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Principal’s Report 
Education Week 

Thank you to all of our families that supported last week’s Open Night. There was great energy throughout the 

school as those in attendance toured the classrooms and participated in the activities on offer.  I have no doubt the 

students were proud to show you their work and what they have been learning in class. The challenge of completing 

the passport and identifying all of the different careers also proved highly engaging. Some of the careers were 

obvious while others required a little more thinking.  

These events are great for our school as it allows our amazing community to come together and celebrate the 

wonderful learning that is occurring in our classrooms.  We would like to thank you for your continued support and 

engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Election Day BBQ 

Our election day BBQ was incredibly successful with $1265 raised. We are grateful to all our parent volunteers as 

without your help the BBQ would not have been possible. These funds will go towards our new stage and outdoor 

learning area. We have recently received the first draft from the architect which will now be reviewed by our 

Buildings and Grounds committee.  

Parent Forums 

In 2019 our current strategic plan reaches its conclusion. This provides us with an important opportunity to reflect 

and celebrate our successes and look for areas to focus on in the future.   

The review process will seek to capture the thoughts of staff, students and parents. Staff have spent considerable 

time analysing data and student forums will occur in the coming weeks.  

Upcoming Dates 

June 
Tuesday 4th             Division Cross Country 

Wednesday 5th       Foundation 2020 Meet and Greet 

                                  9:15am to 10:15am 

Monday 10th           Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 11th           Parent Forum 9am 

Thursday 13th         Parent Forum 7pm 

Friday 21st               Student Free Day 

                                  Student reports available to parents 

  
Monday 24th           Subway Lunch 

                                  Parent Teacher Interviews  

                                  3:45 to 8:00pm 

Wednesday 26th    Parent Teacher Interviews  

                                 3:45 to 5:00pm 

Friday 28th              End of Term 2 – 2:30pm Dismissal 



 

 

We are planning to conduct two parent forums. Parents who would like to be involved only need to attend one 

forum as the focus at each will be the same.  

Session 1  Tuesday 11th June, 9am to 10am in the Music room (Gym) 

Session 2 Thursday 13th June, 7pm to 8pm in the Library 

If you would like to attend one of the forums could you please complete the form sent home last week and return it 

to the office by Thursday 6th June. 

Staff Car Park 

Over the past few years we have experienced a significant increase in enrolments. This has resulted in the staff car 

park becoming more congested, particularly in the mornings as staff arrive and parents are leaving after dropping off 

students at Before School Care. Although minor, there have been some accidents and near misses.  

Particularly early in the early morning when it may be dark, I understand the preference to use the staff car park. 

However, could we please ask families to not use the staff car park in the morning after 8am. The front pedestrian 

gate is open allowing you safe access to the Before School Care room.  

Thank you in advance for your support.  

Curriculum Day 

A reminder to our community that Friday 21st June is a student free day. Staff will be at school engaging in 

professional learning, with Reading the focus of the day. Students do not attend school on this day. OSHC will be 

running a program for families requiring assistance with supervision. Details of the program and cost were sent 

home this week.  

Holiday Program 

As indicated in our last newsletter, Ruskin Park has joined with Team Kids for our holiday program. I am pleased to 

advise that bookings for the upcoming school holidays are now open and can be made at: 

https://teamkids.com.au/venues/ruskin-park-primary-oshc/ 

There will also be a coffee morning at drop off time on Friday 7th June for parents to meet Teams Kids staff and ask 

any questions about their program.  

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Information will be sent to families shortly with details of the upcoming Parent / Teacher Interviews. As per the 

calendar, these interviews will occur on Monday 24th June (3:45pm to 8pm) and Wednesday 26th June (3:45pm to 

5pm). Bookings are scheduled to open on Compass from 11am on Tuesday 11th June.  

Interesting Article 

This was an interesting article I read during the week that resonated with me as a parent. It is from parent educator 

Michael Grose, and I thought it may be of interest:   

Five forgotten skill sets that contribute to student success 

At a time when we hear a great deal about growth mindsets, good mental health habits and creating digitally savvy 

students, we can easily overlook the skill sets that form the building blocks of long-term school success. These are 

skill sets that are also easily forgotten when we narrow our focus onto numeracy, literacy, performing arts, STEM 

and other academic areas. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteamkids.com.au%2Fvenues%2Fruskin-park-primary-oshc%2F&data=02%7C01%7Chumphris.jennifer.s%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ce51f43d03a4844be5af708d6e3c75bb4%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636946842723029177&sdata=oxYrTU0ts%2Bo%2BSxyR602ZtZgSMEBvv5XAJxfXOn2uKHY%3D&reserved=0


 

 

While all these other mental skills and academic areas are important, the skills I want to focus on here are ones that 

can be taught, or at the very least drawn out, alongside every other skill when we as parents and teachers know 

what to look for. 

