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Principal’s Report 
We have reached the end of a long yet extremely productive term. It has been pleasing to see the students engaged 

in a variety of activities within the classroom and also during excursions, incursions and whole school events.  

There have been numerous highlights, where students have achieved exciting results through persistence and hard 

work, or been exposed to new opportunities and experiences. Some of these include: 

 Incursions and excursions: Our Junior School students explored Healesville Sanctuary while Foundation 

classes headed to The Melbourne Zoo. There have also been a number of incursions, such as Japanese Day 

and Robotics, designed to enhance understandings of concepts being explored in classrooms.  

 Sporting achievements: The enthusiasm and camaraderie at our House Athletics was impressive with 

students supporting each other as they rotated through the various events. We witnessed great 

determination and application at the District Cross Country with our students representing the school well 

and a number of students progressing to subsequent rounds. Interschool sport has seen our senior students 

develop their skills, teamwork and sportsmanship.   

 Education Week: The students were excited to welcome parents and special visitors into their classroom 

during our Open Night. 

 Family and Friends: This committed group of parents have been busy with the Mother’s Day stall, Subway 

lunches and the Election Day and Bunnings sausage sizzles.   

This is just a snapshot of some of the additional events that have complemented a high level classroom program that 

is going from strength to strength. 

Curriculum Day – Friday 21st June 

Last Friday Ruskin Park staff were involved in a professional learning day focused on reading. The aim of the day was 

to maximise all aspects of our reading program and further develop our students’ ability to read critically and 

independently and to gain an even greater understanding of material they read. As a staff we investigated a variety 

of strategies that will be utilised within rooms in the coming months. We are incredibly proud of our results across all 

aspects of Literacy and Friday’s learning will help to build on the great things that are occurring in our rooms.  

 

Upcoming Dates 

July 
Monday 15th          Start Term 3 

Wednesday 17th    Toastmasters Year 6 commences 

Thursday 25th        Foundation 2020 Transition 

                                 9-15am to 10-15am 

August 
Monday 1st            Whole School Photo 

                                Super Speak Year 5 commences 

Monday 12th         Year 3 Scienceworks excursion  

Monday 12th to 

Wednesday 14th   Year 5 Camp 

Tuesday 13th          Subway lunch 

Friday 16th             Year 5/6 Hoop Time 

Friday 16th             Book Week Incursion F-4 

Tuesday 20th         Book Week Dress Up Day 

Monday 26th         School Concert 

 

August 
Wednesday 28th   Foundation 2020 Transition 

                                9-15am to 10-15am 

Thursday 29th        Father’s Day Stall 

Friday 30th             Year 3/4 Hoop Time    

September 
Monday 2nd to     Years F – 2 Swimming 

Friday 6th 

Friday 6th              District Athletics 

Tuesday 10th        Foundation 2020 Transition 

                               9-15am to 10-15am 

Friday 13th            Footy Day 

Monday 16th        Years 3 – 6 Swimming 

to Friday 20th  

Thursday 19th      School Disco 

Friday 20th           End of Term 3 – 2:30pm Dismissal 



 

 

Bunnings BBQ 

A huge thank you to all the parents who assisted at our recent Bunnings sausage sizzle. It is a big day that would not 

be possible without your support and donation of time. We managed to raise $1500 for our new stage/outdoor 

learning area. Your help is greatly appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Thank you to our families who attended Parent/Teacher Interviews this week. I hope the opportunity to meet with 

your child’s teacher was informative and provided you with an overview of progress to date and also plans for the 

remainder of the year. Thank you also to the staff who spent many hours preparing and conducting interviews.  

Following feedback from parents and through consultation with staff we felt the ideal time to hold interviews this 

year was following the release of student’s mid-year reports. As the interviews are late in Term Two, we will not hold 

formal interviews in Term 3. However, the final week of next term has reduced meeting commitments for staff so 

they will be available for meetings should you wish to make an appointment.  

Please remember that staff can be contacted via Compass at any stage of the term if you have any queries. The 

partnership between home and school plays an important role in your child’s success at school and I encourage you 

to be active participants in their learning.    

Staffing  

Brown Sensei will be taking a period of long service leave in Term 3. We have spent considerable time working out 

the best way to cover his absence and will be utilising two staff members. Jen li Chong, who is a Japanese teacher 

will join us on a part time basis and Sarah Poynter will increase her current hours at the school. Jen will focus on the 

language aspects while Sarah will focus more on teaching students about Japanese culture.  

