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Principal’s Report 
I wish to thank the Ruskin Park community for their support of 

this week’s Twilight Sports. There was a wonderful atmosphere 

as students rotated through a series of activities. To see the 

students demonstrate such enthusiasm and support for each 

other was pleasing, as too was the number of parents and 

siblings getting involved in the various events. The four way tug-

of-war proved a highlight for many. Thank you to Mr McDonald 

for all his organisation and to the many staff who attended.  

The community spirit was obvious and I hope all those that 

attended enjoyed the evening.  

School Council 

We will be holding our School Council AGM on Monday 18th 

March 2019. All members of our school community are 

welcome to attend. After the AGM we will hold our first 

meeting of the ‘new’ 2019 School Council.  

I would like to thank all members of our community that 

expressed a willingness to be part of School Council this year. 

Your support is greatly appreciated.  

Harmony Day- Friday 22nd March 

Everyone is welcome to attend our special Harmony Day 

Assembly on Friday 22nd March. It will be a time where we 

celebrate living in a country that promotes inclusiveness, respect and belonging regardless of cultural or linguistic 

background. To show support for Harmony Day and the idea that everyone belongs, we ask students to wear a 

splash of orange on the day – it could be as simple as an orange ribbon or orange socks.  

Students in Years 5 and 6 will discuss Harmony Day throughout the week but will not wear orange or join the 

Assembly as they will be attending the District Round Robin Sports Day.  

Please refer to the note sent out earlier this week for further details.  

 

Upcoming Dates 

 

March 
Monday 11th        Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 15th            Year 5 Transition Yarra Hills College 

Friday 15th            National Day Against Bullying 

Monday 18th        House Cross Country 

Monday 18th        School Council 

Tuesday 19th        Family and Friends meeting @ 9am 

Friday 22nd            Harmony Day 

Friday 22nd            5/6 Round Robin 

 

 

Monday 25th        Year 6 Canberra Camp departs 

Friday 29th            Year 6 Canberra Camp returns 

 

April 
Thursday 4th         Subway Lunch 

Friday 5th              End of Term-  2:30pm dismissal 

                               Free Dress for Good Friday Appeal 



 

 

Evacuation Drill 

On Tuesday we conducted our first emergency drill for the year, an evacuation to the oval. As per usual, the conduct 

of our students was impressive. They promptly left classrooms in an orderly manner, moving to the oval ready for 

the roll to be taken. As per Department guidelines, we will conduct one emergency drill each term.  

Special Religious Instruction  

As some of you may be aware, in recent years the regulations regarding Special Religious Instruction (SRI) in 

government schools have changed. In line with these regulations, we are planning to run Christian SRI classes for 30 

minutes during lunchtime on a Wednesday. These sessions will begin in Term Two. Students wishing to participate 

will need to complete and return the permission form that will be sent home in the coming weeks.   

Royal Children’s Hospital  

On Friday 5th April we invite all Ruskin Park students to wear casual clothes in support of The Royal Children’s 

Hospital Good Friday Appeal. The cost for wearing casual clothes is a gold coin donation. Families are welcome to 

donate more if they would like. Please bring your donation to school on the day and hand it to your child’s classroom 

teacher.  

Labour Day- Monday 11th March 

A reminder that Monday is a public holiday. We hope our families enjoy the long weekend. We look forward to 

welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday 12th March.  

Andrew Moore 

Principal 

 

Foundation News  

Last week the Foundation students had an opportunity to attend a Road Safety presentation which highlighted how 

to use the school and pedestrian crossings safely. The slogan of Stop, Look, Listen and Think before you cross the 

road was taught using practical demonstrations and short video presentations. Our students loved demonstrating 

how to cross the school crossing as the following photos demonstrate.  

Last Friday our students participated in their first Clean Up Australia Day session. Despite the hot conditions there 

was a great deal of excitement as they put on their rubber gloves and worked tirelessly to clean the school grounds 

near the Foundation playgrounds. The area was incredibly clean and there is no doubt they were all very proud of 

their efforts.  

Over the past fortnight, we have reinforced the names and sounds associated with alphabetical letters. Our students 

were very excited when they had an 

opportunity to make triangle toast 

while studying the letter t and 

popcorn for the letter p.  These first 

hand experiences enriched their 

vocabulary and provided a wonderful 

stimulus for our writing sessions.   

