14 June 2019

Upcoming Dates
June
Friday 21

August
st

Monday 24th

Wednesday 26th
Friday 28th

Student Free Day
Student reports available to parents
Subway Lunch
Parent Teacher Interviews
3:45 to 8:00pm
Parent Teacher Interviews
3:45 to 5:00pm
End of Term 2 – 2:30pm Dismissal

July
Monday 15th
Thursday 25th

Start Term 3
Foundation 2020 Story time
9-15am to 10-15am

August
Monday 1st

Whole School Photo

Monday 12th to
Wednesday 14th Year 5 Camp
Tuesday 13th
Subway lunch

Tuesday 20th

Book Week Parade

Monday 26th
School Concert
th
Wednesday 28 Foundation 2020 Mathematics
9-15am to 10-15am
th
Thursday 29
Father’s Day Stall

September
Monday 2nd to
Friday 6th
Tuesday 10th
Friday 13th
Monday 16th
To Friday 20th
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th

Years F – 2 Swimming
Foundation 2020 P.M.P
9-15am to 10-15am
Footy Day
Years 3 – 6 Swimming
School Disco
End of Term 3 – 2:30pm Dismissal

Principal’s Report
Parent / Teacher Interviews
Information was sent to families last week with details of the upcoming Parent / Teacher Interviews. As per the
calendar, these interviews will occur on Monday 24th June (3:45pm to 8pm) and Wednesday 26th June (3:45pm to
5pm). You are now able to make bookings through Compass. If you require any assistance please contact the office.
Transition
We were excited to welcome to Ruskin Park our newest and youngest students for the commencement of our 2020
Foundation transition program. The morning provided an opportunity to engage in a variety of activities and explore
the Foundation classrooms. It was also a time to meet the Foundation teachers and begin the process of making
some new friends.
If you weren’t able to attend this session there are still many more planned throughout the remainder of the year.
Staffing
At the end of Term 2 we farewell Mrs Danielle Wintle. Mrs Wintle has worked in the Art room over the past 12
months, bringing great passion and talent to the Art program. Our students have enjoyed learning and developing
their skills under her guidance. I would like to thank Mrs Wintle for the contribution she has made to our school.
Fortunately we may still see her around the school doing some relief teaching.
We look forward to Mrs Donaldson returning to Ruskin Park following her maternity leave. She will be resuming in
the Art room from the beginning of Term 3.

As many of our community would also be aware, Mr Todd Bell is taking extended leave at the end of this term and
moving to Romania to teach at an International school. This is an incredibly exciting and well deserved opportunity
for Mr Bell and I congratulate him on his appointment. We wish him all the best for this new chapter and look
forward to him re-joining our school in the future.
We look forward to welcoming Mr Brendan Alexander back to Year 4 following his long service leave.
Curriculum Day
A reminder to our community that Friday 21st June is a student free day. Staff will be at school engaging in
professional learning, with Reading the focus of the day. Students do not attend school on this day. OSHC will be
running a program for families requiring assistance with supervision. Details of the program and cost have been sent
home.
Reports
This is a particularly busy time of year as teachers are putting the final touches to students’ end of semester reports.
Considerable time and effort is taken to ensure parents and guardians are provided with an accurate account of how
their child has progressed throughout the first 6 months of the year. The reports will also identify goals and areas to
focus on for the remainder of the year.
Reports will be available on Compass from Friday 21st June.
Holiday Program
As indicated in our last newsletter, Ruskin Park has joined with Team Kids for our holiday program. I am pleased to
advise that bookings for the upcoming school holidays are now open and can be made at:
https://teamkids.com.au/venues/ruskin-park-primary-oshc/
Bunnings BBQ
A huge thank you to all our parents who have volunteered to assist at this weekend’s Bunnings BBQ. Without your
help we would not be able to run this important fundraiser. Thank you and we hope you have fun!
Student Supervision
We are noticing an increasing number of students arriving at school very early in the morning. Can I please remind
our families that we have staff supervising the yard from 8:45am. Prior to this time there is no supervision. If you
need to drop your child at school prior to this time they can be booked into before school care. Please contact the
office if you need assistance with this.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation
Over the past few weeks, our three Foundation classes have all welcomed the opportunity to sing the Australian
National Anthem in front of the whole school community. After discussing the importance of the song and the
meaning of phrases such as ‘girt by sea and golden soil’ our students set about learning it. It was wonderful to
witness them spontaneously burst into song while eating snack and lunch. There is no doubt they thoroughly
enjoyed this special experience. We thought they all looked gorgeous standing up proudly in front of the whole
school.

If you were lucky enough to walk through the Foundation corridors over the last week, you may have been surprised
to see a beekeeper visiting our classrooms. Our guest speaker highlighted many interesting facts about bees.
Everyone was able to see honeycomb and were lucky enough to sample the honey the bees produced.