Following are five skill sets that contribute massively to overall student success and contentedness at school. 

1. Friendship skills 

The ability to get along with others is hugely important for children and teenagers. Those students with a strong set 

of friendship skills are easy to like, easy to relate to and easy to play with. The skills they possess include knowing 

how to win and lose well, how to approach others to join in a group and how to lead rather than boss. 

2. Organisational skills 

The ability to organise your time, your space, your items and other aspects of your life is a massive plus for any 

student. The best way to help children who are organisationally challenged is to introduce them to systems and 

processes to help them organise themselves. These processes include the use of visual reminders, anchoring (i.e. 

linking new behaviours to habitual behaviours) and the mapping out of activities. 

3. Optimism skills 

It may seem strange to see optimism as skill set, but as leading psychologist Professor Martin Seligman discovered 

through his research, optimism can be taught. Seligman found that while some children are more inclined by nature 

to see a glass as half empty than half full, all children are capable of developing an optimistic explanatory style 

through exposure and direct teaching. The skills of optimism include being aware of self-talk, reframing negative 

events into positive events and the practice of perspective-taking. 

4. Coping skills 

Kids will generally face a number of challenges during the course of their school lives including overcoming the 

disappointment of not being picked on a team, working their way through difficult learning situations and dealing 

with rejection. The impact of these challenges will depend on each kid's own spirit, the support they receive and 

their coping skills. The good news is that coping skills can be taught or, at the very least, encouraged if adults know 

what to focus on. Coping strategies include parking problems for a while, normalising difficult situations and 

accepting and moving on. Some kids will use coping strategies quite naturally, while others need parental and 

teacher input to help them cope with even seemingly minor challenges. 

5. Relaxation skills 

The ability to relax and get away from it all is vital for the maintenance of mental health, which in turn affects a 

student's ability to perform. Many of today's kids live with pressure. That pressure needs to be released through 

relaxation and play, otherwise it can lead to anxiety and other mental illnesses. The ability to relax and unwind is 

paramount to your child's school success. Relaxation techniques include mindfulness and meditation, participating in 

hobbies and enjoying creative pursuits. 

 

These skills are part developmental and part environmental. That is, kids will naturally develop many of them as they 

mature but the skills also need to be nurtured environmentally. They need to be recognised, encouraged, taught and 

modelled by adults who children and teenagers respect and admire. That makes parents and teachers 'Very 

Important People' in the process of acquiring them. 

 



 

 

Foundation 

Over the past two weeks during our Reading sessions, we have introduced our students to the term schema. Schema 

basically means the prior knowledge about a given topic. Our students are being encouraged to activate their 

schema to enable them to understand what they are reading. We are still very busy exploring non-fiction texts and 

encouraging our students to use a range of strategies to read and comprehend simple texts.   

In Mathematics, we have introduced the concept of addition and the terminology linked to this process such as add, 

plus, more and altogether. Our students have been given the opportunity to use concrete materials to represent and 

articulate the process such as:  I have 3 red counters and 2 more blue. That makes 5 counters altogether or 3 plus 2 

equals 5. Our students are working cooperatively to record their sums using simple tens frames. We are also 

continuing to reinforce fluency when rote counting by intervals 1 to 100 and backwards from 20 to 0.  

Our students loved creating individual maps based on Rosie’s Walk 

last week.  They were required to use positional language to describe 

the pathway Rosie followed as she navigated objects in the farmyard. 

For example Rosie went over the haystack or around the pond.  

In Science, this week we have continued to make and record simple 

observations as we studied the external features of a broad bean 

seed. Our students are developing an ability to describe the features 

of their seed and to make predictions in regard to which part of the 

seed will grow first.  

We have also been focusing on using our sense of touch, smell and sight to identify mystery items. The objective is to 

develop our student’s ability to make detailed observations. Surprisingly everyone was able to describe and identify 

a mint biscuit but marshmallows and carrots proved to be a little more difficult.  