 

 

 



 

 

In Mathematics, we have been revising counting backwards from 10 to 0 and 

sequencing the numbers from 0 to 10 using simple memory games. We have also 

reinforced the terms more and less and have ordered containers based on their 

capacity. This week the concept of hefting was introduced. Our students had an 

opportunity to compare the mass of objects and develop an understanding of the 

terms heavier and lighter.  

This week was also a big week for our Foundation students because they are now 

attending school full time. Although our students were feeling very tired by the end 

of the week they made the most of the learning opportunities provided. We would 

like to take this opportunity to thank our Foundation families for their support and 

patience as our students are now confident and at ease in the school setting.   

Finally, thank you to everyone who attended the Twilight Family Fun Night. It was lots 

of fun and we hope you were able to meet other families at our wonderful school.  

Junior School  

Year 1 

In Literacy, Year 1 are aiming high with their spelling. Thank you to all the parents 

who have worked with their children to encourage them to learn these targeted 

words. We will have spelling tests on Fridays and then give new words as appropriate. 

Great job so far. Remember to check the back of the yellow spelling folder for fun 

ideas to assist your child to learn these small but tricky words.  

In Maths last week, we had fun exploring Chance. We used a variety of phrases such 

as will happen, won`t happen, might happen… to discuss our opinions. These opinions 

were very varied! It created lots of opportunities for discussion and justification of 

our answers. This week, we are modelling different ways to represent numbers. 

We`re looking at the importance of using tens and ones to be able to identify 

numbers quickly and efficiently.  

In History, Year 1 students have been thinking about how they have changed from a 

baby until now and the sorts of things they could do at various stages of their lives. 

We`ve had some interesting conversations! We`ve also begun to create zig-zag 

posters.    

Year 2 

In Year 2 students are practising ways to move around the classroom in a calm manner and transition between tasks 
to maximize our learning time together.  

In Reading, students are further developing their understanding of the Reader’s Workshop Model and choosing ‘Just 
Right’ books. They are learning to make connections to a range of texts they read including Text to Self, Text to Text 



 

 

and Text to World connections, as it promotes a deeper understanding about the texts they read. Students have 
been using Book Talks as a way to collaborate and share their deeper thinking with a partner. In Writing, we have 
been practicing using our ‘Author’s Voice’ to create entertaining stories and using Sentence Fluency to ensure our 
writing does not sound like a ‘ROBOT’ wrote it. Our special vocabulary word had been ‘unfortunately,’ and students 
have made a great effort to include the word in their written work. 

In Maths, Year 2 students have been practising measuring objects using formal and informal units of measure, for 
example, icy-pole sticks, uni-fix blocks, rulers and trundle wheels. Students have been using a ruler to set up tables to 
record estimates and actual measurements using centimetres (cm) and metres (m). Next week we will be learning to 
identify the place value of numbers through the use of MAB blocks, and other hands on experiences. 

In Science, we have started learning about the water cycle, and have loved listening to the Water Cycle Song which 
has been lots of fun for the students as they sing and dance along. We will begin learning about the effects water has 
on a range of surfaces including sand, soil, tan bark, grass and sloping surfaces. Students will make predictions and 
then experiment on these surfaces outside the classroom.  

Middle School  

Year 3 

During Reading, students have been activating their prior knowledge and making connections to assist them when 

reading. Students identified everything they knew about pollution and completed a KWL chart. After reading a text 

on pollution, students participated in Clean Up Australia Day and watched a video about pollution in the oceans. 

Students then recorded everything they had learnt in a KWL chart.  

Students have been working to develop interesting and descriptive paragraphs to describe their characters and 

setting in a text. Students have constructed a detailed plan of a narrative text and are beginning to apply this in their 

writing.  

During Mathematics, students are developing their knowledge of addition and subtraction. Students have been 

learning how to use the column method to both add and subtract numbers. We have explored how to borrow and 

carry to assist in solving problems.   

Year 4  

This week in Reading students have been discussing what active listening and accountable talking is and why they 

are important. We have been focusing on maintaining eye contact, not interrupting each other, agreeing and 

disagreeing politely and asking follow up questions. Students have also been predicting before we read the class 

novel ‘The Witches’. They have enjoyed using their prior knowledge of the text and imagination to make sensible 

predictions. 