We have been inspired to learn more about a variety of animals and we
have viewed a number of videos and summarised the key information
highlighted. These experiences have provided us with lots of valuable facts
to write about in our information reports.
In Reading, we are exploring simple non-fiction texts and using the strategy
of re-reading books to gain a deeper understanding of the text. During
independent reading sessions, after the first reading of a book our students
have been recording one key fact they could recall. Then after reading the
book a second time they add additional facts they have learnt.
In Mathematics, we have introduced the concept of counting on and how it
is used to add two numbers quickly. Our students loved making Magic Flip
Cards where the task required them to add on to find the number of dots
hiding under a flap. There was great excitement when the children decided
to take their Magic Flip Cards home to trick their parents. Basic addition
facts to 10 are being reinforced using games and hands on materials and
our students are fully immersed and actively involved in the learning
experiences offered as you can see in the photos.

Junior School
Year 1
We are coming to the end of our Science unit ‘Living Things, Needs and Habitats’. As a part of our unit we
participated in STEM project-based learning where we designed, created and evaluated a model koala enclosure.
Here are some pictures of the students designing and building the wonderful and creative koala enclosures.

In Literacy, Year 1 are beginning a unit on cumulative narrative texts that repeat and build. We have started this unit
by looking at books such as ‘There Was an Old Lady’ and ‘The House That Jack Built’. Ask your child about some of
the funny and creative cumulative texts that we have already started writing in class!
In Maths, we have been revisiting chance. We have been exploring the probability of different familiar events using
the language of ‘will happen’, ‘might happen’ or ‘won’t happen’. We have encouraged the students to think about
chance in real world contexts and everyday activities.
Year 2
The Year 2 students have been enjoying their unit on narratives. Students have begun thinking about how they can
entertain their audience by choosing appropriate vocabulary and have been practising using some entertaining story
starters. Opening sentences have included dialogue such as ‘WAKE UP! You’re going to be late for school,’ said Mum.
Or a sound effect such as BANG! BOOM! went the thunder outside my bedroom window. All students have now
planned for and written at least one narrative with an aim to keep their audience entertained.
In Reading, we have been focusing on making predictions about narrative texts. Students are using clues from the
front cover, pictures and words they have read to make reasonable predictions at the beginning, middle and end,
about what might happen in the text. Over the last week we have also been aiming to summarise texts using 10 key
words and use them in a short 3-4 sentence summary about what is happening in texts; rather than retelling all the
information.
In Maths, we have been learning different subtraction strategies such as counting on, counting back, turn around
facts, the jump strategy and vertical subtraction. Students have enjoyed getting to choose which strategy they would
like to use to solve a range of different problems. Students have also had the opportunity to use a range of resources

from the Maths trolley that suit their needs to work out a range of sums. Items have included counters, number lines
and hundreds charts. Over the last two weeks of term we will learn about calendars and different time durations.
In Science, we will begin to plan for our next STEM project which will involve students working together to create a
bird’s nest that is big enough to fit one egg inside it and it must keep the egg safe from the wind and other birds that
may eat the egg. After planning it, students will be able to collect materials and begin their creations that will be
tested by the end of the term.

Middle School
Year 3

In Reading, students have been further developing their ability to recall the main idea of a text. Students read a
range of texts, looked for clue words and provided supporting details as evidence of the main idea.
Over the past week, students have been exploring the topic of informative writing with a focus on biographies.
Students from 3C and 3J have been working together to get to know one another and in turn, write a biography on
one of their peers. Students constructed a list of important questions, interviewed a peer, recorded their answers,
grouped their information and then wrote a biography. Students were enthusiastically engaged in the task and
focused on grouping information into paragraphs ensuring they used the correct text structure.
In Mathematics, students have spent the last two weeks exploring their understanding of fractions. Students have
created unit fractions, identified fractions of a group and expanded their knowledge of equivalent fractions. Students
enjoyed learning about mixed and improper fractions through various clips, games and activities.

Year 4
Students have been locating the main idea of a text and providing supporting details to prove this. Students have in
particular been using text features to support the main idea. Students have analysed varying text features,
discovering their purpose and description and locating these in a non-fiction text.
Students have been using their note-taking skills to group information for an information report. We wrote a class
information report about Ancient Egypt. The students grouped their facts under different subheadings and worked
through what was important information vs not needed information. Students then used their information to create
a class introduction, main paragraphs and a conclusion. They revised the difference between a fact and opinion.
Students will be using these writing skills to create an information report on a topic of their choice.
In class we have begun working with money during our Financial Maths unit. Students have been using the four
operations with decimal numbers and calculating change to the nearest five cents. They have also enjoyed
‘shopping’ on the iPads and using financial plans. Students are encouraged to practise the times tables every night to
improve their automatic recall.

