9 August 2019

Upcoming Dates
August

September

Monday 12th
Monday 12th to
Wednesday 14th
Tuesday 13th
Thursday 15th
Friday 16th
Friday 16th

Year 3 Scienceworks excursion

Tuesday 20th
Wednesday 21st
Monday 26th
Wednesday 28th

Book Week Dress Up Day
Concert Dress Rehearsal
School Concert
Foundation 2020 Transition
9-15am to 10-15am
Father’s Day Stall
Year 3/4 Hoop Time

Thursday 29th
Friday 30th

Year 5 Camp
Subway lunch
Yr. 4 Scienceworks excursion
Year 5/6 Hoop Time
Book Week Incursion F-4

Monday 2nd to
Friday 6th
Tuesday 3rd
Thursday 5th
Friday 6th
Tuesday 10th
Thursday 12th
Friday 13th
Monday 16th
to Friday 20th
Tuesday 17th
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th

Years F – 2 Swimming
ICAS Digital Tech
ICAS Science
District Athletics
Foundation 2020 Transition
9-15am to 10-15am
ICAS Spelling
Footy Day
Years 3 – 6 Swimming
ICAS English
School Disco
ICAS Maths
End of Term 3 – 2:30pm Dismissal

Principal’s Report
As you can see from the calendar above, the second half of Term 3 looks busy with a number of exciting
opportunities available to our students. Please keep an eye out for key dates in upcoming newsletters and also
monitor events on Compass. A sample of whole school events includes:






A special Book Week incursion scheduled for Friday 16th August. This will be followed by our whole school
dress up day to be held on Tuesday 20th August. We can’t wait to see everyone’s costumes.
School Concert: in just over two weeks our students take to the stage to share with our community their
musical items. Thank you to our families who have supported us by assisting with costumes and purchasing
tickets. Please remember to give permission through Compass so your child can attend the final rehearsal at
Yarra Valley Grammar.
Swimming for all year levels runs at the end of this term (please see dates above). Lessons are scheduled at
the end of Term 3 ready for the weather to warm up and summer to commence in Term 4.
In the coming weeks we also have a number of teams participating in Hoop Time, excursions in Years 3 and
4, public speaking programs in Years 5 and 6, and our Year 5 students will be attending a three day Sovereign
Hill camp.

This week our Family and Friends met to continue planning this term’s upcoming events. I thank this committed
group of parents who are organising the following activities for our students:
 Subway Lunch – Tuesday 13th August
 Father’s Day Stall – Thursday 29th August
 Footy Day – Friday 13th September
 School Disco – Thursday 19th September
Any parent or guardian is welcome to join the committee. Our next meeting is Tuesday 3 rd September at 9:10am.
Stay tuned for further updates in the coming weeks.

Parent Article
At different points we sometimes share articles that might be of interest to our families. The article below is from
leading parent educator Michael Grose:
Few right-minded people want children or young people to experience hardships or difficulty. However growing up
generally means that kids will experience their fair share of hardships, frustrations and challenges which lead to
uncomfortable feelings.
Exercising their discomfort muscles
Tolerating discomfort is an important resilience skill. It refers to an ability to sit with an uncomfortable or emotionally
painful feeling such as disappointment, apprehension, nervousness or fear. These emotions can be brought about as
a result of not being picked for a team; getting lower than expected marks for an assignment; or going into new,
unfamiliar situations such as school camp. These are the sorts of everyday situations that can make some kids feel
uncomfortable. It’s helpful to think of discomfort as a ‘muscle’ that gets stronger with training. Each time a child or
teen successfully tolerates discomfort they’re reinforcing their ability to do so and cementing the knowledge that they
can overcome emotional challenges.
Opportunities to practise tolerating discomfort
Opportunities for practice are plentiful and are found in common situations such as when a child or teen is: feeling
hungry; wanting something they can’t have; having to end screen time; contributing to household chores when they
don’t feel like it; missing out on a job interview; asking someone on a date or not receiving a party invitation.
It’s not toughing it out
Tolerating discomfort doesn’t mean toughing out an unbearable situation. It’s teaching your anxious child to notice
how they’re feeling, naming their emotions, and practising acceptance of difficult feelings as they occur. This is done
in the knowledge that what they’re experiencing is temporary and that they’re lovingly supported by a warm and
comforting adult. Couple tolerating discomfort with social rewards (such as words of praise or shared fun activity) for
coping behaviours and you’re helping to build their personal resilience.
Child Safe Standards
As a part of our ongoing commitment to ensuring the safety of all students, we have recently updated all of our Child
Safe documents. These documents can be found on the website. As the Ruskin Park Child Safe point of contact,
should you have any questions, please contact me.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Our Foundation students were very excited to welcome back the Croydon Fire
Brigade who completed their Fire Education program last week. The children
were eager to share the fire evacuation plans they had created with their
parents. Our guests were very impressed by the number of families who had
developed their own fire plans following their first session. However, there is no
doubt the highlight of this visit was having an opportunity to explore a fire
engine. Our students loved clambering into the cabin like sardines and they all
had huge smiles on their faces. They found the dials and controls in the cabin
fascinating and of course they loved operating the lights and sirens. After trying on the fire fighters suits, everyone
had an opportunity to operate a fire hose. The powerful water blasts saturated the entire basketball court much to
everyone’s delight. We know the program has reinforced life-saving skills that will ensure their survival in the event
of an emergency.