We are continuing to explore the opening hook sentence and language features of narratives during writing. 

Students are developing their use of recognising and using descriptive language to describe a setting and characters 

in the orientation paragraph of a narrative. 

Over the last two weeks students have been identifying the link between addition and subtraction. We have been 

discussing fact families, worded problems and horizontal and vertical equations. Students have enjoyed challenging 

themselves by discussing addition and subtraction equations using decimals.  

 

Senior School  

Canberra Tour 

The Year 6 Canberra Tour is only a couple of weeks away now. Please ensure you’ve logged on to Compass and 

clicked consent for the event. This is an exciting and enjoyable tour which reinforces learning at school in the Civics 



 

 

and Citizenship unit. Recently you would have received some notices containing information about ‘What to bring’ 

and luggage dimensions. Shortly you will receive a letter explaining final details including departure time, etc.  

Transition 

Mooroolbark Secondary College 

This week our Year 6 students were invited along to Mooroolbark 

Secondary College to explore a secondary school setting. The 

students participated in a range of lessons including Science, Drama, 

Maths and Food and got to explore the school with some very 

familiar ambassadors - Sophie, Thwe Thwe and Tiara (Ruskin Park 

students from 2018). They were treated to a hot dog and icy pole 

lunch and had the opportunity to ask any questions that they had 

regarding secondary school. A very informative and exciting day for 

all. 

The view from the students - Mooroolbark Secondary College 

Transition Day 

On Monday 4th March 2019, Year 6 students from Manchester 

Primary School and Ruskin Park Primary School went to 

Mooroolbark Secondary College to see what high school life is like. 

After we got off the bus, we split into 2 groups, which were just our 

classes. 

6M’s first class was cooking. First the teacher told us about what she did with the Year Seven students and later on 

asked us to name vegetables and fruits from A – Z and write it on paper.  

Later on, she showed us how to make Microwave Chocolate Mug Cake. When she finished making it, we got to make 

our own, but we put ours in little zip lock bags, so we could microwave it at home. 

Next, we had Drama. First we did a warm-up game and the teacher explained it. After, we played a game which was 

a little bit like Pictionary. The teacher said a letter and we had to think of an object or animal, and act it out. We then 

played bibiddy-bobiddy-bop. If he said bop, you didn’t say anything. If he said bibiddy-bobiddy-bop you would say 

bop before him; if not, you were out. If he said aeroplane or Egypt, you and the 

people next to you had to act it. 

6C did Maths next. The calculator had missing numbers so we had to work out the 

answers to the equations without those numbers. For example if the number was 

12, you had to work it out without the numbers 3, 0, 2, 1, 5, plus and minus.   

Both classes had Science, separately. We did a race with cars, but we had to make a 

car using the materials the teacher put on the tables. We had 20 minutes to plan 

and make the car, before competing against the other teams. Almost every team’s 

cars were powered by a balloon. We did the race on concrete in front of the science 

building. 

We finished the day off in the auditorium while listening to the principal talk. They 

gave us free hotdogs, drink bottles and icy-poles. We would like to give a BIG thank you to Mooroolbark Secondary 

College for inviting us to this fantastic school to help us learn about high school. 

Miriam, Rosy on behalf of Year 6. 

 



 

 

Summer Sports Round Robin Competition 

This term our Year 5 and 6 students will participate in the annual Summer Sports Round Robin Competition with 

local schools. Students previously selected a sport and were allocated to teams and have been developing their skills 

and knowledge of their respective sports. This competition is on Friday 22nd March with payment and consent for the 

event available via Compass. 

Numeracy at Ruskin Park 

Maths Challenge: 

‘The only way to learn Maths is to do Maths’ (Paul Halmos)  

With that in mind try this activity at home. Remember to bring along your ideas and pop them in the ‘Maths Drop In 

Box’ at the office and maybe we will interview you at our next assembly to find out all about your Maths thinking! 

Challenge:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use a cubit to measure things around your home and record your findings. You might like to do this in a table or on a 

poster! 

Challenge yourself to invent your own unit of measurement. You might like to use other body parts such as your 

finger or your foot, or you could find other things from around your house to measure with, maybe an empty carton 

or even a rolling pin!!!  

Have fun and remember to bring your ideas to school! 

