26 July 2019

Upcoming Dates
July

August

Monday 29th
Year 5 Super Speak commences
Wednesday 31st Toastmasters Year 6

Wednesday 28th Foundation 2020 Transition
9-15am to 10-15am
th
Thursday 29
Father’s Day Stall
th
Friday 30
Year 3/4 Hoop Time

August
Thursday 1st
Monday 12th
Monday 12th to
Wednesday 14th
Tuesday 13th
Thursday 15th
Friday 16th
Friday 16th
Tuesday 20th
Wednesday 21st
Monday 26th

Whole School Photo
Year 3 Scienceworks excursion
Year 5 Camp
Subway lunch
Yr. 4 Scienceworks excursion
Year 5/6 Hoop Time
Book Week Incursion F-4
Book Week Dress Up Day
Concert Dress Rehearsal
School Concert

September
Monday 2nd to
Friday 6th
Friday 6th
Tuesday 10th
Friday 13th
Monday 16th
to Friday 20th
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th

Years F – 2 Swimming
District Athletics
Foundation 2020 Transition
9-15am to 10-15am
Footy Day
Years 3 – 6 Swimming
School Disco
End of Term 3 – 2:30pm Dismissal

Principal’s Report
I hope the holidays were enjoyed by all our families and trust they provided some quiet time to relax and reenergise. The students have returned refreshed and there is great energy around the school as we embark on what
is usually one of the most productive terms of the school year.
Please keep an eye on the calendar at the top of each newsletter for key dates and ensure your details are up to date
on Compass so you can receive reminders and important school information.
School Concert- Monday 26th August
Our school concert is not too far away. Rehearsals are stepping up and preparations behind the scenes are nearly
complete. In the coming weeks families will receive information regarding costumes and how to purchase tickets etc.
The evening will provide a wonderful opportunity for our students to develop confidence performing in front of a
large audience and we thank you in advance for your support.
Student Survey
This week we received the initial results from our student ‘Attitudes to School Survey’. The results are pleasing and
show improvement from 2018 in 18 out of 19 domains. Some of our highest rating domains include high
expectations for success, effective teaching time, self-regulation and goal setting and differentiated learning
challenge. We value feedback from our students and will spend the coming weeks analysing these results.
Parent Opinion Survey
We are conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual
survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly
selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school
climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct
future school planning and improvement strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents have been invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the

survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 22rd July to Sunday 11th
August. If you have been selected to participate you would have received an email at the start of the week.
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September.
Transition
We enjoyed having our 2020 Foundation students at school this week for their Story Time transition session. There
was great excitement in the classrooms as the children became familiar with their new environment and started the
process of making new friends. The Foundation teachers were pleased with how well the students settled and are
looking forward to future sessions.
We look forward to the program continuing in the coming months.
Gifted Insights
I would like to provide you with an update regarding the Gifted Insights program. I have been in contact with
Jennifer Grant, coordinator at Gifted Insights, who has advised that she is having difficulty finding a suitable teacher
to run the program. Once she is able to fill the vacancy she will contact the school and I will then inform parents. In
the interim, the program will not be able to run.
Child Safe Standards
As a part of our ongoing commitment to ensuring the safety of all students, we have recently updated all of our Child
Safe documents. These documents can be found on the website. As the Ruskin Park Child Safe point of contact,
should you have any questions, please contact me.
Staff News
We are excited to share the news that two of our staff members became engaged to their partners over the
holidays. Congratulations to Miss Doensen and her partner Matt and also to Miss McKerrow and her partner Hamish.
I am sure you join with me in congratulating them both and wishing them every happiness.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Welcome back everyone, it was wonderful to see our Foundation students arrive happy and
rested after the mid -year break.
This week our students celebrated attending school for 100 days, which is an impressive
milestone in their education. We are very proud of the progress our Foundation students
have made in a relatively short period. Their understanding of the concepts of print has
improved dramatically as has their sight vocabulary and they can all now read and write
simple texts. In Mathematics, they are adding and subtracting numbers to 10 and
they can now recite counting patterns. Their ability to follow routines and to work
effectively with others has improved too and we are very proud of their
achievements.
Today, donned in colourful t-shirts lovingly decorated by very proud parents our
Foundation students arrived filled with anticipation. They were delighted to see
their classroom doors decorated with balloons and streamers. One of the