We wish Brown Sensei well as he travels overseas during his well-deserved long service leave and look forward to 

hearing his stories upon his return.  

End of Term Two 

A reminder to families that the term concludes on Friday 28th June with an early 2:30pm dismissal. We hope you all 

have a safe and happy holiday and we look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 15th July.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 



 

 

Foundation 

It has been a busy and productive term and we are very proud of the 

positive attitude our Foundation students have towards learning. We 

would like to take this opportunity to thank all the families who attended 

our recent Parent/Teacher conferences and we hope you found them 

informative.  

On Wednesday, we had a very special session to celebrate the wonderful 

relationships the children have formed with their buddies. The Year 6 

students planned and set up activity stations around the oval and they 

taught our students new games and supported the development of their gross motor skills. The activities included 

beanbag races, ball handling skills, soccer skills and running races to name just a few. The sun shone and it was 

wonderful to see smiling faces and the children all interacting beautifully while enjoying the games and activities 

together.  

 

On behalf of our Foundation students, we would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our band of merry helpers who have 

supported the implementation of the Perceptual Motor Program. 

Every Monday afternoon they supervise small groups of students 

as they rotate around eight stations. There is no doubt our 

student’s gross motor skills including hopping, skipping, jumping 

and their ball-handling skills have improved. This program will 

continue throughout Term 3.  

Early in Term 3, we will be investigating the properties of materials during our Chemical Science unit.  Our students 
will be exploring and describing the properties of materials and investigating how they are used. They will also 
conduct investigations to determine which materials are waterproof. Then, using the knowledge they have gained 
they will be given an opportunity to design and select materials to make garden decorations which are durable and 
waterproof. Our students will be given an opportunity to study the impact the weather has upon their creations and 
they will evaluate the suitability of their choice of materials in simple written reports.  
 
Can you help? 
We will need a range of materials for our unit to be successful so if you have any of the following items at home that 

you could donate please drop them off at the Foundation classrooms next term: 

 Cylinders 

 Aluminum pie holders  

 Old CD discs 



 

 

 Lids that could be used for wheels 

 Lace or ribbons or items that could be used to decorate their creations 

 Empty cardboard boxes 

 Old plastic table cloths or raincoats 

 Old gum boots 

 Plastic tubs and lids (washed please) 
 

Junior School 

Year 1 

In Literacy, Year 1 are coming to the end of our unit on cumulative narratives. We have been enjoying developing our 

understanding of rhyming words and using rhythm when reading. We have worked hard to develop a range of 

creative cumulative texts, specifically focusing on sentence structure and punctuation.  

In Maths, we have been continuing to develop our understanding of chance. We have been focusing on identifying 

the likelihood of a range of events and placing them in order on a probability scale. Students now have the 

understanding that chance is a continuous part of all our lives. Ask your child about an event that is ‘certain’, ‘likely’ 

or ‘impossible’ today. Some responses have been quite imaginative!  

We are improving our team building skills in so many different ways at school. This week, we had Year 1 sport 

working in teams. We needed to watch, listen, follow instructions, collaborate and support each other. These are 

important skills that can be applied to many different areas of our learning.    

Year 2 

In Year 2 we have nearly finished our Literacy unit focusing on imaginative narratives, and students have shown 

great improvement in their ability to follow plotlines and characters, and identify the themes and big ideas. This 

week we have been reading Aesop’s fables, and working collaboratively to determine the moral. Students 

showcased their learning by writing their own imaginative narratives, and the varied characters, story lines, 

vocabulary and sentence openers has been wonderful to see! Next term we will begin reading and writing poetry! 

In Maths we have been learning about telling the time using calendars and learning about time durations including 

seconds, minutes, days and weeks all the way through to years and leap years. Students enjoyed playing calendar 

races, challenged each other to find days and dates on calendars and count on and back the weeks. Next term we 

will begin by learning how to tell the time to the quarter hour on clocks.  

We have concluded our Biological Science unit with a fantastic STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 

project, where students have collaboratively used their knowledge of the needs of baby birds and designed, built and 

modified their own bird’s nest. The results are fabulous and students’ self-reflections after building them 

demonstrated a deep understanding of both the design process and the needs of living things. Next term we will 

begin a new Science unit – Chemical Science, focusing on how materials change when mixed together. 