Of course, a highlight this week was Japanese Day. It was a 

fun-filled day with exciting activities and everyone looked 

amazing in their costumes. Our students had an opportunity 

to make Japanese hats, fans and rice balls and to play with 

Japanese toys.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

who visited the Foundation classrooms during our Education 

Week open morning and evening. It was lovely to see our 

students so proud of their progress and to have everyone 

engaging in the activities provided.  

Junior School 

Year 1 

We had a fabulous Japanese day this week. Our activities ranged from Japanese exercises and origami helmets to 

making Japanese fans and bento boxes. There was definitely something for everyone. Thank you to the families that 

took the time to help the students dress for the day. They looked amazing.  

In Literacy, Year 1 are coming to the end of their information report focus. We have read and written many 

nonfiction texts and can explain the main features and importance of them. We`ve learnt many amazing facts about 

a variety of subjects. Try asking them about it! 



 

 

In Maths, we have had two short units on direction/location and shape. 

We have been exploring the world around us and making our maths real. 

Please continue this with your child looking for 2D and 3D shapes around 

the home and using directional language to navigate from one area to 

another. They are becoming more familiar with terms such as left, right, 

turning clockwise, anticlockwise, and moving forwards and backwards 

using a number of steps or measurements. 

Year 2 

Year 2 students completed their Literacy unit on reading and writing informatively, by 

working in teams to research information about different countries and writing 

information reports using the information they gathered. Students worked very well 

together in teams, and we are very impressed with the improvements in students’ 

writing! They had to think carefully about what subheadings to use and did a great 

job of sorting information into their chosen subheadings. Students also engaged their 

audience by asking questions and including fun facts. For example, Kayla wrote “Here 

is a gross fact, French people eat snails!” This week we have started a new unit 

looking at narratives, focusing on the structure of a narrative and how we can 

entertain our audience. 

In Maths, we have been learning different addition strategies, and students have 

enjoyed getting to choose which strategies they use to solve different problems. They 

are working on using mathematical language when explaining their thinking, and are getting better at teaching 

others how they worked out the answer. Over the next two weeks we will learn about subtraction, and tie it all 

together by exploring the connection between addition and subtraction. 

In Science, we have had different levels of success growing beans in the classroom! Despite mixed results, students 

have engaged in great conversations about why beans grew in one classroom and not another, and how different 

conditions (near the heater, near the window) in the classroom affected growth. Students have also started looking 

at how animals and people grow and change, and enjoyed comparing their baby photos to how they look now. 

Middle School 

This week the Year 3 and 4 students participated in the Bricks 4 Kids junior robotics 

program. Students combined the fun of building and learning with LEGO Bricks plus 

the challenge of computer programing. Students followed instructions to build a 

windmill and then used computer programing to make the windmill turn, change 

direction and speed.  

On Wednesday, students celebrated the bi-annual Japanese Day. Students 

participated in a range of activities throughout the day such as Japanese fans, 

origami helmets, sumo wrestling and watching a range of Japanese videos. 

Students looked amazing in their Japanese costumes and had a wonderful day.   

Year 3  

In Reading, students have been further developing their ability to activate their 

prior knowledge. Students discussed their prior knowledge of Antarctica and then read books and collected new 

facts and information.   



 

 

This week students have begun their 

research into informative writing and 

have been discussing the difference 

between fact and opinion. Students 

have been collecting facts about 

Antarctica and will be using these facts 

to form their own information texts.  

In Mathematics, students have been 

learning to identify angles as a measure of turn and identify them in the everyday 

situations. Students have been learning the different types of angles such as, 

acute, obtuse, right and straight angles and comparing them to greater than or 

less than a right angle.  

Year 4 

Students have been delving deeper into their schema during Reading lessons. They have identified their prior 

knowledge, any new knowledge that has been learnt and any misconceptions that they previously had. Students 

have started to focus on the main idea of a text and locating supporting details within the text.  

Students have begun looking into information reports and their purpose. We have been focusing on locating all of 

the different text features that can be found in informative texts and how they support the main idea. Students have 

continued to develop their research skills by taking notes and organising them into like groups. These detailed notes 

will eventually be used to write their own information reports. 

In Mathematics, students have been learning to identify 

half and quarter turns using different shapes and objects. 