In English, we are exploring the characteristics of fairy tales and the children are looking at the structure of this text
type and the key features of the text. This week in independent reading our students have been exploring why
authors use bold lettering in their texts. They are using post it notes to record examples of bold texts and they are
actively engaging in discussions. This week we have been describing the main personality traits of Goldilocks and the
Three Bears. Our students have also been creating story maps to depict the key events in the story in their Reader’s
Notebooks.

This week we revisited measurement
concepts related to length to develop our
student’s ability to estimate the length of
an object using informal units such as
counters and matchsticks. Our students
worked collaboratively to measure the
length of their jumps and they ordered
their measuring strips from the shortest to
the longest length. They are being
encouraged to visualise the number of
objects it would take to measure the
length of an object and to draw upon their
experiences to improve the accuracy of
their estimations. We are also developing
the student’s ability to identify the operation to use when solving addition and subtraction word problems.
Rehearsals are underway for our school concert and excitement is building as we rehearse our item for the big
production. A big thank you to everyone for your support in helping us with the costumes. If you have any queries
regarding the costume requirements please speak directly to your class teacher.

Junior School
Year 1
In Literacy, Year 1 have been continuing to focus on poetry and learning about author’s purpose. For our author
studies we have been reading Dr. Seuss books and discussing what key features he includes in his texts. An
interesting website that you may like to explore at home is https://www.seussville.com/. This website has many fun
and engaging games and activities, along with information on books and of course Dr. Seuss himself! We have also
been learning about commas. Ask your child to create a shopping list at home separating the items using commas.
In Maths, we have been learning about measurement, specifically capacity and volume. We have been exploring the
concept using hands on activities involving water, rice and sand. We have been using our predicting skills and testing
our estimations. We have had lots of messy fun already!
In Science, we have continued our focus on changing everyday materials. Over the past two weeks we have looked at
how popcorn goes from kernel to delicious, white, fluffy popcorn and how bread changes when heat is applied. We
have been exploring reversible and irreversible changes. Ask your child to give you some examples!

Year 2
In Year 2 we have been working on inferring the important themes and ideas in poetry we read, and using this
understanding to improve how we read poetry aloud. Students have been focusing on reading fluently, and matching
the tone of their voice to the meaning and purpose of their poems. This week Year 2 students set aside their normal
homework in favour of memorising a short poem to share with the class.
We were amazed with the way students recited their poems from memory today! It was a wonderful celebration of
their learning.
Next week students will start two pieces of poetry assessment. In Writing, students will be writing a series of poems
on a topic of interest to them, which will be collated into a mini poetry project. In Reading, students will be reading
and collecting a series of poems which they connect to, either on a topic or theme, and will write a short piece about
how and why they collated their anthology.
In Maths, we have been learning about the connection between multiplication and division. Students have made
many connections to how we use these numeracy concepts in their everyday lives including using multiplication to
rapidly count (for example, finding the number of days in 3 weeks) and using division to facilitate sharing with
friends. Next week we will begin learning about measuring mass, volume and capacity.