Senior School
Buddies
Last week the Year 6 students and their Foundation buddies had another Buddies session. The focus of this lesson
was friendship and how you can help your friends.
Together the students created a poster with an outline of the Year 6 and Foundation student. They then identified
and wrote down ways that you can help your friends. The students also added drawings and colour to their posters.

Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp
The Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp is in Term 3 – Monday 12th August to Wednesday 14th August.
Forms have been sent home regarding payments and payment plans. If you have any concerns please see Ms
Humphris, our Business Manager.
Attending Sovereign Hill is a fantastic opportunity for Year 5 students to experience life during Victoria’s gold rush.
The experience links with our Australian History unit, allowing students to apply their knowledge and broaden their
understanding of this period in history.
Forms will be sent home in the coming weeks regarding clothing and medication for you to begin preparations.
Canberra Tour 2020
We are in the process of planning our camps for 2020. The Year 6 Canberra Tour for 2020 requires indicative student
attendance numbers in order to finalise costings for the camp. An expression of interest notice has been distributed
and was due back on Friday 7th June. Please ensure you return this notice to your child’s classroom teacher or Mr.
Coffin as soon as possible.
Winter Interschool Sports
The Winter Interschool Sports season has come to a conclusion today. It has been wonderful to see so many of our
Year 5 and 6 students participating in the different sports.
We have been impressed with our students and the manner they’ve performed, demonstrating respect to
teammates, opponents and umpires. Students have developed their confidence in their individual sports and have
represented the school in a positive manner.
Homework Reminder
This is a reminder to families and students regarding homework. We have been impressed with a large portion of
students that have completed and returned their homework and the quality of the homework returned. Homework

presents a learning opportunity for the students and develops their independence and organisational skills, as well
as reinforcing the learning they undertake in the classroom.
We expect students to take pride in the presentation of their homework and complete the set tasks as discussed in
the classroom. This includes Mathletics, spelling tasks, Integrated tasks and reading. If there are any concerns, please
contact your child’s teacher.

Maths Challenge:
‘To be successful in mathematics, students need to be able to solve unfamiliar problems, explain
their reasoning, and make connections among different strategies (CCSSI 2010).’
Here is our fortnightly challenge. Remember to hand your answers to your teacher to receive
your Dojo points and write your name on your entry! Happy thinking, working and developing
your mathematical reasoning.

Would you rather …..

One large bag of chips

or

5 little bags of chips?

Explain your thinking!

OSHC NEWS
Curriculum Day Program – Friday 21st June 2019
We will be running an all-day Curriculum Day program from 7.00am to 6.30pm
We have planned an excursion to Bounce, an indoor trampoline centre in Blackburn North where the children will
have an opportunity to participate in a variety of supervised trampolining experiences. After Bounce we will have
lunch and play at Warrien Reserve in Croydon before making our way back to school.
This Curriculum Day program is open to all families, however if you have not used the OSHC program this year you
will need to enrol your child/children in the OSHC program before the Curriculum Day.
Details on how to enrol are available on the OSHC page of the Ruskin Park Primary School website.

Premier’s Reading Challenge
The Premier’s Reading Challenge began on the 20th May and will finish on the 6th September.
Students are encouraged to read as many books as they can to complete the challenge within
and outside of the classroom. Students in Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or
‘experience’ 30 books with their parents/guardians and teachers, while students in Year 3 to
Year 6 are challenged to read 15 age appropriate books. We are looking forward to tallying how
many books we can read as a school.

Nude Food Week
Student Voice
Next week, Monday 17th to Friday 21st June is Nude Food Week! Please pack as much ‘nude food’ as possible
throughout the week as we aim to reduce the amount of rubbish we bring to school. Check out the helpful tips
below.
The class with the least amount of rubbish for the week will win the Golden Pear trophy and a free pizza lunch!

Earn and Learn
As you would have read on Compass, we are participating in the
Woolworths Earn and Learn program for schools in 2019. From
Wednesday 1st May until Tuesday 25th June, for every $10 spent at
Woolworths, you will receive a sticker which can go towards items that we can purchase for our school. There are
Ruskin Park boxes at Woolworths Churinga and Arndale where they can be inserted or they can be placed onto the
sticker sheets that came home recently with the eldest child. Please return the sticker sheets either when full, at the
end of June or use the Ruskin Park boxes at the supermarkets.
We would love your support with this initiative as it allows us to purchase a range of products to support our
students both inside and outside of the classroom.
If you have any questions, please see the office.

Happy Birthday
These students have recently celebrated their birthdays
John

Jordyn

Van

Angus

Olivia

Isabella

Madelyn

Rhys

Mary

Harrison

Vruksh

Nicky

Oli

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