Middle School 

Year 3  

In Reading, students have been working to record and articulate their thinking. Throughout the term we have been 

reading Roald Dahl’s ‘The BFG’ and discussing the characters and their development through the text. This week, 

students have made comparisons between the movie and the text.  

This term students have been learning to join their letters when writing. Students have been provided with explicit 

instruction on how to join letters and have begun experimenting with this throughout the term. Over the past 



 

 

fortnight, students finished up their study of informative texts by writing information reports on Australian 

landmarks.  

In Mathematics, students collected data each day on how much rubbish was accumulated as a class. Students then 

used this data to create a range of different graphs such as pictographs, column graphs, bar graphs and line graphs. 

At the end of the week, students created a graph of their own choice and displayed our rubbish results from the 

week.  

 

 Year 4 

Students have been practising synthesising comprehension strategies. They have been using a variety of class fiction 

and non-fiction texts to write down their previous thoughts and their new thoughts with text evidence to support 

their ideas. Importantly, students are learning to recognise the difference between summarising text ideas in their 

own words and using exact words from texts as evidence for their ideas. 

The Year 4s have been creating an information report about a topic of their choice. They have been excited to 

research places around the world, items and various animals. Students gathered their information through 

researching using note-taking skills and organising their information into structured paragraphs. Students are looking 

forward to publishing their work so that they can share it with their peers and teachers. Well done to those that 

have added text features such as diagrams, tables and captions, maps, etc as part of their homework or extra 

research at school. They look fantastic! 

As it was Nude Food Week in Week 9, we decided to record the data about each class’s waste during Maths. The 

students then represented this information in a range of graphs, such as dot plots and found that after day one, the 

amount of waste dropped significantly (hoping for a pizza lunch may have been the cause). 

To finish off the STEM unit on Materials, the Year 4s were finally able to test out their Egg Drop Challenge Devices. 

There were many successes (and failures) but they all learned a lot and had a great time. 

 



 

 

Senior School 

End of Term 

It has been a successful and busy term in the Senior School - Athletics, Cross 

Country, Winter Interschool Sports, Interrelate, Nude Food Week, StarLab and 

many more exciting things. Thank you for your support and we wish our families 

a wonderful and safe holiday period. 

Buddies  

This week the Year 6 students and their Foundation buddies participated in a 

range of tabloid sports. The Year 6 students were placed in groups and were 

responsible for planning and running an activity. All students had a wonderful 

time running and participating in the tabloid sports. Students then had lunch 

together to celebrate the year so far and friendships forged between the Year 6 

and Foundation students. It was a fantastic way to end the term for the 

students. 

Public Speaking 

Term Three sees our Senior School students embarking on their Public 

Speaking program.  

Our Year 5 students will be working with an expert over five workshops to 

develop confidence and skills in oral communication. These workshops are 

fun and interactive and will culminate with parents and other invited 

guests sharing their learning in the final sixth session. 

Our Year 6 students will begin a Youth Leadership Program presented by 

Toastmasters. This will run over eight weeks and students will learn a 

range of skills from effective team membership, listening, evaluating, 

presenting speeches and overcoming fears. The Year 6 program will end 

with a “Graduation” evening where parents and invited guests are able to 

celebrate their students’ achievements. 

We are excited to have our students be a part of these exciting programs 

and look forward to sharing their learning with you. 

We will continue to provide details and information closer to the dates. 

 

 

 



 

 

Ruskin Students Competing in Sports of a Different Kind 

On Saturday 22nd June, Gus from 3J and 

his pony Oscar, competed in Hillcrest 

Christian College's Interschool Combined 

Training competition. This was the first 

time Gus had competed in a competition 

like this and was up against other primary 

school students from all over the Eastern 

and Southern parts of Victoria, with Gus 

being the youngest in his grading.  

The competition consists of two 

components, a dressage test and a show jumping round. As Gus walked from the warm-up area to the dressage 

arena the rain started to come down heavily. We watched as Gus worked very hard to control Oscar (who wanted to 

rush) and make sure he had the correct pace at each section of the test. 

In the show jumping component, Gus and Oscar completed the course without any penalties while keeping a 

controlled but quick pace, getting the 4th fastest time.  

It was a great day and fun was 

had by all. 

DanceStars!  