highlights of the day was walking in and out of the doorway and the sensation of soft streamers gliding over their
faces. They looked amazing wearing their one hundred day headband, which they made with the help of their Year 6
buddy who has supported them as they transitioned into school life.
Over the past two weeks, we have introduced the subtraction process and reinforced the language associated with
this process such as take away, subtract, minus and the difference between. A highlight of our Mathematics program
has been our Teddy Bear Biscuit lesson. The children had to create their own subtraction equations using teddy bear
biscuits. They loved using the biscuits as counters and everyone worked productively to represent and record their
equations. We are pleased to report no biscuits were eaten during our lesson, however
they disappeared into the mouths of hungry children at recess.
On Monday, our Foundation students had a special visit from members of the Croydon
Fire Brigade who highlighted survival skills and fire safety behaviours. The firefighters
showed the children smoke alarms and they taught them safety procedures such as get
down low and go, go, go to the nearest exit. One firefighter even wore his protective
clothing complete with breathing apparatus so the children would know what to expect if
they were being rescued. We are looking forward to their next visit when our students
will have an opportunity to explore the fire engines.

Junior School
Year 1
In Literacy, Year 1 have begun a unit focused on poetry. We have been reading a range of poems including poems by
Dr Seuss. We are especially enjoying poems that rhyme and that make us laugh. We are trying to identify the rhymes
and read with expression. This week, we have begun substituting key words in the poems to make them our own.
Eg –
French Fries and Pie
Tai I am, I am Tai,
I do not like French fries and pie.
I do not like them here or there,
I do not like them anywhere.
Not in a tree, not with a pea, not here or there, not anywhere.
I do not like French fries or pie, I do not like them I am Tai.

We have also been working on synonyms and antonyms. Ask your child to give you suggestions about words that
have a similar meaning or words that mean the opposite.
In Maths, we have begun looking at patterns with numbers, colours, shapes and objects. We have been recognising
the pattern, continuing the pattern and making up our own following a set of instructions. We have even tried
making patterns using our bodies. We have got some great moves! Again, ask your child to share some at home!
In Science, we have started a new focus on changing everyday materials. This term we will be completing lots of
experiments using different familiar materials and recording the observable changes. The chocolate experiment was
a big hit! We made lots of predictions about how a chocolate drop could be altered and how long it would take to
melt and then tested our theories.
Year 2
In Year 2 we have started reading and writing poems.
Students have enjoyed looking over the text structure
of One Woolly Wombat by Kerry Argent and have
created their own version of it including animals of
their choice. Each line had to begin with a number
followed by an adjective, animal, verb then a noun that
had to rhyme on line one and two. Students have
begun typing these out which will be displayed on our
Writer’s Wall over the next week. This week we have
been working collaboratively to identify similes and
metaphors in poems and understand the difference
between the two. By the end of the week we will have
created our very own class resource book filled with
similes and metaphors that the students have come up with on their own.
In Maths we have been continuing to learn how to tell the time but now using analogue and digital clocks. We’ve
learnt o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to times and how to display these on both clock faces. Students
enjoyed playing a range of hands on games using analogue clocks and participated in a lot of partner work. This week
we have started working on multiplication where students are learning to solve multiplication sums using equal
groups, arrays and repeated addition.
We have started our unit on Chemical Science where students have been exploring the different properties of a
range of materials. They have had the opportunity to touch and feel a range of everyday objects such as elastic
bands, rocks, laminated paper, furry bunny ears as well as outdoor materials such as mud, sand, tree branches, tan
bark, playground equipment, etc. In the next couple of weeks, we will be experimenting, looking at what happens
when we mix different materials and ingredients together and predict the outcome of what we will create.