Middle School
Year 3
This week students have been developing their ability to identify the theme of a poem by identifying the main idea.
Students have done so by identifying important information and words within the text. Students have been reading
the poem ‘My Country’ by Dorothy McKellar and discovering the power of imagery from her choice of words.
During writing, students have enjoyed writing tongue twisters using a range of different poetic devices such as
alliteration, repetition and rhyme. Students have enjoyed sharing their work and attempting each other’s tongue
twisters.

In Mathematics, students have begun their unit on measuring length using formal units. Students began by exploring
how to use a range of measuring tools such as rulers, metre rulers and tape measures to determine an object's
length and compared the findings with their peers. Students worked collaboratively in groups of three to produce
three paper planes with a total length of 60cm. Students used a range of techniques to create their planes as well as
ensuring they were the correct length. We then enjoyed flying our planes and working together to measure the
length of each flight and find the difference.

Year 4
In Reading, students have been analysing the language used in poetry and identifying and discussing why authors use
similes, personification, metaphors and alliteration. We are discussing the relationship between the meaning of
poems and our lives, creating a real-world connection.
Students have been enjoying analysing various types of poetry in Writing including tongue twisters using alliteration.
The students have created their own tongue twisters which will be displayed in the Year 3 and 4 corridor. We have
also discussed blackout poetry using different pages of text. We can specifically look at a few words in the text using
our knowledge of imagery and figurative language to create our own poems.
In Year 4 Maths students have been focusing on fractions. We have discussed unit fractions, proper fractions,
improper fractions, mixed fractions and simplifying fractions. Students have been making connections between the

various types of fractions and their knowledge of division and multiplication. Please continue practising
multiplication and division at home.

Senior School
Super Speak Year 5
The Year 5 students are currently enjoying their public speaking sessions being conducted by Super Speak. We are
eagerly preparing for our parent presentation session which will occur on Thursday 29th August between 9:0011:00am (class times to be advised). Further information will be sent out soon. Parents and family members are
invited to attend and the students are excited about this.
Year 5 Camp: Sovereign Hill
We wish our Year 5 students and accompanying teachers and staff all the best for next week’s Sovereign Hill Camp.
Our Year 5 students will be exploring the goldfields and reinforcing learning undertaken in the classroom.
The bus will depart at approximately 9:30am on Monday 12th August. Please make sure your child is on time to class
with their bags packed. We will meet in the Year 5 classrooms. If you have any questions regarding camp, please see
the Year 5 teachers. We expect a return around 2:00-2:30pm on Wednesday.
Toastmasters Year 6
We have been pleased to witness the Year 6 students’ growth in public speaking across the first few weeks of the
Toastmasters Youth Leadership program.
Students are developing their confidence in speaking to an audience and being involved in a variety of roles
including: session hosts, speakers, evaluators and giving impromptu speeches. Students are notified of their roles for
the next session a week in advance and the roles change each week. Students are given two sessions at school to
plan and write their speeches and are expected to complete writing their speeches for homework if necessary. We
encourage students to practice their speech daily to develop their confidence and ease reliance on reading off paper.
In our final session, families will be able to watch students in action, performing varying roles.
Book Week
It is a busy and exciting term in the Senior School. We have Book Week approaching and we are expecting all
students in the Senior School to engage in the week and ensure they have a costume ready for the Book Parade on
Tuesday 20th August.

High School Placements
By now all students attending government schools will have received their placement offer. Please read your letter
carefully and be aware that your secondary school will be making contact in the near future.
If you choose to decline the offer that is made to you, then you must notify the secondary school directly.

Art Room News
Welcome back to Term 3! This semester Years 3-6 will be participating in Visual Arts. If you have not done so already,
could you please send along a named art smock to protect your child’s school clothing? This semester Year 3-6
students will be learning about Indigenous artwork, revising the elements of art, and exploring Visual Arts
techniques, including drawing, painting, modelling and textiles.
Students have been very busy so far creating a variety of artworks which can be seen on display in the corridor
outside the art room.

