23 August 2019

Upcoming Dates
August

September

Monday 26th
School Concert
Wednesday 28th Foundation 2020 Transition
9-15am to 10-15am
th
Thursday 29
Father’s Day Stall
th
Friday 30
Year 3/4 Hoop Time

Monday 9th
Tuesday 10th

September

Monday 16th
to Friday 20th
Tuesday 17th
Thursday 19th

Monday 2nd to
Friday 6th
Tuesday 3rd
Thursday 5th
Friday 6th

Years F – 2 Swimming
ICAS Digital Tech
ICAS Science
District Athletics

Thursday 12th
Friday 13th

Friday 20th

Parent Forum at 9am
Foundation 2020 Transition
9-15am to 10-15am
ICAS Spelling
Footy Day
Years 3 – 6 Swimming
ICAS English
School Disco
ICAS Maths
End of Term 3 – 2:30pm Dismissal

Principal’s Report
Book Week
Book Week is always a favourite time of the year. On Tuesday, students left
their uniforms at home and came to school dressed as their favourite book
characters. There was great excitement as we saw a range of very colourful
and creative costumes parade around the gymnasium. There were also a series
of Book Week activities planned for all of the students and classroom doors
have been redesigned to resemble each class’ favourite book.
The Book Fair is up and running and it’s great to see so many books entering
our students’ homes.
I hope the week’s festivities will help to promote a love of reading in our
students and families!

Year 5 Camp
Last week I had the privilege of spending a day with our Year 5 students at
their Sovereign Hill camp. Over three days, the students gained an insight as to
what life was like during the gold rush era. They developed a new appreciation
for modern conveniences, such as electricity and realised how fortunate they
are to have the opportunity to attend school and receive an education.
Camp provided many highlights. We were fortunate to experience two mine
tours, view a number of demonstrations, try our hand at old style bowling,
shop and pan for gold. This is just a snapshot. The sound and light show, AURA
was also memorable and provided our students with further insight into the
1850s.

I would like to praise our students for their behaviour and maturity. They were excellent ambassadors for our school.
Thank you also to the staff who attended and provided our students with this wonderful opportunity.

Hoop Time
This term we have a large number of students representing Ruskin Park at Hoop Time. Last week it was our Year 5
and 6 students while our Year 3 and 4 teams take to the court next week. The determination, teamwork and
sportsmanship demonstrated by our Year 5 and 6 students was commendable and they should be proud of their
efforts.
Best of luck to our Year 3 and 4 teams next week. I am sure they will give their all.
I would like to thank all of the parents who have given their time to assist with coaching, scoring and cheering on the
students. Without your support Hoop Time would not have been possible.
School Concert- Friendship
It is nearly showtime! There are only a handful of days until our students take to the stage and share with our
community their musical items. Further details were sent to families this week, with key points including:
 Students are asked to arrive at Yarra Valley Grammar by 6:30pm. The concert will begin at 7pm.
 Tickets are available through - https://www.eventtixx.com.au/friendship
 There will be a sound check at Yarra Valley Grammar during the day on Monday 26th August. Please make
sure you have provided consent through Compass.
It promises to be a fun evening. We look forward to seeing you there.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
This week our students loved dressing up as their
favourite book character to celebrate Book Week
2019. Their costumes were amazing and the
atmosphere in the gym was exhilarating, as the
children joined the parade. Of course, the main
aim of the parade was to give them an insight
into the diversity of books. We hope the
experience will enhance their love of reading.

In English, our students have explored the reading strategy of visualisation, which requires them to think about what
they have read and to then create a mental picture of a character or scene. Our students read a descriptive passage
about the cottage Hansel and Gretel found in the forest. They then created a detailed picture based on their prior
knowledge and the information contained in the passage and their work was amazing. They were also given an
opportunity to make text to text connections between the fairy tale Hansel and Gretel and others they had read.
This week in Mathematics, we revisited the concept of capacity to develop our student’s ability to order the
containers from the least to the most based on their capacity. Our students enjoyed exploring, estimating and
measuring the capacity of containers using water and rice. They worked collaboratively to estimate and measure the
capacity of a variety of containers and then ordered them.

The excitement is building as we prepare for our School Concert next week.
Our students are eager to showcase their talents and to surprise all of you
with an amazing performance. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone for the support in relation to the costumes. We are sure our
Foundation students will look amazing on stage decked out in their costumes
and that their performance will be a joy to watch.

Junior School
Year 1
In Literacy, Year 1 have completed our poetry study and this week, have
begun procedural texts. The students are already beginning to identify the
features of this new genre. We are creating shared procedural texts, thinking
about the structure and word choice.