They have been enlarging and reducing different drawn 

shapes according to various instructions e.g. enlarge by 2 

or 3 times. Students have been learning about different 

features of maps such as scales, legends, keys and 

directions.  Students read grid coordinates on maps to 

locate areas and used rulers and string to locate the 

distance between destinations using various scales.  We 

encourage students to use different maps at home e.g. 

Google maps to practise directional language when travelling to places. 

Senior School 

Mathematics 

Students in the Senior School have been developing their skills in Statistics. They 

have been involved in posing questions, collecting data and representing their 

data in graphical displays such as column graphs, dot plots and tables. Students 

have been involved in constructing, interpreting and comparing a range of data 

displays including column graphs.  

We also remind students to continually revise their times tables to improve 

automatic recall, with a specific focus on speed and accuracy. 

 



 

 

District Cross Country 

It was wonderful to see so many Year Five and Six students represent 

the school in a positive manner last Monday at the District Cross 

Country at Lilydale Lake. 

All students who raced competed at their best and produced 

outstanding efforts. Well done to all students for completing a 

gruelling race and congratulations to the students moving on to the 

next round.  

 

Winter Interschool Sports 

We have been extremely impressed with the manner our Year 

Five and Six students have represented our school. All 

participating students have demonstrated fantastic sportsmanship 

over the course of the Winter Interschool Sports competition. 

Students have developed their confidence in their individual 

sports and have represented the school in a positive manner. 

Our next match is on Friday 7th June against Pembroke Primary 

School at Ruskin Park.  

We encourage families to attend and support their children in their sports. Matches will generally commence at 

around 1:30pm.  

 

 



 

 

OSHC NEWS 

Curriculum Day Program – Friday 21st June 2019 

We will be running an all-day Curriculum Day program from 7.00am to 6.30pm 

We have planned an excursion to Bounce, an indoor trampoline centre in Blackburn North where the children will 

have an opportunity to participate in a variety of supervised trampolining experiences. After Bounce we will have 

lunch and a play at Warrien Reserve in Croydon before making our way back to school.   

This Curriculum Day program is open to all families, however if you have not used the OSHC program this year you 

will need to enrol your child/children in the OSHC program before the Curriculum Day.  

Details on how to enrol are available on the OSHC page of the Ruskin Park Primary School website. 

Welcome 

We would like to welcome Kay Regan to the OSHC program.  Kay is currently studying certificate IV in Youth Work 

and will be on placement with us this term, on Monday and Wednesday afternoons.  

 

 

Premiers Reading Challenge  

The Premiers’ Reading Challenge will begin on the 20th of May and finish on the 6th of 

September. Students are encouraged to read as many books as they can to complete the 

challenge within and outside of the classroom. Students in Foundation to Year 2 are 

encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents/guardians and teachers, 

while students in Year 3 to Year 6 are challenged to read 15 age appropriate books. We 

are looking forward to tallying how many books we can read as a school. 

 

 
 

eSmart 

We are all being bombarded by the negative impact that 

screentime can have on children. However it is a fact of life 

that children are using a vast array of multimedia. Knowing the benefits and how to manage healthy screentime is 

important. The link below, from raisingchildren.net.au, outlines some strategies for managing screentime for 

children aged 3 – 11 by negotiating and designing family expectations together. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/managing-screen-

time-3-11-years 

 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/managing-screen-time-3-11-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/managing-screen-time-3-11-years


 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

Earn and Learn 

As you would have read on Compass, we are 

participating in the Woolworths Earn and Learn program 

for schools in 2019. From Wednesday 1st May until 

Tuesday 25th June, for every $10 spent at Woolworths, 

you will receive a sticker which can go towards items that we can purchase for our school. There are Ruskin Park 

boxes at Woolworths Churinga and Arndale where they can be inserted or they can be placed onto the sticker sheets 

that came home recently with the eldest child. Please return the sticker sheets either when full, at the end of June or 

use the Ruskin Park boxes at the supermarkets. 

 

We would love your support with this initiative as it allows us to purchase a range of products to support our 

students both inside and outside of the classroom. 

 

If you have any questions, please see the office. 

 

Happy Birthday 

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Darcy Samuel Emely Tyla Jayden 

Sui Sui Lachlan Gracie Joel Noah 

Lorelei     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