Middle School
Welcome back to Term 3. We hope you had an enjoyable break. This term is looking to be a fun filled term with a lot
of upcoming events such as Hooptime, the School Concert, Book Week and Swimming.
Information regarding both the Year 3 camp to Phillip Island and Year 4 camp to Gundiwindi will be coming home
this term. Please keep an eye out in regards to these upcoming events.
This term, both the Year 3 and Year 4 students will be attending an excursion to Scienceworks to complement our
Science program. Please provide consent and payment on Compass as soon as possible.

Year 3
Students have begun Term 3 with a focus on reading and writing poetry. We assessed our prior knowledge on what
we already knew about poetry and set to work exploring rhyme schemes. Students read a range of ballads including
‘Waltzing Matilda’ and ‘On Top of Spaghetti’. They also identified the text structure and format of ballads and used
the learnt structure to create their own poems.
In Mathematics, students have been exploring a range of increasing and decreasing number patterns. Students have
had to apply their problem solving skills to assist them in solving problems. Students have been exploring a range of
shape patterns using matchsticks to find the rule.
This term, students have begun exploring the history of Indigenous Australians. Students explored how Australia has
changed over the past 65 000 years. We are focusing on the daily life of Indigenous Australians over time looking at
foods they ate, how they lived, weapons used and how they told stories.
Year 4
Students have been using their prior knowledge to develop and extend their understanding of poetry. They enjoyed
discussing various nursery rhymes they could remember and explored the rhythm of each poem.
The Year 4s have been extending their understanding of poetry with a focus on ballads. They explored the structure
of ballads by analysing different rhymes, rhythms, lyrical themes and structures. We shared some creative ballads
that students brought from home. Students enjoyed creating their own ballads using the correct structure and
shared them with their peers.
In Year 4 Maths we have been revising Number and Place Value. We have looked at numbers up to tens of thousands
(and beyond). We have been using dice and playing cards to make larger numbers and playing various place value
games with the aim of being able to say the larger numbers. Ordering numbers, extended notation and being able to
express numbers in written form have all been covered.
Our STEM unit this term is very exciting and very topical given that it is 50 years ago since Neil Armstrong walked on
the moon. NIGHT and DAY is the name of the unit and we will be looking in depth at the composition of our Solar
System and how the Earth’s rotation facilitates day and night. As we go further into the unit we will be examining
how Earth’s orbit of the Sun causes our seasons. This unit will conclude with a fantastic excursion to Scienceworks to
consolidate all we have learned during the unit.

Senior School
Welcome back for Term 3! We hope you all had a wonderful and safe holiday period. We have an exciting and busy
term ahead of us. Just some of the events this term include Action Teams, Hoop Time Basketball, Book Week,
Toastmasters and Super Speak.
Homework
Year 5 and 6 students have been handed their homework for Term 3. Please remind your child to manage their
homework and take pride in the presentation of their work. As per the outline, the homework involves reading,
spelling, Mathletics and integrated activities.
You can also access the homework documents via Compass in the Newsfeed and on Class Dojo.
Buddies
On Thursday, the Year 6 students and Foundation students had another buddies session. Together students created
hats for the Foundation students’ celebration of the first 100 days of school.

On Friday, the Year 6 students joined in to help celebrate the Foundation students first 100 days of school. They
gathered to celebrate 100 days of school, participating in a range of physical activities including star jumps and
stretches, before going inside and performing a colouring and counting activity.
Toastmasters Year Six
Last week the Year 6 students had their first Toastmasters session - a demonstration and introduction to the
Toastmasters - Youth Leadership Program. We were extremely impressed with our students’ ability to participate
and listen attentively to our guests.
During the past week, Year 6 students planned and prepared speeches and/or their roles for the first official student
led Toastmasters session.
On Wednesday, it was fantastic to see our Year 6 students step outside their comfort zone and participate in and
lead the Toastmasters session. Students had a variety of roles including presenting speeches, evaluating speeches,
posing questions, introducing topics, etc.
Each week roles for students will change and students will write down their role for the upcoming session. It is up to
the student to ensure they fully understand their role and read over the requirements of their role.
Students will be given time to plan and write some of their speech at school, however it is expected that they will
complete these at home when necessary and practice to ensure their speech is the best that it can be.
Super Speak Year 5
Next Monday our Year 5 students will have their first session of Super Speak. We are extremely excited for our
students to be involved in this program and to develop their public speaking skills. After this first session on Monday,
Super Speak sessions will continue on Thursdays.