The Art Spot! 
Students in Foundation, Year 1 and 2 with the help of their Art teacher Ms Danielle Wintle have been very busy 

creating works of art to decorate a tree. 

The tree project called “Love Where You Live” is the community project funded by a Maroondah Arts and Culture 

grant to Croydon Conservation Society. Its purpose is to highlight how we celebrate and appreciate the beautiful 

trees of our region, which add so much to the liveability of Maroondah. 

Beetles from Foundation students, bugs and flying insects from Year 1, and lovely green leaves adorned with 

Zentangles made by Year 2 students, will be arranged on a large tree sculpture made by the Men’s Shed, Croydon. 

The host location for this display is Stockdale and Leggo real estate agents in Main St Croydon. 

This display is part of the Main St Multicultural Celebration and Festival which begins on Sat 16th March. 



 

 

Croydon Conservation Society greatly appreciates the commitment and support of Ruskin Park Primary School in 

taking an important role in this exhibition. 

 

 

eSmart 

Students across the school are continuing to examine ways in which to stay safe online (eSecurity). As part of their 

digital licence our Year 5 & 6 students have compared and contrasted a range of different malwares including trojan 

horses, viruses and worms. They have explored how these malwares get onto their devices and ways that they can 

protect themselves.  

In simple terms, eSecurity (or internet security) covers a range of activities to keep electronic information secure. 

Poor eSecurity can result in the corruption of files, data loss, and the risk of criminals being able to access personal 

and financial information. 

The Office of the eSafety Commissioner provides an online, interactive resource where parents and children can read 

and discuss each of these terms as well as take an online interactive activity which examines different devices 

around the home and offers tips on how to secure your digital lifestyle.  

Follow the link below to access this interactive activity and discuss the importance of online security with your 

child/ren. Online Interactive 

OSHC NEWS 

Healthy Eating In OSHC 

Each week we plan our weekly afternoon tea menu with the children.  The children suggest ideas for the menu and 

we talk about healthy eating options.  Recently Giovanna suggested making Frozen Yoghurt and Fresh Berry Icypoles, 

a recipe she had found in a cooking book borrowed from the school library. 

With Joan’s assistance Giovanna, Maddelyn, Evelyn and Katie prepared the icy poles for afternoon tea. The Yoghurt 

and Fresh Berry Icypoles were delicious! 

Giovanna’s food safety tip – Always wash your hands with soap before 

cooking. 

Sand Sculptures 
Sand sculptures inspired by the Peter Pan sculptures made by Sand Sculpting Australia immersed the children at 

OSHC to create sand sculptures up in the shady Garden Club space.   

 

https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/esecurity-interactive#/


 

 

 
THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity 

and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning. 

The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners 

will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future. 

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE 

Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect 

 

By compacting the damp sand as hard as they could in a variety of different shaped tubs and pots, patting the sand 

into shapes, then using found objects and carving tools to carve details into their work, the children created amazing 

animals, buildings, and objects art.   

It was an experience which not only encouraged the 

creative juices, but made them think about how to make 

their work strong enough to hold successive layers. They 

also looked at how far they could carve before it would 

collapse, how to work together and respect each other’s 

creations, how to start again if their work did tumble, and 

how to encourage each other to continue or rethink their 

designs.   

The fun was also in destroying their own work at the end 

and swishing the sand back into the wheelbarrow for next 

time.  

OSHC Family Handbook 

Our OSHC Family Handbook has been created as a guide for families using the OSHC program.  An electronic version 

of the handbook is available on the Out of School Hours page on the school website.  If you do not have access to a 

computer, paper copies of our Family Handbook are available from the OSHC program. 

OSHC Educator Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Lily Ella Byron Amelia Abishag 

Dorthy Ngunceucin Joshua San Dim Jack 

Josh Grace    

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays 

 



 

 

Entertainment Books Are now Available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurry! Bonus Early Bird Offers. 

Limited Time Only 
 

 

Ruskin Park Primary School 

is fundraising with Entertainment! 
 

 

Your support really helps our School, so we’re thrilled to 

let you know about special bonus Early Bird 

Entertainment Membership Offers for loyal supporters. 

Pre-order the NEW 2019 | 2020 Entertainment 

Membership and receive bonus offers you can use 

right away! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
Ruskin Park Primary School 

Wendy Pritchard 
0401048490 

ruskin.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


