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Upcoming Dates
February

March

th

Tuesday 12
Wednesday 13th
Wednesday 20
Monday 25

th

th

Thursday 28th

Year 5 & 6 Information Evening
Year 3 & 4 Information Evening

Friday 1

Twilight Sports

Monday 11th

Labour Day Public Holiday

Monday 18th
Thursday 21st
Friday 22nd
Monday 25th
Friday 29th

House Cross Country
Harmony Day
5/6 Round Robin
Year 6 Canberra Camp departs
Year 6 Canberra Camp returns

District Swimming
Parent / Teacher Interviews 3:45pm
to 8pm
Parent / Teacher Interviews 3:45pm
to 5pm

March
st

Thursday 7th

April
Clean Up Australia Day

Friday 5th

End of Term
Free Dress for Good Friday Appeal

Principal’s Report
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all returning and new families at Ruskin Park Primary School.
The beginning of a new school year always brings great anticipation and excitement. For our returning students, it is
a chance to share holiday experiences with friends and for our Foundation students it signifies the start of a new
chapter in their education. It has been an incredibly positive start with students settling well into their new classes.
The Ruskin Park newsletter will continue to be published each Friday fortnight. The newsletter is an important
source of information and will provide our community with key dates and information about upcoming events.
Staffing for 2019
Classroom Teachers:
Foundation: Alaine Beare, Jane Humphries and Katrina Tozer
Year 1: Sue Dickinson, Rochelle Jinks and Aimee Jones
Year 2: Jennifer Clarke, Ashleigh Doensen, Helen Edwards
Year 3: Sam Cutcliffe and Jamie Lee Campion
Year 4: Todd Bell, Nicole Cochrane, Rozie McKerrow
Year 5: Liz O’Halloran and Nina Pratley
Year 6: Ben Coffin and Molly Marshall
Support Education: Simone Barden
Specialist staff:
Greg Brown (Japanese), Kizzy Davies (Music), Danielle Wintle (Art), Lachlan McDonald (Phys Ed)
Education Support Staff:
Carol Beach, Jane Burrows, Anne Campbell, Tracy Cant, Sharyn Carroll, Jo Charles, Tess Evenden, Melanie Horner

Office/Administration:
Andrew Moore (Principal), Shannon Young (Assistant Principal) Jennifer Humphris (Business Manager), Deb Brown,
Vicki Rimmer
Information Nights
These are occurring in Weeks 2 and 3 of this term. I trust parents in Foundation and Years 1 and 2 found their
respective evenings informative and I would like to thank the teachers for their preparation and efforts to ensure
you have all relevant information for the year ahead.
Still to come:
Tuesday 12th February – Years 5 and 6 - 6:30pm
Wednesday 13th February – Years 3 and 4 - 6:30pm
Meet the Teacher Interviews
Families would have received a letter detailing information about the upcoming Meet the Teacher Interviews. These
will be held in the week beginning Monday 25th February. These interviews are an opportunity for parents to share
with teachers any information they feel is relevant to their child’s schooling.
Booking will be available through Compass from Monday 11th February.
Please remember that you are welcome to contact your child’s teacher to arrange a meeting time at any point
throughout the school year.
Twilight Sports
An additional date I would encourage you to add to your diary is our Twilight Sports which will be held on Thursday
7th March. This is a wonderful event to have early in the year. Families are encouraged to arrive from 5pm with a
picnic dinner. The evening will provide the opportunity to mingle with other families in a relaxed and casual
atmosphere. Mr McDonald will have a number of exciting activities planned.
Compass
As is the case in all schools, we are endeavouring to utilise online systems more regularly to communicate with our
parents. The benefits of an online system are numerous, including parents having access to information in a timely
manner and notices not getting lost at the bottom of bags.
In 2019, Compass will continue to be used for accessing school reports, booking parent/teacher interviews, excursion
permissions and an increased number of notices and reminders. Therefore, could we please ask all families to make
sure their details, including email, are up to date.
If you need help accessing Compass please visit the office. There is a computer set up in the office foyer for any
family experiencing difficulty accessing the appropriate technology.
Family and Friends Network
The Family and Friends Network is an enthusiastic and incredibly supportive group of parents that provide assistance
across many areas of the school. Their contribution is greatly appreciated and has resulted in many thousands of
dollars being raised. Some of the activities led by the Family and Friends Network include special lunch days,
Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls, morning teas….. and so much more.
If you are interested in being a member of this group our first meeting will be Tuesday 19th February at 9:10am in the
staffroom. I encourage you to consider joining this group.