Whole School News
Book Week is coming! 19th August- 23rd August
Book Week Play - THE ALL NEW MUST HAVE ORANGE 430
Tony Bones will be performing ‘THE ALL NEW MUST HAVE ORANGE 430’ which is one of CBCA’s shortlisted books this
year. This will be for all students from Foundation to Year 4, as well as any Senior School students not involved in
Hoop Time.
Please find the details for the play which will be performed on Friday the 16th of August on Compass and ensure you
have completed payment and permission.
Book Parade
Our annual book parade will be on Tuesday the 20th of August. All students are encouraged to dress in a book
themed costume for the day. The day will launch with a fabulous parade in the gym which all parents are invited to
attend.
Book Fair
We will once again be holding our annual Book Fair in conjunction with Book Week to promote the importance of
reading and a love of literature. The theme for Book Week this year is ‘Reading is my Secret Power.’

It’s time to encourage your child to start saving their pocket money so they are able to take advantage of the
wonderful bargains on offer. All funds raised from the sales will be used to purchase new books for our school and
classroom libraries.
Our Book Fair will be located in the school library and it will open from Wednesday the 21st August until the 27th
August from 3:30 to 4:30pm. All you need to do is to follow the arrows and advertising materials to find books to
inspire your child to read. We will also have posters and variety items such as erasers and pencils on sale too!

2019 Production
With the arrival of Term 3, the 2019 RPPS Production of “Friendship” looms ever closer! Classes have been working
hard preparing their items and there have been many talented individual students offering up their skills in design,
writing and acting. The 2019 Production will be held again this year at the George Wood Performing Arts Centre at
Yarra Valley Grammar, taking place on Monday the 26th of August at 7pm. Ticket information will be released
shortly.
Please be aware that costume requirements will be released by classroom teachers very soon and we would
appreciate your assistance in getting all classes organised as soon as possible.
If there are any parents or carers who are available to volunteer their time or skills either on the night or in
preparation for the event, please don’t hesitate to contact the office as your contribution will be greatly appreciated.
We’re looking forward to a fun and exciting night and hope you all can make it!
Thanks!
Kizzy Davies
Music Specialist

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Premiers’ Reading Challenge is still running until the 6th of September. Remember to keep track
of all the books that you have completed at home or at school, so that you can log it into your
individual challenge list. We have currently read 1,997 books as a whole school. This is an
amazing start but let’s see if we can read over 5000 books! Every book counts!

Maths Challenge:
Welcome back! I hope you’re ready for our next challenge question. Remember to write your
answer as well as your thinking on your entry. Don’t forget to include your name and grade and
pop it in the box at the office.

“Mathematics must make sense to children. Research has shown that if children make sense of
mathematics they are learning, they can build on this understanding to learn more mathematics
and use it to solve problems.” (Reys, Lindquist, Lambdin, Smith – 2007)

The path to my door
I have a path that goes from my letterbox to my front door. It uses a
combination of 3 shapes. What does my path look like?

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
Lucy

Drew

Logan

Rebecca

Bailey

Liam

Mason

Acung

Sui Te

Zoe

Maddelyn

Ava

Monique

Mackenzie

Samuel

Lexie

Miley

Charlie

Hermione

Ronan

Teresa

Harper

Georgie

Daniel

Amber

Cara

Evi

Jasper

Drew

Matthew

Zara

Lily

Dawt

Thomas

Khaleen

Jessica

William

Ronak

Sophie

Nawl Pi

Alannah

Ram Bawi

Justin

Hazel

Eden

Aili

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