Book Week is in full swing and was introduced brilliantly by our theatre
incursion ‘The All New Must Have Orange 430’. The play was so engaging and
the students were spellbound! On Tuesday we had our Book Week parade,
thank you for creating such wonderful costumes to support our Book Week.
In Maths, we have started a unit on fractions focusing on halves. We have
been exploring halves of numbers, pictures, collections, objects and shapes.
We found that sometimes, it is trickier than we think!
We have been continuing to practise for the upcoming school production.
We have been thinking about songs, actions and movements around the
stage. Yesterday we saw the whole school dress rehearsal and although some
of us are nervous, we are looking forward to showing you our creations next
Monday at Yarra Valley Grammar School. We’ve been discussing how it is
important to work as a team in order to show our best. See you all there!
Year 2
It has been a busy but exciting week in
Year 2. Book Week has been a great
success and students very much
enjoyed coming dressed up as their
favourite book character. We all
showed off our wonderful outfits as
we walked around the gym in the
book parade. We also got to
participate in a Book Week activity
related to the book ‘The Dress-Up
Box’ by Patrick Guest where students
decorated their very own dress up
box.
In Reading, each class has started focusing on a particular author as part of our Author’s
Study unit. 2D have been reading a range of texts by Julia Donaldson, 2C have been
reading a range of texts by Oliver Jeffers and 2E have been reading a range of texts by
Mem Fox. Students have enjoyed comparing the different texts and looking at what they
have in common such as characters, language, openings/endings and common journeys
between each of the texts. In Writing, students have been working very hard on finishing
off their poetry anthology that includes three poems that each student has written on
their own on a particular topic.
In Maths we have been focusing on a range of
measurement including mass, capacity and volume.
Students have been enjoying the hands on
experiences involved with this unit. They have been
able to compare the weight of objects using balance
scales and informal units of measure. We have also
been using informal units to measure the capacity of
containers and which one Jack from Jack and the
Beanstalk would use to collect the most amount of golden beans. It has been
lots of fun!

Middle School
Book Week is upon us!
Tuesday was the annual Ruskin Park Book Week Parade. It was wonderful to see all the effort that students and
parents put in to create such wonderful costumes. Students had a wonderful day sharing their Book Week character
and reading the shortlisted books.
‘The All New Must Have Orange 430’ Book Week play was an engaging and entertaining show. Students enjoyed
taking part in various roles throughout the show. The show was very interactive for students of all ages.
Thank you to all of the parent helpers that attended the Year 3 and 4 Scienceworks excursions. The students had a
wonderful time exploring the different areas of Scienceworks and participating in the Science shows.

Year 3
This week students have begun exploring Dreamtime stories. We have been discussing the features of the stories
and will be further investigating the moral and message behind these stories.
During Writing, students have been exploring the structure of Dreamtime stories. They have begun planning an
imaginative narrative using Dreamtime stories as inspiration. Students analysed the characters and setting in the
story ‘How the Birds got their Colours’ as well as beginning to identify the moral or message from other stories.
In Mathematics, students have been revising their knowledge of odd and even numbers. We investigated what
happens when two even numbers are added, two odd numbers are added and even and odd numbers are added.
Some students also explored this pattern in all operations. Students have also begun revising their knowledge of
place value.

Year 4
In Reading, students have been analysing and identifying the meaning of a poem. They have practised reading the
poem focusing on fluency, accuracy and expression. The students enjoyed presenting the poem to their peers and
various Ruskin family members. They gave each other feedback about strengths and areas for improvement
regarding their oral presentation skills.
In Writing, students loved the Book Week activity from the book, ‘Chalk Boy’. Students walked around the school in
groups to make incredible chalk drawing art that we took photos of. Students have also been enjoying their

preparations on a Book Talk Review. They picked a book of their choice and prepared a short speech to their peers.
This included features such as an analysis of characters and themes of the story to persuade peers to read their
chosen book in the future.
In Year 4 Maths, students have been focusing on Time. We have been particularly focussed on telling analogue time
and converting between units of time. We also looked at reading basic timetables, calculating elapsed time and
developing a fundamental understanding of 24 hour time. In this digital world, analogue time is a concept many
students can find difficult in the beginning. Please consolidate students understanding of analogue time by asking
them the time on an analogue clock regularly. Also remember to keep testing students on their times tables and
quick number facts; the majority of the more difficult maths we do is built on a strong foundation of times tables and
number facts skills. Remember, everyone can be good at Maths.

Senior School
Hoop Time
On Friday 16th August, a large group of Year
5 and 6 students attended the district’s
Hooptime Tournament at Kilsyth Basketball
Stadium. Eight teams were entered in the
All Stars and Rookie competitions and a
great day was had by all. Every single
student showed improvement in their skills
as they day went on and it was a pleasure
to watch their confidence in their abilities
grow. All students conducted themselves in
a mature manner and demonstrated great
sportsmanship, both on and off the court.
A special thank you to all the teachers and parents who coached on the day; your contribution is invaluable. Another
special thank you to the parents and families who attended on the day to support the Ruskin Park teams. Your
encouragement helped the students to play their best.