School Council
Throughout my time at Ruskin Park we have been supported by a committed and passionate School Council. This
group of staff and parents have led the school through new policy development and the implementation of our
strategic plan. They have also been an important sounding board and provided direction for the school.
This is the time of year where we invite parents to consider joining School Council. We do have vacancies and I would
encourage anyone considering getting involved to come and see me.
Please find below information detailing the process and role of School Council.
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to
set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly
influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category.
Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they
are not engaged in work at the school.
A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of
the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their
special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year,
creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of
the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that
their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help
shape the school’s future.
2019 Timeline
Notice of election and call for nominations

Friday 8th February

Closing date for nominations

Friday 15th February (4pm)

Nomination forms are available at the office.

Best wishes for the year ahead.
Andrew Moore
Principal

Foundation News
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new Foundation students and their families. We have had a
wonderful start to the year and the children are coping well with the daily morning routine. It is wonderful to see the
children entering the classroom full of excitement and for those who are a little apprehensive a smile and cuddle
offer the reassurance they need to begin the day. In the mornings, the children interact and engage in a range of
activities designed to develop their fine motor coordination and encourage them to form new friendships.
This term the focus of our unit ‘School a New Beginning’ will be upon establishing class routines, an understanding of
school rules, positive self-esteem, friendships, acceptance of others and a sense of belonging. We will also be
encouraging students to develop a positive mindset, to accept challenges and to persist until they master a skill or
goal. It is very important for students to develop a willingness to engage and persist in the learning experiences
offered.
Over the past week, our Foundation students have explored areas of the
school such as the gymnasium, the art room, library, the office area, the two
Foundation playgrounds, the toilets and OSHC room. They have also had an
opportunity to have mini lessons with our specialist teachers. A highlight was
a mini session in the gymnasium with Mr McDonald who encouraged them
to play statues and to pretend to be different animals as they moved around
the space.
We have also established routines such as unpacking our bags and placing our belongings in the right place, and of
course we have discussed the ways we can work together as a team. We are slowly mastering the application of
sunscreen before going outside each day.
Our Foundation students have been allocated a Year 6 buddy to support them with their transition into school. The
aim of the program is to help them develop friendships and confidence in the school setting. Last week our buddies
shared an icy pole with us and they discussed the things they like to do and what makes a good friend. They also
escorted our students to the playground and played cooperative group games together which was wonderful to see.
In English we are focussing on the concepts of print such as reading from left to right with a return sweep and the
difference between letters and words. We are stressing the importance of using pictures to predict the text. We
have already introduced some high frequency words through stories and games. The children are also being
immersed in a language rich environment to develop a love of literature. Everyone is working hard to refine their
pencil grip and to form the letters in their name correctly.

In Mathematics we are focusing on using one to one correspondence when counting and the recognition of numbers
from 0 to 6. The children loved making a number caterpillar out of patty pans which involved representing and
recording the numerals correctly.
We are looking forward to a productive and enjoyable year.

