. I will keep you posted in the coming months.  

At our last School Council meeting, starting dates for 2020 were finalised. Staff will officially return to school on 

Tuesday 28th January. The first day for all students, including Foundation, will be Wednesday 29th January 2020.  

We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and look forward to seeing you all back at school on Monday 7th 

October.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

 

Benefits of Reading before Bed 

As we prepare for the school holidays I thought I would share this article on the benefits of reading before bed. After 

the hustle and bustle of the day, many of us move into the ritual of dinner, bath and bed for our children. Having 

missed my boys over the day, I find it not only a reconnection time but also a relaxing time for me. Have a great 

school holidays. 

Shannon Young 

Assistant Principal 

 

 



 

 
 

The Most Powerful Family Ritual? The Bedtime Story! 

There is simply nothing more powerful than the bedtime story—especially in this age of continuous screen time. As 

we go deeper into the discussion, we start to see how the bedtime story is the perfect ending to the day. So let’s 

rethink and reclaim this special decompression time for both parent and child. 

It is not just something we are doing for our kids—the benefits accrue to us as well. We don’t just read to our kids, 

we read with our kids. Here are five reasons why the bedtime story is the most powerful family ritual: 

End-of-day closure 

The bedtime story can symbolically represent a closure point in our continuous, always-on, and endless days. Even 

our kids, as they enter grade school, are starting to feel pressures of a 24/7 world. Together we can start to wind 

down, letting go of the anxieties that can fill a day. 

For our kids, bathing, teeth brushing, and pyjamas starts the slow-down process. For us parents, it is also important 

that we fully shift our attention and presence to this special time—treating it as uninterrupted, sacred space (leaving 

our device outside the room!). 

Feeling safe & secure 

There is probably no safer or secure feeling than to be snuggled with a parent—listening to their comforting voice. 

Bonding is magnified as a special story transports us to a world of possibility. Also, stress levels start to lower for 

both parent and child as a softer energy starts to surround us. To have this loving ritual repeated night after night 

promotes an unconditional love that protects our little ones from the inevitable feelings of vulnerability that define 

the human experience. 

Healthy sleeping & better dreaming 

Sleep specialists reveal how bedtime stories can help both child and parent get a good night sleep. It makes total 

sense. The loving voice tones of the parent can also create strong associations with sleep—slowing the brain down—

and helping the child to let go of the day. As our young ones enter deeper sleep after storytelling, the brain 

continues to “play with” this new information—imprinting the feelings, images and story patterns that have been 

heard. 

In other words, the powerful subconscious continues to do its magic as the child sleeps, setting the foundation to 

positively enter the next day. 

Engaging the imagination 

Bedtime stories are one of the best ways to stimulate a child’s imagination. Research reveals that reading a story is 

completely different than watching a TV show or movie. Listening to a story requires a more active participation as 

they use their mind to visualize what is happening and to think about what choices they would make if they were the 

character. These new ideas inspire our kids to imagine new realities and identities for themselves. Their favorite 

stories start to positively shape their own life story. 

Connecting & empathizing 

Just as stories help our kids create their sense of self, they also help them to empathize with others. Our young ones 

can find comfort in relating to a character in a story who is going through a similar challenge—whether it is a best 

friend moving away or the loss of a pet. Not surprisingly, stories can help our kids find the courage (and scripting) to 

deal with things that seemed too far out of their experience. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__tcismith.pr-2Doptout.com_Tracking.aspx-3FData-3DHHL-253d9-252c50-253d6-2D-253eLCE58451-2540-2526SDG-253c90-253a.-26RE-3DMC-26RI-3D2703196-26Preview-3DFalse-26DistributionActionID-3D118161-26Action-3DFollow-2BLink&d=DwMFaQ&c=RAhzPLrCAq19eJdrcQiUVEwFYoMRqGDAXQ_puw5tYjg&r=Gqje-yG6AEEsDePoSmvJRc9NfE-sQUcOkTuPaL2oojY&m=lexladrzgBxFSLNGpWdHHxwoYsjIfFx2CeZBBx6rCAQ&s=q38ZD_WUyvnZoHdVZ-15GiDudgOqzsqZuYK3seHuR80&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__tcismith.pr-2Doptout.com_Tracking.aspx-3FData-3DHHL-253d9-252c50-253d6-2D-253eLCE58451-2540-2526SDG-253c90-253a.-26RE-3DMC-26RI-3D2703196-26Preview-3DFalse-26DistributionActionID-3D118160-26Action-3DFollow-2BLink&d=DwMFaQ&c=RAhzPLrCAq19eJdrcQiUVEwFYoMRqGDAXQ_puw5tYjg&r=Gqje-yG6AEEsDePoSmvJRc9NfE-sQUcOkTuPaL2oojY&m=lexladrzgBxFSLNGpWdHHxwoYsjIfFx2CeZBBx6rCAQ&s=LegQ4c3S6LRwVi3xFmMxkNHSD7d8I0sqeN26LNIrXkk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__tcismith.pr-2Doptout.com_Tracking.aspx-3FData-3DHHL-253d9-252c50-253d6-2D-253eLCE58451-2540-2526SDG-253c90-253a.-26RE-3DMC-26RI-3D2703196-26Preview-3DFalse-26DistributionActionID-3D118160-26Action-3DFollow-2BLink&d=DwMFaQ&c=RAhzPLrCAq19eJdrcQiUVEwFYoMRqGDAXQ_puw5tYjg&r=Gqje-yG6AEEsDePoSmvJRc9NfE-sQUcOkTuPaL2oojY&m=lexladrzgBxFSLNGpWdHHxwoYsjIfFx2CeZBBx6rCAQ&s=LegQ4c3S6LRwVi3xFmMxkNHSD7d8I0sqeN26LNIrXkk&e=