By Charlotte and Aleisha  

This year, we performed in the 

2019 DanceStars Victoria 

competition representing 

Ruskin Park Primary School. We 

did a duet to the song ‘Youth’ 

by Shawn Menders ft. Khalid. We thought we did a fantastic job with 

only one mistake. It was an amazing experience! During the first heat of DanceStars held in May we had so many 

nerves but that pushed us to reach the best of our abilities. We came 2nd and we were speechless and couldn’t 

believe we were going to the finals.  

When we performed in the finals on the 15th of June we were a lot more confident in ourselves. Miss Davies was 

there to support us throughout the journey of DanceStars 2019 and we managed to place 4th at the finals.  We were 

very happy with our placing and learnt that winning isn’t the key to succeeding.  

Good Habits Start Young 

https://esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-start-young 

This article, from the office of the eSafety commissioner, explores the 

important role parents and carers play in helping children to develop 

digital intelligence – social, emotional and practical skills are needed to 

successfully navigate the digital world. The information provided helps 

support parents and carers to: - help build digital intelligence; know what 

to do if they are worried their child might be bullying others; provide support if their child has been sharing 

inappropriate images.  

 

https://esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-start-young


 

 

Maths 


- 

 
Well done to everyone who participated in this term’s Maths Challenges.  There has been some amazing discussions, 

ideas and creative thinking so don’t let it stop there!  Here are some ideas for incorporating maths into your 

everyday activities. 

 

Counting everyday 

You can incorporate counting into everyday activities such as:  

 Cut fruit into pieces and ask your child to count the pieces.  

 Count the number of houses as you walk along the street 

 Encourage your child to talk about the number of things in the pictures they draw. 

Moving with maths  

These ideas use movement of the body to experience counting:  

 Count each toss of the ball as you play a game.  

 Count how many balls can you kick, hit, throw in a minute 

 Estimate how many jumps it will take to get to… Then count how many jumps it takes to get to…  

Exploring sports  

Sports provide a good opportunity to engage your child in maths, particularly if they are a keen sportsperson. Here 

are some questions to ask your child when watching or playing their favourite sport:  

 How does your favourite sport tally the score? What maths is presented on the tally? 

 Who is at the top of the ladder? How is this determined? 

 How can you estimate the perimeter and area of a playing field? 

 How many cars could be parked on the MCG field? How could we work this out? 

Sharing recipes  

Discussing maths when cooking can provide a daily maths lesson involving measurement, time, and cost. Here are 

some activities you could try at home:  

 Discuss how you would double or halve a recipe. Encourage your child to record new measurements for the 

recipe. Discuss why and when you might need to do this. 

 Estimate the cost to buy all the ingredients to make the recipe. Compare this with the actual cost of items. 

  Ask your child if they think it was cheaper to buy the ingredients and make dinner or get takeaway. 

 Compare the price of fresh produce to frozen equivalents 

 

For more ideas go to:  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Literac

yandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf


 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge  

What a fantastic start to the Premiers’ Reading Challenge! So far we have read 1,454 books in 

only a few weeks! Our challenge is to read more than 5000 books and this is a great start. 

Remember to keep reading over the holidays and keep a list of all the books that you finish. 

Every book counts! 

 

 

Earn and Learn 

Thank you to all our families who have contributed stickers for 

this promotion. We very much appreciated your efforts! 

 

OSHC NEWS 

Curriculum Day Fun 

On Friday 21st June, we had a great time on our 

excursion to Bounce in Blackburn.  The children 

enjoyed a variety of trampolining activities and 

delighted in sharing their skills with everyone.  

 

 

Following Bounce, we had lunch at Warrien Reserve in Croydon and 

despite a little rain, we enjoyed a short bush walk and a play on the 

playground equipment before returning to school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Exchange 

This week the children have helped to set up a 

book exchange. We have started with a small 

collection of children’s books and the idea is to 

take a book to enjoy and leave a book in return. 



 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Everyone is welcome to use the book exchange. Just look for the red cupboard outside the OSHC room. Happy 

Reading! 

We hope everyone has a safe and happy school holidays and look forward to seeing you all in Term 3. 

OSHC Educator Team 

 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christine Deakin Noah Cruz Punaika Cungpi 

Charlotte Flip Harrison Akshara Van Lin Allison 

Reilly Teagan Jasper Sian Christina Charlie 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