Junior School
Junior School students have made a fabulous start to the year! We have been
very impressed with how our students have started the year, and it is clear
they are embodying a growth mindset.
We were thrilled to see so many parents at our information night, and hope
it was beneficial to you. Please look out for Home Reading books which will
start coming home on Monday.
Our main focus at the moment is on establishing positive routines. In Literacy
we have introduced the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshops, and have set up
our reader’s notebooks, writing books and draft books. Students can explain
the different parts of a Reading and Writing lesson, and are now beginning to
learn how to select books that are ‘Just Right’ for them. This is a life skill that
we will be working on over the year. To introduce our Literacy program we
are focusing on narrative texts, looking at how author’s engage their
audience by adding detail and interesting ideas.
In Maths we started the year with some inspirational Maths involving open
ended tasks. Year 1 and 2 students are learning about counting and skip
counting. Year 1 students are focusing on numbers to 100, and Year 2
students on numbers to 1000. Year 2 students are also learning to count
from different starting points, for example counting by 10s starting from 12.
You can support your child at home by practising skip counting in everyday
contexts, for example counting by 2s to find the number of socks in a drawer.

Middle School
Welcome to 2019!
We hope you had a wonderful break and are ready for an exciting
and productive year. All classes have settled in well and students
are eager to get to know their new teacher and classmates.

Tuesday
Wednesday

PE

Japanese

Music

3C
3J
4M
4B
4C

3C
3J
4C
4M
4B

4B
4M 3C
4C 3J

The Year 3/4 Parent Information Session will be conducted in
Thursday
Room 1 (3J’s classroom) at 6:30pm on Wednesday 13th of
February. This promises to be an informative evening providing details of the year ahead.

Meet the Teacher interviews are scheduled for Monday 25th February from 3:45pm - 8pm and Thursday 28th
February from 3:45 - 5pm. We hope to see you all.
This week in Reading and Writing we are re-introducing the Reader’s Workshop and writing model. This will enable
students to understand the structure of each lesson. Students have been developing the ability to read with purpose
and are expected to be reading for 15 minutes each night. Students will log the title of their book and pages read
into their diary daily and a parent or guardian are asked to sign this at the end of each week.
This week’s focus in Maths includes odd and even numbers and the place value of numbers up to and beyond 10
000. Students have been exploring strategies to determine if a number is odd or even and articulate their findings.
Students are investigating the relationship between odd and even numbers and the operations.
We are preparing students for homework which will commence in Week 4. More details will be provided at the
information session.

Senior School
Welcome
Welcome to the Senior School for 2019! It has been wonderful to see our Year 5 and 6 students settle in confidently
in the first few days of the term.
We have been impressed with the senior school students’ positive and energetic approach to learning. Students are
consistently demonstrating a Growth Mindset and approaching learning tasks with enthusiasm. Well done!

Year 5 Integrated
This term our Year 5 students will be exploring concepts around community in their Civics and Citizenship unit.
We will focus our study around the following key questions:
●

What are the flags of Australia and what do they mean to Australian citizens?

●

What are my values?

●

What makes a good citizen?

We will consider ideas such as the characteristics of good citizens, the different values held by people within the
community as well as the ways in which people work together within communities.
The students’ homework grid is carefully aligned with the learning they are doing within the classroom to help to
further entrench these understandings so please take the time to talk with your child and assist them where
necessary.

Year 6 Integrated
During Term One, the Year 6 students will be studying Civics & Citizenship, learning about government and
democracy, as well as laws and citizens.
We will focus our study around the following key questions:




What is democracy in Australia and why is voting in a democracy important?
What are the roles and responsibilities of the different levels of government in Australia?
How are laws developed and enforced in Australia?

This is an interesting unit which will require students to think broadly and deeply.
Several homework items are linked to this unit to help students reinforce the key concepts learnt in the classroom.

Homework
Our Year 5 and 6 students have been handed their respective homework. Homework is due on Mondays. Please
remind your children to manage their homework and take pride in the presentation of their work.
You can also access the homework documents via Compass in the Newsfeed.

Canberra Tour
The Year 6 Canberra Tour is this term - March 25th to 29th. Please ensure that you are up to date with payments for
the tour. Any concerns please see our Business Manager.
This is an exciting and enjoyable tour which reinforces the learning at school in the Civics and Citizenship unit.
In the coming weeks we will be sending out clothing and medication forms for you to begin your own organisation.