 

 
 

For children in uncertain circumstances (like divorce or loss of a family member), a bedtime story can help them to 

start shaping a new reality. Still, the most precious forms of connection that bedtime stories facilitate is that 

between parent and child—one of the most powerful predictors of success and happiness in life for our kids. 

Sweet dreams to your little one! 

 

 

Foundation 

It has certainly been an action packed term 

for our Foundation students with Book Week, 

our school production, the swimming 

program and of course Footy Day to name 

just a few key events. These experiences have 

enhanced our students learning and have 

helped to develop connectedness amongst 

the members of our school community. 

Our Foundation students were very excited 

last Thursday, when they had an opportunity 

to dress up in their favourite team’s colours for Footy Day. Our students loved leaping on to the tackling dummies  

and there were squeals of delight as they landed on them. They also had an opportunity to refine their hand passes 

and their kicking technique. After lots of physical activity, everyone enjoyed a traditional footy lunch of meat pies or 

hotdogs and tomato sauce. Our Footy Day lunch was deemed a huge success!  

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our band of merry helpers who have tirelessly supported our 

PMP program over the past two terms. This wonderful program has enhanced hand eye coordination and gross 

motor skills such as jumping, running, hopping and climbing. Our Foundation student’s physical skills have improved 

dramatically due to their participation in the program.  

This week in Mathematics, we have been busy exploring 3D shapes.  Our students have enjoyed making 3D shapes 

from nets and play dough. They are beginning to understand the terms vertices, faces and edges and they have 

assisted in the construction of anchor charts.     



 

 
 

 

In Term 4, during reading lessons we will be exploring the structure of narratives and studying the texts written by 

Aaron Blabey, Alison Lester and Lynley Dodd.  We will also focus upon writing simple narratives using picture 

prompts. If you have any fairy-tale books, we would appreciate you sending them to school so we can share and 

compare different versions.  

Once again thank you for your support this term. We hope you have a safe and happy holiday break and we look 

forward to seeing you in Term 4. 

Junior School  

Year 1 

Welcome to the last week of Term 3; how quickly that has gone!  

Last Friday was the whole school Footy Day.  All students had the opportunity to participate in a range of fun footy 

based activities. It was wonderful to see all the students engaged and cheering each other on, showing real team 

spirit! Ask your child about teamwork and how we can demonstrate that in our everyday lives.  

We are wrapping up our procedural text unit in Literacy. We have been working on mastering the skill of writing 

using the correct text structure and focusing on using capital letters in the correct places. We have been using 

different activities in everyday life to model writing our procedural texts, such as ‘How to brush your Teeth’ and 

‘How to get ready for School’. One of our favourite topics was following a procedure on ‘How to draw the Pigeon’ 

from the book Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus. Ask your child how their drawing turned out after following the 

procedure. We have also been looking at the importance of following the steps in the correct sequence to ensure we 

get the outcomes we desire!  

 In Maths, we have been continuing to work on sharing objects equally and discussing remainders and multiplying. 

We have been experiencing a range of hands on and engaging open ended activities where deeper thinking is 

encouraged.  

We hope you all have a safe and amazing holiday. See you all in Term 4! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Year 2 

It’s been a very busy but exciting term with all our wonderful activities including Book Week, the concert, swimming 

and Footy Day. Students really enjoyed participating in the Footy Day activities and enjoyed a delicious lunch with 

friends. 