Wanted for the Art Room:
If you have any of these items at home could you please send them into the art
room?
 Old newspapers
 Bulk nappy boxes
 Ice cream container lids
I am also looking for some wood board (MDF or pine board) that can be cut into
approximately 20x20cm squares to use as a backing board to hammer nails into.
Please contact me via Compass or Class Dojo if you can help.

Bag It Design Competition
Students aged between 5-12 years old may enter the competition to design a
bag tag for Walk to School Day 2019. Entry forms can be collected from the art
room and must be returned to the art room by Thursday 29th August.

Whole School News
Book Week is coming! 19th August- 23rd August

Book Week is coming!
Monday 19th August- Friday 23rd August
Book Week Play - THE ALL NEW MUST HAVE ORANGE 430
Tony Bones will be performing ‘THE ALL NEW MUST HAVE ORANGE 430’ which is one of CBCA’s shortlisted books this
year. This will be for all students from Foundation to Year 4, as well as any Senior School students not involved in
Hoop Time.
Please find the details for the play on Compass and ensure you have completed payment and permission.
Book Parade
Our annual book parade will be on Tuesday the 20th of August. All students are encouraged to dress in a book
themed costume for the day. The day will launch with a fabulous parade in the gym which all parents are invited to
attend.
Book Fair
We will once again be holding our annual Book Fair in conjunction with Book Week to promote the importance of
reading and a love of literature. The theme for Book Week this year is ‘Reading is my Secret Power.’
It’s time to encourage your child to start saving their pocket money so they are able to take advantage of the
wonderful bargains on offer. All funds raised from the sales will be used to purchase new books for our school and
classroom libraries.
Our Book Fair will be located in the school library and it will open from Wednesday the 21st August until the 27th
August from 3:30 to 4:30pm. All you need to do is to follow the arrows and advertising materials to find books to
inspire your child to read. We will also have posters and variety items such as rubbers, pencils and colourful
knickknacks on sale too!

2019 Production
Monday 26th of August 2019,
The George Wood Performing Arts Centre,
Yarra Valley Grammar
Kalinda Rd
Ringwood.
Only 17 sleeps to go!
Our 2019 production “Friendship” is just around the corner. All classes
have been working nonstop to prepare their fantastic items and the night
promises to be very special.
Reminders:





Make sure that you have consented on Compass for your child to
attend our tech run to be held during school hours on Monday
26th of August.
Return the order envelope from School Memories Captured to
ensure you receive a copy of the DVD
Buy
your
tickets!
Tickets
are
available
from
https://www.eventtixx.com.au/friendship and are $17 per
adult and $14 per child.

We Need You! If there are any parents or carers who are available to
volunteer their time or skills either on the night or in preparation for
the event, please don’t hesitate to contact the office as your
contribution will be greatly appreciated.
We’re looking forward to a fun and exciting night and hope you all can make it.

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Premiers’ Reading Challenge is still running until the 6th of September. Remember to keep track
of all the books that you have completed at home or at school, so that you can log it into your
individual challenge list. We have currently read 1,997 books as a whole school. This is an
amazing start but let’s see if we can read over 5000 books! Every book counts!

Maths Challenge:
Here is our next challenge. Remember to hand your answers to your teacher to receive your Dojo points
and write your name on your entry! Happy investigating, reasoning and developing your Maths thinking …

“It’s not that I’m so smart; it’s just that I stay with problems longer.” (Albert
Einstein)

Number Challenge
Using the digits 1, 2, 3, 4 and the symbols +, -, x and ÷ make all the numbers
from 1 – 30. Each number must be used in each equation. Eg: 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 = 10

OSHC News
Guinea Pig News
Sadly, our guinea pig Caramel died unexpectedly during the school
holidays.
We felt very sad and snowball had no friends.
We put our name on a list at the pet shop for a new guinea pig. We
had to wait for four weeks and at last, we got a baby guinea pig.
Snowball likes the baby and is being a good step mum.
We named the baby Toffee and she likes to hide in Snowball’s fur.
Article written by Daniel. B, Olivia. K, Hannah and Laura
Photo taken by Harrison. K

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays

Van

Jackson

Charlotte

Hamish

Rechel

Robert

Lola

Taneisha

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