Buddies
Our excited Year 6 students had the opportunity to meet with their Foundation buddies last Friday. Students enjoyed
sharing an icy pole with their buddy and sharing some introductory information about themselves.
We are looking forward to working with the Foundation students this year and developing friendly, supportive
relationships.

Information Evening
The Senior School Information Evening will be on Tuesday 12th February from 6:30pm. The session will be held in Mr.
Coffin’s classroom.

Dear Parents,
The best gift any parent can give a child is the love of books and the joy and benefits of independent
reading for fun. Children who read at home, or are read to, have a head start on reading success in
school.
Our school participates in Scholastic Book Club. Up to twice a term, during the school year, we will
send home a Club catalogue with a different selection of books offered for all ages.
You’ll find award-winning books and bestsellers, as well as old and new favourites. I recommend them
because the books span a wide range of children’s reading levels and interests and because they are
inexpensive (some books cost as little as $2).
Issue 1 has just been given to students in all year levels. It is easy to order. The Book Club LOOP
platform for parents allows you to pay by credit card. Your child’s order is submitted directly to school
and the books will be delivered to class. You can place your child’s order at scholastic.com.au/LOOP or
using the LOOP app, which can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play. Parents can also
complete the order form attached to the back of the catalogue and return it to school by the due date
in a sealed, named envelope with the child’s grade included.
Owning your own books is something special! I hope that you will encourage your child to order books
this year. Each order helps earn free books and teaching materials for our classroom, however there is
never any obligation to order. I know of no better way to encourage reading than to allow children to
choose the books they want to read.
Sincerely,

Samantha Cutcliffe
Scholastic Book Club Organsier

These students have recently celebrated their birthdays

Nikki
Charity
Caleb
Kate
Tora
Jacob
Luke
Charles
Teaghan
Oliver

Jack
Alfie
Elise
Jake
Aleisha
Samuel
Zara
Daniel
Theresa
Rohan

Caleb
Lucas
Bowie
Hunter
Zoe
Chloe
Liam
Henry
Emily

Felix
Jake
Blake
Charlie
David
Jeim
Mitchell
Ali
Johan

Chloe
Brock
Joshua
Lara
Alexis
James
Lachlan
Levi
Dylan

Welcome to 2019. Our students are very busy in Digital Technologies with many classes already discussing and
revising positive behaviours both on and off line. In our Junior School, students are exploring concepts around right
and wrong whilst in our Middle School we are examining how to balance time online. Our Senior School students are
completing their online Digital Licence which focuses on a range of areas including protecting their personal privacy,
how to search and research online as well as communicating safely online.
Remember to stay tuned for advice and information regarding positive behaviours and cybersafety and talk regularly
with your child about their online use.
SAFER INTERNET DAY
Tuesday 5th February
Safer Internet Day was an opportunity to raise awareness about the safe and positive use of digital technology, and
to explore the role we can all play in creating a better and safer internet in our community.
Coordinated by the Office of the eSafety Commissioner in Australia and celebrated in over 130 countries, this year’s
Safer Internet Day theme is: ‘Together for a better internet’.
The aim is to encourage all Australians to collaborate with their communities and support each other in developing
the critical skills required to successfully navigate the online world.
These skills take time to develop but they can help us in all areas of life — online and off. We like to call them the
4Rs…
Respect - I treat myself and others the way I like to be treated
Responsibility - I am accountable for my actions and I take a stand when I feel something is wrong
Reasoning - I question what is real
Resilience - I get back up from tough situations

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION
Every student at Ruskin Park Primary School can develop their natural curiosity
and imagination through new and engaging approaches to teaching and learning.
The encouragement of a positive attitude within a friendly community of learners
will promote success today, tomorrow and into the future.

THE RUSKIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES ARE
Building Friendship, Creativity, Honesty & Respect