In Literacy we have been working hard on our Author’s Study projects. In Reading, students have been developing on 

their book talks with a partner in preparation for our Author’s Show Case this week with all Year 2 classes. Everyone 

got to pick their favourite book by their author of study (2D Julia Donaldson, 2C Oliver Jeffers and 2E Mem Fox). They 

had to talk about the book including the title and author, some information about the author and characters, a short 

summary which does not give away the ending and their favourite part and why. It has been an excellent sequence 

of learning for students to improve on their speaking and listening skills as well as their confidence.  

In Writing, students have been busy writing an information report using the facts we have collected as a class about 

the authors we have been studying. After sorting these facts into subheadings, students had to write a detailed 

information report that they shared this week with students from other Year 2 classes. We have also had a go at 

writing book reports on our favourite books. 

In Maths, students have finished their unit on data and are now moving into some open ended activities to finish off 

the term. They get to work in partners to divide and share items between people from a text called ‘The Doorbell 

Rang.’ They are also able to compare 2-digit numbers and order them in a staircase activity.  

In Science we have started our STEM projects where students have been asked to plan and design an Indonesian Stilt 

House with a partner. Their house must be able to stand in water without falling and hold at least 8 figurine people 

(MAB Units Blocks). They need to think about the properties of the materials they use and whether or not they are 

suitable to be placed in water. Some properties to consider are if the materials are waterproof, hard, opaque, etc. 

Overall it has been a fantastic term and we are looking forward to seeing all the students return next term for their 

final term in Year 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Middle School  

This week the Year 3 and 4 students have attended the Kilsyth Pool for their swimming lessons. All students were 

excited and keen to participate in the lessons and we saw lots of happy faces on the bus rides to and from the 

centre.   

Year 3 

During Reading students have been working hard on their individual learning goals. We have been reading our class 

novel ‘The Indian in the Cupboard’ and analysing the different traits of each of the characters Omri and Little Bear. 

Students have been able to identify traits of these characters as well as give evidence from the text to support their 

opinion.  

In Writing, students have begun publishing their imaginative narrative based on a Dreamtime story. Students have 

used picture story books as inspiration on how to set out their stories, where to include illustrations and how to 

show, not tell the audience important information.   

In Mathematics, students have been focusing on further developing their understanding of mass. Students began by 

using balance scales to compare masses of objects and discussed the advantages and disadvantages of using balance 

scales. We then used scales to measure the objects masses and convert between kilograms and grams.  

 Year 4  

In Reading, students have been discussing procedural texts, looking at the purpose, structure and intended audience. 

Students have also been predicting the next steps and sequencing a variety of procedural texts. 

In Writing, students have also been investigating procedural texts.  They have enjoyed hands on learning experiences 

such as making food recipes and going through the steps of how to lace and tie their shoe.  Students have revised 

the structure of their written procedural texts and explored the use of particular language features found such as 

nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, time connectives and propositional language. 

In Maths, students have been focusing on decimals and how to express decimal numbers using tenths and 

hundredths. We have looked closely at decimal place value and how whole numbers to the left of a decimal point get 

10 times bigger each time you move to the next column while decimals get 10 times smaller each time you move to 

the next column on the right of the decimal point, tenths, hundredths, thousandths and so on. We have looked at 

the relationship between decimals and fractions, how to express decimals as fractions and which decimals and 

fractions would be ‘equivalent’. As usual we have been practising times tables regularly and ask that parents 

encourage students to practise their times tables and quick number facts as often as possible, they are THAT 

important. You can never be TOO good at your tables.  

Year 4 Camp is still a fair way off (Week 3 in Term 4), but thank you to the families that have already completed 

payment. There is still plenty of time to do this but can we ask parents to just let us know via a brief note or email, if 

you know for sure your child will not be attending camp. We will need to know final numbers soon so we can start 

more detailed planning. 

Senior School 

Holidays 

What a massive term it has been in the Senior School! Lots of exciting learning has been undertaken and many 

events attended including the concert, Super Speak, Toastmasters, Hoop Time, Athletics, Buddies and much more! 

Well done to all our students on their efforts this term and we wish everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday. 

 



 

 
 

Year 6 Toastmasters Youth Leadership Program 

Over the course of this term the Year 6 students participated in the Toastmasters Youth Leadership Program. 

Through this program and the learning undertaken in the classroom, we have seen our Year 6 students develop their 

public speaking skills, developing their ability to present to an audience with improved confidence. 

On Wednesday 11th September, the program concluded with a Graduation Ceremony. Each student had a role in the 

final session, ranging from impromptu speeches to prepared speeches. It was fantastic to have the support of several 

family members and friends, which made the final session even more special.  