Super Speak Year Five
Year 5 students have been working hard on developing their public speaking skills. They have rehearsed a group
poem and created individual speeches. They have been practising the characteristics of public speakers including
voice and posture. To celebrate their efforts the students are preparing for a session with an audience on Thursday
29th August.

Year Five Camp: Sovereign Hill - Student Stories
AURA Light Show
When we were at Sovereign Hill, on the second night we went to the AURA Light Show. There were three sections to
it. The first section was the 3D section where we were told about how gold was made in the universe. For the second
section we had to get onto a train. We watched an Aboriginal light projection on the grass. Then came the third
section. We went into a room and sat down. When it started there were people talking on a wall and all of a sudden
the wall opened and we saw the Eureka Stockade. It was amazing!
All up camp was fantastic! I liked all of the activities and I had so much fun.
By Chelsea 5P

Panning for Gold
Year 5 went to Sovereign Hill for a three day camp. One of our activities was panning for gold. We were shown how
to pan by a volunteer. You use your pan to dig up the stones and sand, then shake the rocks and sand with water.
When there are little bits of sand and rocks left, the specks of gold will be in the bottom of the pan. The gold will be
extremely small and shiny. I really enjoyed panning for gold because even though it is hard work, you will have a
great result at the end!
By Gabriel 5P

Camp!
At Sovereign Hill we got to experience a classroom from the 1850’s during the Gold Rush.
The teacher “Marm” dressed Lara and Corbin up in traditional clothing. Corbin was wearing a top hat with a vest and
a red tie. Lara was wearing a hoop skirt with a floor length dress and a bonnet with a hat. It was considered rude to
show your ankles. We wrote our names with inkwells and blotting paper. Then the teacher brought out a cane and
scared us all. She let the teachers try. Mrs Beach was the best at doing it.
By Ava
Book Week
It was fantastic to see so many Year 5 and 6 students dressed up in their costumes for the Book Parade. Everyone
looked spectacular and the costumes were very creative. Well done to all students who got involved in the day.

Whole School News
Book Week is coming! 19th August- 23rd August

Book Week is coming!
Monday 19th August- Friday 23rd August
Book Fair
We will once again be holding our annual Book Fair in conjunction with Book Week to promote the importance of
reading and a love of literature. The theme for Book Week this year is ‘Reading is my Secret Power.’
It’s time to encourage your child to start saving their pocket money so they are able to take advantage of the
wonderful bargains on offer. All funds raised from the sales will be used to purchase new books for our school and
classroom libraries.
Our Book Fair will be located in the Year 3/4 corridor and it will open from Wednesday the 21st August until the 27th
August from 3:30 to 4:30pm. All you need to do is to follow the arrows and advertising materials to find books to
inspire your child to read. We will also have posters and variety items such as rubbers, pencils and colourful knick
knacks on sale too!

2019 Production
Monday 26th of August 2019,
The George Wood Performing Arts Centre,
Yarra Valley Grammar
Kalinda Rd
Ringwood.
Production is here! Can you believe it? The Ruskin Park 2019 Production
is going to be held this Monday 26th of August! Only 3 sleeps!
Parents, students and teachers have been working so hard preparing costumes, props and items and I thank
everyone for your time and effort- the payoff will definitely come when we get to see it live on stage at George
Wood Performing Arts Centre.
Students are required to arrive at George Wood Performing Arts Centre by no later than 6:30pm in their costumes.
They will need to go straight to their assigned area to be checked off by their classroom teacher who they will remain
with throughout the night.
Don’t forget to make sure you have consented on Compass for your child to attend the rehearsal during the school
day on Monday and to buy your tickets so you don’t miss out.
We look forward to seeing you all there!

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Premiers’ Reading Challenge is still running until the 6th of September. Remember to keep track
of all the books that you have completed at home or at school, so that you can log it into your
individual challenge list. We have currently read 1,997 books as a whole school. This is an
amazing start but let’s see if we can read over 5000 books! Every book counts!

Maths Challenge:
I’m excited to advise our next challenge... It takes us to a universe far, far away.

Challenge Question … Zios and Zepts
On the planet Vuv there are two sorts of creatures. The Zios and the Zepts.
Now Zios have 3 legs and the Zepts have 7 legs. The great planetary explorer Nico, who first
discovered the planet, saw a crowd of Zios and Zepts. He managed to see that there was
more than one of each kind of creature before they saw him. Suddenly they all rolled over
onto their backs and put their legs in the air. He counted 52 legs. How many Zios and how
many Zepts were there?
Remember to hand your answers to your teacher to receive your Dojo points and write your name on your
entry! Happy investigating, reasoning and developing your Maths thinking …

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Curtis

Hailey

Olivia

Willow

Molly

Isla

Raha

Owen

Kayla

Tyler

David

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