A special thank you to Kelly, Esther and Santo for giving up their time to lead this program. 

We are extremely proud of our Year 6 students and the progress they’ve made this term in public speaking. They 

have developed many skills and their confidence has skyrocketed. Congratulations! 

Footy Day 

Last Friday was Footy Day. It was fantastic to see so many students dressed up in their footy team colours and enjoy 

the activities for the day.  

Our Year 6 students were involved in a Staff vs. Student footy match at lunch time, with the staff prevailing the 

winners this time, ensuring it is 1-1 for the year. A fun day was had by all and played in the right spirit. Several Year 6 

students were also helpers for the Footy Day activities, utilising their leadership and developed public speaking skills. 

Well done to all our Senior School students who dressed up to support the day. 

Swimming 

Congratulations to all students who took part in the 

Swimming program this week. Much fun was had in the 

pool and many skills and survival strategies were learned. 

All of our participating Senior School students represented 

our school with pride.  

Canberra 2020 

The event for the Year 6 Canberra Tour 2020 is now active 

on Compass. You will be able to consent and pay via 

Compass. Payment plans are also available via Compass. 

The tour runs from Monday 16th to Friday 20th March.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Premiers Reading Challenge 

At the end of Term 2, the Premier’s Reading 

Challenge opened for all students, 

encouraging them to become active readers, 

and what an amazing term surrounded by 

books of all shapes and sizes it has been. At 

the beginning of the challenge we set 

ourselves the task to read 2500 books over 

the term and we are so happy to announce 

that we have not only achieved this but we 

have smashed it. At the conclusion of the 

challenge we have read 10,721 books as a whole school! This beat last year’s total by over 300 books. What a 

fantastic effort by all the students, families and teachers! Congratulations on this amazing effort! We hope you are 

developing a love of reading and continue to read as many books as possible. 

OSHC News 

Red Nose Fundraising Activity 

Several weeks ago a group of Year 6 children suggested holding a fund 

raising activity at OSHC.  After some discussion the children decided to 

raise money for the Red Nose organisation and set to work creating little 

pom-pom critters, red nosed pencils and biscuits to sell to our OSHC 

community. 

We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who supported the 

fund raiser.  We are pleased to report that $152.40 was raised for the Red 

Nose organisation. 

Happy Holidays 

We hope you all have a safe and enjoyable school holiday.  We look 

forward to seeing you all in Term 4.  

OSHC Educator Team 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyler Kalen Peter Neve Brendan Jack 

Rishab Viv Allie Max Lachlan Zeineib 

Sean Bonnie Hazel James Michaela Lucas 

Isabelle Jordan     



 

 
 

Maths Challenge: 

Well done to everyone on the fantastic effort you are putting into your Maths investigations and exploration.  
Numeracy has never been more important in our discovery and understanding of our world in the 21st Century and 
beyond.  There is Maths in everything so why not continue your discoveries over the holidays.  Here are some ideas 
to keep you motivated … 
 
Grand Final Fever! 
Whether your team is in the finals or not there is always something to think about:  

 If I only have $10 to spend at the kiosk what would I buy at the MCG? 
 How many points did the winning team win by? 
 Check the distance your favourite player covered in a match.  If this was on the road from the MCG to your 

house, how far would they get? How many games do they have to play to get to your house? 
 How many cars could be parked on the MCG field? How could we work this out? 
 If each car paid $15 to park, how much money could be made in one afternoon of football? 

 
How did you do that? 
This is a puzzle you can try on your friends … 
Ask someone to think of a number. 
Tell them to add seven 
Then multiply the number by two. 
Subtract four from the number 
Get the person to tell you the answer. 
If you divide the number by two and subtract five you will get the right answer every time. 
Can you work out why?  
 
Dice Fun (play with a partner, or play on your own) 
Pick a target number (eg: 100) 
Roll 2 (or more) die then use your operations (+,-, x, to see how close you can get to your target number.   
Count how many rolls it takes to get to this number. 
Challenge a friend to see who can get to the number first or challenge yourself to see how many rolls it takes. 
 
Packing for a trip 
Yeah!  It’s holidays.  You might be going on a trip or would like to. 
If your flight to Hawaii only allows 20 kg of luggage what would you pack? 
 
For more ideas go to:  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Literac
yandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf 
 
 

 

 

Thank you  
Castlemaine Hams for donating the hot dogs for Footy Day. 
 

Special Deal at Bakers Delight Kilsyth 

Families who shop at this Bakers Delight and mention our school will 

have a percentage of their sale donated to our school. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf


 

 
 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


